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By Matthew Kurtz
hen asked what he most looks
forward to following his ordination as a permanent deacon for
the Diocese of Bismarck, Dallas
Carlson summed it up quite simply.
“It’s about service,” said Carlson, a convert to
the Catholic Church and resident of Dickinson.
“I see the tremendous responsibility and the
load that the priests carry, and we [as deacons]
can help shoulder some of that and be helpful
to them.”
Ryan Nelson, another candidate for diaconate ordination and father of recently ordained
Fr. Jadyn Nelson, agrees. “[For priests] it’s not
just doing Mass on the weekends, then leisure
time…they do need assistance,” he said. “[The
diaconate] is just a way of giving back to the
Catholic Church what we’ve been so blessed
with.”
Carlson, who with his wife Ramona has one
27-year-old son, views his path to the diaconate as a long journey. Born in a mixed religion
household, Carlson was “baptized Catholic and
raised Lutheran” and it wasn’t until after seven
years of attending Mass with Ramona, a Catholic, that he realized he “had become Catholic in
my heart.”
“We went to a midnight Mass…and everyone went up for communion except for little
James who was five years old,” Carlson shared.
“[James] turned to me and asked, ‘Why aren’t
you going [to receive communion]?’ I realized I
can’t even answer a little five-year-old kid, what
would I say to Jesus if he asked me that?”
Carlson converted to the Catholic faith in
1985 while living in the Fargo Diocese and was
very involved in his home parish. After working 31 years as director of the Pembina County
Memorial Hospital in Cavalier, N.D., he moved
to the Bismarck Diocese and began the diaconate formation program. He is currently serving
as director of religious education at St. Joseph’s
in Dickinson. After his conversion, Carlson
kept feeling the tug to become a deacon.
“Call God the hound of heaven, he wouldn’t
leave me alone!” Carlson joked after mentioning a powerful experience at the “foot of the
blue cross” during a 2005 pilgrimage to Medjugorje, a town in western Bosnia and Herzegovina where apparitions of the Blessed Virgin
Mary have reportedly occurred. “At that point I
surrendered to God,” he said.
Nelson, who lives with his wife Marlo in
Dickinson and has five children, also cited a
trip to Medjugorje as an experience that helped
him in his journey to the diaconate. A member
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DCA goes
online

Bismarck Diocese rolls out new
website, video updates from
Bishop Kagan
The Diocese of Bismarck is pleased to announce that it has updated its communication
efforts to more effectively reach the people in
western and central North Dakota.
First, all are encouraged to visit the freshly
redesigned and much improved diocesan website: www.bismarckdiocese.com. Included on
the website are parish resources, the complete
diocesan directory and the new DCA Online,
which is a video-based online supplement to
the DCA print edition.
“With the DCA newspaper being a monthly
publication, we realize there is a need for more
frequent news and information to help people
stay connected,” said Matthew Kurtz, Manager of Multimedia Services for the Diocese
of Bismarck. “Bishop Kagan realizes the need
to embrace technology and the power of the
Internet, and our hope is that our new communication efforts are practical and helpful as well
as informative, educational and inspirational.”

The Bismarck Diocese has a freshly redesigned website:
www.bismarckdiocese.com.

The diocese is also introducing “The Dash
Report” on its website, which consists of weekly
video updates from Bishop Kagan named after
his pet dog, Dash.
“Bishop Kagan has committed to filming a
report each week,” said Kurtz, who is responsible for recording, producing and publishing
each 1- to 2-minute segment. “We want people
to feel a greater sense of connectivity to their
Church and to the shepherd who leads them.”
All DCA Online and Dash Report videos are
published on the diocesan website as well as on
the new diocesan Youtube.com channel. The
Bismarck Diocese has also activated accounts
Continued on Page 5
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Dallas and Mona Carlson, St. Joseph’s, Dickinson.

Ryan and Marlo Nelson, St. Patrick’s, Dickinson.

Tony and Jana Ternes, Spirit of Life, Mandan.

of St. Patrick’s in Dickinson and currently the
recreation facilities manager for the city’s Parks
and Recreation Department, Nelson realizes the
time commitment required to be a deacon.
“It is a huge commitment for a man to do
this, [including a commitment] from his wife
and children,” Nelson said. Becoming a deacon
includes five years of formation and, if married,
the wives of applicants attend all formation sessions with their husbands, which many deacons
cite as a source of blessing in their marriage and
eventual ministry.
Continued on Page 5

What is a deacon?
Every priest is ordained a transitional deacon during the final year of his formation.
However, laymen (both married and unmarried) can be ordained permanent deacons, a
role which includes helping bishops and priests in the celebration of Mass and other
ministerial situations. For example, permanent deacons can perform baptisms, witness
marriages, preside at funeral rites, give Benediction during Eucharistic adoration and
serve as chaplains in hospitals and prisons among other duties.
For more information on the permanent diaconate program in the Bismarck Diocese,
visit the permanent diaconate page on our website (www.bismarckdiocese.com) or contact Director David Fleck at 701-222-3035.
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Bishop’s
Schedule

From
The
Bishop’s
Desk

Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.
October 1-31, 2012

October 2

-Interview, Real Presence Radio Studio, Bismarck, 9:00 a.m.
-Presbyteral Council Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck,
10:00 a.m.

October 3

-Diocese of Fargo Meeting, Jamestown

October 5

-Presider, Worldwide Children’s Holy Hour, Worldwide Apostolate of Fatima,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 1:00 p.m.

October 7

-Confirmation, Little Flower Parish, Minot, 11:00 a.m.
-Confirmation, St. Leo’s Parish, Minot, 3:00 p.m.

October 9

An outline for the
Year of Faith

-Liturgy, NET, Chancery, Bismarck, 8:00 a.m.
-Liturgy, Youth Correctional Center, Mandan, 7:00 p.m.

October 10

-Liturgy, Vocation Awareness Day for 5th Graders, Assumption Abbey,
Richardton, 9:30 a.m. MDT

October 11

-Year of Faith Symposium, University of Mary, Bismarck, 10:30 a.m.
-Year of Faith Opening Liturgy, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
6:30 p.m.

October 12

-Diocese of Fargo
-Liturgy, Marian Eucharistic Congress, Fargo, 5:00 p.m.

October 14

-Confirmation, Our Lady of Grace Parish, Minot, 10:30 a.m.
-Installation Liturgy, Reverend Gary Benz at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary,
Stanley (includes Berthold), 2:00 p.m.

October 15

-Installation Liturgy, Reverend Jeffrey Zwack at Sacred Heart Parish,
Glen Ullin (includes Hebron), 7:00 p.m. CDT

October 16

-Dinner & Presentation of Catholic Medals for Western ND Diocesan Scouts,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck

October 17

-Welcome & Opening Prayer, In-Service for Catholic School Administrators and
Staff, Seven Seas, Mandan, 9:00 a.m.
-Speaker, Eucharistic Adoration, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
7:00 p.m.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Jesus,

T

his month of October
begins an exciting year
of great grace and favor
for the entire Catholic Church and, it is my hope, for
each of us as members of the local
Church of Bismarck. The Year of
Faith opens on October 11, 2012 in
commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the opening of the Second
Vatican Council on this same date in
1962. Also, this year of 2012 marks
the 20th Anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church in 1992.

October 18

-Liturgy, Diocesan Youth Rally, St. Mary Central High School, Bismarck,
4:30 p.m.

October 19

-White Mass, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 3:30 p.m.

October 21

-Deacon Ordination, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 3:00 p.m.

October 24

-Luncheon for Volunteers, St. Vincent Care Center, Bismarck, 12:00 noon

October 25

-Diocesan Directors’ Staff Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck,
10:00 a.m.

October 26

-Diocese of Fargo

October 27

-Liturgy & Lunch, Celebration of Marriage Day, Our Lady of Grace Parish, Minot,
12:00 noon
-Confirmation, St. John’s Parish, Minot, 5:00 p.m.

October 29

-Dinner, 35th Annual ND Right to Life Education Conference, Civic Center,
Bismarck

October 30

-Mass & Annual Dinner, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre Members,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 5:00 p.m.

Catholic Action

Please note well in this issue of
our diocesan newspaper the planned
opening of the Year of Faith which
the University of Mary and the
Diocese of Bismarck will jointly
celebrate with a symposium at the
University during the day and then
a Solemn Mass offered at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in the early
evening to invoke the blessing of
the Most Holy Trinity on the Universal Church and on the Diocese
of Bismarck throughout the Year of
Faith as we pray, study and foster
our faith.
Perhaps you have had a chance
to read my Pastoral Letter “I Call
You Friends” written especially
for this holy time and included in
the September issue of the Dakota
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Catholic Action. I wrote this Pastoral
Letter in hopes that in it you would
find some useful thoughts to assist
you personally and as members of
parishes, to study more of our faith
and, through prayer and meditation,
deepen your love for the faith and
the One Who has given it to you.
In each issue of the DCA, you will
find helpful suggestions for your
prayer and study. These suggestions
are intended for personal and private use, as well as public use with
others, either as a parish activity or
in a smaller group setting. Please
make a real effort to participate in
this Year of Faith as best you are
able. Throughout the Year of Faith
and in addition to what our parishes
may do, the Diocese will sponsor
some educational, liturgical and
spiritual events in the hope that all
of you will be able to participate in
one or more special event.
Finally, as the Diocesan Bishop
I am authorized by the Church to
grant indulgences for all of you who
are members of the Diocese of Bismarck, even if you may be outside
of the Diocese at a given time. This
is all explained in this issue, and the
reminders will be repeated in each
subsequent issue. Please take advantage of this great spiritual treasure of our Church by performing
the specific acts of piety, prayer and
service. It is truly good for the soul!

The Dakota Catholic Action (0011-5770) is published monthly except July by the
Diocese of Bismarck, 420 Raymond Street, Bismarck, ND 58501-3723.
Periodical postage paid at Bismarck, ND, and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to address below.

Dakota Catholic Action,
PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
The Dakota Catholic Action is funded in part by the annual God’s Share Appeal.
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Introduction to the DCA
Liturgical Calendar
Pastoral
Appointments
The following appointments, with the permission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A.,
J.C.L., are effective at noon on October 1, 2012.

Rev. Biju Chitteth

Rev. Tomy Raphel

The Reverend Biju
Chitteth from Parochial
Administrator of St. Patrick
Parish, Crosby; St. Luke
Church, Noonan; and St.
John the Baptist Church,
Portal; to Parochial Administrator of St. Mary Parish,
New England; and St. Elizabeth Church, Lefor.
The Reverend Tomy Raphel from Parochial Vicar to
Parochial Administrator of
St. Patrick Parish, Crosby; St.
Luke Church, Noonan; and
St. John the Baptist Church,
Portal.

The Most Reverend David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.
Bishop of Bismarck
requests the honour of your presence at the

Annual Diocesan

White
Mass

By Michelle Duppong
“There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the
heavens…” the author of Ecclesiastes tells us.
Here we are at the start of October with the
flow of fall activities beckoning our attention. Whether it be school events, athletic
games, or parish fall dinners that is occupying our time, having an order to the flow of
the year helps us to know how to prioritize
the events that demand our time.
During this Year of Faith, we would like
to help you and your family enter into the
rhythm of the year’s events in the life of the
Church through a Liturgical Calendar, which
will be found monthly in the DCA. It will
include special days in the life of the Church,
feast days of some saints, and diocesan
events. When you look at the calendar, you’ll
see two symbols on some of the days: party
balloons and a Bible with a cross. These are
to allow us to enter into fasting and feasting
with the Church.
The party balloons mark the days of feasting, which include Sundays, events in the life
of Our Lord Jesus and Our Blessed Mother,
and very special feasts of saints. On these
days, take time to celebrate! Many of these
days fall on Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation. On these days, in particular, we are
called to refrain from unnecessary work and
to have time to worship the Lord, be with
family and friends and engage in holy leisure.
For more info, see CCC 2180-2188.
The Bible and cross are to remind us of
particular days we are to offer some sort of
penance. These days usually fall on Fridays
and during the seasons of Advent and Lent.
Prior to the Second Vatican Council, it was
common practice for the faithful to abstain
from meat every Friday in remembrance of
the sacrifice Jesus paid for humanity by dying on the cross for our sins. At Vatican II,
it was decided that Fridays were to remain

During the Mass, there will be an induction
ceremony for the new members of the
Bismarck Catholic Physicians Guild,
a Charter Guild of the Catholic Medical
Association.
The tradition of the White Mass in the United
States, finds its origins in the development of the
national Catholic Medical Association in the early
1930s.  
The White Mass—so named by the color worn
by those in the healing profession of medicine—celebrated by the bishop gathers health care professionals, under the patronage of St. Luke, to the
altar of Christ to ask God’s blessing upon them and
their invaluable work, so that they may be given the
grace to practice their science in a way that serves
the temporal and ultimate good of humanity, brings
fulfillment to their own lives, and gives glory to God.
Reception following the Mass in the
lower level of the Cathedral.

