CATHOLIC ACTION
DAKOTA

Volume 72, Number 1

The Catholic Voice for the Diocese of Bismarck

January 2013

INDEX
From the Bishop’s Desk..................2
Balancing Church and State............8
Obituaries....................................12
Stewardship.................................12
Ag Attitudes.................................13
Calendar of Events.......................15

Cardinal Dolan
scheduled for
historic visit to
North Dakota
President of USCCB slated as keynote for
diocesan THIRST conference in Oct. 2013
BISMARCK, N.D. – Launched on the 50th
anniversary of the opening of Vatican II, the
Year of Faith was called by Pope Benedict XVI in
order to illustrate “the power and beauty of the
Faith” to all the Catholic faithful. The Diocese
of Bismarck and the University of Mary partnered to respond to the pope’s wishes, marking
the opening for the Year of Faith with symposia
entitled “The Enduring Legacy of Vatican II,”
followed with plans to send-off the year with
THIRST, a Eucharistic Conference slated for late
October, 2013. The Diocese’s Eucharistic Conference promises to have many influential speakers
and evangelists from around Catholic America,
but one individual in particular is sure to attract
attention: on October 26th, 2013, the University
of Mary will be hosting His Eminence, Timothy
Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York, for
a historic visit to North Dakota, the University
of Mary campus and a keynote appearance at
THIRST.
Msgr. James Shea, U-Mary’s president, first
wrote to Cardinal Dolan, his former rector at the
North American College in Rome, in mid-May
to ask whether Dolan would consider an invitation to address the students and faculty of the
university on the role of Catholic higher education in the New Evangelization.  Msgr. Shea knew
that his request was a very long shot given the
cardinal’s demanding schedule, his role as president of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB), and the fact that a Cardinal
Archbishop of New York had never before visited
North Dakota.  Shea met with Dolan in New
York in August to discuss the matter in greater
depth, followed by a letter from Dolan confirming that he would, in fact, be willing to visit Bismarck during the very dates on which THIRST
had been planned at the Bismarck Civic Center.
It is worth noting that Dolan was also a seminary contemporary with Bishop David Kagan of
Bismarck, who has known him for many years.
Cardinal Dolan’s teaching, mentorship and
apostolic leadership have had a deep and lasting impact on many priests, especially through
his involvement in priestly formation at the
Pontifical North American College in Rome,
which is home to seminarians from dioceses all
across North America and Australia, including
the Dioceses of Bismarck and Fargo. During his
tenure at the North American College (1994Continued on Page 3

Six priests named monsignors in
the Diocese of Bismarck
BISMARCK, N.D. – Bishop David D. Kagan,
D.D., P.A., J.C.L., and the Catholic Diocese of
Bismarck are pleased to announce that Pope
Benedict XVI has given six priests in the Bismarck Diocese the honorary title of monsignor.  
They are:
• Fr. James Braaten, episcopal vicar for the
Diocese of Bismarck and pastor of the Church
of the Ascension in Bismarck.
• Fr. Chad Gion, pastor of the Church of
Spirit of Life in Mandan, Church of St. Anthony in St. Anthony and Church of St. Martin in
Huff.
• Fr. Gene Lindemann, J.C.L., vicar general
for the Diocese of Bismarck and pastor of the
Church of St. Mary in Bismarck.
• Fr. Thomas Richter, vocation director and
vicar for deacons in the Diocese of Bismarck,
as well as rector of the Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit in Bismarck.
• Fr. Patrick Schumacher, S.T.L., director of
continuing education for clergy in the Diocese
of Bismarck and pastor of the Church of St.
Wenceslaus in Dickinson.
• Fr. James Shea, president of the University
of Mary in Bismarck.
This announcement marks the first time a
monsignor has been named in the Diocese of
Bismarck since Dec. 1991, when Msgr. Gerald
Wash received the honorary title.  There are
now seven monsignors in the diocese.
Monsignor is a title of honor granted by the
Pope, usually at the request of the local bishop.  
There are three grades of papal honors that
bear the title Monsignor: the first is Chaplain of
His Holiness.  Fr. James Braaten, Fr. Chad Gion,
Fr. Thomas Richter, Fr. Patrick Schumacher,
and Fr. James Shea are all now Chaplains of His
Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI.
The second grade is Prelate of Honor, which
is the title that has been given to Fr. Gene
Lindemann.  The third and most prestigious
grade is Protonotary Apostolic, a title held by
Bismarck Bishop David Kagan.  Priests who

are monsignors of one rank may be elevated to
another rank by the Pope.
“This is truly an honor, not just for these six
good priests, but it is one more recognition of
the exemplary life and priestly zeal all of our
priests in the diocese live and exercise daily,”
Bishop Kagan said.  “Please join me in thanking
Almighty God for the great gift he has bestowed
on our diocese of the sacred priesthood.  Please
pray for these six good priests and for all of our
priests who serve us all so faithfully and zealously every day.”
The title of monsignor honors a priest’s service to the Catholic Church and bears no extra
duties or responsibilities except for the privilege
of wearing different vestments during liturgical
celebrations.
For Bishop Kagan’s complete announcement,
visit www.bismarckdiocese.com and watch the
special edition of “The Dash Report” embedded
on the home page.

Public invited to prayer
service, investiture for
monsignors
All are welcome to attend an
evening prayer service and
investiture to honor the new
monsignors in the
Bismarck Diocese
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck.
A light reception at the
cathedral will follow.
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Bishop’s
Schedule

From
The
Bishop’s
Desk

Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.
January 1-31, 2013

January 3

-Catholic Foundation Steering Committee Meeting,
Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 10:00 a.m.

January 4
-Diocese of Fargo

January 5-11
-Region VIII Bishops’ Annual January Retreat, Tucson, AZ

New Year’s resolutions:
An opportunity to nourish our faith

January 18
-Diocese of Fargo

January 20

-Confirmation, St. Mary Parish, New England,
10:30 a.m. MT
-Confirmation, Queen of Peace Parish, Dickinson,
3:00 p.m. MT

January 22

-Liturgy for Right to Life, St. Mary Parish, Bismarck,
7:00 p.m.

January 23

-Confirmation, St. Paul Church, Hazelton, includes
St. Catherine Church, Braddock, 6:30 p.m.

January 24

-Diocese of Fargo
-Liturgy for Bison Catholic Week, St. Paul Catholic
Newman Center, Fargo, 7:00 p.m.

January 27
-Confirmation, St. Anthony Parish, Linton, 10:30 a.m.

January 28-February 1

-Catholic Schools Week, Diocese of Bismarck

January 28

-Liturgy for Minot Catholic Schools, Bishop Ryan High
School, Minot, 9:45 a.m.

January 29

-Investiture, Reverend Monsignors Lindemann, Braaten,
Richter, Gion and Shea, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.

January 30

-“Know Your Catholic Faith” Catholic High Schools Event,
St. Mary Central High School, Bismarck, Noon

January 31

-All City Mass for Bismarck Catholic Schools, Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 9:00 a.m.
-Liturgy for all legislators, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.
-Reception and legislative dinner, Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck, 6:30 p.m.

I

would like to wish all of you a
most happy, blessed and peacefilled New Year.  We have the custom of making what are termed
“New Year’s resolutions” this time every
year and that in itself is not so bad.  
However, for we who are Catholics, our
New Year has already begun with the
First Sunday of Advent and it is our
long and holy tradition to call our New
Year a year of “grace and favor from the
Lord”.
Moreover, we have been celebrating
with personal and communal prayer,
devotions, our holy liturgies and our serious and further study this great “Year
of Faith”, and we shall continue to do so
until the Solemnity of Christ the King
this next November.  
Since the “Year of Faith” is already
underway and our New Year of “grace
and favor from the Lord” is also underway, I would like to suggest that as we
begin a new calendar year, we make our
“New Year’s resolutions” what we are already doing for the “Year of Faith” and
which the Advent and Christmas seasons have contributed to our prayers,
devotions, liturgies, studies and works
of charity and self-sacrifice.
The reason I suggest this is that, if
you are like me, I usually make resolutions for a new calendar year, which are
too easy to do and even easier not to
do.  I end up keeping these resolutions
for a little while and then gradually I
begin to cut corners and eventually I
quit.  I think I know the reasons why I
do this.  First, I make too many resolutions; second, they are too easy and
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thus, any distraction will make me skip
or stop doing them; and finally, none of
them are all that necessary or important
so that if I stop them I really won’t be
bothered by that.

“

...we take our
re-evangelized
faith with us
each day
wherever we go

Let’s not do that this calendar year.  
Let’s make what we are doing in our
“Year of Faith” and our own New Year
of “grace and favor from the Lord” our
calendar New Year’s resolutions.  In this
way, we not only strengthen and nourish and enliven our faith, which is our
life, we will do the same for the world
around us and in which we live, work,
go to school, recreate and assist others.  
In other words, we take our re-evangelized faith with us each day wherever
we go and it is then the reason we speak
and think and act as faithful Catholics
who do love God and love our neighbor
as we love ourselves.
Please know that I continue to remember all of you each day at the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass and I ask that in
your goodness you would remember to
pray for our priests, seminarians, deacons and the lay women and men who
serve Christ in His Church.    
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We three kings

A practical guide to the feast of Epiphany

His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York

Cardinal Dolan
Continued from page 1

2001), Dolan served as rector for Rev. Gary Benz
(Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Stanley), Rev.
Todd Kreitinger (St. Patrick’s, Dickinson), Msgr.
Thomas Richter (Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck), Rev. Wayne Sattler (Saint Anne’s,
Bismarck), Msgr. James Shea (University of
Mary, Bismarck), Rev. Keith Streifel (St. Joseph’s,
Dickinson), Msgr. Gene Lindemann (St. Mary’s,
Bismarck) and Rev. Phillip Brown, S.S. (Theological College, Washington, DC), before being
named an auxiliary bishop for his home Archdiocese of Saint Louis, adopting the episcopal
motto “Ad Quem Ibimus,” meaning “to whom
shall we go” (see John 6:68). He became Archbishop of Milwaukee in 2002 and Archbishop
of New York in 2009.  Dolan was named to the
College of Cardinals in February 2012.  
Cardinal Dolan’s jovial and charismatic
personality, coupled with his Irish wit and quick
mind, has repeatedly cast him into the public
sphere, where he has appeared in interviews on
60 Minutes and The Today Show while simultaneously lauded as one of Time Magazine’s “100
Most Influential People in the World” for 2012.
Stay tuned for more information on how you
can join the University of Mary and the Diocese of Bismarck in welcoming His Eminence,
Timothy Cardinal Dolan, to North Dakota on
October 26th, 2013, near the conclusion of our
Year of Faith.

