
 The following appointments, with the per-
mission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., 
J.C.L., effective at noon on June 28, 2012.

Reverend Kenneth G. Phil-
lips from pastor of Christ 
the King Parish, Mandan, to 
pastor of St. Joseph Par-
ish, Beulah, and St. Martin 
Church, Hazen.

Reverend Johnson Kuri-
appilly from pastor of St. 
Joseph Parish, Beulah, and 
St. Martin Church, Hazen, 
to pastor of Christ the King 
Parish, Mandan.

Reverend Daniel J. Berg from 
pastor of St. Lawrence Parish, 
Flasher; St. Theresa Church, 
Carson; and St. Gertrude 
Church, Raleigh; to pastor 
of St. John the Baptist Par-
ish, Beach; St. Mary Church, 
Golva; and St. Mary Church, 
Medora. 

Reverend Dennis Schafer to 
pastor of St. Lawrence Parish, 
Flasher; St. Theresa Church, 
Carson; and St. Gertrude 
Church, Raleigh.
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By Kelli R. Schneider
 “Relying on the help of our Lord God and 
our Savior Jesus Christ, we choose these, our 
brothers, for the Order of the Priesthood.”
Thus began the Rite of Ordination to the 
Priesthood within the Ordination Mass of Fa-
ther Kregg Hochhalter and Father Jadyn Nelson 
– two alumni of Dickinson Trinity High School, 
graduates of 2003. A day devoted to the Our 
Lady – the Blessed Mother – for it was May 31, 
the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. These two men, two classmates, now 
brother priests! God called them. He tugged 
at their hearts and said, “Come, follow me…” 
(Matthew 4:19)
 The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit was fi lled 
to the brim that beautiful Thursday afternoon. 
The loftiness of the Cathedral contained in 
its walls friends and family, lay faithful of the 
diocese, eager to pray for these ordinands and 
celebrate this holy day for the Diocese of Bis-
marck and for the universal Church. 
 As I sat and prayed for Father Hochhalter 
and Father Nelson during the Mass of Ordina-
tion, I was continually struck by the awesome 
power of our God. That He stirs the hearts of 
ordinary men to answer an extraordinary call. 
That He calls upon us, the laity, to support and 
love the priest, knowing that it is through the 
priest we are given Christ Himself in His Most 
Precious Body and His Most Precious Blood. 
That our Roman Catholic faith is over 2000 
years old and yet, through Sacred Scripture and 
Tradition, is true to the foundations laid by 
Jesus Christ. 
 An ordination is something that all Catho-
lics should experience in their lifetimes. For 
through an ordination, the lay faithful can 
be renewed in love of the sacraments of our 
Church and in their love of the priesthood. 
Within this sacrament, the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders, the men to be ordained make two 
promises to the Church: The Promise of the 
Elect, whereby in the presence of God and the 
whole Church, they declare their willingness 
to take upon themselves the responsibilities of 

the ministerial priesthood; and The Promise 
of Obedience, whereby the men to be ordained 
place their hands between those of the Bishop 
and promise respect and obedience to the 
Bishop and His successors. 
 After making their promises, Father Hoch-
halter and Father Nelson prostrated themselves 
on the fl oor of the sanctuary in the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, and the congregation chant-
ed invocations of the saints on behalf of these 
men, praying for them. Their prostration exem-
plifi ed their humility before God. They emptied 
themselves so as to be fi lled with the grace of 
God. Within the Rite of Ordination, the bishop 
anointed the hands of these men with Sacred 
Chrism, which consecrated their hands for their 
ministry in the Church and offering the Holy 
Sacrifi ce of the Mass.
 Sometimes, as Catholics, we are tempted 
to think of priestly vocations and vocations 
of religious men and women as something of 
long ago, something that young people today 
“don’t do.” Yes, God still calls! He calls men and 
women each and every day. Are you listening? 
Can you hear him? A good portion of us in the 
Diocese of Bismarck are living out the married 
vocation. What are we doing within our homes 
to ensure that the Catholic Priesthood and the 
Consecrated Religious Life of our Church con-
tinues? What happens in the walls of our homes 
to encourage our children to claim Christ as the 
center of their lives? Do we – parents, grand-
parents, siblings, aunts and uncles, friends 
– encourage one another to live lives of holiness 
and service? Have we – parents, grandparents, 
siblings, aunts and uncles, friends – asked a 
young man to consider the Sacred Priesthood 
or a young woman to consider Consecrated 
Religious Life? Are we committed to fostering 
vocations in the halls of our Catholic schools 
– strong marriages, priests and religious women 
and men, and people who are called to be single 
and celibate for the sake of the Kingdom?
We are a world in need of Christ and Christ 
comes to the world through humanity 

Rapid City Bishop, Most Rev. Robert Gruss, and Most Rev. Paul Zipfel lay hands on Nelson and Hocchhalter.

Rev. Johnson Kuriappilly

Rev. Daniel J. Berg

Rev. Dennis Schafer
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Update for the 
diocesan faithful

 BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE

Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L. 
August 1-31, 2012

FROM 
THE 
BISHOP’S
DESK

My Dear Brothers and Sister in Jesus,

A
s you, no doubt, know much 
has happened in the life of 
our Diocese since the Dakota 
Catholic Action was last pub-

lished and sent to you.  We have had 
more transfers of some of our good 
priests to whom I continue to be most 
grateful to God for their faith, zeal for 
souls and their priestly service to all of 
us.
 In particular, a second priest of the 
Diocese of Bismarck has been cho-
sen for service to the larger Catholic 
Church in the United States.  Father 
John Guthrie, Pastor of the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit and Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Bismarck, has been 
chosen to be the new Secretary for the 
USCCB Committee for Clergy, Voca-
tions and Religious.  Father has been 
an exemplary priest and I know he will 
bring to his new assignment of service 
to the Church the same zeal for souls 
and priestly devotion he has shown 
in all of his assignments here.  Father 
Guthrie will be moving to Washington, 
D.C. at the end of July and I ask you to 
join me in thanking him for his won-
derful and effective priestly ministry 
among us.  This is a 5-year appoint-
ment, so we wish Father Guthrie the 
very best and we look forward to his 
return!
 Much to my disappointment and 
that of so many other Catholics, 
Measure 3 was defeated.  I want to 
thank and commend all of our priests, 
deacons, religious women and men 
and our dedicated laity for their efforts 
to see to it that our religious liberty 
in North Dakota has the protection 
it once enjoyed.  As Catholic citizens 
we have an obligation before God and 
our neighbors to bring the truth of the 

Faith to the larger community and the 
public square.  We may have lost this 
battle for our freedom of religion and 
conscience but I am certain we will win 
the war.  Please continue to pray for 
the success of the Bishops’ efforts at the 
national level to protect, defend and 
strengthen our First Amendment Right 
of Religious Liberty as we strive to cor-
rect the egregious error of the Federal 
Government’s HHS regulation.
 As you know, our State of North 
Dakota was honored by the Holy 
Father with his choice of Archbishop 
Samuel Aquila to be the new Arch-
bishop of Denver.  Archbishop Aquila 
was installed as Archbishop of Denver 
on Wednesday, July 18 and on that 
same day I became the Apostolic Ad-
ministrator for the Diocese of Fargo.  I 
received word in mid-June, from the 
Congregation for Bishops that our 
Holy Father had approved my appoint-
ment.  It will be necessary for me to 
travel to Fargo a few days each month 
to fulfi ll my responsibilities to the good 
Catholic faithful there and my appoint-
ment will continue until the Holy Fa-
ther has named a new Diocesan Bishop 
for Fargo and he has come to Fargo 
and been installed.  Please pray for all 
in the Fargo Diocese and join them in 
praying that our good God will send 
them a Bishop after the heart of Christ.
 Finally, and most importantly, do 
not forget that Wednesday, August 15, 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, is a holy day of obligation for all 
Catholics who have achieved the age 
of reason (7 years of age).  This means 
that we are bound under the pain of 
mortal sin to attend and participate at 
the Holy Sacrifi ce of the Mass, unless it 
is impossible to attend a Mass.  “Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!”  

August 1
-Liturgy and Conference for Seminarian Summer Gathering, Williston,     
11:00 a.m.

August 3
-Liturgy and Meal for Annual Summer SERRA Gathering, St. Mary Parish, 
Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.

August 4
-Home on the Range Rodeo, Sentinel Butte, 1:00 p.m. MDT

August 5
-Confi rmation @ Sacred Heart Church, Scranton, includes Reeder,            
9:00 a.m. MDT
-Confi rmation, Holy Trinity Parish, Hettinger, 11:00 a.m. MDT

August 7
-Diocese of Fargo

August 9
-Provision for the Future Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 
11:00 a.m.
-Education Meeting for Catholic Grade and High School Personnel,     
University of Mary, Bismarck, 2:00 p.m.

August 10
-Building Commission Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck,    
11:00 a.m.  

August 11
-Installation Liturgy of Reverend Russell Kovash, St. Joseph Parish, Williston, 
includes Trenton,  5:00 p.m.

August 12
-Centennial Liturgy, St. Lawrence Parish, Flasher, 4:00 p.m. CT

August 13
-Installation Liturgy of Reverend Johnson Kuriappilly, Christ the King Parish, 
Mandan, 6:30 p.m 

August 14
-Home on the Range Retreat, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck,       
10:00 a.m.

August 15
-Liturgy, Feast of the Assumption, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 6:45 a.m.

August 16
-Expansion Board Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 11:30 a.m.

August 17
-Diocese of Fargo

August 19
-Installation Liturgy of Reverend Shannon Lucht, Queen of Peace Parish, 
Dickinson, 10:00 a.m. MDT
-Blessings and Liturgy for Town and Country Celebration, Bob & Gini Zent 
Farm, Dickinson, 12:30 p.m. MDT 

August 20
-Installation Liturgy of Reverend William Ruelle, St. Bernard Parish, Belfi eld, 
includes South Heart and New Hradec, 6:00 p.m. MDT

August 21- 24
-Region VIII Provincial Gathering, Rochester, Minnesota

August 26
-Installation of Reverend Kenneth Phillips, St. Joseph Parish,  Beulah,  
includes Hazen, 10:00 a.m. CT
-125th Anniversary Liturgy, St. Clement Oratory, Haymarsh, 1:00 p.m. CT

August 28
-Finance Council Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 10:00 a.m.
-Corporate Board Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 1:00 p.m.
-Installation of Reverend Dan Berg, St. John Parish, Beach, includes Golva  
and Medora, 5:15 p.m. MDT

August 29
-Liturgy, Trinity High School, Dickinson, 11:00 a.m. MDT
-Dickinson Catholic Schools Corporate Board Meeting, Trinity High School, 
Dickinson, 1:00 p.m. MDT

August 30
-Diocese of Fargo
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– through the Incarnation. It is in the humanity 
of family life the seeds of vocations are sown. It 
was in that home at Nazareth – years ago – God 
destined for His only Son’s vocation to be sown. 
It is today – in the lives of our families – God 
desires to sew the seeds of His future priests, 
His future religious men and women, His fu-
ture husbands and wives. Yes, God still calls! Let 
us answer Him as Father Hochhalter and Father 
Nelson have answered Him…”Yes, Lord!”  

 To live in the midst of the world, without wish-
ing its pleasures; to be a member of each family, 
yet belonging to none; to share all sufferings; to 
penetrate all secrets; to heal all wounds; to go 
from men to God and offer Him their Prayers; 
to return from God to men to bring pardon and 
hope; to have a heart of fi re for charity and a 
heart of bronze for chastity; to teach and to par-
don, console and bless always –What a glorious 
life! And it is yours, O Priest of Jesus Christ! 

-Father Henri Dominique Lacordaire, OP

Nelson and Hochhalter prostrate themselves, exemplifying their humility before God.  