Special Indulgence:
A partial indulgence is granted to the
faithful who devoutly invoke the care of the
guardian angel with a duly approved prayer
(e.g. Angel of God). This indulgence is
plenary if said on October 2, the feast of the
Guardian Angels.

Liturgical Calendar - October 2012
Sunday

Friday, Oct. 19, 2012
3:30 PM
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
520 Raymond Street
Bismarck, North Dakota

as a day of penance, but that it was for the
individual to choose an appropriate fast for
himself/herself. Many have forgotten this
practice, which is a precept or commandment of the Church. These days “prepare us
for the liturgical feasts and help us acquire
mastery over our instincts and freedom of
heart” (CCC, 2043).
The liturgical calendar has different seasons and days, which are represented by the
following colors:
• Green: Ordinary Time, from Epiphany
to Ash Wednesday and Pentecost to Advent
• Purple: Advent, Lent, and funerals,
penitential
• White: Easter and Christmas Seasons,
feasts of Our Lord and Our Lady, and
feasts of saints, especially virgins
• Red: Pentecost octave, feasts of Christ’s
Passion, Precious Blood, and Cross, and
feasts of martyrs
• Rose: one Sunday in Advent (Gaudete
Sunday) and one Sunday in Lent (Laetare Sunday)
• Black: Good Friday and funerals
In October, one feast of particular note is
the 18th, St. Luke’s feast day. Celebrate the
gift to humanity that is the life of this saint,
who wrote one of the four Gospel accounts
of Our Lord Jesus’ life and the book of the
Acts of the Apostles. St. Luke was a Greek
physician, meaning he was not a Jew, the
Chosen Race. He converted to Catholicism
through the witness of St. Paul and traveled
with him for a time. St. Luke, pray for us!

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday

Saturday

5

6

12

13

Diaconate
Ordination-Rome

St. Therese of
Lisieux

7

8

St. Francis of
Assisi

Holy Guardian
Angels

9

10

Fargo Marian
Eucharistic
Congress

28th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

21

Permanent
Deaconate
Ordination

15

16

17

30th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

18

St. Ignatius of
Antioch

St. Teresa of Avila

22

19

23

24

St. Luke

25

20
Stewardship
Institute-St. Paul

North American
Martyrs

26

27
SEARCH
Celebration of
Marriage DayMinot

29
SEARCH

Fargo Marian
Eucharistic Congress

Youth Rally

29th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

28

The Enduring
Legacy of Vatican
II: Symposium I
Year of Faith
Opening Mass

27th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

14

11

30

31
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Priests discuss
opportunities,
challenges in oilimpacted parishes

Since the Revs. Russ Kovash (l) and Brian Gross (r), now serving in the oil patch, were just assigned to the area in June, the
meeting provided an opportunity to brainstorm ideas and new ways to serve the people.

Oil activity forces change
in the Diocese of Bismarck
By Matthew Kurtz
Parishioners, priests and diocesan staff gathered for a Pastoral Council meeting in the heart
of oil country on Thursday, Aug. 30 to discuss
issues, concerns and opportunities created
by the influx of economic activity in western
North Dakota.
Hosted by Epiphany parish in Watford
City, N.D., the event also included a bus tour
through oil territory, the brainstorming and
mapping of parish goals and the celebration of
Mass.
“The present time calls us to new awareness,”
explained Deacon Lynn Clancy, Director of
Pastoral Planning for the Diocese of Bismarck.
“Census estimates now tell us that there are
over 8,000 new residents in just the last year [in
the diocese], and these numbers do not include
those living in crew camps, which may be another 25,000 persons.”
Statistics provided by the North Dakota
State Dept. of Mineral Resources indicate that
the N.D. oil industry will generate more than
50,000 oil-related jobs in the next ten years.
Add in spouses and children for these jobs (not
to mention countless other non-oil jobs) and
the Bismarck Diocese, which currently has a
population near 216,000 people, will easily see
its population increase by more than 200 percent in the near future.
“Whiting [Petroleum Corporation] is building something here [in Watford City],” said
Kathleen Tweeten, Director, Extension Center
for Community Vitality at NDSU Extension
Service. “It’s like 1,300 employees that they’re

going to be adding. That doubles the size of
Watford City from its 2007 population.”
In addition, Tweeten reported that McKenzie
County, of which Watford City is the county
seat, now claims the highest public and private
average weekly wage in the state: $1,557 per
week.
With the influx of people in the area, Fr.
Brian Gross, who was appointed pastor of
Epiphany parish in June, acknowledged one of
the biggest personal challenges for him as leader
of a church in oil country.
“One of the most important [issues], and it’s
a little too easy for us to skip over it, is ministry
to those who don’t speak English,” he explained.
“Every Sunday after Mass, one of my parishioners comes up to me and says, ‘Father, do you
know Spanish yet?’ and I’ll say, ‘Well, you just
keep praying.”
With only the Bakken and Three Forks oil
formations currently identified in area, Deacon Kris Ringwall from Queen of Peace parish
in Dickinson insists that the oil activity will
continue for at least another 30 years, especially
since he believes there are additional formations that have not yet been identified.
“Change isn’t so scary,” Ringwall insisted.
“It’ll be here. If you think of Christ when he
was here, the world was changing then, too. We
have a lot of work and a lot of things we can do,
but in the end we’re ambassadors for Christ.
We live the Gospel.”
If you can offer assistance to the parishes in
oil country, please contact Fr. Russ Kovash at
701-572-6731.

Special Holy Hour for children to be held Oct. 5
“Let the little children come to me; and
let no one hinder them.”
By Shirlein Vetter
This Children’s Holy Hour in Bismarck
will coincide with the Worldwide Children’s
Holy Hour to spiritually unite children from
around the globe. Children are able to participate in a joyful experience, knowing that
other children just like them are also gathered before Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament in their own parishes around the world.
The Most Reverend Bishop David D. Kagan will preside at this Children’s Holy Hour,
First Friday, Oct. 5, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. CT at
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 519 Raymond
St. Bismarck. Bishop Kagan will be joined
by Fr. Roger A. Synek and Deacon Doug
Helbing.

It is our hope to have all the children of
the Bismarck Diocese participate in this
year’s World Wide Children’s Holy Hour of
prayer for families and world peace, either
at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit with Bishop
Kagan, or at your own parish with fellow
parishioners. This is open to all children
whether attending Catholic school, religious
education or home school.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to
attend this annual event. Registration is encouraged, but it is not required to attend. To
register the number of children you plan to
bring, you may contact Shirlein Vetter, President of the World Apostolate of Fatima, by
Oct. 1, 2012, at the following: 2114 N. 3rd St.,
Bismarck, ND 58501 or call 701-391-1172 or
e-mail shirlein@bis.midco.net.

By Matthew Kurtz
Having recently stepped into their new
assignments in oil country in June, Fr. Russ
Kovash and Fr. Brian Gross are excited about
the seemingly endless opportunities that exist
in being pastors of parishes in the heart of oil
country.
But during the Aug. 30 Pastoral Council
meeting in Watford City, each also openly discussed the challenges of serving such a rapidly
changing population.
Both priests agreed: the top challenge is simply reaching such a diverse and fluid flock.
“I can drive from Williston to Watford and
where there was an open field last week and
they were harvesting wheat, [this week] is now
four campers,” said Fr. Kovash. “How do you
reach those four campers?”
“We have to be willing, especially as pastors,
to come out of our shell,” said Fr. Gross. “Maybe instead of driving by those four campers a
hundred times, one time I actually stop and
knock on their door.”
But both agreed that their reach alone is not
enough. Current parishioners, they said, need
to realize there is a “serious duty to invite other
people back to Mass.”
While evangelization may intimidate the
average parishioner, Gross admitted that the
process of reaching out best begins with the
priest. “I have to give my people every possible
opportunity to first be converted themselves.
Once people have that real deep interior conversion…then you can’t not share,” he said.
“Evangelization is non-negotiable for all of
us,” Fr. Kovash stressed. “Father isn’t going to
be able to reach everybody. We must never
forget that based on what’s happening here in
western North Dakota, we need everybody [to
evangelize].”
Kovash, who before the meeting consulted
with a parishioner who works in the oil industry and lives in his car, said he’s seeing “a
boatload of irregular sacramental situations” in
Williston. “You have to kind of throw everything out the window and work with people
where they’re at,” he said.
The pastors also mentioned the following as
current challenges in oil country: creating more
opportunities for confession, developing materials and handouts with important resource
information (such as contact information for
local soup kitchens, shower facilities, clinics,
and other important offices), addressing communication barriers with non-English speaking
residents and balancing the already-existing
needs of each parish.
Fr. Gross also addressed a common situation for clergymen in the oil patch: resisting the
temptation to begin acting as a social worker
instead of a priest. “It’s easy to write a check,
but it’s maybe sometimes hard to have the real
serious conversation that’s needed with a person who comes in,” he said. “[I will] determine
the needs and perhaps respond to that need,
but I’m never going to let them get out until
they talk to me about Jesus.”
The priests are remaining grounded in their
ministry as they face each challenge in the oil
patch.
“What we always are going to focus on first
and foremost is the sacramental and the spiritual needs of the people in the community,”
Gross stressed. “That’s why [our parish] exists:
to present Jesus Christ as he comes to us in the
sacraments to the people who so desperately
need him.”
Visit www.bismarckdiocese.com/dakota-catholic-action to watch a video from the Pastoral
Council meeting in oil country.
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goes online
‘It’s about service’ DCA
Continued From Page 1
Continued From Page 1

“The deacon and his wife can be an example of working and living in the secular world while their sacramental married
life and love helps and leads them in the
service of the church,” said Ternes, who
with his wife Jana has seven children, two
of which are foster sons. A parishioner
at Spirit of Life in Mandan, N.D. and a
Cenex store manager in Bismarck, Ternes
anticipates the role of evangelization he
will assume as a deacon.
“A big challenge is helping people
understand the church’s teachings when
the world around them is trying to tell
them something else, especially when it
is something they disagree with or do not
want to hear,” he explained. “Many times
the deacon is the first contact with people
who may not have been at church for
quite a while. The deacon has the opportunity to help the individuals bridge the
gap or calm the unease they may have as
they look towards the Church.”
Each of the men is looking forward to
joining the ranks of the 75 other deacons
in the diocese as well as the blessings they
will receive on their ordination day and in
ministry.
“This is the start of something fantastic,” Carlson said.
The ordination Mass will be held at 3
p.m. CDT on Oct. 21 at Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit in Bismarck.

the world. That’s the beauty of the world wide
on Facebook.com and Twitter.com. Kurtz
web.”
hopes to see these social media efforts gain folThose hoping to receive publicity for a newslowers.
“I’d like to see the number of ‘likes’ on our
worthy event or individual in their area can fill
out a Request for Media Services form, which
Facebook page get into the thousands,” said
can be downloaded from the diocesan website.
Kurtz, referencing the fact that there are over
280,000 people in the area
covered by the diocese.
WHAT YOU CAN DO (to stay connected?):
“These communication
#1: Check out the new www.bismarckdiocese.com
tools aren’t meant for just
#2: Visit www.Facebook.com and ‘like’ “Bismarck Diocese”
Catholics in Bismarck,
#3: Visit www.Youtube.com and ‘subscribe’ to “BismarckDiocese”
they’re for Catholics and
#4: Visit www.Twitter.com and ‘follow’ @BisDiocese
non-Catholics all over

Diocese to offer Sponsoring Couple Training
By Joyce McDowall, Office of Family Ministry
There will be a Sponsoring Couple Training session with facilitator Joyce McDowall for
those interested in this couple-to-couple ministry for the engaged at the Center for Pastoral
Ministry, 520 N. Washington St., Bismarck,
Friday, Oct. 12, 7:00-10:00 p.m. and Saturday,
Oct. 13, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Topics addressed will be the role of the
sponsoring couple, FOCCUS relationship assessment instrument, communication skills and
marital spirituality.
The fee for the training is $50 per couple.
This includes the FOCCUS manual, all materials, and lunch. For those NOT wanting the
FOCCUS manual (E.I. Pre Marriage Seminar
team) – the cost is $10/couple or individual.

If you are
interested in
becoming a
sponsoring
couple for
your parish,
the fee is covered through
the parish.
If you
have any
questions
about this
training, or would like to register, please call
Joyce, Office of Family Ministry, at 701-2223035 or toll free 1-877-405-7435.