By Michelle Duppong
Year of Faith Coordinator
The feast of Epiphany celebrates the
completion of the journey made by the
pagan Wise Men
or Magi from the
East to pay homage to the newborn
King of the Jews,
Jesus Christ. This
feast traditionally
falls on January
6th, the twelfth day
of Christmas, and
celebrates the message of salvation to Michelle Duppong
the Gentiles. This
significant event demonstrates Christ’s mission of redemption is for the whole world,
not just the Chosen People.  Jesus came to
save all men, but to be saved, each man must
choose to receive this gift.  Here are a few
ideas for celebrating Epiphany:
n This is the day to move your Wise Men
into the manger scene to show that they have
arrived to greet the newborn King and worship Him.
n Bless your home on this day for the New
Year.  A common practice is to write with
blessed chalk above the doorway of the main
entrance to your house:  20+C+M+B+13.  
The C, M, and B have two meanings:  1.)  
Christus Mansionem Benedicat, which means
“May Christ bless this house” and 2.)  Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar—the names of
the three Wise Men.  The numbers represent
the New Year.  The blessing can be found
online and can be performed by a priest or
the head of the household.  This practice not
only asks for blessings upon all who enter
and leave the home, but calls to mind how
the Israelites, before they began their exodus
to freedom from enslavement by the Egyptians, were commanded to mark their door-

ways with the blood of the lamb to testify
to those around them of their belief in the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in order
that the angel of death might pass over their
house, sparing the lives of their firstborn.
n An interesting documentary to wrap up
this Christmas Season is The Star of Bethlehem.  Using modern astronomical equipment, a researcher seeks to find clues behind
the star that led the Magi to the Christ Child.
n This occurs a bit after Epiphany, but for
your information, the tradition in Vatican
City is to wait to take down one’s Christmas
decorations until the day after the Presentation of the Lord, also known as Candlemas,
on February 2nd.  This feast celebrates when
Joseph and Mary traveled to Jerusalem  40
days after Jesus’ to present him to God in the
Temple.
May each of us receive the abundant blessings the Lord wishes to give us during this
New Year!
Special Indulgences for January:
n A plenary indulgence is granted to the
faithful who devoutly assist either at the recitation or solemn singing of:
• the Te Deum, on the final day of the year
(December 31st), to offer thanks to God for
gifts received throughout the course of the
entire year
• the Veni Creator, on the first day of the
year (January 1st) to implore divine assistance for the course of the whole year.
*To gain a plenary indulgence one must
be detached from all sin and must fulfill the
following three conditions: a sacramental confession within eight days, receive Our Lord in
Holy Communion, and pray for the intention
of the Pope. If these requirements are not met,
the indulgence is partial.
Taken from the Manual of Indulgences published by the
USCCB in 1999.

Liturgical Calendar - January 2013
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

2013 SEEK Conference

6

Mary, Mother of God

Sts. Basil the Great,
Gregory Nazianzen

St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton

7

8

9

10

11

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

St. John Neumann

SEEK Conf.

Epiphany of the
Lord

Pastoral
Appointments
The following appointment, with the permission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.,
is effective January 1 – June 30, 2013.

Rev. Raphael Obotama

Reverend Raphael M.
Obotama to parochial administrator of St. Hildegard Parish,
Menoken, and Sacred Heart
Church, Wilton.  Reverend
Joshua K. Waltz will take up
residence at the University of
Mary’s St. Joseph’s Hall.

13

National Vocations Awareness Week
SEARCH

Baptism of the
Lord

St. Anthony

21

20

22

23

24

Retrouvaille - Bismarck

25

26

SEARCH

2nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

27

St. Francis de
Sales

St. Agnes

28

29

30

Conversion of
St. Paul

Sts. Timothy
& Titus

31

Catholic Schools Week

3rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

St. Thomas
Aquinas

St. John Bosco

• Green: Ordinary Time, from Epiphany to Ash Wed. and Pentecost
to Advent
• White: Easter and Christmas Seasons, feasts of Our Lord andOur
Lady, and feasts of saints, especially virgins
• Red: Pentecost octave, feasts of Christ’s
- Fasting
Passion, Precious Blood, and Cross, and
- Feasting
feasts of martyrs

 • Dakota Catholic Action

January 2013

Dakota Hope Clinic will offer assistance to those
with unintended pregnancies
By Tanya Watterud
Life-affirming help will soon be closer to
home for those in the Minot area who find
themselves experiencing the gifts and challenges
of an unintended pregnancy.
Dakota Hope Clinic, whose purpose statement is “a charitable Christian outreach ministry formed to provide health services, support
and education related to sexual health, pregnancy and parenting in our region”, will open
in Minot sometime in 2013, according to Nadia
Smetana of Lansford, who serves as chairperson
for the clinic’s board of directors.
“We’re very excited and we’re so grateful the
Lord has blessed what we’ve done,” Smetana
said. “We’ve gotten so much support from so
many people.”
The group held two fund-raising events this
fall. One was the showing of the film “October
Baby” which emphasizes the gift of every human life while telling of a young woman’s experience as a survivor of abortion. The other was
a banquet featuring nationally known speaker
Pam Stenzel. Beginning this month, they hope
to launch a campaign through which churches
and organizations can encourage people to put
monetary donations for Dakota Hope Clinic
into large baby bottles. Those interested in
participating can visit dakotahope.org or email
Smetana at nadia@srt.com for more information.
Father Fred Harvey, pastor of St. Therese,
Church of the Little Flower in Minot, serves on
the Dakota Hope Clinic board of directors. He
and the other board members bring expertise
and gifts to the table, Smetana said. Smetana
is a registered nurse. April Braun, vice-chairperson, is a registered nurse with experience in
neonatal intensive care. She worked with FirstChoice Clinic in Bismarck prior to her family’s
move to Minot. Dione Bohl, the board’s secretary, is an ultrasonographer who has given
numerous educational presentations to students and adults. The position of treasurer is
currently open. Board member Tim Knutson
is a businessman and pastor. Elizabeth Sloan is
a human resources professional who has been
involved in several ministries. Dakota Hope
Clinic also has numerous people who share
their talents through work on committees and
various tasks. Those wishing to volunteer may
contact Smetana at the email address noted
earlier.
The idea for Dakota Hope Clinic came about
after Tom Freier, executive director of North
Dakota Family Alliance, introduced Smetana to
Pam Brooks. The two women spoke with Pauline Economon, former director of FirstChoice
Clinic, a pregnancy help clinic with locations in
Fargo, Bismarck and Devils Lake, and learned
that Leo and Ruth Schaeffer had expressed interest in starting a clinic in Minot. Smetana and
Brooks met with the Schaeffers and the seeds
for Dakota Hope Clinic were planted.
Soon after, Smetana and Ruth Schaeffer
attended the North Dakota Right to Life conference in Minot where Colleen Samson and
Mary Thoelke of Pregnancy Help Center in
Park River gave a presentation on how to start a

The Dakota Hope Clinic Board of Directors met recently at Our Lady of Grace Church in Minot. Members pictured include, from
left, Dione Bohl, Tim Knutson, Nadia Smetana, April Braun and Father Fred Harvey. Not pictured: Marlys Fischer and Elizabeth
Sloan.

center. Within a couple of weeks, Smetana and
Schaeffer went to visit the center in Park River,
and plans for Dakota Hope Clinic advanced
further. The board has also received help from
the Women’s Pregnancy Center in Grand Forks,
and, as an affiliate of Heartbeat International,
two board members attended the organization’s
international conference.
The need for a Minot area clinic is clear,
Smetana said. She knows one woman experiencing an unintended pregnancy who expressed
how she wished Dakota Hope Clinic were open
already. Another young woman she knows traveled to Grand Forks for assistance. And a man
she knows said the presence of a clinic in Minot
may have helped his wife make a decision
against abortion.
At the time this story was written, the Dakota

from Bishop Kagan and the
staff of the Diocese of Bismarck

Tanya Watterud is a contributor to the DCA and belongs to
Our Lady of Grace Parish, Minot.

Learning about life during this Year of Faith
By Tanya Watterud
In the 40 years since the United States
Supreme Court’s 1973 ruling in Roe v.
Wade that a right to privacy under the 14th
amendment includes a woman’s decision
to have an abortion, many have seen the
negative effects of the ruling – the most
important of which is the deaths of innocent children in the womb. According to a
fact sheet dated August 2011 and posted on
www.guttmacher.org, nearly 50 million legal
abortions occurred from 1973 through 2008.
Father Fred Harvey, pastor of St. Therese,
Church of the Little Flower in Minot, said
the legalization of abortion has pulled
people away from the reality that life is a gift.
“Our society thinks pregnancy is an illness
instead of what it really is, and so we can just
wash it away or destroy it without thinking
about it,” he said.
That is why it is so important during this
Year of Faith in the Catholic Church for

Protecting Our
Children

New Year’s Blessings

Hope Clinic board members were still considering potential sites for the clinic. In addition,
although fund-raising has gone well so far,
more donations are needed before they will be
financially able to open the doors, especially
if renovations will be required at the site they
choose for the clinic.
Smetana is confident, though, that, with
God’s help, the clinic will soon become a reality
in Minot. “We feel like God is really leading this
effort,” she said. “We are very grateful to the
Lord for his guidance.”
Donations may be mailed to Dakota Hope
Clinic, PO Box 1321, Minot, ND 58701.
______________________________________

The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the
health and protection of our children, young people and
vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing the pain and
suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we
encourage anyone who has suffered from this abuse to
please come forward and let us know. To report allegations
of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor,
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 585021575. Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The
complaint form and policies can be found on the diocesan
web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

people to go back and read the documents
of Vatican II, especially Humanae Vitae,
Father Harvey said. The Year of Faith, as
declared by Pope Benedict XVI, is “calling us
back to reading this document with an open
mind and an open heart, and asking God to
show us what we’re missing,” he said.
Humanae Vitae, an encyclical letter on the
regulation of birth control issued by Pope
Paul VI, can be easily found on the official
Vatican website, www.vatican.va, by typing
Humanae Vitae into the Search engine.
Humanae Vitae “really speaks of . . . what
the gift of sexuality is all about,” Father
Harvey said. “Until we have that understanding, I don’t think that people will be able to
figure the rest out. We have to start from the
beginning again and say ‘this is a gift God
gave all of us’ . . . It applies to marriage. It
applies to the single life. It applies to everyone.”

Code of Pastoral
Conduct
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff,
whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held
accountable for their behavior. To enable the highest level
of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of
Pastoral Conduct is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck
and it provides a foundation for implementing effective and
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of
Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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A call for more powerful and
inspiring preaching
Reflections on the USCCB Fall Assembly
By Msgr. Patrick A. Schumacher,
S.T.L.
Director of Continuing
Education for Clergy

H

aving recently returned
from the United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops Fall Plenary Assembly in
Baltimore, during which I accompanied Bishop Kagan, I would like
to take this opportunity to convey
some of what I experienced in the
Nation’s Premiere See.  
The 145 Dioceses and 33 Archdioceses in the United States are
divided into 15 regions governed
by 5 cardinals, 28 archbishops and
229 diocesan and auxiliary bishops.  Each region sends a priest
observer to the meetings, of which
I was representing Region VIII,
comprising the states of Minnesota, North Dakota and South
Dakota.  Of the 454 bishops in the
United States, 270 are active and
most of them were in attendance.
The entire leadership of the American Catholic Church was in front
of me. Even after five years of study
in Rome, it was a sight to behold.
Certainly, the week was a unique
and privileged experience in my
life. I concelebrated some Masses
with the bishops and some privately with Bishop Kagan. I observed
the General Sessions conducted by
Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York and President
of the USCCB, whose leadership
was engaging and most gracious
toward his brother bishops.  I also
attended outside group events
with Bishop Kagan in the morning
and evening organized by various
groups desiring to convey their
particular work, purpose and benefit to the bishops.  I obviously met

a lot of bishops, reconnected with
those whom I’ve known and I even
accomplished some networking for
my position as Director of Continuing Education for Clergy in the
Diocese of Bismarck. For example,
that work involves scheduling
retreat masters and conference presenters for the diocese, for which
many bishops are scheduled. In
fact, Cardinal Raymond Burke will
be the retreat master for diocesan
priests this June at the Assumption
Abbey.
Highlights of the meeting
began with Cardinal Dolan`s address, which could be titled ‘First
Things First’, in which he called
for personal conversion first, citing
St. Bernard: “If you want to be a
channel, you must first be a reservoir.”   The Cardinal added, “This
reservoir of our lives and ministry…must be filled with the spirit
of interior conversion born of our
own renewal.” Admitting ‘a lot on
our plate’, Cardinal Dolan said,
“We cannot engage culture unless
we let Him first engage us; we cannot dialogue with others unless we
first dialogue with Him; we cannot
challenge unless we first let Him
challenge us.”
Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore followed with his Ad Hoc
Committee’s report on Religious
Liberty stating, in the continued
wake of the HHS Mandate, “We
are resolute.  We are prayerfully
resolute.” Archbishop Salvatore
Cordileone of San Francisco then
presented his subcommittee’s work
for the promotion and defense
of marriage, stating the “critical
mass” situation of Maine, Maryland, Minnesota and Washington
approving gay marriage.  The
Archbishop also highlighted June

After assuming his new position as Associate Director of Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations with the USCCB, former rector of Bismarck’s cathedral, Fr. John Guthrie (left), was also
present at the USCCB Fall Assembly. (Also pictured: Archbishop Robert Carlson, Chairman of
the Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations (center) and Fr. Shawn McKnight,
Executive Director of the Secretariat of the CCLV.