 St. Lawrence Church will be celebrating its 
centennial on August 12, 2012. The Centennial 
Mass will begin at 4:00 p.m. CT with Bishop 
David Kagan.  Current pastor, Rev. Dennis 
Schafer, has invited previous pastors to concel-
ebrate the Mass.  Dinner, entertainment, and 
fellowship will follow the Mass.  The public is 
invited to attend the festivities.
 The parish of St. Lawrence was established 
as a mission parish of the Church St. Peter and 
St. Paul, Fallon, in 1912, with membership 
consisting of 13 households. Rev. Joseph Nie-
bler served as pastor. It was named under the 
patronage of St. Lawrence, the martyr. 
 The original church was built to accommo-
date 50 families. In 1931 Bishop Wehrle as-
signed Fr. John Selder as its fi rst resident pastor. 
An unfortunate fi re in the early morning of 
February 14, 1949, destroyed the fi rst church.  
The Chapel in the St. Lawrence parochial 
school served the parish needs until the com-
pletion of the current church building which 
was dedicated on November 24, 1959.
 The fi rst parish house was purchased in 1942 
and moved to Flasher from Raleigh. Fr. Joseph 
Poettgens built the parochial grade school in 
1948. The school served the Catholic commu-
nity until the early 1970s. 
 In June 1963, St. Lawrence became the cus-
todian of the St. Peter and St. Paul Cemetery 
when the parish of St. Peter and St. Paul closed.
 Of special interest on the church grounds 
stands a grotto dedicated to Mary Mother of 
God, built in 1954 under the guidance of Fr. 
Peottgens. The steps to the shrine are the steps 
of the old church. The shrine is composed of 
rose quartz, clear quartz, and mica from the 
Black Hills of South Dakota and petrifi ed wood 
from the Badlands of the Dakotas. The statue 
of Mary Mother of God, which was originally 
white, was painted by a local artist in 2004.
 A new parish house was built and completed 
in 1975, and the basement was fi nished in the 

mid 1990s.
 In 1985, St. Lawrence consolidated with the 
parishes of St. Theresa, Carson and St. Ger-
trude, Raleigh. All three parishes now share 
one parish priest. The Tri-Parish offi ce is now 
located in the parochial school building. 
 Other community activities such as the 
church library, St. Gertrude Memorabilia 
Room, Knights of Columbus and Wee Care 
Day Care also share in the use of the parochial 
school building. 
 St. Lawrence will celebrate its 100th Anniver-
sary by commemorating tradition and history, 
but also looking forward with hope for a bright 
future. 

St. Lawrence Parish of Flasher 
celebrates 100 years

St. Lawrence School

St. Lawrence Church

The Reverend Stephen O. 
Folorunso, a priest of the 
Diocese of Rockford, with 
the permission of the Bishop 
of Rockford, Illinois, to be 
the Parochial Administrator 
for Holy Trinity Parish, Het-
tinger, Sacred Heart Church, 
Reeder, and Sacred Heart 
Church, Scranton.

 The following appointment, with the per-
mission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., 
J.C.L., effective July 1, 2012.

The Reverend Justin P. Waltz, 
Pastor of the Church of St. 
Leo, Minot, to be also the 
Bishop’s Delegate for Catho-
lic Schools and Parish Reli-
gious Education Programs 
for the Diocese of Bismarck.

 The following appointment, with the per-
mission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., 
J.C.L., effective July 16, 2012.

Reverend Tomy Raphel from 
the Diocese of Punalloor, 
India, to parochial vicar of 
St. Patrick Parish, Crosby; St. 
Luke Church, Noonan; and 
St. John the Baptist, Portal.

 The following appointments, with the per-
mission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., 
J.C.L., effective July 31, 2012.

The Reverend Thomas J. 
Richter, Director of Voca-
tions for the Diocese of 
Bismarck, Episcopal Vicar for 
Deacons, to be also the Rec-
tor for the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck.

The Reverend Gene E. 
Lindemann, J.C.L., Pastor 
of the Church of St. Mary, 
Bismarck, to be also Vicar 
General of the Diocese of 
Bismarck.

The Reverend Nick L. Sch-
neider, Parochial Vicar for 
the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, to be also the Direc-
tor of the Offi ce of Divine 
Worship for the Diocese of 
Bismarck.

Rev. Stephen O. 
Folorunso

Rev. Justin P. Waltz

Rev. Thomas J. Richter

Rev. Gene E.
Lindemann

Rev. Nick L. Schneider

Pastoral Appointments
Continued from page 1

Hochhalter and Nelson Continued from page 1

Rev. Tomy Raphel

The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is

Wednesday,
August 15.
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Rachel’s Corner
Abortion is an experience that leaves many women feeling angry.

 A woman may aim her post-abortion anger at her husband, boyfriend,
parents, friends, the abortionist, and even herself.  

You are not alone.  We can help you fi nd peace.
 Become a new creation in Christ!  Join us on our next retreat

and experience His redeeming grace.

Join us August 17– 19 for the next
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™ in the Bismarck diocese.
For more information:  www.rachelsvineyard.org or call the National Hotline

at 1-877-467-3463 or for local info call Carol at 1-605-374-5639
or Email ckling@sdplains.com.

By Joyce McDowall,
Director, Offi ce of Family Ministry
 A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat for women 
and men struggling with the psychological 
or spiritual pain of abortion is scheduled 
to take place August 17-19 in the Bismarck 
Diocese.
 According to Theresa Burke, PhD, 
author of the Rachel’s Vineyard retreat, 
many women and men seek help anywhere 
from fi ve to 20 years after their abortion, 
after suffering for years in confusion and 
silence.
 “Rachel’s Vineyard offers a chance to 
get away from all the daily pressures of 
work and family and focus on this pain-
ful time in your life through a supportive 
and non-judgmental process,” said Burke, 
who added that married couples, mothers, 
fathers, grandparents and siblings, as well 
as persons who have been involved in the 
abortion industry have come to Rachel’s 
Vineyard in search of peace and inner 
healing.

 “Do not continue to live in shame, 
fear or numbness,” Burke said. “This is a 
beautiful gift you can give to yourself. The 
weekend is a unique process designed to 
release deep feelings of anger, ambivalence, 
grief and guilt that frequently accompany 
an abortion experience. The process is 
extremely helpful for those who struggle to 
forgive themselves or others. The weekend 
will help your soul fi nd a voice and trans-
form the pain of the past into hope.”
 Rachel’s Vineyard is a “therapy for the 
soul,” which combines psychological and 
spiritual healing through a unique and 
creative process. Participation is confi den-
tial and open to all. For more information 
or to register, call Carol at 605-374-5639. 
 For more information about the 
symptoms of post abortion trauma or 
for confi dential e-mail, visit the Rachel’s 
Vineyard website at www.rachelsvine-
yard.org. or www.bismarckdiocese.com/
rachel’svineyard.

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat offered

Michelle Duppong
 I was raised on a farm and ranch northwest 
of Glen Ullin in the Haymarsh valley.  I at-
tended North Dakota State University where 
I received a degree in Horticulture with an 

emphasis in Urban 
Forestry and Parks.
     Following gradua-
tion, I served as a full-
time Catholic mission-
ary with FOCUS, the 
Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students, 
for six years. As a mis-
sionary, our work is 
carried out through 
“inviting college stu-
dents into a growing 

relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church. 
Inspiring and equipping them for a lifetime of 
Christ-centered evangelization, discipleship, 
and friendships in which they lead others to do 
the same.”
 During my time as a missionary, I served on 
the campuses of the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, South Dakota State University-Brook-
ings, the University of South Dakota-Vermil-
lion, and the University of Mary-Bismarck.  
Three of these years I was the Team Director, 
supervising my team in our outreach efforts on 
campus. In June, I directed a pilgrimage of col-
lege students from across the country to Ireland 
for the International Eucharistic Congress in 
Dublin.

 My work in the diocese will include being the 
Coordinator of the Year of Faith and Director of 
Adult Faith Formation.  I am very excited to be 
back “home” in the great state of North Dakota 
and to be serving the Lord’s people here!

Matthew Kurtz
 Hi there!  My name is Matthew Kurtz, and 
I couldn’t be more excited to serve as the 
Manager of Media Services for the Diocese of 
Bismarck.  My position is new to the diocese, so 
stay tuned for more information as I lead the 
effort to give the Church in central and west-

ern North Dakota an 
increased online pres-
ence.  You may spot 
me behind a video 
camera at diocesan 
events and activities as 
I aim to create special 
video projects as well 
as online news content 
for the diocese.  Hav-
ing been born and 
raised in Bismarck 
and having grown up 

at the Cathedral parish, it is a pleasure to serve 
in the place I call home.  I earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Journalism, Broadcasting, and Mass 
Communication Technologies from North 
Dakota State University in December 2011 and 
have a passion for storytelling, creativity, and 
sharing my Catholic faith.  
 My wife Stephanie and I are settling into our 

home after our June 2012 wedding and look 
forward with hope to see how God will con-
tinue to work within the Diocese of Bismarck.  
God bless!       

Dale Eberle
 Dale Eberle is pleased to join the diocesan 
staff as Chancellor.  He has extensive experience 
in management and spent the majority of his 
professional life in the banking industry.  Dale 
was senior vice president of banking services at 

the Bank of North Da-
kota, but most recently 
worked as an auto 
salesman in Bismarck.  
He served as President 
of St. Mary’s Central 
High School Board for 
seven years, as treasur-
er of St. Mary’s Cen-
tral High Booster Club 
for 15 years, and has 
been responsible for 
the St. Mary’s Central 
High School carnival’s 

cash control function for the past seven years.
     Dale is the cousin of Fr. Paul Eberle, who is 
currently pastor at the Church of St. Anthony 
in Mandaree.  Originally from Hague, N.D., 
Dale is the oldest of eight children and has six 
brothers and one sister.  Dale’s parents success-
fully managed to give all their children names 
beginning with the letter “D,” although Dale 
wishes they would have considered (at the time 
before the advent of the World Wide Web) the 
competition that would be created between 
their children to claim the “deberle@...” email 
address!  Dale and his wife, Barbara, have two 
grown children and are parishioners at Church 
of the Ascension in Bismarck.

The Diocese of Bismarck welcomes new staff

Michelle Duppong

Matthew Kurtz

Dale Eberle

Father John Guthrie 
to begin position
with USCCB
 Father John Guthrie, vicar general of the 
Diocese of Bismarck, has been named associ-
ate director of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Secretariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life 

and Vocations. 
     Father Guthrie, 49, 
will begin his new po-
sition August 20, 2012. 
He succeeds Mercy 
Sister Mary Johanna 
Ruhland, who com-
pletes her three-year 
term at the bishops’ 
conference.
     Father Guthrie is 
pastor of Bismarck’s 
Cathedral of the Holy 

Spirit and a graduate of St. John’s University 
in Collegeville, Minnesota, and the Gregorian 
University in Rome. He was ordained a priest 
for the Bismarck Diocese in 1990.
 He has been vicar general since 2008, and 
was diocesan director of continuing education 
for clergy, 1997-2008. He was an active member 
of the National Organization for Continuing 
Education of Roman Catholic Clergy during 
that period and served as a presenter at the 
organization’s annual convention in 2003 and 
2005.
 Father Guthrie was a member of the Pres-
byteral Council of the diocese, 1990-1999, and 
2008-present. He has been a columnist for the 
“Dakota Catholic Action,” a monthly publica-
tion of the diocese, since 1994.
 The Secretariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life 
and Vocations works on matters pertaining to 
the formation, life and ministry of priests and 
deacons, and the promotion of vocations to the 
priesthood and consecrated life.

Fr. John Guthrie
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 As the campaign season approaches full 
swing, Catholics should guard against the 
destructive forces of partisanship, ideology, and 
cynicism.
 Political parties are part of the American 
system.  At their best, they perform important 
functions such as blending disparate philoso-
phies and talents into a common effort.  His-
torically, political parties also educated voters, 
although advertising, special interest groups, 
and the internet are rapidly replacing that func-
tion.  Having more than one party also forces 
the other party to work better, more honestly, 
and be more responsive to the voters’ demands.
 Partisanship becomes counterproductive, 
however, when the party takes priority over the 
true good.  Examples of this frequently occur, 
such as a when a legislator will not work with 
another on a common effort just because he 
or she is from the other party.  Of course every 
legislator says they are willing to work “across 
the aisle,” but the reality is much different.  
Sometimes bills are defeated or passed solely 
because of the party-affi liation of the bill’s 
sponsor.
 More egregious is putting the party before 
fundamental issues like defending human life.  
Believe it or not, I was once harshly criticized 
for saying that while it might be acceptable to 
use party politics to further the pro-life cause, 
it is never acceptable to use the pro-life cause to 
further party politics.
 For some people the party is their guid-
ing philosophy.  Others embrace ideology.  By 
“ideology,” I mean adherence to a system of 
ideas or a philosophy.  For some that is fi ne, but 