Ecclesia Institute blossoms at University of Mary
By Mary Evinger
“We see the need for an engaged, articulate
and well-formed Catholic laity endowed with
a strong critical sense vis-à-vis the dominant
culture and with the courage to counter a reductive secularism.” Such were the words of Pope
Benedict to the U.S. bishops on their “Ad Limina”
visit which inspired Fr. Nathan Cromly and four
other brothers and Sisters from the Community
of St. John to teach and form with unwavering zeal, both intellectually and at the heart,
35 young adults attending the 2012 Ecclesia
Institute. The University of Mary in Bismarck
hosted the second annual Ecclesia Institute July 3
through August 5.
The Ecclesia Institute, founded by Fr. Nathan
Cromly, CSJ, in response to Blessed John Paul
II’s call to the New Evangelization, offers participants the solid foundation to be formed as the
new leaders for the Church, being immersed into
the very mystery and life of the Church through
intense prayer, study, and communal charity.
Ecclesia generously provides the opportunity for
participants to receive undergraduate, graduate
and continuing education credits, three in philosophy and three in theology, from the University of Mary over the course of four weeks.
“The entire formation program is centered
first on the encounter of the love of the living,
risen person of Jesus Christ. By learning how to
love with Divine love, incarnating Christ’s love
into their daily relationships, participants thus
may have the roots in which to effectively situate
and assimilate the intellectual formation received
to be the protagonists of the New Evangelization,” Fr. Nathan said.
The Ecclesia Institute began with a four day
camping/hiking trip in the badlands of Theodore Roosevelt National Park. This allowed the
chance for the young people to experience God’s
presence in nature, to live apart from the world,
and to be receptive to new wonderment of reality. The program proceeded into four intense
weeks of studying the philosophy of secularism
and the inner life of the Church in theology. In
the philosophy classes taught by Fr. Nathan, the

students were allowed to seek the truth of reality by allowing the deep and difficult questions
of our modern-day culture arise within them
without fear or pretension. Besides studying the
mystery of the Church in theology classes taught
by Fr. Thomas Duntan, CSJ, the very Life of the
Church was manifested and experienced in the
participation of the daily enriching liturgy of
Mass, the chanting of the Divine Office with the
Community of St. John, the Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hour, and the many opportunities for
charity as united members in the Body of Christ
the Church.
The schedule in the month included daily
study of Scripture through Lectio Divina, guest
speakers (Bishop David Kagan, Sen. Margaret
Sitte from Bismarck District 35, Fr. James Shea,
and Sr. Faustine, CSJ), debate nights, bonfires
and movie nights followed with discussion. On
one of the nights, the Sisters of Annunciation
Monastery joined Ecclesia for an engaging movie
which followed evening prayer and dinner spent
with them at their Monastery.
Other events included taking a cultural outing
to the Standing Rock Indian Reservation at Fort
Yates, N.D., and performing a service project
for the mission, and walking and praying the
Stations of the Cross from the State Capitol to
St. Mary’s High School. At mid-course, Ecclesia
entered into a three-day silent retreat at Assumption Abbey in Richardton, N.D. Living the three
Baptismal offices of priest, prophet and king was
the theme of the daily conferences presented by
the Community of St. John. The retreat provided
an opportunity to deepen roots in the natural
vocation and permanent call for their lives.
Participants were given the time to use,
express and develop their talents at Ecclesia.
Some of the talents displayed were: artistic gifts,
providing voice for beautiful chant and harmonic pieces for Liturgy, playing instruments,
giving various presentations and producing and
performing a two-hour theatrical enactment on
stage at the University. The many talents shared
gave the sense that God was indeed being glorified.

Some participants attending Eccelsia pose with their small
group leader, Fr. Thomas Duntan CSJ, from England. Ecclesia
welcomed participants from a vast variety of background from
over ten states and one coming from Canada. Bach row left to
right: Fr Thomas, Isaiah Rochester, and Andrew Kleczek. Front
row left to right: Maggie Weeks, Maggie Rochester, Mary Manssur, Maria McCarty, Katie Kleczek, and Christine O’Brien.

Fr. James Shea, President of the University of
Mary, commented, “It was wonderful to host the
students of Ecclesia and the Community of St.
John again on our campus. Their presence and
their spirit of intellectual engagement, love for
the liturgy, and joy in Catholic life were a wonderful witness and encouragement. We see this
program as yet another way the University can
serve the Church as our founders, the Benedictine Sisters of the Annunciation, have always
done.”
As the Ecclesia program came to its close,
participants made and renewed their consecration to Jesus through Mary. Please pray for all the
attendants that in the areas they were allowed to
grow and blossom at Ecclesia they may be able
to continue their growth to bear “fruit that will
last” - John 15:16. As the new Evangelizers of the
Church, pray also that they may always have “the
courage to counter [the] reductive secularism” in
answer to Pope Benedict’s vigilant call.
For more information and videos on the
Ecclesia program, go to www.soaringforwisdom.
com/Ecclesia and www.gotoecclesia.com.
______________________________________
Mary Evinger is a member of the Cathedral of St Mary,
Fargo. She attended the 2012 Ecclesia Institute.
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Campaign 2012: The future of the pro-life cause
The
Catholic
Difference
George Weigel

“It’s the economy, stupid!” – James Carville’s
memorable note-to-self during the 1992 presidential race – will be the determining factor in
the 2012 campaign, according to the common
wisdom. That may be true. But as Catholics
consider their responsibilities between now and
November 6, it would be good to remember
that the future of the pro-life cause in America
is also at stake.
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is 79. Justices Antonin Scalia and Anthony
Kennedy are 76. Justice Stephen Breyer is 74.
The president elected in November will likely
appoint two Supreme Court justices, and may
appoint as many as four, over the next quadrennium. If that next president replaces Justices
Ginsburg, Breyer, and Kennedy with nominees
who think that Roe v. Wade (1973) and Casey
v. Planned Parenthood (1992) were wrongly
decided, there could conceivably be a 7-2 Court
majority to overturn (or, in effect, gut) those
dreadful decisions and return the abortion
debate (and related life-issues questions like euthanasia) to the states. There, the pro-life cause
would win some states (likely the majority) and
lose some others. With national opinion polls
showing a pro-life majority for the first time in
a long time, however, the conditions would be
right for legally advancing the cause in a dra-

matic way.
If, conversely, Justice Scalia (and Justices
Ginsburg and Breyer, and possibly Kennedy)
were to be replaced in the next presidential
term by nominees favorable to the Court’s
judgment in Roe and Casey, the radical abortion license created by those two decisions
might well be set in federal legal concrete for
the next thirty years. The pro-life cause would
go on, but it would continue under severe federal legal restraints.
That this choice should present itself in
partisan terms is a national tragedy. In the
aftermath of the 1992 election, several of us
gathered around Governor Robert Casey of
Pennsylvania to plan a Democratic nomination challenge to President Clinton in 1996.
Casey had been blocked by the Clintons from
speaking at the 1992 Democratic convention;
he combined a strong pro-life record with an
appeal to the important voting bloc of “Reagan
Democrats;” he had twice been elected governor of a crucial swing state; and whether or
not he could wrest the Democratic nomination
away from President Clinton, a strong Casey
campaign in 1996 would have established two
crucial points – the pro-life issue is a bipartisan
one, and there is ample room in the Democratic Party for gung-ho pro-lifers.
It would have been great fun; it might have
been historic; but it was not to be. Governor
Casey’s health went south, the challenge to
President Clinton never materialized, and the
throw-weight of pro-lifers within the Democratic Party was further reduced. Where all of
that eventually led was demonstrated in early
2010, when pro-life Democrats in the House
of Representatives provided the slim margin of
victory for Obamacare – the implementers of
which are now whittling away religious freedom
and asking dental insurers whether they provide abortion coverage in their plans, all in the
name of a virtually unlimited and government-

“

Men and women
of conscience

will form their
judgments
accordingly

funded right to abortion-on-demand.
As the natural successor to the classic civil
rights movement, the pro-life cause ought to
have been a bipartisan cause; it should certainly
have been the cause of Catholic progressives.
Yet as early as 1967, Richard John Neuhaus,
then a Lutheran pastor and a civil rights veteran, warned his fellow-liberals in a Commonweal article that they were betraying the
civil rights cause by flirting with “liberalized”
abortion laws. Neuhaus’s article won a prize
from the Catholic Press Association; but that
was then, and this is now. And as the Democratic Party has become ever more intransigent
on the abortion question – with rare exceptions
like Congressman Dan Lipinski (D-Illinois), a
true pro-life hero – the pro-life cause has been
abandoned by the old pro-civil rights coalition,
even as African-American communities are
decimated by the abortion license.
In any case, the pro-life stakes in 2012 could
not be greater. Men and women of conscience
will form their judgments accordingly.
_____________________________________
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Area native professes vows as Dominican Sister of St. Cecilia
Nineteen young women professed the simple vows of
poverty, chastity, and obedience as Dominican Sisters of
Saint Cecilia Congregation in Nashville, Tennessee on July
28, 2012. Among those who made their First Profession
was Sister Anna Karol Braun, O.P., a former parishioner
of St. Hildegard Church, Diocese of Bismarck, North
Dakota.
Sister Anna Karol is the daughter of Alvin and Juanita
Braun, also parishioners at St. Hildegard Church. Sister Anna Karol is a graduate of St. Mary’s Central High
School and studied at the University of St. Thomas in
St. Paul, Minnesota. She is currently studying at Aqui-

nas College, Nashville, in
preparation for the teaching
apostolate.
The Mass for the Rite of
First Religious Profession
was celebrated at the Cathedral of the Incarnation in
Nashville. The Most Reverend Lee Piché, Auxiliary
Bishop of the Archdiocese
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota, was the
main celebrant. The
homilist was Reverend
Albert Trudel, O.P. of
the Dominican Province of St. Joseph.
In addition to the
sisters making first
profession of vows,
nine young women
professed their perpetual vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience
with the Nashville Dominicans on July 25,
2012.
The Congregation of Dominican Sisters of St.
Cecilia was established in Nashville in 1860. The
Sisters of St. Cecilia are dedicated to the apostolate of Catholic education. The community of 280
sisters serves in 33 schools throughout the United
States, with mission houses also in Sydney, Australia
and Vancouver, British Columbia. The community
has recently opened a house of studies in Washington, DC, for its members who serve or study in
the capital city. St. Cecilia Motherhouse is located
in Nashville, Tennessee. For more information on
the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia Congregation,
please visit their website at www.nashvilledominican.org.

Above: Sister Anna Karol Braun,
O.P. (back row, second from left)
was among nineteen Dominican Sisters of the St. Cecilia
Congregation who made their
first profession of vows on July
28, 2012.
Inset: Sr. Anna Karol Braun, O.P.
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The Mass explained
The Eucharistic Prayer: Part I

By Rev. Nick L. Schneider
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
In the last two months of this article, we have
examined the offertory prayers. This is part
of the longer look at the third section of Mass
– the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The next moment in the Liturgy of the Eucharist is the high
Eucharistic Prayer. With this, as the Catechism
of the Catholic Church has it, “We come to the
heart and summit of the celebration.”1
The Eucharistic Prayer is, in fact, Christ’s
own prayer to the Father. In it, His Body and
Blood become present again on the altar and
makes it possible to receive and adore Christ. In
the coming months, we will be looking at some
of the theological and historical richness of
the Eucharistic Prayer. Each month, we will be
examining the prayers from different points of
view. This month, we will give a broad overview, noting briefly the options for the Eucharistic Prayers and the overall structure.

Options
There are some elements of the Eucharistic Prayer that never change. For instance, the
text of the Sanctus (Holy Holy) is the same, no
matter which option is chosen. Some elements
of the Eucharistic Prayer change relative to the
celebration. For instance, there are a number of
options for Prefaces depending on the feast or
time of year. (The Preface, as we shall see, is the
part of the Eucharistic Prayer that begins with
the Dialogue “The Lord be with you” and ends
with the Sanctus (Holy, Holy).
Finally, there are the main texts of the
Eucharistic Prayer. Essentially, there are four
options for these. Each of the prayers has its
own unique history. The one used for the
longest period is Eucharistic Prayer I. One of
them, Eucharistic Prayer III, is a completely
new composition, written by a theologian after
the Second Vatican Council. We will eventually
look at the history and theological nuances for
each of the Eucharistic Prayers. For now, I will
simply mention when each of the four main
prayers are used
in Mass. Article
“So that from the rising
365 in the General
of the sun to its setting,
Instruction of the
a pure sacrifice may be
Roman Missal
offered to Your name.”
gives guidelines
for when to use
each of the prayers.
Eucharistic Prayer I, the “Roman Canon” can
be used at any time. This is the prayer in which
the Apostles, Martyrs (Peter and Paul, Andrew,
John, James, Thomas, etc…. John the Baptist,
Stephen, Matthias, Barnabas, etc…) are commemorated.
Eucharistic Prayer II is more appropriate for
weekdays. This is the prayer that begins by asking for the Spirit to come as the dewfall.
Eucharistic Prayer III is preferred on Sundays
and festive days. It includes the observation that
God gathers a people to himself, “So that from
the rising of the sun to its setting a pure sacrifice may be offered to Your name.”
Eucharistic Prayer IV is unique. It is the only
one of the four prayers that has a Preface that
must be used. The Preface is integrated into the
prayer in such a way that it has a full summary
of salvation history – God’s action throughout
history to save humankind. For this reason, it
can be used only when a Mass does not have a
Preface of its own. That means that it cannot
be used on feast days, or outside of Ordinary
Time.

