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Priestly ordination
to be broadcast on
KFYR’s Me-TV
BISMARCK — Those hoping to see the
historic ordination of six men to the priesthood
in the Bismarck Diocese can tune into KFYR’s
Me-TV at 3 p.m. CDT on June 13 for a live television broadcast of the event.
Me-TV is available on the following overthe-air channels: 5.2 in Bismarck, 10.2 in Minot,
8.2 in Williston and 7.2 in Dickinson. It is also
available on cable: Midcontinent Communications (channel 595), N.D. Television Co-op
(channel 15), Beach Cable TV (channel 7.2) and
BEK Communications (channel 7). The event
is sponsored by the University of Mary and will
also be streamed online at kfyrtv.com. KFYR
News Director and anchor Monica Hannan will
join Fr. Brian Gross to provide commentary
during the ordination broadcast.
This year marks the second time a total of six
men will be ordained to the diocesan priesthood
on the same day. Deacons Patrick Cunningham (Minot), Joseph Evinger (New Hradec),
Thomas Grafsgaard (Bismarck), Jared Johnson
(Williston), Corey Nelson (Minot) and Robert
Shea (Hazelton) will be ordained priests for the
Bismarck Diocese at the Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit in Bismarck. With such a large number
of men being ordained, this year’s ordination
requires a ticket for admittance to the ordination Mass.

The Catholic Voice for the Diocese of Bismarck

St. Kateri Celebration will bring
together ND tribes, Christians
BISMARCK — The Diocese of Bismarck is
organizing a celebration of St. Kateri Tekakwitha that will include leaders of the state’s
tribal nations and commemorate one of the
Catholic Church’s newest North American
saints.
Beginning Saturday, July 13 all are welcome
at the James Henry Community Center at United Tribes Technical College in Bismarck. The
evening’s activities will begin with a grand entry
at 6 p.m. (which will include a parade of colors
celebrating life) and Native American dancers at
7 p.m. performing in different categories such as
traditional, fancy, grass and jingle. The evening
will conclude with eucharistic adoration and
prayers for healing.
Activities will continue on Sunday, July 14,
beginning with a presentation on St. Kateri by
Mark Thiel, an archivist of native Catholic collections at Marquette University and co-author
of “Native Footsteps: Along the Path of Saint
Kateri Tekakwitha.” Mass will be held at 2 p.m.
and will be followed by a round dance, or a
dance that includes all native and non-native
people that celebrates life and harmony.
“This event is meant to bring all people in
our state and region together as we celebrate
our sister, St. Kateri, and respond to the universal call to holiness in our lives as she did,” said
Michelle Duppong, coordinator of the Year of
Faith for the Bismarck Diocese. “We want to
come together as the body of Christ in unity.”
St. Kateri was born in 1656 in New York and
suffered from scarring on her face and poor
eyesight as a result of a smallpox epidemic that

killed her parents and brother when she was
four years old. Raised by her relatives who were
members of the Mohawk tribe, St. Kateri was
baptized at age 18, moved to a Jesuit mission
near Montreal and joined other native Christian converts in a life of faith and prayer. She
died during Holy Week at the age of 24 and
her smallpox scars disappeared from her body
shortly after her death. Kateri, known as the
Lily of the Mohawks because of her purity, was
beatified in 1980 by Blessed John Paul II and
canonized a saint by Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI on Oct. 21, 2012.

Her story

The second annual Blue Mass for law enforcement
personnel was held at the Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit in Bismarck on May 15, 2013. The Blue Mass
is an opportunity to honor the memory of those
who have lost their lives in service for truth and
justice. After Communion, Bismarck Police Chief
Dan Donlin read the names of those who gave their
lives in service. The presentation of the colors was
conducted by the Bismarck Fire Honor Guard and
the N.D. Peace Officers Association Honor Guard,
followed by Taps on the bugle and Amazing Grace
on the bagpipe.

“

should inspire
each of us.