Christians, especially Catholics, should be wary 
about theories and systems that purport to 
explain everything and which should guide all 
policy decisions, whether it be socialism, capi-
talism, libertarianism, Marxism, etc.  Catholics 
believe that the truth exists not in a system, but 
in the revealed person of Jesus Christ.
 Certainly, the application of reason can lead 
to discoveries which, in turn, can contribute 
to good government.  The danger exists when 
people “believe” in a system.  If the evidence 
supports a particular approach, that is fi ne.  Too 
often, however, politicians talk about “believ-
ing” in something that is not supported by the 
evidence, but really is just a philosophy.  There 
is a difference in believing, for example, that 
less government is always better and reasonably 
concluding that less government is always bet-
ter.
 The problem with blindly believing in an 
ideology is that it clouds our thinking and can 
even jeopardize our souls.  For a Catholic, the 
church’s revealed social doctrine should guide 
our political decisions, not conservative, liberal, 
libertarian, or any other philosophy.  
 Cynicism is never excusable in political dis-
course, yet it seems to be everywhere.  Perhaps 
we have the blogosphere to thank this develop-
ment.  Just because someone holds a different 
opinion is not a reason to assume that the per-
son is acting with an ulterior motive or is being 
dishonest.  
 The recent events involving religious liberty 
provide numerous examples of cynicism sully-

ing political discourse.  Many people accuse the 
U.S. bishops of picking a fi ght with the Obama 
Administration over the HHS mandate despite 
the clear evidence that the administration, not 
the bishops, initiated the policy.  Opponents of 
Measure 3 repeatedly stated that it was part of a 
Republican-led effort to create a political issue, 
despite the fact that it was modeled after federal 
legislation that passed Congress with bipartisan 
support and signed by President Clinton.  Some 
insisted that Measure 3 was about the Catholic 
Church taking away contraception from the 
public despite the legal impossibility of that 
occurring and the support of non-Catholic 
groups.  Perhaps the worst example occurred 
when another religious body accused Measure 3 
supporters of having a hidden agenda.  
 Cynicism in politics is not, of course, limited 
to questions of religious freedom.  It happens 
with all issues and it always diminishes dis-
course and the quest for the common good.
 In the next few months we will be evaluat-
ing issues important for this election.  Catholic 
voters will examine candidates for how they 
stand on those issues.  When looking at the 
candidates, look beyond their positions or their 
parties.  Look also at whether the candidate has 
succumbed to hyper-partisanship, ideology, or 
cynicism.
 Let us also look at ourselves.  These dangers 
to democracy are also personal temptations.  
If we are to be good citizens and even better 
Catholics we must, with God’s help, resist these 
temptations.

Evaluating important election issues
BALANCING 
CHURCH
AND STATE
Christopher Dodson
Executive Director,
ND Catholic Conference

 WASHINGTON – Jordan Joseph Schmidt, 
O.P., son of Randal and Susan Schmidt of 
Bismarck, is one of fi ve men that were ordained 
to the priesthood for the Dominican Order on 
May 25, by Archbishop J. Augustine DiNoia, 
O.P., Secretary of the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
at the historic Saint Dominic Church in Wash-
ington. Priestly ordination confers the sacra-
ment of Holy Orders which permanently sets a 
man apart for public ministry in the Church by 
specifi cally entrusting to him the responsibility 
to celebrate Masses and hear confessions.
 A son of the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
Parish, Father Schmidt attended Saint Mary’s 
Central High School. He is an alumnus of Saint 
John’s University, Collegeville, MN, where he 
earned his Bachelor’s degree. Before entering 
the Order, Father Schmidt studied at Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary, served in the Peace Corps 
in China and worked for Habitat for Humanity 
International.  Father Schmidt entered the Do-
minican Order in August 2006 at St. Gertrude 
Priory in Cincinnati, OH, taking the religious 

name Jordan Joseph. 
 Father Schmidt was assigned to the Do-
minican House of Studies in 2007, and during 
his years of study he earned his Bachelor’s of 
Sacred Theology from the Pontifi cal Faculty of 
the Immaculate Conception and completed the 
coursework for his Licentiate in Sacred Scrip-
ture at the Catholic University of America. Dur-
ing his years at the Dominican House of Studies 
he was assigned to various ministries includ-
ing the American University Catholic Campus 
Ministry and giving conferences to the Lay 
Fraternities of Saint Dominic. Father Schmidt 
professed his solemn vows in the Dominican 
Order on November 13, 2010.  As a deacon he 
served at Saint Thomas Aquinas in Charlot-
tesville, VA and Saint Mary’s in Landover Hills, 
MD. Father Schmidt has been assigned to Saint 
Mary’s Parish in New Haven, CT, where he will 
serve as a full-time parochial vicar.
 Fr. Jordan celebrated his fi rst Mass in 
Bismarck at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit on 
Monday, June 11, 2012.

Fr. Schmidt, back, left, joined by Fr. Joseph Alobaidi, Student Master; Fr. O’Connor; Fr. Brophy; Fr. Ken Letoile, Prior of the House 
of Studies; Fr. Reisenauer; Fr. Zeller.

Schmidt ordained to the priesthood 
for the Dominican Order

Halliday native
celebrates 50 years
  Sister Francis Schumacher grew up on a farm 
near Halliday, ND, the sixth of 12 children. She 
received a degree in Medical Technology from 

Mount Marty College, 
Yankton, SD.  It was 
during this time that 
she came to realize 
God was calling her to 
be a Benedictine Sister.  
In 1960, she entered 
Sacred Heart Convent, 
Yankton, making her 
fi nal profession in 
1962 and later became 
a founding member of 
Mother of God Mon-

astery, Watertown, SD.  
 For the next thirty years, she ministered as a 
medical technologist at hospitals in the Dakotas 
and as a resident care coordinator at Marillac 
Manor, Bismarck. She served the community 
as guest mistress, director of volunteers, lay as-
sociates, vocations, formation and Assistant Pri-
oress from 2005-2011.  She also served on the 
monastery council and as a board member for 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Pierre and Catholic Health 
Initiatives in Denver, CO.
 Sister Francis is grateful for the many spiri-
tual and professional opportunities she has 
received and for the love and support of her 
Benedictine Sisters, family and friends during 
these fi fty years.

Sister Francis Schumacher
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 Most Americans haven’t the foggiest idea that 
a quasi-Stalinist, violently anti-Catholic regime 
once existed on our southern borders. Those 
who don’t know how bad Mexico was in the 
late 1920s are about to learn, though: at least 
those who see For Greater Glory, a recently-re-
leased movie about the Cristero War, a passion-
ate (and bloody) defense of Catholicism that’s 
remembered today, if at all, because of Graham 
Greene’s novel, The Power and the Glory.
 There’s been a strange silence about all this 
for almost a century. Even Catholics aware of 
the extent of 20th century martyrdom seem to 
have little sense of the modern Mexican mar-
tyrs—although the addition of the memorial of 
St. Christopher Magallanes and Companions 
to the universal liturgical calendar (May 21) 
ought to remind North American Catholics 
just what was going on south of the Rio Grande 
during the years when the brutal government of 
Plutarco Elias Calles tried to destroy the Catho-
lic Church in Mexico. It was a terrible time, 

and the example of the Cristeros, who included 
both underground priests like Blessed Miguel 
Pro, S.J. (perhaps the fi rst martyr in two millen-
nia to be photographed at the moment of his 
death) and fi ghters like General Enrique Goros-
tieta (well-played by Academy Award nominee 
Andy Garcia in the new fi lm) ought to inspire 
21st-century Catholics to stand fi rm in defense 
of religious freedom.
 For Greater Glory takes some artistic liber-
ties with history; the martyrdom of Christo-
pher Magallanes, for example, happened in 
somewhat different circumstances than those 
described in the fi lm. But taken as a whole, 
the movie conveys both the hard truth about 
the Calles regime and the often noble, but 
sometimes confl icted, story of Calles’s Cris-
tero opponents. The most moving subplot in 
the movie involves Jose Luis Sanchez de Rio, a 
teenager converted to serious Catholicism by 
Christopher Magallanes (as the fi lm tells it) and 
“adopted,” in spirit, by General Gorostieta when 
the lad asks to join the Cristeros. Whatever the 
artistic license taken with the details of these 
relationships, it will be a hard heart indeed 
that is not moved by the depiction of the boy’s 
martyrdom, as he defi es torture and blandish-
ments, all intended to get him to apostasize, 
and cries “Viva Cristo Rey!” just before the 
bullets strike him down. Jose Luis Sanchez del 
Rio was beatifi ed on Nov. 20, 2005; his liturgi-
cal commemoration (Feb. 10, the day of his 
death) should shape the rhythm of liturgical life 
in U.S. parishes, like those of St. Christopher 
Magallanes and Bl. Miguel Pro (Nov. 23). 
 In his Chrism Mass homily in April, Cardinal 

Donald Wuerl of Washington urged his priests 
and seminarians to see For Greater Glory. Car-
dinal Wuerl is not given to dramatic gestures; 
his suggestion that the fi lm might help form 
the self-understanding of Washington’s priests 
and future priests was all the more powerful for 
that. Barack Obama is not Plutarco Elias Calles, 
and the United States in 2012 is not Mexico 
in 1926-29. But anyone who doubts that there 
are grave threats to religious freedom in North 
America today has only to consider the HHS 
“contraceptive mandate,” the administration’s 
refusal to defend the Defense of Marriage Act, 
the administration’s efforts to void the “minis-
terial exemption” in U.S. employment law, and 
the bad habit of Canadian human rights “tribu-
nals” to levy serious fi nancial penalties against 
Christian ministers who preach biblical truth. 
 Threats to religious freedom come in many 
forms—some hard, like during the Cristero 
War; some softer, if no less lethal to the fi rst 
freedom. One way to blunt the hard threats is 
to stand fi rmly against the softer threats and 
to name those threats for what they are. For 
Greater Glory will inspire and encourage those 
already committed to defending religious free-
dom today. It is even more important, though, 
that those who haven’t yet seen the threat, or 
who deny that it exists, ponder this powerful 
depiction of the nearby and not-so-distant past, 
for the sake of the present and future. 
______________________________________
  George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics 
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column 
is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the offi cial 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-
3215.

THE
CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE
George Weigel

For Great Glory: The fi ght for religious liberty

ND Knights of Columbus 
Foundation elects
new board member
and offi cers
 The North Dakota Knights of Columbus 
Foundation elected Dr. Cory Badinger, Fargo, 
and Duane Zwinger, Carrington, to the Board 
of Directors at a recent meeting held in Bis-
marck.  Long time board members, Wayne Link 
of Bismarck and Gib Bromenschenkel of Fargo, 
chose to step down from the board.  Link had 
served on the Foundation Board for the past 
20 years and Bromenschenkel since 2003.  Dr. 
Badinger has served on the board for the past 
three years representing the North Dakota State 
Council of the Knights of Columbus.  Mike 
Steiner, Fargo was also re-elected to the board.  
Other members of the nine member board are 
State Deputy Glenn Wagner, South Heart; Ron-
ald H. Tessier, Dickinson; Fredric G. Eldridge, 
Fargo; Neil Zimmerman, Minot; Larry Katcher, 
Washburn and Deacon Gary Mizeur, Mandan.
 Re-elected to their current offi ce positions 
were Ronald H. Tessier, president, and Larry 
Katcher, secretary.  Mike Steiner was elected as 
the board’s vice president and Dr. Cory Bading-
er as treasurer.
 The North Dakota Knights of Columbus 
Foundation is a permanent fund that is IRS ap-
proved to accept contributions that are fully tax 
deductible.  The Foundation was established for 
the purpose of providing fi nancial assistance 
for religious, educational and charitable pro-
grams of the Catholic Church and the Knights 
of Columbus in North Dakota.  The majority 
of the earnings have gone for scholarships for 
seminarians and men and women in religious 
formation in the Bismarck and Fargo Dioceses.  
To date, the Foundation has disbursed $110,800 
in scholarships. 
 Anyone who would like more information 
on the Foundation may contact Ronald H. Tes-
sier at 701-483-8753.

Seminar series
sponsors

For a complete listing of all sessions or to register 
visit www.umary.edu/bioethics.

SESSIONS ARE:
Fridays, 5:45 PM – 8:30 PM and 
Saturdays, 9 AM – 11:45 AM (all times are CST) 

University of Mary
Matt & Jo Ann Butler Hall
Gary Tharaldson School of Business
7500 University Drive
Bismarck, ND

COST:
1 weekend seminar (with credit).................$ 75

1 weekend seminar (without credit)............$ 50

Half weekend seminar ...............................$ 35
(Friday evening or Saturday morning, with credit)

Half weekend seminar ...............................$ 25
(Friday evening or Saturday morning, without credit)

Workshop sessions eligible for a variety of educational credits including Continuing Medical Education 
(CME), Professional Learning Credits, Graduate Workshop Credit and Continuing Education Units (CEU). 
Please inquire for details.

* Approved by the ND Board of Pharmacy for five (5) hours of continuing education credit to pharmacists 
for attendance.