The Parts of the Eucharistic Prayer
Before a very brief outline of the parts of
the Eucharistic prayer, it is worth noting that
there is a good bit of new vocabulary we will be
learning. We will review some of these terms in
the coming months as we look at each prayer

and all the elements of the prayers in greater
detail.
Article 79 in the General Instruction of the
Roman Missal outlines the key elements in
the structure of the Eucharistic Prayers. These
elements are common to all of the Eucharistic
Prayers that we use at Mass. Along with deeper
explanations of each of the Eucharistic Prayers,
we will be taking a closer look at each of the
elements of the prayers as well.
The Preface is the first part of the prayer.
It includes the explicit rendering of thanks to
God, and expresses the theological significant
elements of any given feast. As we shall see in
future months, the Preface can be a fruitful tool
for meditating on a given feast.
The acclaimation, or Sanctus (Holy, Holy)
allows us, as a congregation, to join our voices
with the angels and all heavenly hosts in adoring the living God.
The epiclesis is the part of the Eucharistic
Prayer in which the priest calls down (the word
means, literally, “to call upon”) the Holy Spirit
to sanctify.
The institution narrative is the words of Jesus
from the Last Supper. These are the words that
consecrate the bread and wine, causing their
substance to change from simple bread and
wine to the very Body and Blood of Jesus.
The next part is called the anamnesis. The
word means “remembering,” or “recalling.”
In this part of the prayer, we recall the saving

events of Christ’s passion death and resurrection.
Then comes the oblation. Here, we offer the
sacrifice back to the Father. The intention of
this is that, along with the Body and Blood of
Christ, each Christian offers his or her self back
to the Heavenly Father.
The intercessions are special prayers offered
on behalf of the whole Church. It is the recognition that no celebration of Mass – from the
Mass of a priest by himself to the largest Mass
with a million plus people – is celebrated just
for the ones present. It has consequences for the
whole world.
Finally, there is a concluding doxology, which
glorifies God (Through Him, and with Him,
and in Him…), to which, the congregation
expresses consent by saying or singing “Amen.”
It is my sincerest hope that our discussions
of these great and ancient prayers in the coming
months will lead
us to make that
“Amen” a more
“Through Him, and with
understanding
Him, and in Him...”
heartfelt assent,
and that our
participation at Mass will be deepened through
that understanding. May Almighty God abundantly bless you.
______________________________________
CCC 1352

1

Celebration of Marriage Anniversary
Mass to be held in Minot
The Diocese of Bismarck Office of Family
Ministry is holding its 12th annual Celebration of Marriage Day Anniversary Mass on
Saturday, October 27, at Our Lady of Grace
Parish, 16th Ave. SW, Minot. Liturgy begins
at 12:00 noon CDT with Bishop David D.
Kagan presiding and a luncheon reception
following. All couples will receive a Certificate of Congratulations regardless of the
number of years married, along with a photo
taken of them with the Bishop. Pictures for
the event begin at 10:00 a.m. at the church
before liturgy.
Strengthening marriage and family is one
of the top priorities of the US Catholic Conference of Bishops and the Bismarck Diocese. This yearly event is one sample of the

Church’s support. Office of Family Ministry
Director, Joyce McDowall, states, “Couples
married from 4 months to 68 years have
been in attendance and honored at previous
anniversary Masses. The photos taken with
Bishop have often been used on Christmas
cards and as family gifts. This year will be the
first Celebration of Marriage Anniversary
Mass with Bishop Kagan, so those who have
attended this as an annual event will have a
picture with their new bishop! It is a beautiful liturgy and day honoring couples within
the sacrament of marriage.”
Pre-registration is required. Call Lynn at
the Diocese of Bismarck at 701-222-3035 or
toll free 1-877-405-7435.

State Knights of Columbus officers installed
In July the State Knights of Columbus Officers were installed at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit during Mass with Bishop
David D. Kagan and Assistant Knights of Columbus State Chaplain, Fr. Shannon Lucht. Pictured in front: Dixie Wagner, Fr.
Shannon Lucht, Bishop David D. Kagan, State Deputy Glenn Wagner. Back: State Advocate Jake and Deb Werner, Immediate Past State Deputy Dr. Cory and Barb Badinger, State Treasurer Larry Lewandowski, State Secretary Sandee and Brent
Mikkelsen, State Warden Valerie and Michael Blazek.
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YEAR OF FAITH

2012
2013

Diocese of Bismarck
By Michelle Duppong
Coordinator of the Year of Faith

T

hrough the Holy Spirit, Pope Benedict XVI
has called for a Year of Faith in the Universal Church. What does this mean? Each of
us is invited to open the door of our heart
to Love, which is God. At every moment of
our existence, God is showering us with His love, grace
and mercy. His intention is that we desire to receive
this love, this friendship with Him. Throughout this
Year of Faith and beyond, it is our pastor’s, Bishop
Kagan’s, Pope Benedict’s and ultimately Jesus Christ’s
intention to help us receive and live in the love of the
Father.

The Year of Faith marks the 50th anniversary of the opening of
the Second Vatican Council and the 20th anniversary of the promulgation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Returning to the
articles of the Apostles’ Creed, the Catechism of the Catholic Church
and the Vatican II documents is the starting place for this Year so that

each of us may be “transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing
and perfect” (Rom. 12:2). By being first grounded in this relationship with Christ, we are able to discern the Lord’s will and live out
the teachings of the Church, and through this, we are free, having
the ability to choose the good. However, if we look at the Catholic
Church’s teachings as “a bunch of rules” and miss this relationship
with our God, we rebel. Rules without relationship lead to rebellion.
This is plain to see in our modern world.
You, along with your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, etc.,
are invited to join in this Year of Faith and the events and devotions
offered in our diocese. To provide for an even richer spiritual experience, Bishop Kagan, through his authority as Bishop, is offering
many opportunities for the faithful to receive graces through indulgences, participating in the Rogation and Ember Days practices and
pilgrimages to the Cathedral and Marian churches in the diocese.
More details on these are outlined in this Year of Faith section of the
Dakota Catholic Action.
Check out the diocesan website, www.bismarckdiocese.com/offices/YearofFaith, for more info on these events. We hope you will receive the grace God is pouring upon you during this time. The choice
is yours. Holiness is calling!

Rogation and Ember Days: Penance is good and good for you
By Bishop David D. Kagan
oday, penance is often viewed as a punishment. We must move
away from this erroneous perception and see penance as an expression of the heart’s desire to turn toward God and away from
sin. Virtue, the disposition to choose the good, is acquired through penance, disciplining ones natural instincts.
In the Church, there are special days set aside for fasting, penance,
prayers of petition and processions. In addition to prayers for a bountiful harvest and the blessing of the fields, these special days, known as
Rogation Days and Ember Days, included prayers for vocations to the
priesthood. These days reflected the Church’s understanding of Jesus’
injunction: “The harvest is great but the laborers are few; pray therefore
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers for His harvest.” (Lk 10:2)
These days taken together constituted sixteen days of the liturgical
year: 4 Rogation Days and 12 Ember Days. While Rogation Days fell

T

PRAYER FOR THE YEAR OF FAITH
Praise and glory to You, Most Holy Trinity,
You alone are God most high!
By Your grace, O Father, may the Year of Faith be a time of deep
conversion and of joyful return to You.
Father, grant that we may live this Year of Faith docile to the voice
of the Holy Spirit, faithful to the way of Christ Jesus, diligent in
listening to Your Word and in approaching the wellsprings of grace.
Father, by the power of the Holy Spirit, strengthen the Church’s
commitment to the new evangelization. Help us to proclaim Christ
by our lives of faith which we profess with our lips and confess by
our love for the poor, our works of mercy, our compassion toward
all, and our seeking of forgiveness from You.
May the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church,
make the Year of Faith a time of renewed hope and joy in the Holy
Spirit, for each of us and for the whole Church.
To You, Almighty Father, Creator of the universe and of mankind,
through Christ Jesus, the Living One, Lord of time and history, in
the Holy Spirit Who makes all things holy, be praise and honor and
glory now and forever. Amen
Imprimatur
+Bishop David D. Kagan
A partial indulgence granted for each time prayed before
the Most Blessed Sacrament.

within the Easter Season and thus,
over time were not observed due to
the fact that it was deemed inappropriate to fast and do penance in this
time, the Ember Days remained a
popular observance in the Church’s
liturgical year.
In the first century Christians
had been instructed to fast on every
Wednesday and Friday and Pope St.
Callistus (d. 222) added Saturday
three times a year as another day of
fast. In the time of Pope St. Leo the
Great (d.461), the Romans had the
tradition of fasting four times in a
year: Lent, Pentecost, September
and December. With the addition
of Saturday fast, there were four
“Ember weeks”. The first week of March, the second week of June (after
Pentecost Sunday), the third week of September following the 14th (the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross), and the week before Christmas Eve following St. Lucy’s Day.
In this “Year of Faith” as celebrated in the Diocese of Bismarck by the
People of God, I ask that every Catholic who has celebrated his/her eighteenth birthday, on the following days: Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays of December 19, 21 & 22, 2012; March 6, 8 & 9, 2013; June 12, 14 &
15, 2013; September 18, 20 & 21, 2013, observe, if possible, the spirit of
the Rogation and Ember Days by:
1. Fast (1 full meal and 2 lesser meals) in order to overcome the temptations to sin and to better dispose oneself to love and do the will of
God (Mk 4:1-11);
2. Perform an act of self-denial in order to seek reconciliation for sins
and the cultivation of personal conversion to the Lord and greater
holiness of life;
3. Pray three times each day for God’s protection from evil, for a
greater and deeper understanding of our Catholic Faith, and in
thanksgiving for God’s abundant blessings;
4. Attend and participate at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass once in the
three days and offer one’s Holy Communion for the intentions of
the defense of Religious Liberty in our nation and for vocations to
the priesthood and the consecrated life.
In this way we take to heart what the Second Vatican Council taught:
“. . . the traditional customs and usages of the sacred seasons are preserved or restored to suit the conditions of modern times; their specific
character is to be retained, so that they duly nourish the devotion of the
faithful who celebrate the mysteries of Christian redemption and above
all the paschal mystery.” (SC 107)
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Year of Faith Indulgences

Diocesan Marian
Pilgrimage Sites

Strengthen your faith—Build up the Church
By Bishop David D. Kagan
ith the opening of the Year of Faith,
let’s take a fresh look at indulgences— opportunities Christ has granted to the Church to pour His grace upon souls
thirsting for holiness. Graces offered through
indulgences do two things: 1. Strengthen one’s
own faith and hope. 2. Allow one to perform
supreme acts of charity towards others, especially the poor souls in purgatory.
Definition: An indulgence is the remission
before God of temporal punishment [unhealthy attachment to creatures as a consequence of sin lasting even after death, of
which one must be purified either on earth or
in purgatory, CCC, 1472] for sins whose guilt
is already forgiven, which a properly disposed
member of the Christian faithful gains under
certain and defined conditions by the assistance
of the Church which as minister of redemption
dispenses and applies authoritatively the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the saints.
An indulgence is partial [removes part of the
temporal punishment due to sin] or plenary
[removes all of the temporal punishment due
to sin] insofar as it partially or totally frees from
the temporal punishment due to sins. (Canons
992-993, Code of Canon Law)
Manual of Indulgences, Norms on Indulgences
N.7: “Diocesan bishops . . . have the right from
entrance upon their pastoral office: 1. To grant
within the territory of their jurisdiction a partial indulgence to all the faithful, and to those
faithful belonging to their jurisdiction in places
outside this territory. 2. To impart in their
respective dioceses, according to the prescribed
formula, the Papal Blessing with a plenary
indulgence three times a year on solemn feasts
which they have designated, even if they only
assist at the Mass. This Blessing is to be given at
the conclusion of Mass in place of the customary blessing, according to the norms given in
the Ceremonial of Bishops.
In the Diocese of Bismarck and for Roman
Catholics of the Diocese of Bismarck who find
themselves outside this Diocese for any period
of time during the Year of Faith, the Diocesan
Bishop grants a partial indulgence for the following acts of piety, devotion and charity. They
are:
1. Visits to the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
and/or all or any of the 15 Churches in
the Diocese of Bismarck dedicated to the
honor of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary,
and the recitation of the Apostles’ Creed,
the Our Father, and the Hail Mary for the
intentions of the Holy Father.
2. One-half hour periods of Adoration of the
Most Blessed Sacrament Exposed in any
Parish Church or Oratory or Chapel, and
the recitation of the Apostles’ Creed, 3 Our
Fathers, and 3 Hail Mary’s for an increase
in vocations to the Sacred Priesthood and
to the Consecrated Life.
3. For all Catholics who have celebrated their
fourteenth birthday, to abstain from meat
and all foods made from meat products on
each Friday of the Year of Faith, outside of
Ash Wednesday, Good Friday and the Fridays of Lent, and to read one of the Four
Gospel accounts of the Crucifixion and
Death of the Lord Jesus Christ.
4. For all Catholics who have achieved the
age of reason (7 years), to give one hour of
one day each month to the direct assistance
of the poor by making a monetary donation to one’s Parish efforts, assisting with
the distribution of needed goods for the
poor, or praying the Luminous Mysteries
of the Most Holy Rosary for all who are in
any physical or spiritual need.