“St. Kateri has been canonized a saint by
the Church as a testament of her sanctity so
that all may look to her as a model of holiness.
We need heroes in the faith to look up to and
follow as we all strive to be saints,” Duppong
explained. “Her story should inspire each of us.”
The St. Kateri Tekakwitha Celebration is free
of charge. Those interested are asked to register prior to the event at bismarckdiocese.com
under the “Events” tab. For more information,
call 877-405-7435.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Celebration
Please join us July 13-14, 2013
United Tribes Technical College, Bismarck
Saturday, July 13
4 p.m. Registration
6 p.m. Grand Entry
7 p.m. Dance Troupe
8 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration/Healing Service

Blue Mass

June 2013

Sunday, July 14
10 a.m. Speaker–Mark Thiel
11 a.m. St. Kateri Video
Noon Lunch
2 p.m. Mass
3:30 p.m. Round Dance
Register online at www.bismarckdiocese.com
under the “Events” tab.
Lodging available for those in need.

For more information,
call 877-405-7435
Sponsored by the Diocese of Bismarck
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Bishop’s Schedule

From
The
Bishop’s
Desk

Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.
June-July 2013

June 2

June 27

-Liturgy and procession, diocesan
Corpus Christi Celebration with
Cardinal Raymond Burke, Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 11:30 a.m.
-Eucharistic holy hour with meditation,
Cardinal Burke, Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck, 3 p.m.
-Benediction and reposition, Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 4 p.m.

-Catholic Foundation board meeting &
lunch, Radisson, Bismarck, 10 a.m.
-Catholic Foundation, news conference,
Radisson, Bismarck, 1 p.m.

June 2-6

-Liturgy & blessing of renovation,
Church of St. Elizabeth, Lefor,
10:30 a.m. MDT

-Diocesan clergy retreat, Assumption
Abbey, Richardton

June 30
-Town & Country Celebration event,
Richter family farm, Menoken, 12 p.m.

July 7

July 9

June 7
-Priestly ordination, Diocese of Fargo

June 9
-Confirmation, Church of St. Anthony,
St. Anthony, 11 a.m.

-Bishop’s BBQ with seminarians,
sponsored by Catholic Foundation for
the People of the Diocese of Bismarck
@ Glen & Renee Hochhalter’s,
Dickinson, 5:30 p.m. MDT

July 13

June 11
-Real Presence Radio interview,
Bismarck, 9 a.m.

-Grand entry, St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Celebration, United Tribes Technical
College, Bismarck, 6 p.m.

June 13

July 14

-Rite of Candidacy, Chancery,
Bismarck, 8 a.m.
-Private prayer with ordinands,
Chancery, 11:15 a.m.
-Luncheon with ordinands, Chancery,
12 p.m.
-Priestly ordination, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 3 p.m.
-Social and dinner for ordinands,
University of Mary, 6:30 p.m.

June 16
-Confirmation, Church of Christ the
King, Mandan, 10 a.m.

-Liturgy, St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Celebration, United Tribes Technical
College, Bismarck, 2 p.m.

July 15
-Liturgy, Minot Vocations Club, St.
Therese, Church of the Little Flower,
Minot, 5 p.m.
-Dinner, Minot Vocations Club &
Catholic Foundation sponsored
seminarian gathering @ Knights of
Columbus, Minot, 6 p.m.

July 16

-Solemn vespers, Church of Sts. Anne
& Joachim, Fargo, 7 p.m.

-Bishop’s BBQ with seminarians,
sponsored by Catholic Foundation for
the People of the Diocese of Bismarck
@ Tim & Liz Conlin’s, Williston,
5:30 p.m.

June 19

July 18

-Episcopal ordination, Bishop-elect
John Thomas Folda, Cathedral of St.
Mary, Fargo, 2 p.m.

-Bishop’s BBQ with seminarians,
sponsored by Catholic Foundation for
the People of the Diocese of Bismarck
@ David & Bonnie Volk’s, Bismarck,
5:30 p.m.