Msgr. Patrick Schumacher (right), Director of Continuing Education for Clergy in the Bismarck
Diocese, attended the USCCB Fall Plenary Assembly in Baltimore in November with Bismarck
Bishop David Kagan (left) as a priest observer representing Region VIII.

2013 as the U.S. Supreme Court’s
probable decision on the Defense
Of Marriage Act (DOMA) and
California’s Proposition 8 which, if
unfavorable, may effectively force
gay marriage statues upon the
remaining 46 states.  Discussion
proceeded from somber to animated as the bishops then discussed,
with subsequent approval, the approval for the “scope of work,” for
an amended edition of the English
translation of the Liturgy of the
Hours. Liturgy topics, once again,
deliver!
Action Item #11 was the discussion on the ‘Special Message on
Work, Poverty and the Economy’
presented by Archbishop Allen Vigneron of Detroit. This document
failed in a motion to table, then
rejected outright lacking approval
of two-thirds of the conference
members present.
In other work of the 2012
Plenary Assembly, the bishops
approved the inscription of the
October 05 Optional Memorial of
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos as
an addition to the Proper Calendar for the Dioceses of the United
States; unanimously approved the
Canonical Consultation on cause
for canonization of the Servant of
God Dorothy Day; approved the
letter of pastoral exhortation to
the faithful, encouraging them to

avail themselves of the Sacrament
of Penance and Reconciliation
during Lent 2013 and approved the
proposal to establish a new USCCB
position of public affairs director,
who will direct communications
and act as spokesperson.
Finally, worthy of well noting, the bishops approved the
document entitled, “Preaching
the Mystery of Faith: The Sunday
Homily.” Two-thirds of the Conference membership approved the 54
page formal statement which reads,
“We are also aware that in survey
after survey over the past years,
the People of God have called
for more powerful and inspiring
preaching. A steady diet of tepid or
poorly prepared homilies is often
cited as a cause for discouragement
on the part of the laity and even
leading some to turn away from
the Church.” (p. 3) Well said! The
document will also be translated
into Spanish and is available to
all on the USCCB website under
‘Clergy, Consecrated Life and
Vocations’ at the bottom and then
‘Priestly Life and Ministry.’ This
document would be well served
if read by clergy and laity alike.
Incidentally, Fr. John Guthrie was
assigned, as USCCB Staff, to assist
with the formation of this document with the bishops.

 • Dakota Catholic Action

January 2013

Why the Pope should bother to tweet
By Fr. Jason Signalness
By the time this column hits the press, our
Holy Father will have begun using the service
called “Twitter” (under the name @pontifex) to
share brief messages with us over the Internet.  I
write “brief ” because,
with Twitter, messages
cannot be longer than
140 characters.  
    At first thought,
this might seem
ridiculous.  The Holy
Father is an incredible
pastor and theologian
with profound and
subtle insight to offer
us.  Can that be acFr. Jason Signalness
complished through
short and sporadic
messages on a website?  In a word, no.  So why
does he bother?  Let me share a bit of my own
story in an attempt to explain.
A few years before I entered the seminary I
was searching for something.  My life lacked
purpose.  I’d not been going to church regularly and, when I did go, it was not to Catholic
Mass.  Christians didn’t seem authentic to me
and I started to question God’s existence.  At
that time I did not have a faithful, close friend
I could visit with about these doubts.  I didn’t
pick up the phone or visit my local pastor or
priest; that would have been too much work.  
I didn’t even pick up the Scriptures.  Instead,
I did what most young adults would do these
days: I turned to Google.
It’s an interesting experiment to search for
“How do I know God exists?” on the Internet.  
If you have no clue as to which sources are reputable and which are hostile to the truth (and

there very, very many of those), you can very
easily be misled.  After hours of reading online I
found a new word I thought might describe me:
“agnostic.”  I’d all but given up out of frustration and was ready to declare there was no way
to know if God was real!
That conclusion, of course, is never satisfying.  Perhaps prompted by grace, it occurred to
me that I could email my questions to a cousin,
Fr. Kenneth Phillips, whom I did not know well
at the time.  There was little risk in that: just
click “send.”  It was that easy.

“

...if we know Jesus Christ,
we must not hesitate

to share that
experience
with others

That email led to phone conversations,
which led to face-to-face meetings, which led to
deeper conversations about all things religious.  
After a time, I even visited the Cathedral, started to pray, and returned to the Catholic faith.  
Now, by God’s grace, I’m a Catholic priest!  But
it all began, in a way, because a priest took the
time to answer my email.
Faith involves a growing relationship with
the person of Jesus Christ.  It takes time for any
relationship to develop, and it’s risky.  That’s
why, when we see someone for the first time,
we’re unsure of them.  Relationships often

Attn: Matt Lauer
From
The Editor
Matthew Kurtz

When I first got the call about the ChrEasters
(see story page 7), Paul Cain jokingly expressed
his wishes to have his men’s only singing group
featured on NBC’s Today Show.
I told him I’d do my best to make his dreams
come true and that I’d start by bringing my
video camera to one of their Sunday evening
rehearsals at St. Hildegard’s in good ol’ Menoken, N.D.
My wife assisted me during the trip, and we
hadn’t been inside the church for 3.48 seconds
before Paul warmly welcomed us to St. Hildegard’s and introduced us to his legion of farmers, ranchers, oil field workers, sons, grandfathers and brothers called the ChrEasters.
It was their first rehearsal since Easter, so
they were a little rusty, to be honest.  But after
listening to the group of about 20 men trying
to grasp the 6/8-meter of “O Holy Night,” I was
whole-heartedly convinced that the ChrEasters
“have it.”
No, they won’t win “The Sing-off ” any time
soon, but that’s because they don’t have to be
great singers to make an impact.  In fact, the
ChrEasters epitomize many important things
all of us should strive for in living out our faith.

First, as a man myself, I respect every one of
them for “stepping up to the plate,” as Corrine,
their accompanist put it.  I’d estimate at least
97% of the men in the ChrEasters are not comfortable 1) being in front of crowds, or 2) singing in front of crowds.  It’s so easy to adopt the
“somebody else will do it” attitude, especially
when it comes to church leadership.  But their
witness challenges all of us to step up, even if it
means stepping out of our comfort zones.
Second, there are many members of the
ChrEasters who didn’t willingly volunteer
their vocal cords.  Reports show that Paul even
engaged in some “begging” and “threatening”
to attract new members.  (Heck, I even got an
invite to join.)    
The result?
“There were probably six or eight new
members here tonight,” one ChrEaster told me.  
That’s evangelization at its finest…and simplest.
The strategy is ingenious: start a group where
everybody is equally uncomfortable, ask/convince friends to join (not forgetting to mention
the adult beverages and Sunday Night Football
available immediately after rehearsal) and bam!  
You’ve got a group of men rallying around
their faith, generating friendships and becoming leaders in the Church.  Exactly what our
Church is thirsting for.  
Maybe Matt Lauer won’t be there to see their
next “performance” (although I know the editor
of the diocesan newspaper would be glad to
make arrangements).  However, their children,
brothers, mothers and wives will see.  If you go
online and watch the video, look deeper than
the group of self-described non-musical men
singing Christmas carols.  Then you’ll see.
Most importantly, God sees.  And smiles.

begin, then, in low-risk ways such as via text
messages, Google searches, or posts on Facebook.  If those go well, things might move to a
more intimate means of communication like
the telephone or, eventually, face-to-face interaction.  That is important because, obviously,
for a relationship to be meaningful and deep it
cannot consist solely of text messages or emails.  
But it might begin there.  More than ever, the
Internet and social media are the places where
those first, low-risk connections form between
us and it’s where people look for answers to the
most profound questions.
This leads me to two thoughts.  First, if we
know Jesus Christ, we must not hesitate to
share that experience with others no matter
how they seek to connect with us.  What might
begin as small talk online, might lead someone
to deeper conversion, or even sainthood.  Second, we should sanctify the media by supporting Catholic media apostolates or producing
our own content.  The more good and holy material there is online, or on television, the more
likely someone is to make that first connection
to God through it, and through us.
I think that’s why the Holy Father will be
“tweeting” to all of us.   He might just inspire
someone to click on a link, to read something
beautiful, and bring that someone closer to a
real encounter with Jesus Christ in prayer and
the sacraments.
______________________________________
Fr. Signalness is pastor at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
Strasburg, St. Michael Church, rural Linton, and St. Mary
Church, Hague. He is author of “Prophets on the Digital Continent: Guidance for Spreading the Gospel Today.”

The Pope’s first three
answers to questions
on Twitter
Vatican City, 13 December 2012 (VIS)
— @Pontifex, Pope Benedict XVI’s Twitter account, attracted over a million and a
half followers on its first day of existence.
The Pope, after his first tweet at the end
of the usual
Wednesday
general audience, responded during
the course
of the day to
three questions posed
by members
of the public
from three different continents. The first was: “How can we celebrate the Year of Faith better in our daily
lives?”. The Holy Father’s answer was “By
speaking with Jesus in prayer, listening to
what he tells you in the Gospel and looking for him in those in need”.
Shortly afterwards a second question was added: “How can faith in Jesus
be lived in a world without hope?”. “We
can be certain that a believer is never
alone. God is the solid rock upon which
we build our lives and his love is always
faithful”, responded Benedict XVI.
The final tweet, posted around 6 p.m.,
was: “Offer everything you do to the
Lord, ask his help in all the circumstances
of daily life and remember that he is
always beside you”, in response to: “Any
suggestions on how to be more prayerful
when we are so busy with the demands of
work, families and the world?”
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ND Heart Gallery:
Children waiting
for families
Corrine Heaton, right, shares a laugh with the ChrEasters during a Sunday evening rehearsal. Heaton, the only female involved,
directs and accompanies the group on the piano.

ChrEasters croon in Menoken
Men’s singing group gains steam, surprises parishioners

By Matthew Kurtz
Chreaster (n.): “those Christians who only
show up to religious services on Christmas and
Easter” (according to urbandictionary.com).  
Most people wouldn’t take pride in being
labeled a “Chreaster.”  However, a group of men
at St. Hildegard’s in Menoken, N.D. couldn’t be
happier to proclaim their status as part of the
“ChrEasters.”
“The ChrEasters actually started out kind of
as a joke,” explained Paul Cain, chief instigator
in developing the men’s-only singing group.  
“All of us here really aren’t Chreasters, and our
only chance at being a Chreaster is to join the
ChrEasters.”
Cain, a sales representative by trade (note:
not a musician), stood up in front of his fellow parishioners at the end of Mass last fall
and gave his sales pitch.  His goal was to form
a group of at least 12 male singers who would
sing at Mass just two times per year: on Christmas Eve and Easter Sunday.  Knowing the
make-up of his small-town parish of about 120
families, Cain wasn’t looking for music majors
or Mozarts.  He was merely looking for men.

“

It’s fun to
see the men

step up to
the plate.

“You’ve got to be 18 [years old], you have
to be a man and you have to be able to make
noise,” Cain said, adding that all the singers are
also members of the parish.
“We have the same ladies that sing every
single week up here and I thought it would be
cool if we could stretch ourselves just a little
bit,” Cain said.  “I will tell you: This is not easy
for any of us.   I mean…we’re farmers, we’re
ranchers, we’re businesspeople.”  Not musicians.
Nonetheless, the men rallied around the talented “corner posts of the ChrEasters” (namely:
Russ Schirado, Wayne Rogstad, James Schmitz
and Gary Richter) with the goal of “gathering
around these songbirds [hoping] they bring our
singing skills up before we bring theirs down,”
Cain said.  The men also asked Corrine Heaton,
the main pianist, organist and musician at the
church in Menoken, to direct them.    
“When we first started with this, I thought,
‘Oh, do I have my hands full,’” Heaton admitted.  