W

5. For all Catholics who take part in a spiritual retreat, Parish mission, or day of recollection.
6. For all Catholics who consciously practice
one of the Corporal or Spiritual Works of
Mercy at any time, even daily.
As the Year of Faith progresses, the Diocesan
Bishop will publish to all of the Catholic Faithful of the Diocese of Bismarck other opportunities for obtaining partial indulgences for
specific acts of piety, devotion and charity on
specific days and at specific times of the Year.
In accord with the Norms on Indulgences,
N.7, the Diocesan Bishop will impart the Papal
Blessing with a plenary indulgence on Christmas Day, at Midnight Mass; on Easter Sunday
at the principal Mass in the Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit; and on March 19th, the Solemnity
of Saint Joseph, Husband of Mary and Patron
of the Universal Church.

Bismarck
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New England

St. Mary

Richardton

St. Mary

South Heart

St. Mary

Stanley

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary

Year of Faith Links
Vatican Year of Faith Website: www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en.html
Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Letter, Porta Fidei: http://www.annusfidei.va/content/
novaevangelizatio/en/benedetto-xvi/lettera-apostolica--porta-fidei-.html
Pastoral Recommendations for the Year of Faith:
http://www.annusfidei.va/content/ novaevangelizatio/en/annus-fidei/
indicazioni-pastorali-per-l-anno-della-fede.html
Diocese of Bismarck: www.bismarckdiocese.com/offices/YearofFaith

Year of Faith Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
January 20-31, 2013
Join Fr. Benedict Fischer, OSB, University of Mary Chaplain and Mike Scherschligt, STL,
Director of the Holy Family School of Faith in the Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS on this
remarkable journey in the footsteps of Our Lord Jesus from Bethlehem to Galilee to
Jerusalem.

Itinerary:
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Bismarck to Tel Aviv
Tel Aviv to Bethlehem (2 nights)
Bethlehem to Ein Karem (West of Jerusalem)
North through Jordan River Valley to Galilee region (3 nights)
Tour of the Sea of Galilee region (Nazareth, Mt. Beatitude)
Capharnaum, 7 Springs
Mt. Tabor, Sabaste, Jacob’s Well - South to Jerusalem (4 nights)
Jerusalem “orientation” - Old City, Temple Mount
Kidron Valley, Bethphage (Palm Sunday Walk)
Mt. of Olives, Gethsemane, Upper Room, Mt. Zion, Caiaphas’ house
Via Dolorose, Holy Sepulchre
Return to Bismarck

Cost: $4,100 per person (double occupancy) all inclusive: airfare, transportation,
lodging, meals, tours, entrances fees, etc.
Fr. Benedict is willing to share about his studies in the Holy Land at interested
parishes.

For more information or to book a reservation, please contact:
Fr. Benedict Fischer, OSB

701-355-8267
bdfischer@umary.edu

Trinity Travel

Trudy Boynton
913-422-4141
816-863-8237 (cell)
trinitytravel@kc.rr.com
www.trinitytravelonline.com
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Respect Life Month 2012: Approaching 40 years since Roe v. Wade
In 2013 our country will observe a shameful
anniversary, marking forty years of a “culture
of death” that began when the U.S. Supreme
Court, in Roe v. Wade, struck down all state
laws restricting abortion. Since the advent of
“legalized” abortion, over 53 million children
have lost their lives, and their parents and
family members have been forever, unalterably
changed.
In addition to opening the door to abortion
on request for all nine months of pregnancy,
the Supreme Court’s decision eroded respect
for human life and led to a growing acceptance of death as the “solution” to personal
and societal problems. Euthanasia and assisted

suicide are now promoted as answers to declining health and disability. Human embryonic
stem cell research, in which week-old embryos
are sacrificed, is championed as a means to cure
disease. To solve the problem of low fertility,
many doctors create human embryos in their
clinics, knowing full well that few embryos
will survive to birth and the majority will be
discarded or die. And the death penalty is still
vigorously defended as the answer to violent
crime.
A long time ago, God the Father allowed the
Israelites to wander in a wasteland for forty
painful years. This exile was not only a punishment for having rejected him, it was also

Rosary for Life
The Diocese of Bismarck will be hosting a Rosary for Life in honor of Respect Life
Month. Everyone is invited to join in praying for all life. A reception will follow.
For more information contact Amanda Ellerkamp, Coordinator of Respect Life and
Natural Family Planning at 701-590-2837, aellerkamp@bismarckdiocese.com

Sunday,October
October7th
7
Sunday,
2 pmCDT
CDT
2pm
Christ the
theKing
KingParish,
Parish,Mandan
Mandan
Christ

BIOETHICAL CHALLENGES
of our time
October 19–20
Moral Issues Associated
with Artificial Nutrition
and Hydration; Suicide,
Assisted Suicide, and
Euthanasia; Advance Directives;
Health Care Proxy; Do Not
Resuscitate Orders; Physician
Orders for Life-Sustaining
Treatment/Medical Orders for
Life-Sustaining Treatment Forms

Guest Speaker:

Father Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
This session will compare and
contrast the parameters and
benefits of advanced directives
and health care proxies, explain
Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

Director of Education at
the NCBC

the operable principles in the end
of life care decision making, and
describe how those principles are
incorporated into Catholic health
care agency policies.

Open to health care professionals,
legal professionals, clergy and all
interested individuals.
SESSIONS ARE:
Fridays, 5:45 PM – 8:30 PM and
Saturdays, 9 AM – 11:45 AM (all times are CST)
University of Mary
Matt & Jo Ann Butler Hall
Gary Tharaldson School of Business
7500 University Drive
Bismarck, ND

COST:
1 weekend seminar (with credit).................$ 75
1 weekend seminar (without credit)............$ 50
Half weekend seminar ...............................$ 35
(Friday evening or Saturday morning, with credit)

Next Session: November 16–17
Abortion, Difficult Pregnancies, Early Induction,
Ectopic Pregnancy, Fetal Remains, Sexual Assault Protocols
For a complete listing of all sessions or to register
visit www.umary.edu/bioethics.
Workshop sessions eligible for a variety of educational credits including Continuing Medical Education
(CME), Professional Learning Credits, Graduate Workshop Credit and Continuing Education Units (CEU).
Please inquire for details.

Half weekend seminar ...............................$ 25
(Friday evening or Saturday morning, without credit)

This seminar series is
presented by
UNIVERSITY OF MARY
School of Health Sciences

Bismarck, ND 58504

BISMARCK CATHOLIC
PHYSICIANS GUILD
A CHARTERED GUILD of the
Catholic Medical Association

Seminar series
sponsors
D IOCESE OF
B ISMARCK

a test of their faithfulness before they would
be allowed to enter the land he had promised
them. At the end of their time in the desert, the
Israelites were given one final challenge: “I have
set before you life and death, the blessing and
the curse. Choose life, then, that you and your
descendants may live, / by loving the LORD,
your God, obeying his voice, and holding fast to
him” (Dt 30:19-20).
Even after reaching Canaan, the Israelites
had to endure many battles before they could
freely occupy the land. All this was to strengthen their faith in God and affirm their total
reliance on him. So, too, have these last forty
years tested our faithfulness. But they have also
strengthened the resolve of many Christians,
especially teens and young adults, to be more
determined than ever to help bring about a
“culture of life.”
How do we strengthen our faith and resolve
today, as our country marks forty years in the
wasteland of the culture of death? Providentially, Pope Benedict XVI has declared a worldwide Year of Faith, beginning on October 11,
2012 and concluding on November 24, 2013. In
introducing the Year of Faith, the Holy Father
spoke of the grave difficulties of our time, and
the need for the Church to lead people out of
the desert and clasp sinners to its bosom. He
suggested a path of penance and renewal and
called for authentic conversion and witness to
charity so the Church might be the visible community of God’s mercy.
The Holy Father reminds us that faith is a
journey, a pilgrimage. The path to true happiness is a path of penance and renewal. As
pilgrims make their progress, both the pathway
and the journey can change them profoundly.
The Israelites who set out for the Promised
Land were not the same Israelites who finally
entered Canaan. As they grew in their faith,
they were finally able to recognize the treasure
God put before them. Faith opens our eyes to
the true value of what is before us. In the light
of faith, we come to understand that every
human being is priceless in the Father’s eyes because our lives have been ransomed at the price
of his Son Jesus’ blood.
The fortieth anniversary of Roe v. Wade lands
squarely within the Year of Faith. It is as if the
Holy Father has given the Church in the United
States a focused time to acknowledge the great
sin of abortion with all its manifold consequences, and to embrace a time of penance and
conversion. Above all, in this Year of Faith, may
the Church and all its members become living witnesses to God’s longing to forgive and
to pour out his healing mercy upon all those
who have promoted or been wounded by the
culture of death. Pope Benedict has invited us
on a journey of faith to open our eyes to the
grandeur and beauty of all human life and to
become courageous and effective defenders of
every human life.
How will you respond to this invitation?
The Holy See calls each of us in this Year of
Faith to study the teachings of Catholicism and
to strengthen our personal relationship with
our Lord. While the Church singles out the
Catechism of the Catholic Church as foundational for our reflection, it also calls our attention to the beautiful teachings in the pro-life
encyclical Evangelium Vitae, the Gospel of Life.
So for Americans, the Year of Faith can be a
time of reflection and response to forty years of
the culture of death with the inspiring vision of
the Gospel of Life.
May we take full advantage of this coming
year, as individuals, parishes and organizations,
in our prayer, reflection and acts of reparation.
As we enter the Year of Faith, may the journey
open our eyes to human life in all its grandeur
and beauty.
______________________________________________________

Reprinted with Permission from: Secretariat of Pro-Life
Activities, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, www.
usccb.org/prolife.
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Bishop dons cowboy hat, rides combine as Zents
host Town and Country Celebration
By Matthew Kurtz
Just nine months into his appointment as
Bishop of Bismarck, Most. Rev. David Kagan
unofficially became fully inaugurated into
the life of the Bismarck Diocese at the Town
and Country Celebration, held Aug. 19 on the
farmstead of Deacon Bob and Gini Zent.
As shepherd of a predominantly rural
diocese, Bishop Kagan embraced country living during the celebration, sporting a cowboy
hat (supplied by Fr. Patrick Schumacher) and
climbing into Deacon Zent’s combine for a
pass through his flax field.
“I was excited to see him crawl in that combine,” said Joyce McDowall, Director of Family Ministry for the Diocese of Bismarck. “I’m
hoping that his face was one of excitement
because I know when we first talked about it,
he thought, ‘Hmmm…,’ but he’s been a very
gracious Bishop.”
In addition to the combine ride, which a
smiling Bishop Kagan described as “very nice,”
the celebration included the blessing of farm
machinery, animals and fields, a barbecue
pulled-pork meal, a presentation on fossils
from paleontologist Doug Hanks and the
celebration of Mass on the farm with Bishop
Kagan.
The Zent farmstead, nestled into a shelter
belt 9 miles southeast of Dickinson, N.D. and
their home since 1979, predominately produces spring wheat plus winter wheat, buckwheat, safflower, flax and corn. If not for the
generous help of dozens of volunteers from
the Church of St. Wenceslaus in Dickinson,
the Zents agreed the event would have been
difficult to pull off. In fact, Town and Country had been cancelled until the Zents stepped
forward.
“I never dreamed that we’d be hosting [the
Town and Country Celebration],” said Gini,
who recently retired from her 23 years of service as religious education coordinator at St.
Wenceslaus. “But with all the detail work that
they took care of, for us it was just providing
the space and taking care of the weeds.”
“There were at least 35 people who showed
up at 7 a.m.,” said Deacon Bob, who has been
married to Gini for 44 years and did his own
work to polish up the farm to prepare for the
event. “Somebody asked me if we were painting up the buildings, but I said, ‘I haven’t got
time for painting but I tore one down that

Bishop Kagan sported a hat given to him by Fr. Patrick
Schumacher at the 2012 Town and Country Celebration on
the farmstead of Deacon Bob and Gini Zent.

was beyond needing paint,’” he said with a
laugh.
“For St. Wenceslaus to be able to host has
been a real privilege,” said Fr. Schumacher,
pastor at the church. “We have a centennial
year this year, and just over a week ago we
began our centennial year, and this is another
major event in it.”
The Town and Country Celebration has
been a regular diocesan event since the 1980s,
meant to celebrate the rural culture of western N.D.
“This is really part of the stewardship of
our land and creation,” McDowall explained.
“I think those of us in the cities and the towns
need to be aware that our food and all that we
come from begins with the land.”
“We know that food doesn’t come from
grocery stores, it comes from places like this,”
stated Fr. Schumacher. “We owe them our appreciation.”
For video footage of the 2012 Town and
Country Celebration (including Bishop
Kagan’s combine ride), visit www.bismarckdiocese.com/dakota-catholic-action.