June 18

June 20
-Light of Christ Catholic Schools
meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 1:15 p.m.

June 25
-Finance Committee meeting, Center
for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck,
10 a.m.
-Corporate Board meeting, Center for
Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 1 p.m.

July 23
-Real Presence Radio interview,
Bismarck, 9 a.m.

July 25
-Catholic School Board meeting,
Bishop Ryan High School, Minot,
5:15 p.m.

July 29
-Speaker, Ecclesia Institute, @
University of Mary, Bismarck, 2 p.m.
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Eight new priests
in North Dakota
How good God is to us!

O

ver the course of the last
year and a half many good
people from around our
diocese, both Catholics and nonCatholics, have asked me how I
like North Dakota and the Diocese
of Bismarck. I am always happy
to answer these questions, both of
them, with a resounding, “I love
them both.”
For me, being the bishop of
Bismarck has been and continues to
be a spiritually enriching experience
for so many reasons, but over these
months my association with the
priests and deacons of our diocese
has been especially wonderful and
edifying. They are good and holy
men dedicated to our Church and
truly in love with Jesus Christ and
His people.
However, I must admit that there
is one thing I do as the bishop of
Bismarck (and for just a little while
longer as apostolic administrator of
Fargo) that is the highest privilege
and responsibility for me: it is calling men to sacred ordination to the
priesthood and diaconate and then
celebrating the sacrament of holy
orders for them and for the whole
Church.
In the course of this month of
June, I will be privileged to ordain
two men to the sacred priesthood
for the Diocese of Fargo on June
7, 2013, and then six men for the
service of the Church for the Diocese of Bismarck on June 13, 2013.
How good God is to us! Eight new
priests to serve the Catholic Church
across the state of North Dakota is a
marvelous blessing but I like to look
at it as a reminder to all of us from
God that we are to pray constantly

to Him for more vocations to the
priesthood, as well as to the consecrated life for women.
I would like to ask everyone,
especially you who are so blessed
by God to be parents, to encourage
your sons and daughters to consider
if God may be calling them to be
His priests and religious sisters for
our future. The Church has always
reminded parents that this is one of
their responsibilities. At this time
of the year when I make the assignments for our priests and parishes, I
want to remind all parishes to pray
for vocations. As parishes, ask yourselves if you have any young men
or women whom you have encouraged to consider the priesthood and
religious life.
Often enough, I receive letters of
complaint from a few parishioners
in a few parishes that they would
prefer a different priest than the
one who is their pastor. I respond
to most of these letters as best as I
am able and I include the question
as to whether or not they have ever
had a priest from the parish or have
they been praying for more vocations to the priesthood. None of us
can forget that it is God who offers
vocations but He has left it up to us
to pray to Him for more vocations.
With so much as a diocese to be
grateful to God for, in this month
of June which is the month of the
most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Immaculate Heart of the Blessed
Virgin May, let us devote ourselves
to praying for vocations among our
young men and women and helping
them know God’s will for them in
the Church.

The Dakota Catholic Action (0011-5770) is published monthly except July by the
Diocese of Bismarck, 420 Raymond Street, Bismarck, ND 58501-3723.
Periodical postage paid at Bismarck, ND, and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to address below.

Dakota Catholic Action,
PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
The Dakota Catholic Action is funded in part by the annual God’s Share Appeal.