Paul Cain, above, formed the ChrEasters to get more men
involved in his parish, St. Hildegard’s in Menoken. The group
started with 16 men last Christmas and now has close to 30
members.

“It was just awful.  We were so bad [at] the
first practice,” Cain agreed.
“Not everyone [in the ChrEasters] can read
music and some are a little tone-deaf, but by the
time we got done with the last practice, even
Father [Joshua Waltz] was impressed,” Heaton
said.  “It’s fun to see the men step up to the
plate.”
“One of the ladies who has been coming to
the church for years…was sitting next to my
wife [last Christmas], and when we got done
doing our Silent Night at the end, she was
weeping and she leaned over to my wife and she
said, ‘I’m sorry, but that was just so beautiful,’”
Cain said.   
“We’re here to have fun.  We’re not professional [and] we don’t claim to be.  We’re trying
and we just go from there,” said Heaton.
The ChrEasters, which touts several Rogstadts, Richters, Heatons, Aberles and three
generations of singers, staged a total of 16 men
for the 2011 Christmas Eve Mass, then 21 this
past Easter.  As of early December, around 30
men were expected to give their vocal cords a
workout for Christmas Eve 2012.
“You wonder if it makes a difference or if it’s
even worth doing…but really when it comes
time for Christmas and Easter, because it’s
such a sacred time anyway, I think it just brings
something different,” Cain explained.  “When
you’re a spouse, a child or even a parent who
sees your children or your dad or your husband
up there, I think it’s kind of moving.”
To hear the ChrEasters and for video footage
of their rehearsal, visit www.bismarckdiocese.
com/dakota-catholic-action.

By Amy Overby
“I’ve never had a family that loved me.”
– Teenager currently living in a North Dakota
foster home.  
It’s hard to imagine what a life is like without
a family to love. It’s hard to imagine not having
a family to love you. And yet there are many
children who live this reality.
In North Dakota, there are about 1,000
children who live in foster care. Each year,
about 100 of these children will be in need of a
permanent adoptive family.  90 percent of these
children will be adopted by a relative or their
foster family, leaving around 10 percent of the
children to continue the wait.
The wait to be chosen. The wait to be loved
by a family. The wait for a family to love.  This
is the life of this teenager, but he is not without
hope. This year, he has chosen to be a part of
the North Dakota Heart Gallery.
To raise awareness of children in need of
adoptive homes, the North Dakota Heart
Gallery hosted its 5th Annual Gala Nov. 8 at
the Fargo Air Museum. This event included
a program to recognize sponsors, a children’s
reception with games and prizes sponsored by
Wendy’s Wonderful Kids of the Dave Thomas
Foundation, and the unveiling of this year’s
Heart Gallery.
Professional photographers donate their time
and talent for a photo shoot with the result
being a portrait of the child that showcases his
or her personality and dignity. After the gala,
this photo gallery becomes a traveling display
throughout North Dakota.
Each board member of the North Dakota
Heart Gallery holds the belief that every child
is adoptable. Leanne Johnson, former director of Adults Adopting Special Kids (AASK), a
collaborative between Catholic Charities North
Dakota and Path North Dakota, said not every
family is the right family. “We are looking for
the families that can meet the needs of these
children,” she added, “And we have seen great
success stories happen these past four years.”
Beth and Wes Rogstad are an example of
the right family. At the gala, they shared their
experience as adoptive parents. Two years ago,
they were matched with and adopted a young
girl featured in the gallery. The journey with
their daughter has not been an easy one, but as
Wes said at the event, “As a four-year-old girl,
she went through things that no one should
ever have to go through, which is no fault of her
own. She deserves a chance.”
For families who are considering adoption,
he encourages them to learn about the child
and his/her needs, become well educated on any
diagnosis the child has and have a strong faith
family for support.  The blessings Beth and Wes
have received through their experience, he said,
are numerous and include a thriving daughter,
a stronger marriage and seeing God working in
their midst.  
To meet the children of the North Dakota
Heart Gallery, please visit www.ndheartgallery.
org.  If you would like to inquire about a child,
the adoption process, hosting the photo gallery or donating to the ND Heart Gallery, email
info@ndheartgallery.org or call (701) 356-7980.
______________________________________
Amy Overby, North Dakota Heart Gallery director, is a parishioner of St. Anthony of Padua parish in Fargo. She and her
husband, Dave, have three daughters.
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Post-election thoughts: Holding to the Truth
Balancing
Church
and State
Christopher Dodson
Executive Director,
ND Catholic Conference

The elections are finally over and legislators
will soon start preparing for the next session of
the North Dakota Legislative Assembly.
Elections are important, but some people
over-interpret the results.  To these prognosticators, the fact that President Obama beat Mitt
Romney by a mere 2.8% of the vote is proof
that the Republican Party is doomed.  Within
North Dakota some look at the large Republican majority in the legislature and control of
all the statewide offices as proof that the state
Democrats have reached their twilight years.  At
the same time, some politicians look at Heidi
Heitkamp’s victory as a sign that the Democrats
are on the rise in the state.
In fact, little has changed.  The party split in
the state legislature is about the same as it was
before the election.  The state’s congressional
delegation consisted of two Republicans and
one Democrat before the election and it will
have the same breakdown in the new congressional session.  The only statewide office that
“changed parties” is the officially nonpartisan
position of Superintendent of Public Instruction.

“

Some people see
victory or loss where

there was not
even a race.

Some people see victory or loss where there
was not even a race.  Such is the case for those
who declared that the Catholic bishops “took a
beating” in the elections.  This was news to us
who work for the bishops since we did not have
a horse in any race.  The bishops do not support or oppose candidates or parties, but some
people misconstrue teaching about issues as
episcopal endorsement of particular candidates.  
Based on the emails we get, letters to the editors, and blog posts, partisans from both ends
commit this error.  The same statement by a
bishop can be read as supporting Democrats by
one person and as supporting Republicans by
another.  
These partisans fail to realize that if a political party or candidate’s positions come down
on one side or another of the Church’s teachings it is solely because of the choices made by
the candidate or the party, not the choices of
the bishops.  The bishops express unchanging
teachings.  Certainly the issues change with
time.  The claim to same-sex “marriage,” the
recent threats to religious freedom, and the
need for immigration reform did not exist a few
years ago.  The bishops, however, rarely drive
the political agenda.  They respond to it.
The bishops do take positions on issues such
as defending marriage.  Here again, people can
misinterpret election results.  Some have declared defeat.  However, as USCCB’s Sister Mary
Ann Walsh pointed out, “There was a stronger
vote for defense of marriage in Maine, Minnesota, Maryland and Washington State than for
the GOP slate. Looks like defense of marriage is
a bi-partisan issue.”  

Similarly, those seeking to discredit the
Catholic Church have said that the bishops’ opposition to the HHS contraception and sterilization mandate was a failure because President
Obama was re-elected.  The effort, however, was
never directed at the president.  Moreover, there
is some evidence that the administration’s attack on religious liberty actually made the race
closer than it would have been by boosting Mitt
Romney’s numbers.
Proponents of abortion claimed that the
elections and exit polls showed that the pro-life
movement is dead.  Those exit polls, however,
actually found that a majority of the voters op-

pose abortion in most cases.  Polls of the larger
population reveal no recent change in public
opinion, which is slightly more pro-life than
pro-abortion rights.
Political trends do exist. They can be measured and form the bases of respectable forecasts.  Separating fact from opinion, however,
is getting more difficult. Political spin doctors,
whose credibility was always suspect, have been
joined by biased bloggers and comboxers.
As people of faith, we can take some comfort
in knowing that much of this prognostication
is folly.  Ultimately, what matters is the Truth
made known to us by the Incarnation.

Deacon Lynn Clancy, (above) one of the first men to be ordained a deacon in the Diocese of Bismarck, has retired from his
current position as Director of Pastoral Planning for the diocese. Clancy was instrumental in developing the diocesan mission statement (below).

Retiring from his “7th career”
By Matthew Kurtz
He was among the very first men to be
ordained a deacon for the Bismarck Diocese
in 1981.  He has taught for the US Department of Defense in Turkey and England.  
He attended an audience with Pope Paul
VI during the Second Vatican Council.  He
served in the North Dakota state legislature,
representing Valley City in the house from
1974-1975.  He is a former chancellor for the
Bismarck Diocese (1985-1987) and now he is
retiring from his current position as Director of Pastoral Planning for the Church in
western N.D.
Deacon Lynn Clancy has worn many hats
during his professional career.  He has also
tried retirement before; first in 2007 after
20 years as State Director for former N.D.
Sen. Kent Conrad and again after serving
as deacon at the Church of Corpus Christi
in Bismarck for 28 years.  But after what he
called his “7th career,” Clancy and his wife
of 47 years, Janice, plan to spend more time
caring for and visiting siblings living in other
parts of the country.
Clancy was born in Valley City and his
professional career helped him develop a
strong knowledge of the state.  He grew to
understand North Dakota’s rural culture
during his service as state deputy commissioner of agriculture and director of education for the N.D. Farmers Union in the
1960s and 70s.  He also worked in the area of
development and planned giving for Mary
College (1981) and the Bismarck Diocese
(1983), helping to begin the fundraising process for the construction of Emmaus Place
(the retirement home for retired priests
in the Bismarck) as well as establishing a
benefit program for priests.  Most recently,

Clancy helped develop the diocesan mission statement, spearheaded the reconstitution of the diocesan Pastoral Council (May
2012) and worked to help lay leaders develop
the “competence and confidence to be of
service” in their parish so they can become
“coworkers in the vineyard of the Lord.”

“

Bismarck Diocese
mission statement:

“To be ambassadors
for Christ who live
stewardship in word,
sacrament and service.”

“[My service in the diocese] has given
me confidence in God’s love,” Clancy said,
recalling that he has baptized “at least 1,000”
people in his role as a deacon.  He cited the
diaconate formation program (first organized by Marge Wickert, Fr. Blaine Cook
and Sr. Elizabeth Mason) as instrumental in
his realization of the importance of “wholesomeness and holiness” as well as the guidance of Sr. Thomas Welder during his time at
Mary College.
“I have a real dedication to the Beatitudes,
social justice and Catholic social teaching, so
it’s rewarding for me to see people carry out
that teaching in a wholesome way,” Clancy
explained.
The Diocese of Bismarck wishes Lynn and
his wife Janice health and happiness during
retirement.
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Real Presence Radio Banquet Fundraiser February 2013
Be ready to give an explanation for your hope

By Steve Splonskowski
Apologetics does not mean “apologizing for
being Catholic,” radio host Patrick Madrid said
in a recent telephone interview. It means “to
give a defense or explanation” for something.
In 1 Peter 3:15 we read, “Always be ready to
give an explanation to anyone who asks you
for a reason for your hope.” That means that
Catholics and all people of faith should always
be ready to do apologetics.
“Apologetics is for everyone,” Madrid said. It
involves giving “the best answers one is able to
give” in response to challenges to or questions
about your faith.
For example, if someone says they don’t believe in God, reply with “Let me explain why I
believe in God.” These simple, personal interactions could lead to an awakening of faith in the
person to whom you are speaking and could
increase your own faith by leading you to learn
more about it.
Madrid, host of the Catholic radio show
“Right Here, Right Now”, which airs Monday
and Wednesday from 3:15 to 4 p.m. on Real
Presence Radio, will be the keynote speaker at
the Real Presence Radio fund-raising banquets
to be held Feb. 7 in Fargo and Feb. 8 in Mandan.
Madrid, who was born in Los Angeles and
moved with his wife and children to Columbus,
Ohio, in 1997, was in Fargo in the 1990s as a
speaker for the clergy of the Diocese of Fargo.
“I’m looking forward to coming back!” he
said. His topic at the banquets will be “Answers
to Lies Society Tells You.” One of those lies is
“there is no such thing as absolute truth.” When
you hear that, the first part of your response

can be, “Is that absolutely true?” If they say yes,
then there’s obviously such a thing as absolute
truth, Madrid said. He will speak about how to
address this and many other incoherent claims,
such as “If it feels good, do it”, “You can be
spiritual without being religious,” and others.
Evangelicals tend to be more outward and
public in their profession of faith, Madrid said,
while Catholics tend to be more private and
inward. He hopes to encourage more Catholics
to “speak up and defend the faith.”
Madrid began his Catholic radio career in
the 1990s hosting a show once a month. He
was also frequently invited as a guest on Protestant radio shows to debate a Protestant guest
or provide information about the Catholic
faith. Catholic radio hadn’t really gotten off the
ground yet at that time.