This seminar series is 
presented by

UNIVERSITY OF MARY
School of Health Sciences

Bismarck, ND 58504

BISMARCK CATHOLIC 
PHYSICIANS GUILD
A CHARTERED GUILD of the 
Catholic Medical Association

BIOETHICAL CHALLENGES
of our time

DIOCESE OF
BISMARCK

Guest Speaker: 

Father Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
The historical perspective of the concept of brain 
death, relevant controversies, and the moral principles 
operable in supporting total brain death as a basis for 
organ donation launch this session. The components 
of compassionate end of life care consistent with the 
Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health 
Care Services will be identified, and strategies to address 
dilemmas encountered in the delivery of palliative 
care will be compared and contrasted. Discussion will 
proceed to the historical, legal, and ethical framework 
for the Organ Transplant Procurement Network, scenarios 
for organ donation and ethical implications, and 
comparing brain death and non heart-beating donation.

Open to health care professionals, 
legal professionals, clergy and all 
interested individuals.

Next Session: October 19–20*

Moral Issues Associated with Artificial Nutrition and Hydration; Suicide, 
Assisted Suicide, and Euthanasia; Advance Directives; Health Care 
Proxy; Do Not Resuscitate Orders; Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining 
Treatment/Medical Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment Forms

September 14–15*

Proportionate/
Disproportionate 
Interventions in End of Life 
Situations, Addressing Pain 
and Suffering, Sacraments, 
Cardio-Pulmonary and 
Neurological Criteria for 
Determining Death, 
Organ Donation

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

Director of Education 
at the NCBC 
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By Rev. Nick L. Schneider
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
 Christ’s peace be with you! In our last install-
ment, we jumped ahead of ourselves to look at 
Pope Benedict XVI’s instruction on the phrase 
“for you and for many” in the words of conse-
cration. This month, I want to go back to where 
we left off at the beginning of the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. This takes us to the offertory prayers.
  In paragraph 48 of Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
the document from the Second Vatican Council 
on the liturgy, we read, “The Church, therefore, 
earnestly desires that Christ’s faithful, when 
present at this mystery of faith, should not be 
there as strangers or silent spectators; on the 
contrary, through a good understanding of the 
rites and prayers they should take part in the 
sacred action conscious of what they are doing, 
with devotion and full collaboration.” The way 
to a deeper participation in the sacred myster-
ies is a good understanding. The understanding 
we seek is of both “rites” and “prayers.” That is, 
we wish to understand both the actions that are 
performed and the words that are spoken. This 
month, I want to examine the ritual elements. 
Next month we will look at the spoken prayers.
 There are fi ve ritual elements during the of-
fertory: the procession of gifts, preparation of 
the altar, mixing water and wine, and offering 
these gifts to God, and the priest washing his 
hands. Sometimes, there is the seventh element 
of incense.

Procession
 Number 140 of the General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal reads, “It is desirable that 
the participation of the faithful be expressed by 
an offering, whether of bread and wine for the 
celebration of the Eucharist or of other gifts to 
relieve the needs of the Church and of the poor. 
The offerings of the faithful are received by the 
priest...”
 There are two important observations to 
be made here. First, the offering expresses the 
participation of the faithful. That is, the par-
ticipation of the faithful at this moment in the 
Mass is greater than just the bread and wine or 
money for the parish and poor that are brought 
forth. The inner reality is that every person 
present should interiorly offer all they are and 
have to God on the altar. 
 The second observation is that the priest 
receives the offerings. Of course, in the Sacred 
Liturgy, the priest acts in the person of Christ. 
That is, in the liturgy, we should see every ac-
tion that the Church asks the priest to perform 
to actually be Christ acting, for indeed, Christ 
gives grace to the Church and the world in the 
sacred mysteries through the actions of the 
priest. So, we make an offering expressed in 
bread, wine and other gifts to the priest. The 
deeper reality, though, should be a whole-heart-
ed self-offering to Jesus Christ.
 A question we might ask ourselves as the 
gifts of bread and wine are being brought forth 
is, “What am I denying Jesus?” Whatever it is, 
give it to Him there at the offertory. Whatever 
He is asking that you have not yet given, give 
it to Him now. Allow Him to transform you as 
soon He will transform the bread.

Preparation of the Altar
 Number 139 of the General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal reads, “An acolyte or other 
lay minister places the corporal, the purifi cator, 
the chalice, the pall, and the Missal on the altar.” 
This reminds us of the Last Supper. The apos-
tles ask Jesus, “Where do you wish for us to pre-
pare the Passover for you?” [Mt. 26:17] Prepar-
ing the altar for the priest is, in fact, preparing 
the Passover for Christ. If our altar servers can 
recall this as they are setting the sacred vessels 
on the altar, they will be truly performing their 
role in the liturgy at a deeper level!

Mixing Water and Wine (Comingling)
 Water, wine and bread are simple elements. 
Sometime in the future, we will have an oppor-
tunity to discuss the rich signifi cance of bread, 
wine and water. For now, I want to look at the 
meaning of the mixture of water and wine 
— whose technical term is “comingling.”
 The Congregation for Divine Worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments recently gave 
some guidance on this rite. Commenting on the 
ritual, the USCCB Committee on Divine Wor-
ship explained that there are two meanings to 
this ritual. First, the water and wine symbolize 
the blood and water that fl ow from the side of 
Christ’s pierced side on the Cross. This meaning 
takes us into the mystery of the saving power of 
Christ’s shed blood for us, and our participa-
tion in that blood through the Eucharist. 
 The second meaning is indicated by the 
prayer the priest prays as he mixes the water 
into the wine: “By the mystery of this water and 
wine, may we come to share in the divinity of 
Christ who humbled himself to share in our 
humanity.” Several years ago as I was study-
ing Greek in New York for the summer, I daily 
attended the private Mass with a wise old priest 
named John Harvey. One day, as he was mixing 
the water into the wine, he paused, looked at 
me, and said, “This water is our weak human-
ity, which we must plunge into the rich wine of 
Christ’s divinity to be transformed.” I cannot 
offer a clearer or more succinct account of the 
meaning of this rite.

Offering and Washing Hands
 Both ritual actions of the priest of lifting 
the gifts of bread and wine up toward God and 
washing his hands signify that what is about 
to take place is a sacrifi ce. It is the sacrifi ce of 
Christ to the Father, made present to us again 
in the bread and wine. Next month, we will 
see how the prayers that are prayed with these 
actions heighten the sense of sacrifi ce. For now, 
it is enough to note that the action of lifting up 
shows us directing the gifts upward to God. 
 As for cleansing the hands, there are two 
historical reasons. One has to do with the his-

tory of the Mass itself. In earlier times, the gifts 
offered at Mass were not merely bread, wine for 
the Eucharist and money for parish and poor, 
but included raw foods (chickens, grain, slaugh-
tered animals, etc.) to be distributed to the 
poor. After receiving these, the priest needed to 
cleanse his hands in order to continue celebrat-
ing Mass. Also, it was common in the ancient 
world for priests of many rites — pagan and 
Jewish — to undergo a ritual of purifi cation be-
fore a ritual sacrifi ce. The lavabo, the technical 
name for hand washing, expresses both of these 
historical aspects of offering.

Incense
 We have gotten out of the habit of using 
incense on a regular basis. Perhaps hypo-al-
lergenic types of incense and new systems of 
ventilation in Churches could help us to regain 
the intensely rich symbolism of incense in our 
regular Sunday worship. Incense, again, recalls 
the sense of offering to God in prayer. Psalm 
141:3 reads, “May my prayer rise like incense in 
your midst, oh Lord.” How does incense rise? 
There are three aspects in burning incense: 1) 
something is consumed and burned away, 2) 
what remains is sweet smelling and 3) rises 
upward. This is symbolically rich for what hap-
pens in our own prayer. Often, in our prayer, 
we discover attitudes, habits and actions that 
need to be consumed, to be burned in the fi re 
of God’s love. Yet, we are not wholly consumed. 
Rather, what remains in us when God purifi es is 
beautiful - this is signifi ed by the sweet smell of 
incense. Finally, it rises up toward God. Some-
how, in incense, a whole dynamic of prayer 
— purgation, interior transformation and 
ascent to God — is expressed.
 Next month, we will continue to examine 
the offertory rite, but through the lens of the 
spoken prayers of the rite. God bless you, and I 
pray you have a blessed summer!!

The Mass explained

 The June 13 workshop, Catechesis for 
Children with Special Needs, was considered a 
great success by those who participated. Sis-
ter Kathleen Schipani’s presentation provid-
ed the tools, knowledge and motivation for 
a future successful inclusive Parish Religious 
Education Program (PREP).
 Guidelines for Catechesis for Children 
with Special Needs are available at the dio-
cese. Included in the guidelines are models 

of inclusion, how-to information for getting 
started and valuable resources.
 “Every parish should seek out its parish-
ioners with cognitive, emotional, and physi-
cal disabilities, support them with love and 
concern, and ensure that they have ready 
access to a catechetical program suited to 
their needs and abilities” (National Directory 
for Catechesis NDC 61:B-1). 

Sr. Kathleen Schipani shares her guidelines and models of inclusion for Catechesis for Children with Special Needs.

Catechesis for children with special needs

“This water is our 
weak humanity,
which we must plunge into
the rich wine of Christ’s
divinity to be transformed.

Offertory prayers: part 1, rites
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Can you imagine what it would be like to go to bed with a 
leaking roof over your head? That is the situation for many of 
our orphan families that still have the old thatched roofs. The 

thatched roofs need to be maintained or they will start leaking. As the 
Mission team does home visits they assess the needs of the family and 
examine the house and its roof.  If the house or roof needs repair or 
replacement, the family is ranked for priority for a new house or new 
roof. 

Zipporah and Spinicah are one example. They arrived at the Mission 
offi ce every month with bad colds or laryngitis. When the Mission 
Team visited their home they found an old thatched roof that was 
beyond repair.  Older family members were sought to discern the 
needs for the girls.  The single aunt who lives with the girls said the 
house was in good structure, it was just the roof.  An older brother 
who works in Kisii town was also consulted and he came home to 
help with the roof replacement.  New iron sheets were purchased by 
Bismarck Mission and the rafters were also replaced with new poles.  
Zipporah, 13, is fi nishing Class 6 this year and Spinicah, 16, is now a 
single mother with a 5 month old baby.  Bismarck Mission is encour-
aging Spinicah to go back and fi nish Class 8 next year when the baby 
is a year old and the aunt can care for her.  
 When Bismarck Mission Team visited the home of Emma and her 
aunt Anna, they found a house beyond repair that had a badly leak-
ing roof.  There is no other extended family in the area, so Bismarck 
Mission hired a group of men to build a new mud hut and a new toi-
let.  Anna waited and waited for the rain to come so she could fi nish 
mudding the walls of their new home in March.  Bismarck Mission 
purchased the lumber, nails, iron sheets, and paid for the labor on 
this house.  After the walls were mudded, they also purchased doors 
and windows for the home. Now they can sleep in a dry, comfortable, 
safe place every night. The cost to build a new mud hut is $500, and a 
new toilet with cement fl oor is $100.

Building Homes:
The work of Bismarck’s Kenya Mission

KENYA CONNECTION

Zipporah, 13, and Spinicah, 16, holding baby Ivone, 5 months, in front of the old house 

with the leaking roof.

These grandparents need a new house to take care of their orphaned grandchildren.  

The house is under construction and almost fi nished.

The work of the mission has allowed a new iron roof to be installed at Zipporah and 
Spinicah’s house.

An African Poem

SHAKING HANDS 

The matatu* was late

Arriving at Kenyatta University

I was in a hurry, late for my class

Three of my colleagues

were chatting near the classroom

I did not stop to greet them

The next day my colleagues chided me

for not stopping to shake hands

One shakes hands often in Africa

To shake each other’s hands

is to wish each other well

My western haste 

 efficiency
 time value
 promptness
causes me to forget the importance

of human relationships

Too much in a hurry

to shake my colleagues’ hands

and wish them well

*public transport van —Unknown

The Kenya Connection is a newsletter about the activity of the Diocese of Bismarck’s mission in Kenya. The logo symbolizes the call of Christ to reach out and assist those in need. 
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The Kenya Connection
 All correspondence regarding the mission should 
be addressed to:
  Co-Directors of Missions
  Center for Pastoral Ministry
  PO Box 1137
  Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
 Address corrections should be sent to: Editor at 
the above-mentioned address.