Dakota Catholic Action • 

June 2013

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Graces that have kept my family faithful to Catholicism

By Michelle Duppong
Year of Faith Coordinator
On Pentecost Sunday in 2010, I found myself
in Paray le Monial, France: the city of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
I did not realize
upon my arrival that
my life was linked to
this city for this was
where St. Margaret
Mary Alacoque lived.
Jesus appeared to
her throughout her
life in the late 1600s
asking her to spread
devotion to His Most
Sacred Heart. He
Michelle Duppong
made these promises
to those that would practice devotion to His
Heart:
1. I will give them all the graces necessary
for their state of life.
2. I will establish peace in their families.
3. I will console them in all their troubles.
4. They shall find in My Heart an assured
refuge during life and especially at the
hour of their death.
5. I will pour abundant blessings on all
their undertakings.
6. Sinners shall find in My Heart the source
of an infinite ocean of mercy.
7. Tepid souls shall become fervent.
8. Fervent souls shall speedily rise to great
perfection.
9. I will bless the homes where an image of
My Heart shall be exposed and honored.
10. I will give to priests the power of touching the most hardened hearts.
11. Those who propagate this devotion shall
have their names written in My Heart,
never to be effaced.
12. The all-powerful love of My Heart will
grant to all those who shall receive
Communion on the first Friday of nine
consecutive months the grace of final
repentance; they shall not die under my
displeasure, nor without receiving their
sacraments; My heart shall be their assured refuge at that last hour.
When my grandmother was dying of cancer, my parents, who lived out of state, turned
to their Catholic faith in a new way. One of
the fruits of this was that they enthroned our
home and family to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and continue to renew this consecration during their evening meal prayer to this day, over
30 years later. As I walked the streets of Paray
visiting St. Margaret Mary’s tomb, I realized this
devotion has poured incredible graces upon my
family, including that my five siblings and I are
all still actively living our Catholic faith.
Each year the feast of the Sacred Heart of

of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul (June
29, 2013) make prayerful use of an article of
devotion, as defined by Norm 15, that has been
blessed by the Supreme Pontiff or by any bishop, provided the faithful also make a profession
of faith using any legitimate formula.
		 • A partial indulgence is granted to the
faithful who devoutly use such articles of
devotion properly blessed by a priest or
deacon.
A partial indulgence is granted to the faithful
who devoutly recite the prayer Sancti Apostoli
Petre et Paule:
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, intercede for us. Guard your people, who
rely on the patronage of your apostles
Peter and Paul, O Lord, and keep
them under your continual protection. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

There are many popular images that depict the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. In most images, the rays of red and blue
light bursting from Jesus’ Heart symbolize the blood and
water that flowed from His body after being pierced on the
cross.

Jesus falls on a Friday in June—June 7 this year.
Perhaps you may want to draw your family
closer to Jesus through enthroning your home
and participating in the First Friday devotion.
If you’d like more info on the Enthronement
of the Sacred Heart, please contact Deacon
Doug Helbing at 701-663-0812 or dhelbing@
bis.midco.net. May the Lord cover you with His
Precious Blood!

June-July Indulgence Opportunities:

A plenary indulgence is granted
n To the members of the family on the day
on which it is first consecrated, if at all possible
by a priest or deacon, to the Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus or to the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, if they devoutly recite the duly
approved prayer before an image of the Sacred
Heart or the Holy Family; on the anniversary of
the consecration, the indulgence will be partial.
n To the faithful who, on the solemnity of
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (June 7, 2013)
publicly recite the act of reparation (Iesu dulcissime); a partial indulgence is granted for its use
in other circumstances.
n To the faithful who devoutly participate
in a solemn Eucharistic procession, held inside
or outside a church, of greatest importance on
the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ
(June 2, 2013, Diocesan Corpus Christi Celebration).
n To the faithful who, on the Solemnity

Liturgical Calendar - June 2013
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

A partial indulgence is granted to the faithful
who on the memorial of any saint listed in the
calendar recite in that saint’s honor the prayer
taken from the Roman Missal or another one
approved by legitimate authority.
		 • In addition, in order to promote the
veneration of newly proclaimed saints
and blesseds, a plenary indulgence is
granted a single time within the year
following the canonization or beatification to those faithful who make a visit to
a church or an oratory in which a solemn
celebration is held in honor of the saint
or blessed, and who there devoutly recite
the Our Father and the creed. To any of
the faithful who make the aforesaid pious
visit during the same period, a partial
indulgence is granted (July 13-14, 2013,
St. Kateri Tekakwitha Celebration, Bismarck)

Thursday

*To gain a plenary indulgence one must be detached from
all sin and must fulfill the following three conditions: a
sacramental confession within eight days, receive Our Lord
in holy Communion, and pray for the intention of the pope. If
these requirements are not met, the indulgence is partial.
Taken from the Manual of Indulgences published by the
USCCB in 1999.