Real Presence Radio
Fund-raising Banquets
Thurs., Feb. 7 • Fargo
Fri., Feb. 8 • Mandan

After doing a lot of television work with
EWTN, Madrid was asked to fill Marcus Grodi’s
Thursday slot on the Catholic radio show Open
Line when Grodi moved to another show.
Madrid hosted the Thursday Open Line shows
for about six years. In September, his new radio
show, Right Here, Right Now, began airing. He
said he hopes Real Presence Radio listeners will
tune in, and call in, to Right Here, Right Now
so they can get to know each other before he
comes to North Dakota.

Radio host Patrick Madrid

Catholic radio has grown from less than
10 stations 15 years ago to 220 AM and FM
stations today. His colleagues at EWTN estimate that number could double in the next
two years. “I think we’re probably entering the
golden age of Catholic radio,” Madrid said.
Why? Some listeners are Catholics who sense
that things are sliding in the wrong direction
and want to learn more about their faith and
connect with like-minded people, he said.
There’s also a “cadre of people who are just
curious . . . Out of curiosity, they tune in to see
what those crazy Catholics might say.”
Visit patrickmadrid.com for further information about Patrick, apologetics and more.
______________________________________
Steve Splonskowski has been executive director of Real
Presence Radio since 2007.

It’s a breakfast affair!
Come and join the fun.
Have a breakfast with the best You, your mom, daughter, goddaughter,
granddaughter, grandmother, sister,
or good friends.

It’s the 12th Annual

MOTHER-DAUGHTER
CELEBRATION
Saturday, February 9, 2013
9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Doublewood Inn, Bismarck, ND
Wear your favorite hat.
Invite your favorite group.
Make it an intergenerational, fun breakfast.
Join the fun with great food,
great company, and an inspiring speaker,

MOTHER-DAUGHTER CELEBRATION REGISTRATION
Name 	_________________________________________________________________

Miss North Dakota 2012
Rosie Sauvageau

Address _______________________________________________________________

$10.00 per person regardless of age.

Zip______________________________ Phone _______________________________

LIMITED SEATING,
SO REGISTER TODAY!!
Call Joyce McDowall at 701-222-3035
or toll free 1-877-405-7435
for additional information.
Registration Deadline:
February 5, 2013
Get all the ladies involved!
You’re guaranteed a good time.

City _________________________________________________ State_____________

Number Attending: ________________
Amount Enclosed: $ ________________
Make check payable to Diocese of Bismarck
and send to:
Office of Family Ministry
Joyce McDowall, Director
PO Box 1137
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Check #_______________
Amount $______________
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Give away the things you want
By Patti Armstrong
“If you want more of something, then
give away what you have,” Fr. Nick Schneider
preached on a recent Sunday at the Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit.  “If you want more joy, then
give joy to others. If you want more love, give
love.”
It was the message of the first reading from
1Kings 17:10-16, the story of the widow and
her son who were down to the bottom of their
flour and oil. The prophet Elijah had come to
her and asked for some bread and water. In
the face of what seemed to be sure starvation,
the widow shared her last loaf of bread with
the prophet’s promise that God would provide
for her. “The jar of meal was not spent nor the
jug of oil emptied, just as Yahweh had foretold
through Elijah.”
Although it was a story of old, happening so
very long ago, Fr. Nick explained that it was as
relevant today as it was thousands of years ago.
Then, he recounted an event that epitomized
this Bible story.  It happened with a priest in
the heart of the oil fields at the Church of the
Epiphany.  It turned out to be Fr. Brian Gross,
so I  contacted him later to get the story in his
own words.
“It happened last Sunday at 10:45 a.m. Mass,”
he said. “I noticed a guy who looked like he had
not shaved in a couple days. I especially noticed
him because he looked troubled.”
After Mass, many people walked down to the
church basement to enjoy a lunch of soup and
bread for all. Fr. Brian strolled around visiting
with parishioners. and spotted this man. “Hi,
how’s it going?” he asked sitting down across from
him. “Where are you from? Are you working for
the oil company?”
He learned that the man, Paul, (not his real
name) was a truck driver originally from Seattle.

He had moved his wife and five children to Fargo.
They were living with his mother-in-law while he
had come to Watford City looking for work and
living in a man camp.
“I just got a job with a carpenter putting up
siding,” Paul said smiling. “I start tomorrow. It’s
going to be outside work.” Although he said nothing, it was obvious his thin coat would not keep
him warm for that kind of outside work this time
of the year.

If you want
more joy,

“

then give
joy to others.

“When is the last time you had something to
eat?” Fr. Brian asked.
“Oh, I guess it was about twenty-four hours
ago,” Paul answered.
“We have more food than is going to get eaten,”
Fr. Brian said. “Go through the line as many
times as you want.” Then, noting the man’s thin
coat, he asked, “Do you need help with anything?”
“Yeah, is there some place in town where I
could get some heavy clothing?”
“How are you going to pay for it?”
“Well, I’ll do the best I can,” Paul answered,
looking down at his bowl of soup.
Fr. Brian talked some more with him and
learned he actually had no money. “I’m going to
visit with some other people,” he said. “I’ll come

back and talk with you more in a bit.”
He walked around saying hi to people then
spotted a couple he knew that actually belonged
to another parish. The man was the vice-president of a local company. “Hey Frank, (not his real
name) do you think you can help someone out?”
He then proceeded to explain the situation. “He
told me he has no money,” Fr. Brian ended the
story.
“Yeah, sure, I have some stuff at home I could
run home and get,” Frank offered.
When Fr. Brian pointed out the man who
needed the help, Frank’s wife expressed surprise.
“That guy?” she asked. “We sat behind him during Mass. I happened to look over at him during
the collection,” she said. “He took a $5 bill out of
his wallet and I noticed that his hand was shaking when he put it in the basket. It must have
been his last $5.”
Frank hurried the fifteen miles home, and returned with an oversized duffel bag full of warm
clothes, boots, and a coat. He presented it to Paul,
who was overwhelmed with gratitude. Frank
learned that Paul was a licensed truck driver so
he offered him a better job with his company.
Again, Paul could not stop thanking Frank and
Fr. Brian.
“Because you made the decision to come to
Mass, today, this is what Jesus is doing for you,”
Fr. Brian said. He also made arrangements for
Paul to pick up $50 of groceries on the parish’s
grocery account. But a couple days later, when
Fr. Brian ran into Paul, he asked him why he had
not gotten any groceries.
“Oh, I didn’t need to,” Paul explained. “Frank
had slipped $100 into the side pocket of the duffel
bag.”
Back at Cathedral, Fr. Nick finished his retelling of the story and wrapped up his homily.
Then, we opened our hymnals to sing the offertory song, “All That We Have.”
“All that we have and all that we offer,
Comes from a heart both frightened and free.
Take what we bring now and give what we need,
All done in his name.”
______________________________________
Patti Armstrong is a member of the Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit in Bismarck.

News Briefs
Diocese publishes HD video series:
“How to make a World Mission Rosary”

Children and cell phones
Cell phones. How did we ever get along without them?
They bring peace of mind and easy access to our family
and friends. The beneﬁts and capabilities of cell phones
are many. However, so are the dangers. Here are some
tips for parents:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Talk to your kids about cell phone dangers.
Messages or pictures they send are not truly private.
Know who your kids are communicating with.
Learn who your kids are spending time with online
and on the cell phone.
Check messages and photos sent and received on
your child’s phone. After all, you own the phone.
Contact your cell phone provider about blocks
or monitors.
Be aware of the number of texts and photos your
child sends each month.

Calendar of events
Parent Café 6:30–8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10
Riverside School, Bismarck
We offer free on-going counseling and advocacy.
If you or someone you know needs help, contact us at
323-5626. For more information, please visit
bismarck.sanfordhealth.org.

The Bismarck Diocese is pleased to announce the publication of an online high-definition video series titled “How to make a World
Mission Rosary.”
In the series, Don Lucas gives step-by-step
instructions on how to make a rosary.  These
videos provide a perfect activity for faith formation classes and families and can be viewed
on Vimeo.com, Youtube.com and bismarckdiocese.com.

N.D. March for Life set for Jan. 20
The Bismarck/Mandan Right to Life Chapter
will hold its annual March for Life at the State
Capitol in Bismarck on Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013 at
2:00 p.m.  The march begins on the steps of the
N.D. State Capitol. After the event, a reception
will be held at St. Mary’s Central High School.
The event is meant to stand up for the children and mothers who suffer from abortion
and is held in remembrance of the anniversary
of the Roe v. Wade court decision that legalized
abortion in 1973.  A national March for Life
has been held each year since 1974 at the U.S.
capitol in Washington, D.C.
Last year, approximately 200,000 participated
in the national march.

Dakota Catholic Action • 11

January 2013

Diving into Vatican II: Sacrosanctum Concilium
By Fr. Nick L. Schneider
In November, in order to commemorate the
Year of Faith and the 50th Anniversary of the
opening of the Second Vatican Council, we
began a look at Sacrosanctum Concilium (SC),
the document on the liturgy from the Council.
There, we examined the pioneers of the liturgical movement that reawakened a sense of the
importance of the liturgy and provided much
of the theological reflection that informs the
council. We continue by beginning to reflect on
the text itself.
SC has seven chapters devoted to the following subjects: 1. General principles; 2. The Eucharist; 3. Other sacraments and sacramentals;
4. The Divine Office; 5. The liturgical year; 6.
Sacred music; and 7. Other art and furnishings
for worship. Since the general principles inform
the entire vision of the liturgy, we will spend
several months looking at some of those principles before moving on to the other chapters.