Elsie Grace Bahati Kwamboka was found 
by Josephine Masese in a tea fi eld near 
the river. The priest, Fr. Charles, after 

hearing the story, changed her name to Grace, 
eliminating the name Elsie. Grace was one or 
two days old when she was found. A 
nurse at St. Elizabeth Clinic behind 
our mission house cared for her until 
she was well enough to go home with 
the women who found her. Josephine 
brought Grace to our orphan pro-
gram (AOA) for help. That’s how we 
met her.
 Josephine also came with two 
other small children whom she has 
taken in. The mother of these two 
children was beaten to death by her 
husband. He was put in jail and 
died there. Jail conditions in Kenya 
are very bad.
 Pat and Alice have fallen in love 

with Baby Grace. We noticed the 
baby was not growing so decided 
to buy baby formula for her. Jose-
phine was giving her cow milk with 
corn ugi (porage). After three full 
containers of baby formula, Grace 
looks bigger and healthier. She is 
not afraid of us white people and 
gives us big smiles with bright 
eyes. Josephine brings her to see 
us every two weeks for more milk. 
We just love it, like a couple of old 
grandmas. 
 We have such great respect for 
this woman who has fi ve chil-
dren of her own and has taken 

in three orphans who are not related.  
Her husband is away teaching in a secondary 
school and only comes home when students 
go on break time. Her husband is very happy 
that his wife is helping these three orphans. 
They have a big garden where she works very 
hard. 

It was a Lenten Project for the students 
of St. Mary’s Faith Formation, St. 
Mary’s Grade School, and St. Bernard’s 

Mission School.  The brainstorm of Sheila 
Gilbertson, Faith Formation Director at 
St. Mary’s Parish, Bismarck, the students 
raised money by collecting pledges from 
family members and friends for sleeping 
on the fl oor in their own homes.  They also 
wrote prayers for the orphans sponsored 
by the Bismarck Mission in Kenya.
 The Kenya Mission of the Bismarck 
Diocese supports orphaned children with 
school fees, allowances, maise (corn), and 
uniforms. Though orphaned when their 
parents died from HIV/Aids, they live in 
their own small homes, cared for by older 
siblings or other relatives. Sleeping accom-
modations generally consist of a piece of 
plywood on the dirt fl oor, a blanket they 
received from the Bismarck Mission last 
year, and sometimes with rags to provide 
some comfort.
 Mattress Mania raised over $2,500 to 
purchase 250 twin size mattresses from a 
local manufacturer in the Diocese of Kisii, 
Kenya, thus also helping the local economy.   

The mattresses were distributed on 
April 17 after a Memorial Mass for 
Evan Beauchamp who started the 
AIDS Orphans Assistance Program.  
After Mass the orphans were ad-
dressed by Sr. Teresa who encour-
aged them to work hard in school 
and by Joyce Kerubo, a woman who 
has lived with HIV/AIDS for 10 years.  
Joyce spoke of her journey back to health 
with the use of antiretroviral drugs for 
HIV/AIDS patients and good nutrition, 
eating lots of fruits and vegetables.  This 
was very encouraging to the orphans who 
had lost their parents to HIV/AIDS, that 
there is HOPE in life after HIV/AIDS.
 After a picnic lunch of a bottle of soda 
and a loaf of bread, the children received 
their big surprise – a new mattress.  Made 
of dense foam, they were rolled and tied 
with twine to be given out. On the day they 
were presented at the Mission, there was 
quite a sight in the village as child after 
child carried their rolled mattress on their 
heads, making their way home. 

Mattress mania: 
From rags to a mattress

Mission Blog: www.kenyamission-dioceseofbismarcknd.blogspot.com

Rescuing Baby Grace

The BIG FIVE*

A set of multipronged investments 
in development that can help 
communities climb the ladder out 
of extreme poverty.

 1 Agricultural inputs
 2 Investments in basic health
 3 Improvements in education
 4 More effi cient and regular 

power, transport, and 
communication services

 5 Provision of clean drinking 
water and proper sanitation

*From Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai’s 
book “The Challenge for Africa”. Taken from 
economist Jeffrey Sachs, director of the Earth 
Institute, Columbia University, NYC.

Missionary Alice Heger with Baby Grace.

Baby Grace with her adoptive mother, Josephine.

Missionary Patricia Clark with the mattress tying crew.

Mattress Mania raised over $2,500 to purchase 250 mattresses 

for Kenyan orphans.

One who greets another 
profi ts by it; one who 
does not, loses by it.

— Ethiopian proverb
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By Carmen Devney
 I was getting older — and more impatient 
— by the day. I’d read that women in their 
mid-to-late 30s have a more diffi cult time 
getting pregnant than women in their 20s. My 
husband and I were ready to start our family, 
and I wanted to conceive quickly and minimize 

unnecessary anxiety. 
So I started studying 
a fertility awareness 
method and charting 
my menstrual cycles. 
At the time, I thought 
I’d only use Natu-
ral Family Planning 
(NFP) to identify my 
fertile days.
    What I learned 
about my body — and 
what NFP has taught 
me over the years 

— has been invaluable.
 With the help of NFP and my charts, I iden-
tifi ed our fi rst conception faster than a home 
pregnancy test. I also identifi ed the impending 
miscarriage. I recognized our second concep-
tion, and we thanked God for our daughter, 
Katherine. After my cycle resumed, NFP helped 
me diagnose my secondary infertility, which my 
endocrinologist attributed to age, genetics, and 
likely too many years of taking birth control 
pills. And even though I took my fertility for 
granted for so many years, God forgave me and 
blessed us with our son, John.
 So what exactly is Natural Family Planning? 
As the name implies, NFP is a natural way to 
achieve or avoid a pregnancy. Instead of using 
contraceptives, a couple learns to identify when 
a woman is relatively infertile, possibly fertile, 
and completely infertile through the implemen-
tation of consistent and conscientious charting 
of a woman’s primary and secondary fertility 
signs. Depending on the method of NFP used, 
primary signs may include a woman’s tempera-
ture, cervical mucus and cervix position. 
NFP should not be confused with the “rhythm 
method.” Each woman’s cycle is unique, and 
every woman can learn to use NFP effectively. 

NFP is clinically proven to be 98 to 99 percent 
effective in avoiding a pregnancy.  It is also very 
helpful is helping a couple conceive by identify-
ing when a women is ovulating and fertile.
 Now, I can actually hear many of you groan 
and think, “How can abstaining be good for 
my marriage?” I encourage you to remember 
the excitement you felt during your courtship, 
when you and your spouse held hands and 
kissed for hours, and confi ded your dreams. 
NFP doesn’t temporarily take intimacy from 
your marriage; rather, it encourages you to re-
member and seek intimacy in other ways. NFP 
fosters authentic marital love, respect, honesty 
and communication. In fact, surveys indicate 
that couples who practice NFP have a much-
lower divorce rate.
 I want to answer one more question I know 
many of you are asking. What’s the difference 
between abstaining and contraception? My 
technical answer is, contraception prevents 
pregnancy and/or destroys life. My heartfelt 
answer is, God gives us many gifts in life at 
different times in our lives. Why would we say 
no to the most generous gifts? With NFP, He 
gives us the knowledge and ability to identify a 
woman’s fertile times. He urges us to communi-
cate with our spouses, and to show our love and 
appreciation in numerous ways. He allows us to 
manage our cycles drug-free, which also helps 
us save money. And when the time is right, He 
may give us the most treasured gift of all — the 
miracle of life.
 I believe so strongly in the benefi ts of NFP 
that I became an instructor. With assistance 
from Northwest Family Services and the Dio-
cese of Bismarck, I teach the symptom-thermal 
method. If you want to stop taking drugs for 
contraception, enhance your marriage and 
follow the teachings of Christ and the Church, 
I urge you to contact me or one of the many 
qualifi ed NFP instructors in our area. 
______________________________________

 Carmen Devney is a symptom-thermal instructor and 
member of the Church of Saint Anne, Bismarck. She lives near 
Bismarck with her husband John and their children, Katherine 
and John.

Open yourselves to God’s gifts

NFP instructor Carmen Devney

An opportunity 
for NFP

By Kimberly Fries
 This past January my husband James 
and I began to study to become Natural 
Family Planning teachers through the 
Couple to Couple League (CCL). What 
an incredible coincidence that we had 
started studying just a couple weeks 
before the announcement of the HHS 
Mandate requiring Catholic institutions 
to pay for abortifacients, sterilization, 
and contraceptives. We feel so blessed to 
be able to answer the call to the aposto-
late of NFP at this crucial time! We fi nd 
that more and more couples are taking 
a closer look at the Church’s view on 
these issues and are discovering what 
their hearts and relationships truly desire 
through NFP.
 Beyond the fact that NFP is 99% ef-
fective in postponing pregnancy, there’s 
something deeper in the Church’s wis-
dom when promoting NFP and Respon-
sible Parenthood. As Fr. Richard Hogan 
explains it, “This is an apostolate, that 
the Church and particularly John Paul 
II, was interested in not so much because 
it is a way of postponing a pregnancy or 
achieving a pregnancy, but rather because 
it reads the language of the body.”
 My husband and I have found that 
NFP not only allows us to read and 
interpret my signs of fertility and discern 
when to have another baby, but also helps 
us to respect our relationship, bodies, and 
ability to create new life with God. The 
most wonderful gift that we have received 
from learning and practicing NFP is 
discerning to be open to life right away in 
our marriage. The effect of this decision 
now has name, our baby, Maria Rose. We 
ask for your prayers so that we may never 
lose sight that the Sacrament of Marriage 
gives us the opportunity to give each 
other in a free, total, faithful and fruitful 
way!
 July 22 through July 28, 2012, has been 
designated as Natural Family Planning 
Awareness week. Please take this op-
portunity either to promote the beauty 
and logic of NFP or to simply take a 
closer look at NFP. For more informa-
tion, please contact Amanda Ellerkamp, 
Coordinator of Natural Family Planning 
& Respect Life at aellerkamp@bismarck-
diocese.com or 701-590-2837.

NFP instructor Kimberly Fries (r) with James and Maria 
Rose.

Protecting Our Children
 The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection of our 
children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing the pain and 
suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has 
suffered from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report allegations 
of sexual abuse, please contact:  Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 
1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435.
 The complaint form and policies can be found on the diocesan web site at:  http://
www.bismarckdiocese.com/uploads/resources/530/complaint-form-of-sexual-abuse.pdf.

Code of Pastoral Conduct
 The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan or parish, 
and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable the highest level of 
accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous defi nition of appropriate behavior. To 
this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides 
a foundation for implementing effective and enforceable standards for all personnel.
 View the Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com/uploads/
resources/506/code-of-pastoral-conduct-diocese-of-bismarck.pdf.

Chastity in marriage: NFP Awarenes Week
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 To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
United States Bishop’s Pastoral Letter, “Steward-
ship: A Disciple’s Response,” I want to continue 
sharing my understanding of the pastoral letter 
through a mini-series of articles.  This is my 
fourth article, with the last three articles focus-
ing on Stewardship: The Challenge and the 
Choice; Stewardship: The Call; and Steward-
ship: Living as a Steward. 

Living as a steward
     Our Christian vocation calls us to collabo-
rate with God in the work of creation and to 
cooperate with God in the work of redemption.  
This collaboration and cooperation are hall-
marks of stewardship at its deepest level.
     The stewardship of creation involves car-
ing for and cultivating the world, which God 
the Creator has entrusted to us.  It includes the 
joyful appreciation of the wonders of nature, 
the protection and preservation of the environ-
ment, respect for and protection of all human 
life, and the development of this world through 
our work.  
     “Everyone has some natural responsibility 
for a portion of the world and an obligation in 
caring for it to acknowledge God’s dominion.  
But there are also those who might be called 
stewards by grace.  Baptism makes Christians 
stewards of this kind, able to act explicitly on 
God’s behalf in cultivating and serving the 
portion of the world entrusted to their care.  
We fi nd the perfect model of such stewardship 
in the Lord.  ‘For in Him all the fullness was 
pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile 
all things for Him, making peace by the blood 
of His cross’ (Col 1:19-20); and fi nally it will 

be He who ‘hands over the kingdom to his God 
and Father’ (1 Cor 15:24)”  (Stewardship, 28).
     Baptism makes us ‘a royal priesthood’ (1 
Peter 2:9), called to offer up the world – and 
ourselves – to the Lord.  Part of what this 
involves is good stewardship of our time by 
fi nding opportunities for such things as family 
prayer, Scripture reading, visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament, and attending Mass.  It also extends 
to the transformation of suffering through 
voluntary penance.
     “Through penance voluntarily accepted, one 
gradually becomes liberated from those ob-
stacles to Christian discipleship which a secu-
larized culture exalting individual gratifi cation 
places in one’s way.  These obstacles include not 
just the quest for pleasure but avarice, a craving 
for the illusion of absolute dominion and con-
trol, valuing creatures without reference to their 
Creator, excessive individualism, and ultimately 
the fear of death unrelieved by hope for eternal 
life” (Stewardship, 29).
     I encourage you to read the following two 
Scripture readings:  Genesis 1:26-30 and 1 
Corinthians 12:4-11.  These readings remind 
us that all of creation – material things as well 
as the gifts of the Spirit – were given to us for 
our use and care.  In their Pastoral Letter, the 
bishops explain: “Sin causes people to turn in 
on themselves; to become grasping and exploit-
ative toward possessions and other people; to 
grow accustomed to conducting relationships 
not by the standards of generous stewardship 
but by the calculus of self-interest: ‘What’s in it 
for me?’  Constantly, Christians must beg God 
for the grace of conversion: the grace to know 
who they are, to whom they belong, how they 
are to live – the grace to repent and change and 
grow, the grace to become good disciples and 
stewards…The Spirit of wisdom and courage 
helps people seek pardon and be mindful, in 
the face of all their forgetting, that the most 
important work of their lives is to be Jesus’ 
disciples.  Thus, the stewardship of disciples is 
not reducible only to one task or another.  It 
involves embracing, cultivating, enjoying, shar-
ing – and sometimes also giving up – the goods 
of human life” (Stewardship, 28-29).
 A fi nal question for you.  What does it mean 
to you to think that you are created in God’s 
image?  How does that idea affect your relation-
ships with others and with God?  