The words “Jezu ufam tobie” (Polish for “Jesus, I trust
in you”) appear on most images of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus.

Liturgical Calendar - July 2013

Friday

Sunday

Saturday
1

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

3

8

9

10

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

11

12

13

St. Justin

2

3

4

5

6

7

7

Corpus Christi
Sunday

St. Boniface

9

10

11

12

13

18

Immaculate Heart
of Mary

14

15
Rogation Days

14th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

14

St. Benedict

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

St. Anthony
of Padua

St. Barnabas

17

Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus

Rogation Days

Rogation Days

10th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

16

St. Thomas

8

19

20

21

22
15th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

11th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

23

12th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

30

13th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

21

St. Aloysius
Gonzaga

24

Birth of St. John
the Baptist

25

26

27

28

29
16th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

St. Irenaeus

Sts. Peter & Paul

• Green: Ordinary Time, from Epiphany to Ash Wednesday and
Pentecost to Advent
• White: Easter and Christmas Seasons, feasts of Our Lord and Our
Lady, and feasts of saints, especially virgins
• Red: Pentecost octave, feasts of Christ’s Passion, Precious Blood,
and Cross, and feasts of martyrs
- Fasting
- Feasting

28

17th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

St. James

29

30

31

St. Ignatius of
Loyola

St. Joachim
& Anne

• Green: Ordinary Time, from Epiphany to Ash Wednesday and
Pentecost to Advent
• White: Easter and Christmas Seasons, feasts of Our Lord and Our
Lady, and feasts of saints, especially virgins
• Red: Pentecost octave, feasts of Christ’s Passion, Precious Blood,
and Cross, and feasts of martyrs
- Fasting
- Feasting
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Obituaries
Diocese of Bismarck
pastoral
appointments
The following appointments, with the permission
of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L., are
effective at noon July 1, 2013.
The Rev. Edwin Wehner
• Will retire as pastor of
the Church of Saint Anne
(Bismarck)
Rev. Edwin Whener

The Rev. Wayne Sattler
• Currently priest in residence at the Church of
Saint Anne (Bismarck)
• Will be pastor of the
Church of Saint Anne
(Bismarck)
The Rev. Frank Schuster
• Currently pastor of the
Churches of St. Bonaventure (Underwood), St.
Catherine (Turtle Lake)
and St. Edwin (Washburn)
• Will be pastor of the
Churches of St. Hildegard
(Menoken) and Sacred
Heart (Wilton)

Rev. Wayne Sattler

Rev. Frank Schuster

The Rev. Terry Wipf
• Will be parochial vicar
for the Church of Corpus
Christi (Bismarck)
Rev. Terry Wipf

The Rev. Raphael Obotama
• Currently parochial administrator for the Churches of
St. Hildegard (Menoken)
and Sacred Heart (Wilton)
• Will be parochial vicar
for the Church of Corpus
Christi (Bismarck)
The Rev. Joshua Ehli
• Currently parochial vicar
for the Churches of St.
Joseph (Williston) and St.
John the Baptist (Trenton)
• Will be assigned to complete post-graduate studies in canon law at the
Pontifical University of St.
Thomas (Rome, Italy) - see
page 8.
Rev. Mr. Patrick
Cunningham
• Currently a seminarian for
the Diocese of Bismarck
• Will be pastor of the
Churches of St. Bonaventure (Underwood), St.
Catherine (Turtle Lake)
and St. Edwin (Washburn)