Bishop Kagan joined, from left, Deacon Bob Zent, Gini Zent,
and Fr. Patrick Schumacher after Mass on the Zent farmstead.
Below them is the large promotional poster for this year’s
Town and Country Celebration which provided an aerial view of
the Zent farmstead, located 9 miles southeast of Dickinson.

Think art is boring?

Dr. Lev makes art, faith come alive at Fall Clergy Conference
By Matthew Kurtz
Dr. Elizabeth Lev, an American Art Historian
living in Rome, intrigued the ordained clergy in
the Bismarck Diocese with her presentations at
the Fall Clergy Conference Sept. 3-6 in Medora,
N.D.
Dr. Lev, who served as art history advisor for
the films “The DaVinci Code” and “Angels and
Demons” and now teaches in Rome through
programs with Duquesne University and the
University of St. Thomas, offered six hour-long
presentations for the clergy over the course of
two days.
“When I think of what parish priests do on
this frontline of the battle of faith, I used to
think, ‘I feel kind of bad, I’m not really doing
anything to help and I just sit in a world of
pretty pictures from 500 years ago,’” said Dr.
Lev. “There were two things [I wanted to convey to the clergy]: one is that you have a friend
in the history of art and secondly, the sense that
it is very important that all of us reclaim the
great cultural contribution that we have made
through the centuries.”

Dr. Lev said she has fought against the automatic “dismissal of one’s scholarship” when
she studies art through a Catholic or Christian
perspective, or the retort that belief weakens
reason.
“All I see in the world I look at is that when
Michelangelo takes reason and he puts it together with faith, we get the Sistine Chapel. If
there was ever a world where we see harmony
between [faith and reason] instead of a conflict,
it is ours,” she said. “We’ve allowed the beauty
of many of these great artists to speak for things
that are not only not consonant with our faith,
but many times in direct conflict with it.”
Dr. Lev said she hopes her first overseas trip
to the Badlands of North Dakota isn’t her last.
“Usually my idea of beauty is something that
was created on a piece of plaster on a wall, but
the natural beauty here is really breathtaking,”
she said.
For videos of Dr. Lev’s complete presentations, visit www.bismarckdiocese.com/
dakota-catholic-action.

Dr. Elizabeth Lev
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Donor advised funds are established
Fastest growing charitable giving vehicle in US

Planned
Giving

Building a Legacy
Michael J. Kiedrowski, M.ED., CFRE
Director of Planned Giving

Fall is synonymous with harvest time. There
is a chill in the air; coats, hats and gloves are
brought out of storage; and apple cider is on
the table. The crops are in and winter is on its
way.
Many of you are experiencing personal “harvest years.” You have worked hard. Now is the
time to reap the rewards of what you have sown
and create lasting memories to be cherished for
years to come. You want to live each day in the
moment and live without regret. Your goal is a
bountiful harvest for you and your loved ones.
Managing your bountiful harvest which you
have established over your lifetime takes some
time and creative planning to accomplish your
objectives. In an effort to offer up-to-date giving and planning opportunities and to help our
parishioners manage their bountiful harvest
as good stewards, I am happy to announce the
implementation of a planned giving vehicle.
Bishop Kagan and the Provision For The Future Board of Directors have approved donor
advised funds (DAF). Donor Advised Funds
are the fastest growing charitable giving vehicle
in the United States, with more than 152,000
donor-advised accounts established, holding
over $25 billion in assets.
A donor advised fund is a charitable giving
vehicle administered by the diocese and created for the purpose of managing charitable
donations on behalf of an organization, family,

or individual. A donor-advised fund offers the
opportunity to create an easy-to-establish, low
cost, flexible vehicle for charitable giving as an
alternative to direct giving or creating a private
foundation. Our parishioners will enjoy administrative convenience, cost savings, and tax
advantages by conducting their grant making
through the fund.
A donor advised fund is like having your
own foundation. The fund is invested for
growth, which permits you to make annual gifts
of income and principal while you are alive.
When you pass away, your children may make
recommendations for distributions from the
fund for a number of years. At the end of the
term, the remaining fund balance will become
an asset of the Provision For The Future, helping us further the mission of the church.
Opening a DAF account is easy to do. Contact us to complete and sign the fund agreement. You may fund your account with a gift
of cash, securities, real estate or other assets.
Check with us if you have unique or special assets that may be donated in a tax efficient way.
Once your account is open, you are ready to
begin giving! Simply contact us in writing with
your annual recommendations of how your
DAF funds should be distributed. We seek to
honor your distribution wishes to help further
the organizations and the Catholic causes you
love.

An example of how a
DAF would work
Fred is 65 and wishes to establish a fund
that will make current and future gifts to his
Catholic school, his parish, the diocese and
other Catholic charities. Fred makes a gift of
$10,000 worth of securities to create a DAF
and recommends two charities to receive fund
distributions this year. When Fred passes away,
his children will have the right to recommend
gifts from the fund for a number of years. He is
thrilled that he can pass on his legacy of giving
to the church and his family with his DAF.

MARIAN EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
Hosted by the Diocese of Fargo

October 12, 13, & 14, 2012

Civic Memorial Auditorium, 207 4th St. N., Fargo, ND
“Do Not Abandon Me, Lord” Ps 119
Speakers: Bishop David D. Kagan, Apostolic Administrator-Diocese of Fargo • Fr. Joseph Christensen, FMI
Fr. Bill Halbing • Fr. Mitch Pacwa, SJ • Msgr. Gregory Schlesselmann • Al Barbarino • Dr. Kelly Bowring
Raymond DeSouza • Michael O’Brien • Dr. Margarett Schlientz • John Pridmore
Holy Mass ~ Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ Eucharistic Adoration ~ Eucharistic Healing Service Speakers’ Forum
~ Sacred Relic Exhibit ~ Books, Tapes & Religious Articles
* * * One Form per Registrant * * *

PRINT Your Complete Name CLEARLY As It Should Appear On Your NAME BADGE.
NAME _______________________________________________________ PHONE _________________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________ EMAIL ______________________________
CITY _________________________________________________ STATE _______________ ZIP ______________________
Adults – pre-registered $50 ($55 after Oct.1st)

$ __________

College Students - $20

$ __________

Children (under 18 yrs) - $15

$ __________

Priests & Religious (Registration is required)

$ ___N/C___

TOTAL: (Payable in U.S. Funds ONLY)

$ __________

q I require special needs seating.

Your NAME BADGE will be mailed to you. It is your OFFICIAL CONGRESS ENTRY!
We strongly encourage you to register as early as possible. Seating is limited. “No assigned seating.”
If your registration is received after October 1st (US), or September 14th (Canada), your NAME BADGE must be picked up at the
Registration Table the day you arrive. Food concessions will be available for lunches, snacks & beverages throughout the weekend.

The Civic Memorial Auditorium strictly prohibits bringing in food, water or beverage not purchased on site.
Mail check and form(s) to: Marian Eucharistic Congress, PO Box 1163, Fargo, ND 58107
Your cancelled check is your receipt.
www.fargodiocese.org/marian      Email: StarryJMJ@aol.com      Phone: (701) 234-9019

40% ND Tax Credit!
Since 2007, planned gifts to charities have
been eligible for a 40% ND tax credit (a direct
reduction in taxes).
Now, since the 2011 individuals can obtain
this tax credit for outright gifts to qualified
endowment funds if gifts made to the same
endowment during the year equal or exceed
$5,000 to a specific qualified endowment. So,
your gift of $5000 will only cost you $3000
when considering the ND tax credit you would
receive of $2000. When combined with federal
tax income tax savings, and avoiding capital
gains taxes on appreciated property, the cost to
support your parish, Catholic School or diocese
endowment has been significantly reduced.
This credit provides an excellent opportunity
for parishes, schools and the diocese to build
endowment funding, it continues to provide
cost-saving benefit for our parishioners who
already support our church’s endowments and
provide value-added incentive for those who
are considering a gift.
This column space does not allow for a full
discussion of these tax saving opportunities to
support the church today and/or into the future. Individuals should consult their tax advisers for information specific to their situations.
If you are interested in hearing more about how
this tax credit can impact your support, please
call the diocesan Planned Giving Office at 701222-3035 or toll free at 877-405-7435 or contact
us by e-mail at mkiedrowski@bismarckdiocese.
com. It is important to know all of your options
when considering a gift and we look forward to
the opportunity to answer your questions. Let’s
get started!

Marian Eucharistic
Congress to feature
EWTN’s Fr. Mitch Pacwa
Father Mitch Pacwa, SJ, well-known by many
for his frequent contributions to the Eternal
World Television Network, will be keynote
speaker at this year’s Marian Eucharistic Congress in Fargo, N.D.
The event, which takes place every other year
in the Diocese of Fargo, begins Friday, Oct. 12
and runs through Sunday, Oct. 14 at the Civic
Memorial Auditorium in downtown Fargo.
The theme of this year’s event, “Do Not
Abandon Me, Lord,” will resound throughout
this year’s gathering. The event traditionally draws together hundreds of people who
are yearning to learn about and grow in their
Catholic faith.
Other speakers for this year’s Congress
include Bishop David Kagan; Father Joseph
Christensen, FMI; Father Bill Halbing; Msgr.
Gregory Schlesselmann; Al Barbarino; Dr. Kelly
Bowring; Raymond DeSouza; Michael O’Brien;
John Pridmore; and Dr. Margaret Schlientz.
Mass will be celebrated each day and opportunities for reconciliation and Eucharistic
adoration will be available throughout the
Congress. A sacred relic exhibit and children’s
program will add to the weekend, along with
the availability of books, tapes and religious
articles.
The doors open at noon on Friday, Oct. 12.
For vendor or individual registration forms,
visit www.fargodiocese.org/marian. For more
information, visit the site or call (701) 234-9019
or email StarryJMJ@aol.com.
In accordance with the Norms for indulgences, a plenary indulgence is granted to Christian
faithful who devoutly participate in the solemn
Eucharistic rite which customarily closes a Eucharistic Congress.
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2012 God’s Share Appeal
2012 God’s Share Appeal Goal:...........$3,100,000.00
2012 Total Commitments: ..................$3,029,669.00
Total Number of Donors: ...............................12,253

s

Figures as of September 10, 2012

“Thank You for your
generous support of the
2012 God’s Share Appeal.”

fts
“Put your gi
of
at the service
one another”
1Peter 4:10

A Special Thank You to our Parish Leadership
Priests, chairpersons, secretaries, and all the individual campaign
volunteers who gave so freely of their time and talent to make the
annual God’s Share Appeal a huge success.