Happy 20th anniversary!
STEWARDSHIP

Ron Schatz
Offi ce of Stewardship & 
Resource Development

 We were on the river this month; 
the fi rst time in over a year. In the 
past we have spent most of our 
summers enjoying the sandbars and 
boating while viewing the beauty 
of our beautiful outdoors. The river 
has changed forever with sandbars, 
fallen trees, and homes silent be-
cause they can no longer be occu-
pied due to the fl ood. Yet it is still 
breathtaking and peaceful. It is a 
glimpse of one of God’s treasures in 
life, nature in all its glory. Whether 
you see that glory in driving past the 
brightly colored fi elds of canola, fl ax, 
or ripening wheat; spotting wildlife 
in the distance or seeing a majestic 
bald eagle gently moving on the cur-
rents of the winds you know there is 
a much greater Being in charge of it 
all.
  God is indeed good to have given 
us such beauty. We need to recognize 
and acknowledge that in our being 
and to tell others. Unfortunately our 
society doesn’t do that very often 
anymore. But if we simply take time 
to contemplate our many free, exqui-
site gifts we are given in life for the 
looking and smelling-like freshly cut 
hay along the roadside, or hotdogs 
on a grill- we can again go back to its 
source, our source, God our heav-
enly Father. We thank you God for 
all we have received. 
 It is summer. I won’t keep you 
reading on. I do invite you to think 
about my summer musings and 
contemplate your own.

How to make life
and love better
• If I want my dreams to come true,  

I mustn’t oversleep.
• Of all the things I wear, my expres-

sion is the most important.
• The best vitamin for making 

friends:  B-1.
• The quality of my life depends on 

the quality of my thoughts. 
• The heaviest thing I can carry is a 

grudge.
• I should keep my words soft and 

sweet in case I have to eat them.
• One thing I can give and still 

keep:  My word.
• One thing I can’t recycle is wasted 

time.
• I lie the loudest when I lie to myself.
• Ideas won’t work unless ‘I’ do.
• My mind is like a parachute...it 

functions only when open.
• The 10 commandments are not 

multiple choice.
• Have a blessed day!
• It is never too late to become all 

God can make me.

WE ARE
FAMILY

Joyce McDowall
Offi ce Of Family Ministry

Summer 
musings

By Kathy Dosch
First Grade Teacher, Cathedral School
 This year marked the 33rd annual First 
Grade Plant and Craft Sale at Cathedral School 
in Bismarck.  The annual event was started 
in 1979 by Sister Elizabeth Novy, OSB, who 
was then the fi rst grade teacher.  Sr. Elizabeth 
and her students made recipe cards they then 
sold for 3/25¢ to the second graders and made 
several dollars profi t which was donated to the 
poor.  The sale has since evolved to a much big-
ger event involving K-6 graders donating crafts 

and plants made and grown by the students and 
their families.
 At the age of almost 96, Sr. Elizabeth con-
tinues to help the sale by growing plants and 
preparing and teaching the fi rst graders how to 
make “God’s eyes” that are sold at the sale.
 This year’s sale enabled the Cathedral fi rst 
grade children to present checks to The God’s 
Child Project and the diocesan African Mission 
for $1138 each.  It was another successful sale 
— fun was had by all!

Cathedral school holds annual plant and craft sale
Cathedral fi rst grade students present Bishop Kagan with a donation of over $1000 for the Kenya Mission.



12 • Dakota Catholic Action August 2012

 The Diocese of Bismarck would like to 
recognize the following retirees and thank 
them for their years of dedicated service.
 Deacon Joel Melarvie served the Diocese 
of Bismarck for over ten years, beginning 

with his role as 
Communications 
Director in Nov. 
2001.  As Commu-
nications Direc-
tor, Joel acted as 
the offi cial liaison 
between the Dio-
cese of Bismarck, 
its bishop and 
the public news 
media.  In July 
2003, Joel assumed 

the duties of Chancellor for the diocese.  In 
this role, Joel managed diocesan personnel, 
facilitated relations between the chancery, 
clergy, parishes, community and media and 
also administered the diocesan Safe Environ-
ment Program.  As chancellor, Joel remained 
involved in the development and publication 
of the Dakota Catholic Action.  Joel and his 
wife Arlene are parishioners of Spirit of Life 
in Mandan and hope to continue to travel 
during retirement.
 Betty Greff, wife of the late Deacon Kas 
Greff, joined the diocesan staff Sept. 1, 2004 

as the Director of 
the Offi ce of Faith 
Formation.  As 
part of her du-
ties, Betty was the 
Director of Educa-
tion and worked 
closely with Catho-
lic school admin-
istrators, pastors, 
catechists and 
religious education 

coordinators in meeting diocesan needs in 
the areas of faith formation and catechesis.  
Betty was especially generous in travelling 
throughout the diocese to meet with direc-
tors of religious education and she most 
recently spearheaded the effort to implement 
an initiative for children with special needs 
in the diocese.  Although she was technically 
a diocesan staff member for nearly eight 
years, Betty has been a servant of the Church 
throughout a majority of her adult life.  She 
has already planned a trip to Ireland in her 
retirement, will remain active as a parishio-
ner at the Church of Saint Anne in Bismarck 
and may even continue to explore a recent 
interest in horseback riding.
 Roman Weiler is retiring after nearly 18 
years of service to the diocese.  In July 1994 

he was named Di-
rector of Education 
and began work-
ing as Director of 
Risk Management 
in July 1999.  One 
of Roman’s main 
job duties included 
working with Cath-
olic Mutual Group, 
particularly in the 
areas of property, 
loss of life or expo-

sure to liability.  He was also responsible for 
maintaining records on parish cemeteries.  
Roman, the former Superintendent at Fort 
Yates, and his wife Donna are parishioners 
of Christ the King in Mandan.  He is an avid 
fan of local sporting events and will likely 
partake in plenty of golf throughout his 
retirement.
 Bishop Kagan and the diocesan staff wish 
Joel, Betty, and Roman many blessings on a 
peaceful and enjoyable retirement. 

 In preparing for the Quinquennial Report 
to Pope Benedict XVI, Bishop Kagan reviewed 
the history of Pastoral Councils during the time 
of Bishop Kinney and Bishop Zipfel, including 
the Centennial Celebration and the develop-
ment of the most recent Pastoral Plan.  That 
background and his experience with Diocesan 
Pastoral Councils in the Diocese of Rockford 
have led him to believe the council is a neces-
sary part of the consultative entities that assist 
the Bishop. He is most grateful for the commit-
ment each member of this reconstituted Pas-
toral Council has made to be of service in this 
way. 
 In conjunction with the College of Consul-
tors, the Presbyteral Council and the Finance 
Council he will depend on the Pastoral Council 
for the wisdom and the ability of its members 
to investigate pastoral matters in a general way, 
to refl ect on them deeply in dialogue and to 
propose conclusions appropriate to the diocese. 
 Bishop Kagan said he will have questions 
that he will pose to council members regard-
ing pastoral matters and will ask them to refl ect 
on their experiences, do research, discuss with 
other council members and propose options in 
response to the question. He offered as exam-
ples: What is the optimum ordinary age range 
for receiving the sacrament of Confi rmation? 
What are appropriate guidelines for eulogies 
within the celebration of funerals?  What is the 
role of the Church in light of the impacts cre-
ated by the current acceleration of oil develop-
ment?  Bishop Kagan said our population is 

becoming more diverse and the Church must 
meet the challenges of hospitality and open-
ness, welcoming persons of different cultures 
and addressing the needs of new members as 
well as the needs of long-time parishioners.  
 Bishop Kagan stressed that serving the spiri-
tual needs of the community is the paramount 
mission of every parish. He stated that not all 
topics will be brought to a conclusion during 
a particular meeting of the Pastoral Council. 
Some will receive discussion and perhaps be 
referred to a committee for further study and 
then dealt with at the next meeting. On other 
occasions, councilors may write to the Bishop 

or the Executive Secretary after considering the 
topic. He said councilors may bring topics and 
questions to him and to council meetings as 
well.  
 In addition, some of the issues will be 
discussed by other consulting groups such as 
the Presbyteral Council.  It is important that 
the Bishop have the broadest possible range 
of opinions before making pastoral decisions. 
Bishop Kagan has observed that with careful 
and thorough consideration, priests and lay 
people reach a consensus on many pastoral is-
sues, although they may come to the issue from 
different perspectives.

Left to right: Deacon Lynn Clancy, Bismarck; Candice Benz, Killdeer; Jalane Mann, Beulah; Doreen Charging, Mandaree; Deacon 
Steve Brannan, Crown Butte; Sr. Paula Larson, OSB, Sacred Heart Monastery; Mark Jantzer, Minot; Joan Netterville, Ft. Yates; 
Joanne Beckman, New Salem; Carolyn Perdue, Ray; Rev. Paul Becker, Bismarck; Laura Huber, Bismarck; Jim Privratsky, Dickinson; 
Rev. David Morman, Bowman; Sr. Nancy Miller, OSB, Annunciation Monastery; Steve Braus, Bismarck; Rev. Boniface Muggli, OSB, 
Richardton; Kristen Vetter, Rural Linton; Rev. Brian Gross, Watford City; Rev. Joseph Chipson, Kenmare; Rev. David Richter, Lin-
ton; Bill Wocken, Bismarck; Bishop David D. Kagan; Brian Rodgers, Minot; Deacon Steve Streitz, Minot; Rev. Biju Chitteth, Crosby.  
Not pictured: Dennis Glueckert, Williston; Rev. John Guthrie, Bismarck; Kathy Tweeten, Bismarck.

Diocese of Bismarck Pastoral Council reconstituted

Bishop Kagan visits 
St. Benedict’s in
Dickinson
 May 1, Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, resi-
dents, tenants and staff of St. Benedict’s Health 
Center, Benedict Court, Generations and PACE 
were honored by a visit from Bishop David 
Kagan of Bismarck.
 The day began with a Holy Mass presided by 
Most Reverend Bishop Kagan in St. Benedict’s 
Chapel.  A joyous choir made up of residents, 
staff and volunteers fi lled the room with uplift-
ing music as area parish members and commu-
nity members came to worship together. Many 
residents had been anticipating Bishop Kagan’s 
visit for weeks and were delighted to have the 
opportunity to meet him in person.
 After the Mass, Bishop Kagan had a chance 
to tour the facility and visit with residents 
before sitting down with local parish members 
and staff for a delicious lunch.
 St. Benedict’s truly appreciates Bishop 
Kagan’s visit and extends an open invitation for 
future visits.

Benedict Court tenant Eva Wanner receiving Communion from 
Bishop Kagan, along side Cecilia Jorgensen.

Joel Melarvie

Roman Weiler

Betty Greff

Diocese recognizes retirees



August 2012 Dakota Catholic Action • 13

News Briefs
Bishops join Catholic Relief Services, 
National Catholic Rural Life
Conference in voicing hopes
and concerns on Farm Bill
 WASHINGTON—The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), along with Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS) and the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference, expressed their concerns 
for the House Committee on Agriculture’s pro-
posed version of the Farm Bill in a July 10 letter 
to Representatives Frank D. Lucas and Collin 
Peterson, the chairman and ranking member, 
respectively, of the House Committee on Agri-
culture.
 A just Farm Bill “cannot rely on dispropor-
tionate cuts to essential services for hungry, 
poor and vulnerable people,” wrote Bishop Ste-
phen E. Blaire of Stockton, California, Bishop 
Richard E. Pates of Des Moines, Iowa, Carolyn 
Y. Woo, CRS president, and James F. Ennis, 
executive director of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference. They affi rmed the need 
to protect programs that “feed poor and vul-
nerable people, serve small and moderate-sized 
family farms, promote stewardship of creation 
and help rural communities both at home and 
abroad prosper.”
 Bishops Blaire and Pates chair the USCCB 
Committee on Domestic Justice and Human 
Development and the Committee on Interna-
tional Justice and Peace, respectively.
 The letter highlighted positive elements in 
the Committee’s Farm Bill proposal to support 
international food aid to the poorest countries 
and to increase funding for The Emergency 
Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), which will 
help churches and other charities serve hun-
gry people. The letter expressed concern over 
more than $16 billion in proposed cuts to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP, formerly food stamps), stating, “To cut 
programs that feed hungry people in the midst 
of economic turmoil is unjustifi ed and wrong.”