Paschal Mystery (Paragraph 5)
The first great theological concept of the
document is the “Paschal Mystery.” The document defines the Paschal Mystery as, “[Jesus’]
passion, his resurrection from the dead and
his glorious assumption.” [SC,5] The Pasch or
Passover Lamb of the Old Testament was both
a founding event of Israel’s identity before the
Lord and a ritual associated with that event.
The ritual celebrated after the event not only
recalled God’s saving power from the throes
of Pharaoh and his armies and the power of
God to cause the death of the first-born, it also
became the way that the Israelites experienced
yearly God’s care for them at Passover.
In the same way, the new Pasch or Passover Lamb, Jesus, is the one sacrifice of the
New Covenant. His blood replaces that of the
sacrificial lamb; He is the new High Priest; He
the temple, the dwelling place of God among
us; He is the victim. Just as there was a ritual
of the Passover meal and a saving event that
was recalled year after year, so in Christ there
is a ritual meal – the last supper – that became
the ritual meal in which His sacrifice for us is
represented. This mystery of Christ’s suffering,
death, rising and ascension in His humanity is
the source of our redemption and sanctification. “The humanity of the very Son, in the
unity of the person of the Word, was the means
of our salvation.”  [SC,5]

Our entry into the Paschal Mystery
(Paragraph 6)
All of the liturgical life takes this self-offering of Christ to the Father as its source. This
self-offering – passion, death, resurrection and
ascension – is the Paschal Mystery. In fact, the
proclamation of these saving events is a major
aspect of the purpose of the Church. “Just as
Christ was sent by the Father, he himself sent
the apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit, and for
the same purpose: that they should preach the
good news to every creature, and this announce
that the Son of God, by his death and resurrection, had freed us from the power of Satan
and death and carried us over into the Father’s
kingdom.” [SC,6]
Beyond preaching the Paschal Mystery, the
apostles also had the task of enacting the saving
mysteries. “Not only this… they were also to
enact what they were announcing through sacrifice and sacraments, the things around which
the whole of liturgical life revolves.” [SC,6] It is
especially in these sacred actions that Christians
become worshippers in “Spirit and in Truth” as
Jesus promised [cf. Jn. 4:23] Thus, we continue
to do as the early church, who were “steadfast
in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship of
breaking bread and the prayers… praising God
together and winning the good opinions of all
the people.”[Acts 2:41-42, 47]
The next time you go to Mass, listen for the
way these saving events are presented in the

prayers, and remember that Christ is there in
His passion, death and resurrection.

Priestly Presence of Christ
(Paragraph 7)
Paragraph 7 teaches that Christ is present
in the liturgy, acting as the High Priest of the
New Covenant. He is especially present in the
Eucharistic elements, but He is also present in
the person of the minister, in the sacraments,
in the word, and when the Church prays or
sings hymns. His presence is so real in these
various places that SC tells us that whenever
any of these things happen, it is Christ Himself
who acts. For instance, we read, “He is present
through His word, in that he himself is speaking when Scripture is read in church.”
It would change our experience of Mass if
we could only see that when the Word of God
is proclaimed in the liturgy, the minister is only
an instrument – that Christ Himself is the one
who is proclaiming His own Word! Our entry
into the sacred words would be enhanced by
an awareness of His life-giving presence. The
same goes for every sacred action of the liturgy.
Christ is the most important agent.

When Christ acts in the liturgy, He is acting
as High Priest. “It is… quite right to think of
the liturgy as the enacting of the priestly role
of Jesus Christ.” [SC,7] This priestly activity
has two goals: to give fitting worship to God,
and to bring about our sanctification. Toward these two goals, “No other activity of the
Church equals it in terms of its official recognition or its degree of effectiveness.” [SC,7] That
means that the liturgy of the Church, when it
is celebrated according to the rites as we receive
them, is the most powerful instrument both for
glorifying God and for saving us.

Conclusion
I pray that we might recognize Christ, our
Lord who suffered and died for us, rose from
the dead for us, and now awaits us at the right
hand of the Father, every time we celebrate the
liturgy. I pray that we might see His face there,
hear His voice, and reach out to the one who
reaches out to us. If we are experiencing it as
we ought, nothing will have greater power to
transform us. God bless you, and have a great
month!

In safer hands than ours
By Fr. Ron Rolheiser
One of my jobs as a priest is to preside
and preach at funerals.  Never an easy task.
The deep truths of our faith which can be
so consoling at other times often don’t spin
their magic when death is still raw. Later on
they can do their work; but, at a funeral, the
pain is often too all-absorbing for the words
of faith to effectively break through and do
much in the way of real consolation. Their
full effect will take place in a way and in a
time that respects the rhythm of human
grief.
One sentence of consolation that I do
often offer at a funeral is this one: He is
now in hands safer than ours. She is now in
hands much gentler than our own.
The truth of those words can be particularly consoling when the deceased is a
young person, someone whom we feel still
needs the hands of an earthly mother and
father and whom we would want to trade
places with because we feel that he or she
is too young to have to leave us and go off
in death, alone. That is also true in the case
of someone who dies in a far-from-ideal
manner, suicide or a senseless accident. Our
unspoken fear is always that there should
have been more time, that we should have
done something more, been more vigilant,
been more supportive, and we worry about
a loved one departing this earth in so unfortunate a way.  Finally, we have this same
anxiety about someone who dies and has
had a life that somehow never seemed to be
free of extraordinary bad circumstance and
frustration, and we wish we could somehow
do something to make things better. In each
of these cases, nothing can be more consoling than to believe that our loved one is now
in far safer and gentler hands than our own.
But is this simple wishful thinking, whistling in the dark to keep up our courage?
Fudging God’s justice to console ourselves?
Not if Jesus can be believed! Everything
that Jesus reveals about God assures us that
God’s hands are much gentler and safer than
our own. God is the father of the prodigal
son and, as we see in that parable, God is
more understanding and more compassionate to us than we are to ourselves. We see too
in that parable how God does not wait for
us to return and apologize after we stray and
betray. God runs out to meet us and doesn’t
ask for an apology.  We see too in the stories

just preceding the story of the prodigal son
how God does not leave us on our own after
we sin, to come to our senses and return
repentantly to him. Rather he leaves the
ninety-nine others and comes looking for
us, anxious, longing, and ready to carry us
home, in spite of our sin.
Jesus gives us too the assurance that
God does not give us just one chance, but
seventy-seven times seven chances, infinite
chances. We don’t ruin our lives forever by
making a mistake or even by making that
mistake inexcusably again and again and
again. Finally, in St. Paul’s farewell message
to us in his Letter to the Romans, he assures
us that, even though we can’t ever get our
lives fully right, it doesn’t matter because
in the end nothing, absolutely nothing, can
separate us from God’s love and forgiveness.
We are, in this life and the next, in hands far
safer and gentler than our own.
God is not a God of punishment, but a
God of forgiveness. God is not a God who
records our sins, but a God who washes
them away. God is not a God who demands
perfection from us, but a God who asks for
a contrite heart when we can’t measure up.
God is not a God who gives us only one
chance, but a God who gives us infinite
chances. God is not a God who waits for us
to come to our senses after we have fallen,
but a God who comes searching for us, full
of understanding and care. God is not a God
who is calculating and parsimonious in his
gifts, but a prodigal God who sows seeds
everywhere without regard for waste or
worthiness. God is not a God who is powerless before evil and death, but a God who
can raise dead bodies to life and redeem
what is evil and hopeless. God is not a God
who is arbitrary and fickle, but a God who is
utterly reliable in his promise and goodness.
God is not a God who is dumb and unable
to deal with our complexity, but a God who
fashioned the depth of the universe and the
deepest recesses of the human psyche.
Ultimately, God is not a God who cannot
protect us, but is a God in whose hands and
in whose promise we are far safer than when
we rely upon ourselves.
___________________________________
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and
award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through
his website www.ronrolheiser.com.
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Why do we have second collections?

Stewardship
Ron Schatz
Office of Stewardship &
Resource Development

After two thousand years, the words of Christ
still resound in all of us: “Go therefore and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Mt
28:19).
As the baptized children of God, anointed in
His Spirit and nourished at the table of the Eucharist, we are called to life in communion with
Jesus, and we are sent to continue his mission:
teaching, sanctifying and serving.
The bishops of the United States established
special national and universal church collections to support the Church’s works of social
justice, evangelization and education, both do-

mestically and around the globe.  These second
collections are a vehicle by which the Catholic
faithful are able to reach beyond their own immediate needs and assist the Catholic Church at
the national and universal levels.
Jesus reminds us that the two greatest commandments are to love God with our whole
heart, our whole mind and our whole soul and
to love our neighbor as ourselves. The national
and universal church collections offer us an
opportunity to help our neighbors in the light
of the Gospel. In doing so, we act as faithful
stewards of the gifts God has given us.
Through our parishes, every Catholic participates in a global community of faith. The
national and universal church collections are
a powerful expression of this community. Our
contributions help people across the street and
around the world, people who struggle to practice the faith and people who live in great need.
Each of these important collections is worthy
of our support and represents the community
of faith at work in the world, saving souls and
improving lives.  Visit our diocesan website
for a listing of the eight national and universal church collections taken each year in the
Diocese of Bismarck: http://bismarckdiocese.
com/offices/StewardshipandResourceDevelopment/NationalandUniversalChurchCollections.

Diocese of Bismarck recipient
of Catholic Extension funding
CHICAGO – Nov. 25, 2012 – Catholic Extension today announced that it has approved the
Diocese of Bismarck to be a recipient of funding to support and strengthen the local Catholic
community within the diocese. Catholic Extension will provide two grants totaling more
than $119,000 to promote the mission of the
Church.
Catholic Extension will provide a two-year
grant totaling more than $49,000 to help
fund expenses related to the diocese’s Year of
Faith celebration. The programs and activities
planned include three Symposiums, a Priests’
Convocation, a pilgrimage to the Holy Land
and a THIRST diocesan conference in Oct.
2013. These events will build faith in attendees
and strengthen the overall evangelization efforts in this growing diocese.
In addition, a $70,000 grant will help cover
the education of the diocese’s 14 seminarians.
The cost of seminarian education takes up a
large percentage of the diocesan budget, and
this grant will ensure that the diocese can fund
their seminarians without limiting other faithbased initiatives.
Historically, Catholic Extension has sup-

ported the Diocese of Bismarck with more
than $752,000 in funding in the past 10 years
to support its infrastructure, people and ministries. Catholic Extension also has a rich history
of building churches and has contributed to
building or repairing 125 church facilities in the
Diocese of Bismarck since 1910.
For over 100 years, Catholic Extension has
uniquely contributed to the growth and vibrancy of the Catholic Church in the U.S. by
strategically investing in poor mission dioceses
to unleash the power of faith that transforms
hearts, lives and society.
“We are proud to partner with the Diocese of
Bismarck to provide funding for the diocese’s
Year of Faith celebrations and dedicated seminarians,” said Catholic Extension President
Father Jack Wall. “We recognize that the people
of this diocese have enormous passion for their
ministry and commitment to the growth of the
Catholic faith. Through our strategic funding,
Catholic Extension is dedicated to building
faith, inspiring hope and igniting change. We
are proud to assist the Diocese of Bismarck in
ensuring the continuation and growth of their
dynamic Catholic faith community.”

Holy Trinity Thanksgiving Dinner
Volunteers serve food at the 2012 community Thanksgiving dinner at Holy Trinity Church in Hettinger. The dinner, which has
been held annually for more than 15 years, began when Fr. Bruce Krebs was at the parish. Food is donated and served to
those who wish to attend.
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Stewardship update
The Bismarck Diocese received a letter
of gratitude from Archbishop Carlo Maria
Viganò, Apostolic Nuncio to the United
States, for the diocese’s contribution of
$30,790.35 to the 2012 Peter’s Pence fund.
Most Rev. Jaime Soto, Chairman of
the USCCB Subcommittee on the Catholic Campaign for Human Development
(CCHD), also sent his thanks for the
diocese’s contribution of $13,399.19 for the
2011 Collection for the CCHD.
The Commissariat of the Holy Land
extended its thanks for the $37,610 the
Diocese of Bismarck collected as part of the
2011 Pontifical Good Friday Collection for
Christians in the Holy Land.