We gratefully acknowledge the following parishes for
hosting our God’s Share Deanery meetings:

s
Dickinson..................................Queen of Peace
Tioga.........................................St. Thomas
Minot........................................St. Leo
Bismarck/Mandan....................Ascension

St. Joseph, Beulah
St. Theresa, Carson
St. Martin, Center
St. Vincent, Crown Butte
St. Lawrence, Flasher
St. Peter, Fort Yates
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin
St. Martin, Hazen
St. Martin, Huff
Christ the King, Mandan
St. Joseph, Mandan
Spirit of Life, Mandan
St. Pius, New Salem
St. Gertrude, Raleigh
St. Anthony, St. Anthony
St. Philomena, Selfridge
St. Elizabeth, Cannon Ball
St. James, Porcupine
St. Joseph, Grant County
St. Mary, Almont
Sacred Heart, Solen
St. Ann, Hebron

$32,303
8,952
15,096
6,253
13,129
2,995
29,347
26,339
4,009
97,788
127,945
170,073
18,833
4,099
8,062
1,813
310
675
1,700
2,521
1,076
12,935

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

$34,373
13,582
10,145
8,975
19,702
2,755
29,681
23,795
8,470
84,463
87,162
134,897
18,335
6,398
6,710
1,020
0
200
4,005
4,065
1,030
13,312

47%
67
53
72
77
21
99
48
76
62
48
28
54
84
48
45
0
25
100
90
64
100

46%
67
53
72
76
21
90
47
76
62
48
27
54
84
48
45
0
13
100
90
64
68

DEANERY 4 - MINOT AREA

Ascension, Bismarck
Cathedral, Bismarck
Corpus Christi, Bismarck
St. Anne, Bismarck
St. Mary, Bismarck
St. Hildegard, Menoken
St. Bonaventure, Underwood
Sacred Heart, Wilton
St. Catherine, Turtle Lake
St. Edwin, Washburn
St. Mary, Hague
St. Paul, Hazelton
St. Anthony, Linton
St. Michael, Linton
Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg
St. Katherine, Braddock

$141,890
218,294
240,866
183,847
131,886
15,402
10,466
11,563
6,890
12,232
9,416
7,948
39,102
4,429
22,262
5,006

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

$120,429
356,964
231,457
149,268
89,539
25,550
8,201
10,225
5,430
13,990
7,770
9,882
28,519
8,080
19,611
5,185

48%
54
53
48
56
76
65
78
58
49
56
61
60
100
83
69

48%
52
53
46
56
76
64
77
58
49
56
61
60
100
83
67

			
PARISH
GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

St. John, Beach
St. Bernard, Belfield
Queen of Peace, Dickinson
St. Joseph, Dickinson
St. Patrick, Dickinson
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson
St. Thomas, Gladstone
St. Mary, Golva
St. Paul, Halliday
St. Joseph, Killdeer
St. Elizabeth, Lefor
Sts. Peter & Paul, New Hradec
St. Mary, Richardton
St. Mary, South Heart
St. Mary, Medora
St. Stephen, Stark County
St. Charles, Bowman
Holy Trinity, Hettinger
St. Vincent, Mott
St. Mary, New England
St. Henry, Regent
St. John, New Leipzig
St. Mary, Marmarth
St. Mel, Rhame
Sacred Heart, Reeder
Sacred Heart, Scranton
*Not available

$30,507
39,069
104,416
80,480
97,445
91,734
7,500
12,493
9,632
40,227
5,370
4,462
26,389
19,200
2,612
3,400
37,297
15,338
17,900
29,199
16,690
3,680
9,500
9,450
8,410
7,540

84%
77
59
100
65
66
69
91
93
73
83
74
58
78
92
70
77
54
61
68
100
58
*
90
81
52

84%
72
59
59
64
61
69
91
90
73
83
74
58
74
92
70
65
53
61
68
72
58
*
90
81
52

$28,263
35,784
117,974
88,523
97,445
91,734
5,265
12,493
6,328
19,679
5,576
5,330
27,121
14,494
2,108
3,400
25,394
17,582
24,117
24,657
9,079
4,095
4,644
3,410
3,094
10,129

DEANERY 5 - WILLISTON AREA

			
PARISH
GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

St. Nicholas, Garrison
St. Mary, Foxholm
St. Philomena, Glenburn
St. Agnes, Kenmare
Immaculate Conception, Max
Little Flower, Minot
Our Lady of Grace, Minot
St. John, Minot
St. Leo, Minot
St. Jerome, Mohall
St. Ann, Berthold
St. John, Lansford
St. Anthony, Donnybrook
St. James, Sherwood
St. Joseph, Bowbells
Sacred Heart, White Shield

$34,664
8,416
8,362
11,545
7,410
56,737
115,065
74,949
102,769
10,465
7,710
6,830
2,975
8,635
6,475
580

62%
57
63
59
59
59
50
52
45
59
69
56
46
58
68
15

62%
57
63
59
57
59
50
51
43
59
69
56
42
58
68
15

$24,793
11,801
7,471
12,397
5,862
60,589
149,446
95,745
128,333
8,290
6,724
5,154
3,965
8,009
4,788
1,236

			
PARISH
GOAL

DEANERY 3 - DICKINSON AREA

DEANERY 2 - MANDAN AREA
			
PARISH
GOAL

DEANERY 1 - BISMARCK AREA

			
PARISH
GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

St. Patrick, Crosby
St. Anthony, Mandaree
St. Anthony, New Town
St. Bridget, Parshall
Holy Rosary, Stanley
St. Thomas, Tioga
Epiphany, Watford City
St. Joseph, Williston
St. John, Portal
St. Luke, Noonan
St. Boniface, Grenora
St. Joseph, Twin Buttes
St. Elizabeth, Makoti
Sacred Heart, Plaza
St. James, Powers Lake
St. Michael, Ray
Our Lady, Alexander
St. John, Trenton

$11,700
5,526
17,070
6,545
43,555
13,430
8,760
106,795
2,987
6,620
11,830
1,050
4,785
1,940
5,130
8,235
2,282
3,530

69%
13
48
54
80
68
38
43
67
89
100
20
84
78
58
100
25
29

69%
13
46
49
80
68
37
42
67
89
90
20
84
78
58
94
25
29

$9,553
4,416
8,169
4,065
18,530
10,424
17,234
105,524
4,005
4,420
3,948
1,170
3,818
2,094
4,792
7,038
1,741
3,942
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Annunciation Monastery offers spiritual enrichment programs
Our magnificent God offers daily opportunities for spiritual growth and peace in mind,
body and spirit. Whether you feel as vibrant as
the colors that paint the fall prairie landscape,
or if you feel dormant and bare as winter approaches, this could be the time for spiritual
rebirth.
The Benedictine Sisters of Annunciation
Monastery, Bismarck, offer the following spiritual enrichment programs to help deepen your
relationship with God and bring you peace.
Let the peaceful, prayerful environment soothe
your soul and refresh your spirit.

T’ai Chi Chih®Joy Through Movement
T’ai Chi Chih sessions are a series of slow,
prayerful, meditative movements that benefit
the body, mind and spirit. By circulating and
balancing the body’s internal energy, the nonstrenuous movements relieve stress and restore
balance. These are often referred to as moving
meditations. Certified instructor Sister Eleanor
Stockert, OSB, will teach these eight learning
sessions. Wear comfortable clothing.
Oct. 22, 29, Nov. 6, 12, 19, 26, Dec. 4, 10 from
7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Suggested donation: $50.00 (first session free)

Ongoing Practice of T’ai Chi Chih®Joy
Through Movement
Refresh your commitment to daily practice
by joining with others each month to deepen
your inner serenity with God. Must have
completed eight introductory sessions. Come
as your schedule allows. Led by Sister Eleanor
Stockert, OSB.
Tuesdays, Oct. 23, Nov. 27, Dec. 18, Jan. 8 from
7:30 p.m.-8:40 p.m.

Spiritual Direction
Do you desire to grow in your relationship

with God and become more aware of God in
your daily life or perhaps you are struggling
with transitions, perhaps God is inviting you
to seek spiritual direction. A certified spiritual
director can help support you in your faith
journey.

Centering Prayer Follow-Up sessions
Deepen your relationship with God by joining with others monthly for Centering Prayer.
All must have had taken An Intro to Centering Prayer prior to these sessions. Each session
includes Centering, prayer walk, and a Scripture
reflection. Led by Sister Patricia Schap, OSB.
Mondays, Sept. 10, Oct. 1, Nov. 5, Dec. 3, Jan. 7
from 7:15 p.m.-8:45 p.m.

Private Retreat			
Gift yourself with some quiet time to nurture
your inner self and your relationship with God
and others. A private room will be provided.
Retreat into your own space to hear God within
or enjoy the beauty of nature and stroll the
surrounding walking paths or prayer labyrinth.
Come and let monastic quiet wash over you
and refresh you. You may pray with the Sisters
if you desire. Meals provided. Directed retreats
are also available and include a daily meeting
with a certified spiritual director.

Group Retreat or Reflection
Arrange a time for reflection, prayer and/or
retreat for your group. Bring your own leader
or inquire if someone from the monastery
could facilitate the retreat. Facilities and lunch
are available.

Outreach Programs
Do you have a spiritual topic in mind for
your group or an upcoming meeting? Speakers
from the monastery are available to present on
a variety of topics or to facilitate programs in
your location.
Please note: Pre-registration is required for
all programs and retreats. For information and
to pre-register, please contact Sister Gemma
Peters at 701-255-1520. Event information
can also be found online at: www.annunciationmonastery.org. The suggested donation is
to help defray our costs. However, nobody is
turned away for lack of funds.

Protecting Our Children
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed
to the health and protection of our children, young
people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of
healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in
the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has
suffered from this abuse to please come forward
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual
abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor,
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck,
ND 58502-1575. Phone: 701.223.1347 or
1.877.405.7435.
The complaint form and policies can be
found on the diocesan web site at
http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Code of Pastoral Conduct
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy,
staff, whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers
are held accountable for their behavior. To enable
the highest level of accountability, there must be
a clear and unambiguous definition of appropriate
behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct
is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck and it
provides a foundation for implementing effective and
enforceable standards for all personnel.
View the Code of Pastoral Conduct at
http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

October 2012

Dakota Catholic Action • 15

Calendar of Events

UPCOMING EVENTS

St. Anthony Church, St. Anthony, Fall
Dinner, Fair & Raffle, Oct. 7. Noon dinner

in church basement - fried chicken, potatoes,
kuchen & trimmings. Dinner tickets: adults
$7.50, children 3-12 $3.50, children under
3 free. 12:30-4:00 Verein Hall - bingo, silent
auction, paddle wheel and other games. Ending
with parish and Christian Mothers raffles.

Holy Trinity, Hettinger, Annual Fall Dinner
– Oct. 7, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Dinner of

turkey, roast beef, pie and all the trimmings.
Free will offering.

St. Pius V, New Salem, Polka Mass &
Dinner – Oct. 7, 10:00 a.m. Dinner served

until 1:00 p.m. Menu of chicken, roast beef and
all the fixings. Adults: $8, Ages 4-12: $4, under
age 4: $1. Carnival, bingo, cake walk, raffle and
more!

Holy Hour for Life - Oct. 7, 3:00 p.m.,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. In observance

of Respect Life Month, join in this time of prayer
for an increase in our reverence for the gift of
life in all stages. The Holy Hour for Life will begin
with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
include the Divine Mercy Chaplet as well as the
opportunity for personal, silent adoration. The
Holy Hour will conclude with Benediction.

St. Mary, Richardton, Church Fair –
Oct. 7, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Homemade

chicken noodle soup, roast beef, ham, pie and
all the fixings. Carnival games, cake walk,
grafts, food booth bingo and lottery wheel.
Raffle drawings at 5:00 p.m.. No supper will be
served.

St. Anthony, St. Anthony, Polka Mass,
Dinner, Raffle & Fair – Oct. 7, 11:00 a.m.

Polka Mass followed by dinner at noon. Fried
chicken, roast beef, kuchen and all the trimmings. Adults $7.50, children 3-12 $3.50, under 3 free. Bingo, silent auction, paddle wheel
and games. Christian Mothers raffle winners
announced at 4:00 p.m.

Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg, Church Supper – Oct. 7, 4:00 p.m. Menu includes fried
chicken, country style sausage, rice dressing,
pie and all the trimmings. Everyone welcome!

St. John, Beach, Parish Mission –
Oct. 14, 15 & 16, 7:00 p.m. Free and open

to the public, the mission will feature Steve Ray,
best-selling author and producer of the “The
Footprints of God” Catholic DVD series. Come
hear Steve’s powerful “Conversion Story” as well
as his presentations of “Mary: Real Girl, Woman
of Mystery” and “Defending the Eucharist”.

St. John the Apostle, Minot, Institute for
Stewardship Formation Seminar –
Saturday, Oct. 20, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

For all interested pastors and staff. The topic
will be “A Year of Faith” and the Stewardship
Way of Life. Fr. Dave Zimmer will build on Pope
Benedict’s Oct. 11 date for Catholic churches
around the world. Lunch and snacks provided.
Registration is $20 per person for materials. For
more details, please contact the parish office,
701-839-7076, to sign up, or email stjohnchurch@minot.com.

St. Mary, Bismarck, Fall Supper –
Oct. 28, 4:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Turkey, dress-

ing, potatoes, green bean casserole, homemade
pie and all the extras. Silent auction held during
the meal.

Breakfast Brunch Bazaar – Sponsored
by Guild of St Henry’s Catholic Church,
Regent, Oct. 28, from 11:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m. Contact: Mary; 701-824-2873, jahner@

ndsupernet.com

Saint Anne, Bismarck, Fall Gift Fair –
Nov. 3, 2:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Serving for

German dinner begins at 4:00 p.m.; sausage,
knoephla, kraut, borscht and German chocolate
cake. Adults $8, children 6-12 $4, 5 and under
eat free. Borscht and homemade noodles for
sale. Baked goods, candy, Chinese auction,
gifts, face painting and raffle.

St. Mary, New England, Fall Festival
– Nov. 3 & 4, Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. fol-

lowed by supper of turkey and all the trimmings,
bingo with $500 guaranteed blackout, games for
all ages, silent auction and food sale. Sunday
Polka Mass at 10:30 a.m. followed by dinner of
fried chicken and roast beef, bingo with $1000
guaranteed blackout, games for all ages, silent
auction and food sale. Both days: adults $11,
children 6-12 $5, 5 and under eat free.