 The letter called a proposal to eliminate 
direct payments in farm subsidies “a positive 
step” but said crop insurance should be targeted 
to help small and medium sized farmers over 
larger industrial agriculture.

Peter’s Pence Collection helps cast 
the ‘peace of Christ’ upon the world
 WASHINGTON—Catholics in the United 
States recently helped Pope Benedict XVI in his 
assistance to Catholics in all parts of the world 
including poor diocese where many people 
depend on the Church for support, areas where 
the Church is persecuted and must serve dis-
creetly, and nations that are overwhelmed with 
refugees or victims of war and natural disasters. 
 The Peter’s Pence Collection, which was 
taken up the weekend of June 23-24 in most 
U.S. diocese, provides assistance for all of these 
populations. The theme of the collection for 
2012 was, “Cast the peace of Christ upon the 
world.”
  “Our participation in the Peter’s Pence 
Collection gives us an opportunity to extend 
a sign of peace to the Body of Christ around 
the world,” said Bishop Kevin J. Farrell of Dal-
las, chairman of the Committee on National 
Collections of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB).
 The purpose of the Peter’s Pence Collection 
is to provide the pope with the fi nancial means 
to respond with emergency assistance to those 
who are suffering as a result of war, oppression, 
natural disaster and disease. This collection was 
started centuries ago to provide fi nancial sup-
port for the pope and has evolved to fund the 
Vatican’s charitable actions for those in need.

New priests younger, were altar
servers, lectors, carry debt
 WASHINGTON—The average age of men 
ordained to the priesthood in 2012 is trending 
younger with the median age for the 2012 class 
at 31. Two-thirds of the class are between the 
ages of 25 and 34. This is slightly younger than 

last year and follows the trend over the past six 
years. 
 These fi gures stand out in The Class of 2012: 
Survey of Ordinands to the Priesthood, an 
annual national survey of men being ordained 
priests for U.S. dioceses and religious commu-
nities. The study was conducted by the Center 
for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA), 
a Georgetown University-based research center. 
The entire report can be found at www.usccb.
org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/ordina-
tion-class/.
 The report is the 16th annual survey of 
ordinands commissioned by the Secretariat for 
Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 
About 63 percent of an estimated 487 potential 
ordinands in the United States responded to the 
survey.
 Data shows that on average, most of the 
ordination class have been Catholic from birth, 
but six percent became Catholic later in life. 
More than four in fi ve report that both parents 
are Catholic, and more than a third have a rela-
tive who is a priest or religious.
 Ordinands of the Class of 2012 have been 
active in parish ministries. Three-quarters in-
dicated they served as an altar server and more 
than half (53 percent) participated in a parish 
youth group. One-fi fth (22 percent) partici-
pated in a World Youth Day before entering the 
seminary.
 The survey also found that new priests in 
dioceses and religious orders have educational 
debt. The debt is higher on average among men 
being ordained for the diocesan priesthood.  
Diocesan ordinands averaged $19,614 in edu-
cational debt when they entered the seminary.  
Several reported that their educational debt is 
now paid, but those still with educational debt 
average $20,966 at the time of ordination.
 Religious ordinands averaged $29,364 in ed-
ucational debt when they entered their religious 
institute.  Among those who still have educa-
tional debt, the average amount is $14,100, but 
the median amount is $2,500.

 

 

 If you are like most people, you have a CD 
you have rolled over too many times. You may 
want to consider something with more lasting 
value.  Especially with disappointing CD rates it 
is worth considering a more worthy alternative.  
One of the best things you can do with that 
old CD is turn it into a new gift annuity.  Most 
likely you will have higher payment rates and 
fi nd benefi ts that no amount of rolling over can 
match.
 A gift annuity is a lifetime contract with fi xed 
payments.  Unlike a CD, when you fund a gift 
annuity you know what your payment rate is 
this year, next year and for as long as you live.  
And unlike CDs, gift annuities offer you other 
benefi ts.  When you fund a gift annuity you’ll 
receive an income tax deduction this year for 
part of the funding amount.  You will be de-
lighted to know that you will receive a ND Tax 
Credit equal to 40% of your income tax deduc-
tion and a portion of your income you receive 
is tax free.
 If you are tired of watching the market’s ups 

and downs or have a stock that needs to fi nd a 
higher calling, then your stock can be used to 
fund a gift annuity, too.  It is important that 
you transfer the stock to us; never sell it.  When 
you do, you will fi nd that some of your capi-
tal gains are eliminated on your gift and the 
remaining gain is spread over your lifetime.
 Just as the decision to fund a gift annuity 
brings a lifetime of benefi ts, it is a permanent 
solution, so please call us and your advisor to 
see if a gift annuity is right for you.  You can 
take comfort, too, that the CD or stock that 
you use to fund a gift annuity will have lasting 

benefi ts.  Any funds left in the gift annuity after 
a lifetime of payments to you will be directed 
to your parish, Catholic school or diocese; you 
choose.
 For more information please contact me toll 
free at 877-405-7435, 701-222-3035 or e-mail 
at mkiedrowski@bismarckdiocese.com. Or you 
can visit our planned giving website at www.
dobgift.org.  I would be glad to visit with you 
about the benefi ts and the different options you 
have in this gifting opportunity.  It is a win-
win situation for you and the Church. Let’s get 
started!

Improving your investment returns
Moving from a CD to a gift annuity can prove benefi cial

PLANNED
GIVING
Building a Legacy

Michael J. Kiedrowski, M.ED., CFRE
Director of Planned Giving

Guests attend reception for Archbishop Samuel Aquila
By special invitation, several guests from the Diocese of Bismarck attended a reception hosted for Archbishop Samuel Aquila 
at the residence of the US Ambassador to the Holy See, just before the new archbishop received his pallium.  L to R:  Jerome 
Richter, Fr. Justin Waltz, Fr. Charles LaCroix, Fr. Joshua Waltz, Deacon Corey Nelson, Fr. James Shea, Archbishop Samuel Aquila, 
Fr. Jadyn Nelson, Fr. Joshua Ehli, Fr. Kregg Hochhalter, Fr. Luke Meyer, Nicholas Emmel.
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There are many stories about child sexual abuse in youth sports; sometimes at the highest levels of competition. Most
coaches are not abusers. They give their time, talent and energy to help with youth sports programs because they
genuinely care about kids. The relationship between child and coach can be important and memorable in a child’s life.
Unfortunately, this can provide an enticing environment for a perpetrator. Knowing what to watch for is critical. 

Here are a few simple practices to keep kids safe:

1. Be wary of any person who attempts to break a sports
organization’s rules of conduct.

2. Talk to your kids about their bodies and personal boundaries and
what to do if someone violates those boundaries. Use media
coverage of the Sandusky trial as an opportunity to talk with your
children about sexual abuse. Visit D2L.org/talkingtips for advice.

3. Look for athletic programs that:

a. Perform background checks on coaches and volunteers.

b. Have policies clearly stating safety rules including one-on-one time between coaches and athletes and prohibiting
contact outside organized program activities. There should be zero tolerance for policy violations. Volunteers and
parents should know about these policies. 

c. Follow the “Rule of Three” requiring at least two adults and one child or one adult and two children
is a great example.

d. Have code of conduct outlining appropriate behaviors with children including physical and touching boundaries
that is signed by all coaches and volunteers.

e. Require coaches and volunteers to receive child abuse prevention training.

Parents don’t need to be paranoid, just educated and watchful. Likewise, coaches shouldn’t
feel fearful around children or be afraid to step up and coach. As responsible adults, we can
all be part of the team of protection.

Happiest Baby on the Block 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 21, Fifth floor of Medcenter One 

We offer free on-going counseling and advocacy.
If you or someone you know needs help,
contact us at 323-5626.

For more information, please visit
medcenterone.com/dcac.

Keeping your kids
safe in sports

Medcenter One
Dakota Children’s Advocacy Center
medcenterone.com/dcac  

Calendar of events

Tri-Parishes bid Fr. Chipson farewell
The Tri-Parishes of Holy Trinity, Hettinger, Sacred Heart, Scran-
ton and Sacred Heart, Reeder, held their annual Tri-Parish 
fellowship meal on Sunday, June 10.  This year’s celebration 
included a special goodbye to Fr. Joseph Chipson, their shep-
herd for the last four years.  All wished Fr. Joseph the best 
with his new assignment in Kenmare.

By Matthew Kurtz
 Ukrainian Bishop Richard Stephen Seminack 
and other Catholics gathered to recognize one 
of the longest serving deacons in the Ukrainian 
eparchy on Sunday, July 15 at the Church of St. 
Demetrius near Belfi eld, N.D.
 Deacon Leonard Kordonowy, 76, has been 
serving the faithful in southwestern North Da-
kota for 25 years.  Kordonowy primarily spends 
his time at St. Demetrius, but has also served 
the Church of St. John the Baptist in Belfi eld 
and the Church of Sts. Peter and Paul in Wilton.  
There are a total of four churches in the diocese 
which celebrate according to the Ukrainian rite. 
 Kordonowy says he was originally “the fi rst 
deacon west of the Mississippi” ordained to cel-
ebrate in the eastern rite, and his willingness to 
step in during times of need is what has caught 
the attention of his superiors.
 “He’s been very helpful in helping me get the 
lay of the land and...in helping me get ground-
ed in the parish,” said Rev. Michael Taras Miles, 
who came to southwestern N.D. in December 
2000 and has worked alongside Kordonowy 
ever since.  “I can only speak very highly of him, 
and the fact that we have so many people here 
is an indication that he is well-respected and 
well-loved in this community.”
 Bishop Seminack, who traveled from Chi-
cago to join in the celebration, has been pleased 
with Kordonowy’s dedicated service as well. 
 “He’s been constantly assisting Fr. Miles at 
the liturgy and...he’s been a man for all sea-
sons, you can put it that way,” explained Bishop 
Seminack.  “He’s just been a tremendous asset 
for the general community.”
 Kordonowy, who describes himself as a 
retired “farmer, rancher, and a carpet layer,” has 
been energized by the community’s gratitude 

throughout his many years of service.
 “When you see the faces light up and have 
a glow about them because you’re there, it 
makes it worthwhile,” the deacon said while 
recalling months when he served three parishes 
across the state during a priest transfer.  He has 
also facilitated countless marriage counseling 

sessions and saved many marriages while also 
raising a family of his own.   
 Leonard and his wife of 56 years, LaVerne, 
have raised fi ve children together and now have 
15 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.  
They credit his role as a deacon in helping their 
own marriage remain strong. 
 “We do morning and evening prayer together 
and I think that helped us grow,” LaVerne said.  
“There were struggles at the beginning of our 
marriage, as with any marriage, but I think 
[prayer] strengthens it.”

Ukrainian Catholics, Bishop Seminack gather to 
celebrate Deacon Kordonowy’s 25 years of service

Above: Kordonowy and his wife LaVerne, center, were 
joined by Rev. Michael Taras Miles, far left, Bishop Semi-
nack, left, Rev. George Pruys, right, and other area clergy 
including Abbot Brian Wangler, third from left. 

Right: Ukrainian Catholic Bishop Richard Stephen 
Seminack, left, traveled from Chicago to celebrate with 
Kordonowy at the Church of St. Demetrius near Belfi eld.
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NFP Quick Reference Guide ~ Diocese of Bismarck
“I knew my husband loved me, but NFP helped me realize how much he cherishes me!”

For more information contact Amanda Ellerkamp, NFP Coordinator at 701-590-2837, aellerkamp@bismarckdiocese.com

Some Practical Benefi ts of 
Natural Family Planning

 
The following are true of all modern NFP methods
offered through the diocese:

• NFP has no harmful side effects. It is healthy, 
organically sound and environmentally friendly!  Since 
NFP is 100% natural, there are no chemicals produced or 
waste products created.