Obituaries
Sister Henrietta Jundt, OSB
Sister Henrietta Jundt, OSB, 96, died in the
Sacred Heart Monastery Care Center on Thursday, November 22, 2012.  A wake service was
held at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 25, and
the funeral Mass was
celebrated on Monday, November 26, in
Bishop Marty Memorial Chapel.  
   Anna Mary Jundt
was born May 6, 1916,
the ninth of twelve
children of Anthony
and Barbara (Keifel)
Jundt of Linton,
Sister Henrietta Jundt, OSB
North Dakota. Her
parents were born in Russia and emigrated to
the United States in 1905.
Anna attended public school for six years
and then went to the Catholic school in Fort
Yates, ND.  It was here that she met the Benedictine Sisters of Sacred Heart Monastery.  
Because of the depression she was unable to
attend high school, but later completed her
GED in the late 1960’s—an accomplishment of
which she was very proud.
Anna entered Sacred Heart Monastery on
June 2, 1932, and credits the Sisters at Ft. Yates
and her parents as great influences in her call
to the Benedictine way of life.  She was invested
as a novice on June 23, 1934, and received the
name Henrietta. She made first profession on
July 11, 1935, and her final profession in 1940.
Sister Henrietta served on many missions in
a variety of ministries beginning at St. Mary’s
Hospital, Pierre, SD; Stephan, SD; St. Thomas
More Hospital, Canon City, CO; the Bishop’s
House in Sioux Falls; Madonna Home, Lincoln,
NE; and at Mount Marty College, Sacred Heart
Hospital and Sacred Heart Monastery in Yankton.  For many years she was in charge of the
monastery kitchen. She enjoyed many hobbies,
especially crocheting and needle point.  Many
of her creations were sold in the Monastery Gift
Shop which she managed for six years.
Sister Henrietta was a quiet woman of deep
faith who loved to serve and be with others. She
also enjoyed nature and made sure the birds
were well fed and the monastery cat did not
lack for attention.
Sister Henrietta is survived by her Benedictine community and numerous nieces and
nephews.  She was preceded in death by her
parents and eleven siblings.
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Ag
Attitudes
James Odermann

Time for a personal
inventory
Re-checking my relationship with God
Winter is here, colder temperatures, frost on
the trees, snow on the ground, soil as hard as
concrete. A deeper freeze is on the way. There is
trepidation about the amount of snow to come.
But, for me winter in this climate is a special
time. This is a time for reflection and rejuvenation, for evaluation, for planning and a time for
prayer.
So, as I reflect on 2012 and prepare for 2013,
I think about my prayer life. Prayer is that time
I can spend sharing my fears, my hopes and my
plans with God.
This is not a one-way conversation, and it
could (and should) take place during every
second of my life. My life should be a prayer, an
example of discipleship that emulates how God
wants me to live my life.
With that in mind, I conducted a review of
my life, the goals, aspirations, hopes and fears.
I did an inventory of the gifts that God has
entrusted to my care. This examination should
be a daily process. So, in the end, I started to
wonder, “What is my accountability structure?”
Accountability structure? These two words
really set me on my ear as I reflected about my
own vulnerability, mortality and humanity. I
forced myself to reflect on my accountability
structure.
These two words may be a business term but,
when applied to my spirituality and spiritual
development, the words “accountability structure” really opened up a new avenue of evaluation, a new strategy, which I needed to implement within my own life.
I tried to imagine ways in which I am accountable within my spiritual life. God is the
ultimate authority. My spiritual accountability
structure needs to make sure my end game is
based on God’s instructions in the Ten Commandments.
So, as I reflected on my spiritual accountability structure, I developed a list from which I
could measure my progress. Really, it was more
a list of questions, which ultimately are an examination of my conscience. Am I respectful of
my spouse, of my children, of my friends, of my
business associates? Do I follow the code of discipleship that God intended for me? Do I apply
the Ten Commandments within my life? Am I
using the time, talent and treasure in a way that
is pleasing to God?
My personal accountability structure calls
me to participation in the sacraments and to
live up to the call of each. I need regular participation and reception of the sacraments of
reconciliation and the Eucharist.  This accountability structure also means dialogue with God
through prayer.
At death, I will be personally accountable
for my thoughts, words and actions. I need to
accept this and move forward with patience,
understanding and love. I hope I am up to the
task. Care to join me?

Retrouvaille

™

... a lifeline for marriages
• Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage?
• Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse?
• Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply shut down?
• Have you thought about separation or divorce?
• Does talking about it only make it worse?

... Retrouvaille provides marriage help!
Retrouvaille is a program to help couples
heal and renew their marriages. The word
Retrouvaille™ is a French word meaning rediscovery. The program offers tools needed
to rediscover a loving marriage relationship.
Thousands of couples headed for cold, unloving relationships or divorce have successfully
overcome their marriage problems by attending the program.
The Retrouvaille Program consists of a weekend experience combined with a series of 6
after care sessions over 3 months. It provides
the tools to help put your marriage in order
again. The main emphasis of the program is
on communication in marriage between husband and wife. It will give you the opportunity
to rediscover each other and examine your
lives together in a new and positive way.
It is not a retreat, marriage counseling, or
a sensitivity group. There are neither group
dynamics nor group discussions on the weekend. It is not a time for hurting; it is a time for
healing.
It is for couples with marital problems including those who are considering marriage
separation and those who are already separated or divorced that want marriage help.
Some couples come to Retrouvaille during
the initial signs of a marriage problem. Other
couples are in a state of despair and hopelessness when they attend the program. These
latter couples often consider the Retrouvaille
program their final option.
Many lawyers and judges send couples
to Retrouvaille as a prerequisite to filing for
a divorce or rendering final decisions. Many
marriage counselors send their clients to Retrouvaille as a prerequisite to marriage coun-

seling. These professionals know that the tools
of communication in marriage taught in the
program are often what couples need.
The Retrouvaille program is not designed
nor intended for couples in a co-habitating
relationship. Retrouvaille is Catholic in origin.
Couples of all faiths and those with no faith
tradition are welcome and encouraged to attend.
During the weekend phase, a team of three
couples and a priest give a series of presentations. The weekend is not a spiritual retreat,
not a marriage encounter or marriage seminar
although it does have characteristics of each
of these and much more. You will, however,
be encouraged to put the past behind you and
start rediscovering each other.
The team presents a technique of communication that enables you to take a good look at
most areas of your relationship. The team does
not provide marriage advice. The team provides practical tools for improving your marriage. They will share how they were able to
benefit from these techniques themselves. After each presentation you will have a chance
to reflect on it by yourself, then discuss it in
complete privacy with your spouse.
The weekend is not a ‘miracle cure’; therefore, the post-weekend sessions have been
designed to continue the marriage renewal
begun on the weekend. The post-weekend
phase is as crucial, maybe more critical, to
the healing of marriage problems. During the
post-weekend sessions, the technique learned
on the weekend is further developed and is
used to explore additional areas of the marriage relationship.

The only Retrouvaille Weekend Retreat in North Dakota
will be held in Bismarck January 18-20, 2013.
You must be registered to attend and space is limited.
You can register online at www.retrouvaille.org
or call Joyce, Office of Family Ministry, at 701-222-3035.
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National Vocation Awareness Week set for Jan. 13-19
Fr. Guthrie suggests encouraging young people to consider religious vocations

WASHINGTON — The Catholic Church in
the United States will celebrate National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) January 13-19.
The annual event earmarks a time for parishes
to consider their role in promoting the role of
priests, deacons and religious order brothers
and sisters to Catholics deciding on their future.
“National Vocation Awareness Week gives
dioceses and parishes across the country a
chance to promote vocations through prayer
and education,” said Archbishop Robert Carlson, chairman of the Bishops’ Committee on
Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations. “This
is especially important in this Year of Faith and
as the Church continues to focus on the New
Evangelization. Vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life are essential in the

Church’s mission of spreading the joy and love
of Jesus Christ. Our world and culture needs
the Good News of Christ more than ever.”
Father Shawn McKnight, executive director
of the Secretariat of Clergy, Consecrated Life
and Vocations (CCLV), said research shows
more youth consider a lifetime of service to the
Church than family and friends realize.
“A recent study found significant interest
among never-married Catholics ages 14-35
in priesthood and the consecrated life,” he
said. “We estimate that over 600,000 youth
and young adults have seriously considered a
religious vocation in the Church. This is good
news. The challenge is to pray for them and
encourage them to take the next step as they
discern God’s call.”

The Awakening: A community event
By Ed Konieczka
Justin Fatica will be returning to the Bismarck area for a special one night event on
Wednesday, Jan. 30. Justin is a dynamic and
inspiring speaker who has a deep love for God
and the Church and a passion for evangelizing
young people. He has a unique ability to help
people connect their pain and their hurts with
God’s deep love. Justin has appeared on Good
Morning America and on Nightline, and has
appeared in a special HBO documentary about
his ministry.
Justin has spoken to youth at St. Mary’s
Central High School and Corpus Christ Youth
Ministry over the past two years and the response of the teens has been so overwhelming that parents and others have said, “I wish
I could have heard him too…” Now everyone
will be able to hear Justin’s powerful message.
The Awakening Event on January 30 is open to
the entire community-teens, young adults, parents, families, and everyone who wants to hear
a powerful story of God’s love in action.
“Justin’s presentation last year was definitely
Spirit-led. He spoke directly to issues that our
teens were wrestling with in the quiet of their
hearts,” said Ed Konieczka, Director or Youth
Ministry at the Church of Corpus Christi.  “I

The Awakening:
A community event

Wed., Jan. 30 • 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Church of Corpus Christi, Bismarck
look forward to his return in January and hope
many will come to hear his powerful message.”
The Awakening event, which is being sponsored by Corpus Christi and St. Mary’s Central
High School, will be held at the Church of Corpus Christi from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013. Tickets for the Awakening
are $10 each and can be purchased at St. Mary’s
Central High School (701-223-4113). More
information on Justin Fatica can be found on
the web at: http://hanm.org/home. Questions
about the Awakening event can be sent to ekonieczka@corpus-christi.org.
“No one is reaching teens like Justin Fatica.”
– Matthew Kelly, Author of Rediscovering Catholicism.
______________________________________
Ed Konieczka is Director of Youth Ministry at the Church of
Corpus Christi.

National Catholic Schools Week 2013
Jan. 27 - Feb. 2

The theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2013 is “Catholic Schools Raise the
Standards.” The 2013 theme supports the recent launch of the National Standards and
Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools that ensure the
effective operation and responsible governance of Catholic schools across the country, thus
promoting high academic standards and Catholic identity. The logo designed for the week
illustrates a chart of steady growth culminating in the highest achievement of all, a cross
representing the faith that underscores all Catholic education.

The study, “Consideration of Priesthood
and Religious Life Among Never-Married U.S.
Catholics,” was conducted by the Georgetown
University-based Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate (CARA) http://www.usccb.
org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/survey-ofyouth-and-young-adults-on-vocations.cfm and
commissioned by the U.S. bishops’ Secretariat
for Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations.
Vocation Awareness Week reminds Catholics
that they have responsibility to pray for vocations and to invite young people to consider a
call to ordained ministry and consecrated life,
said Father John Guthrie, CCLV associate director.
“When someone is encouraged by three or
more people to consider a religious vocation in
the Church, they are more than five times more
likely to seriously consider it, the CARA study
showed. We need to be less shy about encouraging someone with the right qualities for religious life to think about it,” Father Guthrie said.
The CCLV office will provide dioceses web
resources such as prayer cards, suggested
prayers of the faithful and bulletin-ready
quotes. Materials can be downloaded from the
USCCB Vocations page, www.usccb.org/beliefsand-teachings/vocations/national-vocationawareness-week.cfm
Observance of Vocation Awareness Week
began in 1976 when the U.S. bishops designated
the 28th Sunday of the year for the celebration.
In 1997, it was moved to coincide with the Feast
of the Baptism of the Lord, this year marked on
January 13. Beginning in 2014, Vocation Awareness Week will be moved to the first full week of
November.