St. John the Baptist, Beach, Fall Dinner
– Nov. 18, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Roast
beef and ham dinner with all the trimmings.
There will also be a silent auction and bake
sale. Free will offering for the dinner.

The Sunday Mass

Televised each Sunday on KNDX FOX 26: 10:00
a.m. & 11:35 p.m., and on ABC Family: 5:30
a.m. Paid for in part by your generous donations to the annual God’s Share Appeal.
Oct 7: 27th Ordinary Sunday
Oct 14: 28th Ordinary Sunday
Oct 21: 29th Ordinary Sunday
Oct 28: 30th Ordinary Sunday

Scripture Readings

Oct 1:
Oct 2:
Oct 3:
Oct 4:

Jb 1:6-22/Lk 9:46-50
Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23/Mt 18:1-5, 10
Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Lk 9:57-62
Jb 19:21-27/Lk 10:1-12

Oct 5: Jb 38:1, 12-21, 40:3-5/Lk 10:13-16
Oct 6: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Lk 10:17-24
Oct 7: Gn 2:18-24/Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16
Oct 8: Gal 16-12/Lk 10:25-37
Oct 9: Gal 1:13-24/Lk 10:38-42
Oct 10: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Lk 11:1-4
Oct 11: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 11:5-13
Oct 12: Gal 3:7-14/Lk 11:15-26
Oct 13: Gal 3:22-29/Lk 11:27-28
Oct 14: Wis 7:7-11/Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30
Oct 15: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31-5:1/Lk 11:29-32
Oct 16: Gal 5:1-6/Lk 11:37-41
Oct 17: Gal 5:18-25/Lk 11:42-46
Oct 18: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Lk 10:1-9
Oct 19: Eph 1:11-14/Lk 12:1-7
Oct 20: Eph 1:15-23/Lk 12:8-12
Oct 21: Is 53:10-11/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45
Oct 22: Eph 2:1-10/Lk 12:13-21
Oct 23: Eph 2:12-22/Lk 12:35-38
Oct 24: Eph 3:2-12/Lk 21:39-48
Oct 25: Eph 3:14-21/Lk 12:49-53
Oct 26: Eph 4:1-6/Lk 12:54-59
Oct 27: Eph 4:7-16/Lk 13:1-9
Oct 28: Jer 31:7-9/Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52
Oct 29: Eph 4:32-5:8/Lk 13:10-17
Oct 30: Eph 5:21-33/Lk 13:18-21
Oct 31: Eph 6:1-9/Lk 13:22-30

Pray for the Priests,
Religious and Deacons
serving our diocese

An invitation from the Serra Clubs
of the diocese:
Oct 1: Rev. Nick Schneider
Oct 2: Deacon Bob Wingenbach
Oct 3: Bro. Pius Wenker, OSB
Oct 4: Sr. Kathleen Atkinson, OSB
Oct 5: Sr. Shirley Steines, SSND
Oct 6: Rev. Jacob Schumacher
Oct 7: Rev. Roger Synek
Oct 8: Deacon Mike Woiwode
Oct 9: Rev. Thomas Wordekemper, OSB
Oct 10: Sr. Melissa Cote, OSB
Oct 11: Sr. Richardé Marie Wolf, SSND
Oct 12: All religious in formation
Oct 13: Rev. Patrick Schumacher
Oct 14: Deacon Kenneth Wolbaum
Oct 15: Lay ministers in the diocese
Oct 16: Sr. Susan Lardy, OSB
Oct 17: Rev. James Shea
Oct 18: Rev. Jason Signalness
Oct 19: Rev. Keith Streifel
Oct 20: Sr. Jeanette Hinds, OSB
Oct 21: Rev. Joseph Senger
Oct 22: Bro. Samuel Larson, SDS
Oct 23: All seminarians
Oct 24: Sr. Mariah Deitz, OSB
Oct 25: Rev. Frank Schuster
Oct 26: Deacon Ronald Wolberg
Oct 27: Bro. George Maufort, SDS
Oct 28: Sr. Stephanie Dolyniuk, OSB
Oct 29: Rev. Darnis Selvanayakam
Oct 30: Sr. Joseph Dukart, OSB
Oct 31: Sr. Nancy Miller, OSB

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR
DECEASED CLERGYon
the anniversary OF
THEIR DEATH

Oct 4:
Oct 4:
Oct 6:
Oct 6:
Oct 7:
Oct 9:
Oct 9:
Oct 12:
Oct 13:
Oct 15:
Oct 15:
Oct 16:
Oct 16:
Oct 18:
Oct 20:
Oct 20:
Oct 20:
Oct 21:
Oct 21:
Oct 23:
Oct 23:
Oct 25:
Oct 25:
Oct 25:
Oct 26:
Oct 27:
Oct 29:
Oct 30:
Oct 31:
Oct 31:

Rev. Alois J. Mittereder - 1918
Rev. Valerian Sobutas - 1995
Rev. Thomas Conway, C.PP.S. - 2010
Rev. Louis Traufler, OSB - 1960
Rev. Henry Friedel, C.PP.S. - 1957
Msgr. Adolph Brandner - 1969
Rev. Richard Girt, C.PP.S. - 1990
Rev. Thomas Sullivan - 2007
Rev. Francis Gerschwyler, OSB - 1946
Rev. Michael Binkhorst - 1948
Rev. Elwood Cassedy - 1959
Rev. Wilfred Splonskowski, OSB - 2007
Rev. Bernard Strassmaier, OSB - 1940
Rev. Thomas Tracy - 1960
Rev. Vincent Ammann, OSB - 1962
Rev. (Adian) Leonard T. Duffy, OFM - 2000
Rev. Marcus Haeg - 1953
Rev. Roman Schmidt, OSB - 1996
Rev. Joseph Splonskowski, OSB - 1992
Rev. Bernard Arnold, OSB - 1918
Msgr. John J. Heinz - 1956
Rev. Ferdinand Goettemoeller, C.PP.S. - 1971
Rev. Mathias Minixhofer - 1936
Rev. Wilfred Partika, OSB - 1948
Rev. Anthony Wagner - 1941
Rev. Amandus Boelaars, SJ - 1945
Rev. Paul Becquet, C.PP.S. - 2001
Rev. Conrad Lotter - 1979
Rev. Aloysius Simon - 1991
Rev. Otto Walpers - 1918

CALENDAR
SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action is
published monthly except for July. Material
deadline is noon the first Friday of the month
for the following months’ publication (ex: first
Friday in January for the February issue of
the DCA). Recurring or ongoing events must
be submitted each time they occur to be
included.
ACCEPTED MATERIAL: Brief notices of
upcoming events hosted by diocesan parishes
and institutions. Items are published on a
space available basis.
SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be listed
individually and include:
*Time and date of event
*Full event description including related times
*Complete address of event venue
*Contact information of individual responsible
for submitted material
E-mail: jlongtin@bismarckdiocese.com
Mail: DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck ND 58502-1137

NFP Quick Reference Guide ~ Diocese of Bismarck
“I knew my husband loved me, but NFP helped me realize how much he cherishes me!”
For more information contact Amanda Ellerkamp, NFP Coordinator at 701-590-2837, aellerkamp@bismarckdiocese.com

Some Practical Benefits of
Natural Family Planning
The following are true of all modern NFP methods
offered through the diocese:
• NFP has no harmful side effects. It is healthy,
organically sound and environmentally friendly! Since
NFP is 100% natural, there are no chemicals produced or
waste products created.
• NFP is safe and has been clinically proven to be 98-99%
effective at avoiding pregnancy when used properly. It is
also very effective in helping couples achieve pregnancy.
Modern methods of NFP are not to be confused with the
older “rhythm method” which was less effective because
it depended upon the regularity of a woman’s cycle.
• Any woman, regardless of the regularity or irregularity
of her cycles, can use NFP effectively. Modern methods of
NFP are based on the readily observable signs of fertility
present in each cycle (primarily cervical mucus, but also
temperature, changes in the cervix, and other signs).

OVULATION (Mucus-only) Methods:

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods, cont.:

Jana Heen
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext.126
jheen@bismarckdiocese.com

Carmen Devney
Northwest Family Services, Bismarck
701-471-2363
hoofprince@hotmail.com

Tara Rohrich
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext.126
taramrohrich@yahoo.com
Kelli Schneider
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext. 126
kschneider@bis.midco.net
Sandy Tibor
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Dickinson
701-590-0425
santibor@yahoo.com
(Cost is approximately $250 for full course of instruction.)

• NFP is in no way contraceptive. It does not work against
God’s creative design for sexual intercourse, but works in
complete accord with it.

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods:

• Because NFP fosters authentic marital love, respect,
honesty, and communication, surveys indicate that
couples who practice NFP have a practically non-existent
divorce rate. NFP is marriage insurance!

Priscilla & Bob Keogh
NFP International, Dickinson
701-483-9630
keogh@goesp.com

(Some excerpts taken from: “God’s Plan for a Joy Filled Marriage”)

($70 for 3 class series, including materials)

($110 for materials, class series and follow-up)
Kevin & Tammy Martian
Couple to Couple League, Mandan
701-471-1549
tammy.martian@gmail.com
Scott & Jen Johannsen
Couple to Couple League, Minot
701-837-9768
johan@srt.com
(Cost for a 3-class series in CCL is $135.
Materials included. You may search for upcoming
classes and register online at www.ccli.org )

Physicians Supportive of NFP:
Laura Archuleta, MD
St. Alexius Center for Family Medicine, Mandan
701-667-4600 or 1-877-530-5550
Danuta Komorowska, MD, MPF, & TM
Great Plains Clinic, Dickinson
701-483-6017
Louise Murphy, MD
Mid-Dakota Clinic Gateway, Bismarck
701-530-6243
Updated April 2012

By Kelli R. Schneider
Father Thomas Kramer, a priest of the Diocese of
Bismarck for 50-plus years, passed away last December
– December 30, 2011 – at the age of 79. Father Kramer was
a man deeply in love with two things – Jesus Christ and
Catholic education. He was a man of the early morning and
a man of the rosary. He was a priest first and an educator
second, and he desired, through his priesthood, to pass on
the Catholic Faith to the next generation.
Father Kramer entered seminary upon graduating from
Bismarck’s St. Mary’s High School (now St. Mary’s Central
High School). His education included studies at the University of Notre Dame, St. Jerome’s College in Kitchener,
Ontario, Canada, and the Pontifical Gregorian University in
Rome, Italy. In addition to his Sacred Theology Licentiate
from the Pontifical Gregorian University or “The Greg” as
it is fondly known, Father earned his Master of Arts degree
in educational administration from the University of North
Dakota. Father’s intense background in education led him
to serve in a number of educational capacities as a priest,
including as teacher at Trinity High School, the Diocese of
Bismarck Superintendent of Schools, and a position as the
executive secretary of the National Conference of Diocesan
Directors of Religious Education at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in Washington, D.C.
Morris Tschider, a life-long friend of Father Kramer
and the personal representative of Father Kramer’s estate
said, “Father Tom always had a generous heart. He was the
most intelligent man I have ever known and had a genuine
humility and positive attitude about him. Where he saw a

need, he tried to fill that
need however he could.
He had a way of motivating folks to act, to
give, to serve.”
Father Kramer has
left a legacy in the Diocese of Bismarck in a
number of ways and he
left a mark on a number of lives and hearts
– from his parishioners,
to priests who served
as his associates at the
Cathedral, to students
in the schools and parish religious education
programs. Financially,
Father Thomas Kramer
left estate gifts to a number of different charities, including
a substantial estate gift to the Diocese of Bismarck and the
Priest Benefit Association (PBA), as well as gifts to Cathedral of the Holy Spirit (where he served as pastor for more
than 30 years) and to the Bismarck Area Catholic Education
Foundation (BACEF).
St. Thomas Aquinas, Father Thomas Kramer’s patron
saint, once said “The things that we love tell us what we are.”
Through Father’s life and through his death, his life’s deepest loves tell us of our own call – to live the Faith, to love
the Faith, to hand down the Faith to the next generation.

Father Thomas Kramer’s lasting legacy

Handing on the Faith

Visit us:
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Bismarck Diocese

@BisDiocese or www.bismarckdiocese.com

Scan this QR code with your
mobile device to access DCA
online video content.

Turn to Pages 8 and 9 for more information about the Year of Faith in our diocese.

• 6:30 pm CDT, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bishop David D. Kagan, presiding

Opening Mass

• 10:30 am CDT, University of Mary, Gary Tharaldson School of Business, Butler Auditorium
• 11:00 am CDT, Fr. James Shea, Keynote Address

The Enduring Legacy of Vatican II: Symposium I

Thursday, October 11, 2012

Year of Faith Kickoff Events:

Diocese of Bismarck
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