• NFP is safe and has been clinically proven to be 98-99% 
effective at avoiding pregnancy when used properly.  It is 
also very effective in helping couples achieve pregnancy. 
Modern methods of NFP are not to be confused with the 
older “rhythm method” which was less effective because 
it depended upon the regularity of a woman’s cycle.

• Any woman, regardless of the regularity or irregularity 
of her cycles, can use NFP effectively. Modern methods of 
NFP are based on the readily observable signs of fertility 
present in each cycle (primarily cervical mucus, but also 
temperature, changes in the cervix, and other signs).  

• NFP is in no way contraceptive. It does not work against 
God’s creative design for sexual intercourse, but works in 
complete accord with it.

• Because NFP fosters authentic marital love,   respect,  
honesty,   and    communication, surveys indicate that 
couples who practice NFP have a practically non-existent 
divorce rate.  NFP is marriage insurance!

(Some excerpts taken from: “God’s Plan for a Joy Filled Marriage”)

OVULATION (Mucus-only) Methods:

Jana Heen
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext.126
jheen@bismarckdiocese.com

Tara Rohrich 
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck 
701-222-3035, ext.126
taramrohrich@yahoo.com

Kelli Schneider
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext. 126
kschneider@bis.midco.net 

Sandy Tibor
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Dickinson
701-590-0425
santibor@yahoo.com 

(Cost is approximately $250 for full course of instruction.)

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods:

Priscilla & Bob Keogh
NFP International, Dickinson 
701-483-9630
keogh@goesp.com

($70 for 3 class series, including materials) 

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods, cont.:

Carmen Devney
Northwest Family Services, Bismarck
701-471-2363
hoofprince@hotmail.com 

($110 for materials, class series and follow-up) 

Kevin & Tammy Martian
Couple to Couple League, Mandan
701-471-1549
tammy.martian@gmail.com 

Scott & Jen Johannsen
Couple to Couple League, Minot
701-837-9768
johan@srt.com

(Cost for a 3-class series in CCL is $135.
Materials included. You may search for upcoming

classes and register online at www.ccli.org )

Physicians Supportive of NFP:

Laura Archuleta, MD
St. Alexius Center for Family Medicine, Mandan 
701-667-4600 or 1-877-530-5550

Danuta Komorowska, MD, MPF, & TM 
Great Plains Clinic, Dickinson
701-483-6017

Louise Murphy, MD
Mid-Dakota Clinic Gateway, Bismarck
701-530-6243

Updated April 2012

UPCOMING EVENTS
Town and Country Celebration – August 
19, 11:30a.m.  The annual Town and Country 
Celebration will be held on Sunday, August 19 at 
the Deacon Bob and Gini Zent farm, 4110 106th 
Ave SW, Dickinson. This fun Town and Country 
Celebration will be the fi rst for Bishop Kagan and 
consists of blessing of the animals, machinery, and 
fi elds; lunch and entertainment; 2:30 pm liturgy 
with Bishop Kagan presiding; and dessert to close 
the day! Mark your calendars, bring your lawn 
chairs or blankets and umbrellas, and enjoy the 
day in prayer, praise, food, and conversation! The 
event begins with registration at 11:30 a.m. MT 
and blessings at 12:30. 

A Pastoral Meeting in Oil Country – August 
30, 11:30a.m.-3:00p.m. Hosted by Epiphany 
Parish, Watford City.  Meeting to include area pas-
tors and parish leaders, Diocesan Pastoral Council 
and staff directors.  Discussion of oil development 
issues.  For more information contact Lynn Clancy, 
Director of Pastoral Planning: 222-3035 or 1-877-
405-7435

Real Presence Radio is hosting a pilgrim-
age: - Sept. 27 through Sept. 29.  Visit three 
shrines; Trinity Heights in Sioux City, Iowa, Grotto 
of the Redemption in West Bend, Iowa, and the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in LaCrosse, Wis., 
which was founded by Archbishop Raymond Burke.  
The cost is $300 with pick-up sites in Grand Forks, 
Fargo and Bismarck. The deadline to register is 
Aug. 15.  Plan to be one of the 105 pilgrims and 
join Real Presence Radio and our spiritual direc-
tors, Father Joseph Christensen and Father Chad 
Gion, on this journey. For more information or to 
register contact Lisa Durkin at 1-877-795-0122 or 
lisa@yourcatholicradiostation.com

The Saint John’s Bible Exhibition/Fine Arts 
Community Festival - The First Presbyterian 
Church is proud to present a portion of the Il-
luminations of The Saint John’s Bible. Seventeen 
illuminations will hang in the church narthex during 
the months of August and September in conjunc-
tion with the church’s Fine Arts Community Festival 
scheduled for September 8-9.  Over ten years 
in the making, The Saint John’s Bible is a truly 
ecumenical project with Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish advisors contributing to the vision for the Bi-
ble.  Both the Saint John’s Exhibition and Fine Arts 
Festival are free and open to the public as a com-
munity service for Bismarck and surrounding area. 
Events planned during the Saint John’s Exhibition 
include calligraphy workshops for youth and adults, 
a presentation on preservation of old documents 
and books by the North Dakota Heritage Center, a 
display of old/antique Bibles and a presentation of 

the history and customs of the Benedictine Order.  
If you are interested in scheduling tours for schools 
or private groups, call the church at 223-6091 or 
visit the church website at www.fpcbismarck.com. 
You may also visit the website for The Saint John’s 
Bible at www.saintjohnsbible.org 

Cannonization Trip to Rome for Kateri Tekak-
witha - In December of 2011, Pope Benedict 
announced to the world the good news that the Lily 
of the Mohawks, Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, would 
be declared a saint. The date for the canoniza-
tion has been set for October 21, 2012, in Rome. 
This canonization will be in tandem with fi ve other 
individuals also recognized by the Church raised to 
the altar as a saint.   Plans have been in formation 
so that people can be able to journey to Rome for 
this event. Presently there are two tour options 
being provided by the Tekakwitha Conference and 
the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions. If you are 
interested in this adventure of a lifetime, please 
contact Father John Cavanaugh at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Catholic Church, PO Box 68, Reynolds, 
ND 58275. (701) 847-3096; 
john.cavanaugh@fargodiocese.org. 

THE SUNDAY MASS
Televised each Sunday on KNDX FOX 26: 10:00 
a.m. & 11:35 p.m., and on ABC Family:  5:30 a.m.  
Paid for in part by your generous donations to the 
annual God’s Share Appeal.
Aug 5:    18th Ordinary Sunday
Aug 12:  19th Ordinary Sunday
Aug 19:  20th Ordinary Sunday
Aug 26:  21st Ordinary Sunday

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Aug 1:    Jer 15:10, 16-21/Mt 13: 44-46
Aug 2:    Jer 18:1-6/Mt 13:47-53
Aug 3:    Jer 26:1-9/Mt 13:54-58
Aug 4:    Jer 26:11-16, 24/Mt 14:1-12
Aug 5:    Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Eph 4:17, 20-24/
 Jn 6:24-35
Aug 6:    Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/
 Mk 9:2-10
Aug 7:    Jer 30: 1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Mt 14:22-36
Aug 8:    Jer 31:1-7/Mt 15:21-28
Aug 9:    Jer 31:31-34/Mt 16:13-23
Aug 10:  2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26
Aug 11:  Hab 1:12—2:4/Mt 17:14-20
Aug 12:  1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51
Aug 13:  Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c/Mt 17:22-27
Aug 14:  Ez 2:8—3:4/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
Aug 15:  Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab/
 1 Cor 15:20-27 Lk 1:39-56
Aug 16:  Is 1:10-17/Mt 10:34—11:1
Aug 17:  Is 7:1-9/Mt 11:20-24
Aug 18:  Is 10:5-7, 3b-16/Mt 11:25-27
Aug 19:  Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Mt 11:28-30

Aug 20:  Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Mt 12:1-8
Aug 21:  Mi 2:1-5/Mt 12:14-21
Aug 22:  Jer 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34
Aug 23:  Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Mt 12:38-42
Aug 24:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Mt 12:46-50
Aug 25:  2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 20:20-28
Aug 26:  Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Mt 13:18-23
Aug 27:  Jer 3:14-17/Mt 13:18-23
Aug 28:  Jer 7:1-11/Mt 13:24-30
Aug 29:  2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15
Aug 30:  Jer 13:1-11/Mt 13:31-35
Aug 31:  Jr 14:17-22/Mt 13:36-43

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, 
RELIGIOUS AND

DEACONS SERVING
OUR DIOCESE

An invitation from the Serra Clubs of 
the diocese:

Aug 1:     Rev. George Pruys
Aug 2:     Sr. Hannah Vanorny, OSB
Aug 3:     Rev. John O’Leary
Aug 4:     Rev. Julian Nix, OSB
Aug 5:     Sr. Delora Schweitzer, OSB
Aug 6:     Rev. Benny Putharayil
Aug 7:     Deacon Al Schwindt
Aug 8:     Bro. Alban Petesch, OSB
Aug 9:     Sr. Francis Schweitzer, OSB
Aug 10:   Sr. Carol Axtman, OSB
Aug 11:   Rev. David Richter
Aug 12:   All Religious in Formation
Aug 13:   Deacon Ralph Stockert
Aug 14:   Bro. Aelred Reid, OSB
Aug 15:   Fr. John Pfeifer
Aug 16:   Sr. Edit Selzler, OSB
Aug 17:   Sr. Monica Thome, OSB
Aug 18:   Rev. Kregg Hochhalter
Aug 19:   Deacon Robert Stockert
Aug 20:   Sr. Eleanor Stockert, OSB
Aug 21:   Rev. Gerald Ruelle, OSB
Aug 22:   Sr. Louise Wirtz, OSB
Aug 23:   Rev. Jadyn Nelson
Aug 24:   Deacon Steven Streitz
Aug 25:   All Seminarians
Aug 26:   Rev. Claude Seeberger, OSB
Aug 27:   Deacon Doyle Schulz
Aug 28:   Sr. Hildegarde Urlacher, OSB
Aug 29:   Sr. Lucille Heidt, OSB
Aug 30:   Rev. Thomas Richter
Aug 31:   All Lay Ministers

PLEASE REMEMBER 
OUR DECEASED CLERGY 
ON THE ANNIVERSARY 

OF THEIR DEATH
Aug 1:     Rev. Wolfgang Steinkogler, OSB - 1919
Aug 2:     Rev. Mathias Brandner - 1976
Aug 4:     Rev. M.J. Power - 1906

Aug 7:     Rev. Robert Stukenborg, C.PP.S. - 1992
Aug 8:     Rev Felix J. Andrews - 1989
Aug 10:   Rev. Camillus Seiler - 1947
Aug 13:   Rev. Frederic J. Nelson - 1988
Aug 14:   Rev. Francis Rehberger, C.PP.S, - 1982
Aug 15:   Rev. Samuel Homsey, C.PP.S. - 2004
Aug 16:   Rev. Michael Lack - 1962
Aug 17:   Deacon Kasper Greff - 1999
Aug 17:   Deacon Werner Kilzer - 2003
Aug 19:   Rev. Reinhart Kaufman, OSB - 1982
Aug 20:   Rev. Joseph Hajduch, C.PP.S. - 2005
Aug 21:   Rev. Albert Hannan, OSB - 1963
Aug 22:   Rev. Laurence R. Talty – 1989
Aug 22:   Rev. Joseph Ott - 1948
Aug 22:   Rev. Otto Weisser - 1928
Aug 23:   Msgr. George P. Aberle - 1981
Aug 23:   Rev. Gregory Borski, OSB - 1960
Aug 23:   Rev. Lucas Feingenwinter, OSB - 1957
Aug 24:   Deacon Albert Hibl - 2011
Aug 26:   Deacon Edmund Morgel - 2010
Aug 27:   Rev. Lawrence J. Hereth - 1974
Aug 27:   Rev. Clement Mengelkoch, OSB - 1985
Aug 28:   Rev. Edward Berheide, OSB - 1963
Aug 28:   Rev. James McNally - 1906
Aug 30:   Msgr. J.A. Lemieux - 1924
Aug 30:   Rev. Robert West, OSB - 2009

CALENDAR
SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action is 
published monthly except for July.  Material 
deadline is noon the fi rst Friday of the month 
for the following months’ publication (ex:  fi rst 
Friday in January for the February issue of 
the DCA).  Recurring or ongoing events must 
be submitted each time they occur to be 
included.

ACCEPTED MATERIAL:  Brief notices of 
upcoming events hosted by diocesan parishes 
and institutions.  Items are published on a 
space available basis.

SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be listed 
individually and include:
*Time and date of event
*Full event description including related times
*Complete address of event venue 
*Contact information of individual responsible 

for submitted material

E-mail: jlongtin@bismarckdiocese.com
Mail:  DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck ND  58502-1137
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