Rev. Raphael
Obotama

Rev. Mr. Joseph Evinger
• Currently a seminarian for
the Diocese of Bismarck
• Will be parochial vicar for
the Churches of St. Joseph
(Williston) and St. John
the Baptist (Trenton)
Rev. Mr. Thomas
Grafsgaard
• Currently a seminarian for
the Diocese of Bismarck
• Will be parochial vicar for
the Church of St. Leo (Minot) and part-time religion
instructor for Bishop Ryan
Catholic School
Rev. Mr. Jared Johnson
• Currently a seminarian for
the Diocese of Bismarck
• Will be chaplain/religion
instructor for St. Mary’s
Central High School and
parochial vicar for the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
(Bismarck)
Rev. Mr. Corey Nelson
• Currently a seminarian for
the Diocese of Bismarck
• Will be parochial vicar for
the Church of Saint Anne
(Bismarck) and part-time
religion instructor for
St. Mary’s Central High
School
Rev. Mr. Robert Shea
• Currently a seminarian for
the Diocese of Bismarck
• Will be parochial vicar for
the Church of Ascension
(Bismarck) July 1, 2013
through Sept. 1, 2013,
then to return to complete
studies for the licentiate
in sacred theology at the
Pontifical University of the
Holy Cross (Rome, Italy)

Rev. Mr. Joseph
Evinger

Rev. Mr. Thomas
Grafsgaard

Rev. Mr. Jared
Johnson

Rev. Joshua Ehli

Rev. Mr. Patrick
Cunningham

The Rev. Tomy Joseph,
MSFX
• Currently parochial administrator for the Churches
of St. Jerome (Mohall), St.
James (Sherwood) and St.
John (Lansford)
• Will return to India effective June 26, 2013

Sister Laura Kropilnicki, 87, Sister of Mercy
of the Holy Cross, died April 3, 2013, at Bell
Tower Residence in Merrill, Wis., under the care
of the staff at Bell Tower Residence and Interim
Hospice.
Sister Laura was born January 28, 1926, in
Belfield, N.D., daughter of the late Joseph and
Helen (Koladychuk) Kropilnicki and given the name
Veronica. She entered Holy
Cross Convent in Merrill on
November 29, 1940, and celebrated her First Profession on
June 22, 1946. She was in her
66th year of ministry as a Holy
Sr. Laura Kropilnicki, SCSC
Cross Sister.
Sister Laura, also known as
Sister Felicitas, received her education at Belfield
High School and Our Lady of the Holy Cross
High School. She received degrees in education
from Alverno College, Milwaukee, Wis., and
Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Sister spent the majority of her ministry as
an elementary teacher. Her assignments took
her to Haymarsh, N.D., Fenton, Mo., Deer Park,
Ohio and many other places. She retired in 1996,
making her home in the sisters housing on the
Holy Cross Campus and recently at Bell Tower
Residence.
Sister Laura is survived by her family of Holy
Cross Sisters and Associates, sister-in-law, Betty
Kropilnicki of Waupaca, Wis., along with many
nieces, nephews and cousins. She was preceded
in death by her parents and four sisters (Mary,
Ida, Amelia, Sarah) and three brothers (Henry,
Frank and Victor).
Sister enjoyed reading and crafts and volunteered in the activities department at Bell Tower
Residence where she was known for her intricate
detail to projects. She was also known for her
creative nativity scenes.

Father Martin Fisher
Rev. Mr. Corey
Nelson

Rev. Mr. Robert Shea

The following appointments, with the permission
of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L., are
effective on the designated date.
The Rev. Jerome Kautzman
• Will retire as the sacramental minister for the Church
of St. Vincent de Paul
(Crown Butte) effective
June 30, 2013. The Church
of St. Joseph (Mandan)
will assume the sacramental ministry for the Church
of St. Vincent de Paul