St. Wenceslaus
campaign update
In honor of its centennial year, the
Church of St. Wenceslaus in Dickinson
kicked off a Centennial Renewal Capital
Campaign Oct. 6-7, 2012, to renovate its
church and expand the gathering space to
“share blessings with coming generations
for the glory of the Lord,”
said Msgr. Patrick
Schumacher.
In a spirit of
gratitude, Msgr.
Schumacher, pastor, Fr. Kregg Hochhalter, parochial
vicar, and the parish
of St. Wenceslaus
would like to share a
Centennial Renewal Capital Campaign update.
As of November 30, 2012, approximately
10% of pledge cards have been received.
“We are excited to announce we have
received a $400,000 lead gift. As a result of
our lead gift, we have available cash and
pledges totaling $1,029,825. This reflects
37% of our $2.75 million goal,” Msgr.
Schumacher said. “What an extraordinary
beginning since our October kick-off! The
generosity of parishioners and non-parishioners alike is inspiring and, without
doubt, your sacrifice has brought blessings!
Over 750 of our families and donors
have yet to contribute; as you can see, our
goal is easily attainable!  We are asked to
give because we love the church, we value
our faith community, and we believe that
in giving we receive. If you have not already
done so, please prayerfully consider your
generous gift to the campaign.”
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Calendar of Events

UPCOMING EVENTS
RETROUVAILLE: Retrouvaille is an intense

weekend experience for couples in a hurting
marriage. There will be a Retrouvaille weekend held January 18-20, 2013 in Bismarck
with aftercare sessions provided. Registration
is limited. All participants must pre-register
with a $100 nonrefundable deposit, and the
location of the weekend is given at that time.
For more information on Retrouvaille go to
www.retrouvaille.org or www.bismarckdiocese.
com. To register for the weekend call Joyce
at Office of Family Ministry 1-701-222-3035
or toll free 1-877-405-7435. Retrouvaille is
sponsored by the Diocese of Bismarck and is
open to any married couple struggling in their
relationship regardless of faith denomination.

Billings Method of natural family planning teacher training: A training to become

a certified instructor in the Billings Method
of Natural Family Planning will be held in
Bismarck on January 18-21, 2013. Why become a Billings Method teacher? You will be
joining teachers in over 100 countries around
the world in teaching the simplest yet most
scientifically researched method available.
You will also be joining in and contributing to
the Natural Family Planning ministry of the
Diocese of Bismarck to share this wonderful
teaching. Any users of the Billings Method
are encouraged to consider attending this
training, but candidates need not be current
users of the method to apply. Women are able
to teach as an individual or a married couple.
For more information, including an application
packet, please contact Amanda Ellerkamp at
aellerkamp@bismarckdiocese.com or 701590-2837.

The Awakening: A Community Event:

Speaker Justin Fatica will be speaking at the
Church of Corpus Christi in Bismarck from
7:30 – 9:00 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013.
Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased
at St. Mary’s Central High School (701-2234113). Sponsored by Corpus Christi and
SMCHS.

Missionary priest at Spirit of Life: In

preparation for Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration, which will be hosted by Spirit of Life
Church in Mandan, a missionary priest from
the Missionaries of the Blessed Sacrament from Plattsburg, N.Y. will speak at the
weekend Masses at Spirit of Life on February
2nd and 3rd. Everyone is invited to attend.
Perpetual Adoration is scheduled to begin
mid-February. Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to participate.

University of Mary’s Annual Prayer Day:

Thursday, Feb. 7, 2013, 11:00 a.m., McDowall Activity Center, with speaker Barbara
Nicolosi. To learn more, contact Kristi Wanner
at 701.355-8102 or kdwanner@umary.edu.

Mother Daughter Breakfast Celebration:
Saturday, February 9, 2013, 9:30 – 11:00
a.m. – Ramada Bismarck Hotel (formerly the
Doublewood Inn). This 12th annual event,
sponsored by the Diocese of Bismarck Office
of Family Ministry, is a wonderful way to celebrate Valentine’s Day with those important
women in your life. Wear your favorite hat;
join the fun with great food, great company,
and a featured guest presenter. Cost of the
event is $10 per person for both adults and
children and you must be pre-registered. Call
Joyce McDowall at 701.222.3035 for additional information. Due to limited seating,
registration deadline is February 5.

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS,
RELIGIOUS AND
DEACONS SERVING
OUR DIOCESE

An invitation from the Serra Clubs
of the diocese:
Jan. 1
Rev. Mr. Corey Nelson
Jan. 2
Sr. Anna Rose Ruhland, OSB
Jan. 3
Rev. Jeff Zwack
Jan. 4
Deacon Keith Due
Jan. 5
Rev. Damien Dietlein, OSB
Jan. 6
Sr. Nancy Gunderson, OSB
Jan. 7
All Lay Ministers
Jan. 8
Sr. Ivo Schoch, SSND
Jan. 9
Rev. Raymond Aydt
Jan. 10 Rev. Mr. Robert Shea
Jan. 11 Deacon Herman Dukart
Jan. 12 Rev. Francis Dos Remedios, OSB
Jan. 13 Rev. Andre Hushka, OSB
Jan. 14 Sr. Pattie Koehler, OSB
Jan. 15 Rev. Paul Becker
Jan. 16 Deacon Victor Dvorak
Jan. 17 Bro. Nicholas Erikson, OSB
Jan. 18 Seminarian Adam Maus
Jan. 19 Rev. Victor Feser, OSB
Jan. 20 Sr. Donna Johnson, OSB
Jan. 21 Sr. Kathleen Kuntz, OSB
Jan. 22 Rev. Daniel Berg
Jan. 23 Deacon Richard Fettig
Jan. 24 Sr. Michael Kaliher, OSB
Jan. 25 Rev. Denis Fournier, OSB
Jan. 26 Sr. Annette Dobitz, SSND
Jan. 27 Rev. Gary Benz
Jan. 28 Deacon Anton Dworshak
Jan. 29 All Seminarians & Religious in
Formation
Jan. 30 Rev. Benedict Fischer, OSB
Jan. 31 Sr. Ruth Margaret Karabensh, OSB

PLEASE REMEMBER
OUR DECEASED CLERGY
ON THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THEIR DEATH
Jan 1:
Jan 2:

Rev. Theodore Roessler
Rev. Aloysius Bittman, OSB

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

2:
4:
5:
6:
9:
10:
10:
11:
12:
14:
14:
15:
15:
16:
16:
16:
17:
18:
21:
21:
21:
23:
23:
24:
25:
30:
30:
30:
31:
31:
31:

Rev. Joseph Schmidt
Rev. Bonaventure Goebel, OSB
Abbot Placid Hoernerbach, OSB
Rev. Adolph Dingmann, OSB
Rev. Sigismund Lica
Rev. Henry Bosch
Rev. Florian Locknikar, OSB
Rev. S.J. Arsenault
Rev. Leo Herber, C.PP.S.
Rev. Clemens Dimpfl, OSB
Rev. John Odermann, OSB
Rev. Victor Kreinbrink, C.PP.S.
Rev. Humphrey Zdechik
Rev. Aldalbert Kraft, OSB
Rev. James Ryan
Rev. Othmar Steinhart
Rev. Henry Wibbels, C.PP.S.
Rev. J.B.M. Genin
Rev. Charles Backes
Rev. Austin Herrmann, C.PP.S.
Rev. Louis Telegdy, C.PP.S.
Rev Henry Hess, C.PP.S.
Deacon David Vaughn
Rev. Leopold Ruemenapp
Rev. Valentine Sommereisen
Rev. Peter Fehrenbach, OSB
Rev. Maximillian Herber, C.PP.S.
Rev. Evaristus J. Olberding, C.PP.S.
Rev. John Lukach
Rev. Adrian Mundt, OSB
Rev. Justic J. Schweizer, OSB

CALENDAR
SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action is
published monthly except for July. Material
deadline is noon the first Friday of the month
for the following months’ publication (ex: first
Friday in January for the February issue of
the DCA). Recurring or ongoing events must
be submitted each time they occur to be
included.
ACCEPTED MATERIAL: Brief notices of
upcoming events hosted by diocesan parishes
and institutions. Items are published on a
space available basis.
SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be listed
individually and include:
*Time and date of event
*Full event description including related times
*Complete address of event venue
*Contact information of individual responsible
for submitted material
E-mail: mkurtz@bismarckdiocese.com
Mail: DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137
Bismarck ND 58502-1137

St. Nicholas visits students in Stanley

The children of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary received an exciting surprise Dec. 5, the day
before the feast of St. Nicholas. The children met and learned about the jolly saint who had an
incredible love for God and for poor children. St. Nicholas handed out milk chocolate gold coins
and explained that the best gift of all (which will last forever) is Jesus.

NFP Quick Reference Guide ~ Diocese of Bismarck
“I knew my husband loved me, but NFP helped me realize how much he cherishes me!”
For more information contact Amanda Ellerkamp, NFP Coordinator at 701-590-2837, aellerkamp@bismarckdiocese.com

Some Practical Benefits of
Natural Family Planning
The following are true of all modern NFP methods
offered through the diocese:
• NFP has no harmful side effects. It is healthy,
organically sound and environmentally friendly!  Since
NFP is 100% natural, there are no chemicals produced or
waste products created.
• NFP is safe and has been clinically proven to be 98-99%
effective at avoiding pregnancy when used properly.  It is
also very effective in helping couples achieve pregnancy.
Modern methods of NFP are not to be confused with the
older “rhythm method” which was less effective because
it depended upon the regularity of a woman’s cycle.
• Any woman, regardless of the regularity or irregularity
of her cycles, can use NFP effectively. Modern methods of
NFP are based on the readily observable signs of fertility
present in each cycle (primarily cervical mucus, but also
temperature, changes in the cervix, and other signs).  

OVULATION (Mucus-only) Methods:

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods, cont.:

Jana Heen
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext.126
jheen@bismarckdiocese.com

Carmen Devney
Northwest Family Services, Bismarck
701-471-2363
hoofprince@hotmail.com

Tara Rohrich
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext.126
taramrohrich@yahoo.com
Kelli Schneider
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext. 126
kschneider@bis.midco.net
Sandy Tibor
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Dickinson
701-590-0425
santibor@yahoo.com
(Cost is approximately $250 for full course of instruction.)

• NFP is in no way contraceptive. It does not work against
God’s creative design for sexual intercourse, but works in
complete accord with it.

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods:

• Because NFP fosters authentic marital love,   respect,  
honesty,   and    communication, surveys indicate that
couples who practice NFP have a practically non-existent
divorce rate.  NFP is marriage insurance!

Priscilla & Bob Keogh
NFP International, Dickinson
701-483-9630
keogh@goesp.com

(Some excerpts taken from: “God’s Plan for a Joy Filled Marriage”)

($70 for 3 class series, including materials)

($110 for materials, class series and follow-up)
Kevin & Tammy Martian
Couple to Couple League, Mandan
701-471-1549
tammy.martian@gmail.com
Scott & Jen Johannsen
Couple to Couple League, Minot
701-837-9768
johan@srt.com
(Cost for a 3-class series in CCL is $135.
Materials included. You may search for upcoming
classes and register online at www.ccli.org )

Physicians Supportive of NFP:
Laura Archuleta, MD
St. Alexius Center for Family Medicine, Mandan
701-667-4600 or 1-877-530-5550
Danuta Komorowska, MD, MPF, & TM
Great Plains Clinic, Dickinson
701-483-6017
Louise Murphy, MD
Mid-Dakota Clinic Gateway, Bismarck
701-530-6243
Updated April 2012

PLUS: Free audio downloads & complete video from
“The Enduring Legacy of Vatican II” symposium presentations.

Visit www.bismarckdiocese.com/dakota-catholic-action

Charitable
Gift Annuities:
Increasing income,
maximizing gifts

For more
Bismarck Diocese
news, check out
these exclusive
DCA Online stories:

The ChrEasters
rehearse

• Thanksgiving address
from Bishop Kagan
• Reflection on
Immaculate
Conception
• Intro to Rogation and
Ember Days

The Dash Report

Visit us:

Bismarck Diocese

President of the USCCB

@BisDiocese or www.bismarckdiocese.com

Timothy Cardinal Dolan,

Featuring keynote speaker,

THIRST 2013:
A Eucharistic Conference
Oct. 25-27
Bismarck Civic Center

Save the Date:
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Scan this QR code with your
mobile device to access DCA
online video content.

Pope gives
six Bismarck
Diocese priests
honorary title
of monsignor
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