Sister Laura Kropilnicki, SCSC

Rev. Jerome
Kautzman

Rev. Tomy Joseph,
MSFX

Fr. Martin Fisher, 87, died of complications
after surgery on February 10, 2013, in Billings,
Mont. Mass of Christian Burial was held February 15 at St. Patrick Cathedral in Billings with
burial following in Holy Cross Cemetery, Billings.
Norbert Francis Fisher (the
future Fr. Martin Fisher) was
born in Dickinson, N.D. to
Earl Fisher and Bernadette
Brown on October 25, 1926.
Abbot Cuthbert received his
solemn vows as a monk of
Assumption Abbey in RichardFr. Martin Fisher
ton, N.D. on July 11, 1948, the
Feast of Saint Benedict. Bishop William J. Ryan
of Bismarck ordained him to the priesthood at
the Abbey on June 1, 1951 and he offered his
first solemn Mass at his home parish of St. Patrick in Dickinson two days later.
In the late 1950s, Fr. Martin studied at the
Pius X School of Liturgical Music at Manhattanville, N.Y. He returned to the Abbey to direct the
monastic schola and teach music and religion in
the prep school.
In the late 1960s, Fr. Martin was sent to the
Priory of Tibati in Bogotà, Colombia, where he
learned the Spanish language and taught for two
years in the Colegio. From there he proceeded to
Montana, where he served as pastor in a number
of parishes, eventually becoming incardinated to
the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings.
For many years he flew out to Green Bay to
attend one football game each fall, and proudly
sported his Packers jacket. For the last two
years of his life he worked on the translation of
the Psalter and was happy to see the project to
completion in his final months.
Fr. Martin is preceded in death by his parents
and four siblings: Maurice Fisher Sr., Bernadette
Fisher, Olive Overstreet and Marcelline Bearstail.
He is survived by his brother Deacon Donald E.
Fisher in Arizona, by his brother priests and by
many friends and former parishioners.
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Serving the faithful in the Service
Msgr. Gion commissioned as chaplain
for the N.D. Army National Guard
By Nicholas Trout
For almost 11 years, Monsignor Chad Gion
has served the people of the Bismarck Diocese.
As of April 30 this year, he will now also serve
the men and women of the North Dakota Army
National Guard as the first Catholic chaplain in
seven years.
Gion had been considering service as a
chaplain in the Army National Guard for quite
some time. As a student at Cardinal Muench
Seminary in Fargo, N.D., Gion studied under
Msgr. Brian Donahue, the director of the seminary. Donahue was also a military chaplain. The
example of Donahue and his commitment to
the duties of chaplain helped to inspire Gion
towards that end. “I think about the men and
women going into combat and the great need
they have for spiritual formation and guidance,”
he stated. “My passion is for the spiritual wellbeing of the soldiers.” About one third of the
state’s soldiers identify as Catholic.
In 2007, Msgr. Donahue moved from the
now closed Cardinal Muench Seminary to West
Point Military Academy where he continues
to serve as a military chaplain. It was during
this time that Gion first approached the bishop
about serving as a military chaplain. “I first expressed interest around 2007 and asked Bishop
Zipfel about the possibility,” he noted. “At the
time we didn’t have enough personnel in the
diocese, however.”
After that initial conversation, Gion assumed
his likelihood of becoming a military chaplain
was slim. This year, however, Bishop David
Kagan believed that conditions were appropri-

The Third Option
expands to Minot
Marriage program now offered at
Our Lady of Grace beginning June 6
By Liz Larsen, LICSW, Program coordinator,
The Third Option, Minot
As I knelt in prayer at Our Lady of Grace
Church asking our Lord to lead me into the next
phase of my life’s journey, I could never have
imagined that two years later I would be given
the honor of being able to be a part of such an
amazing strength-based program established to
strengthen the foundation of marriages.
I have been blessed to be able to work with
families and individuals for over 20 years as a
mental health therapist. For the past 14 years I
have worked at Trinity Mental Health. I love my
job, but not as much as I love my husband, who
I have been with since I was 16 years old. We
have two amazing children and know firsthand
the daily struggles of being a family of faith that
stays active in loving our Lord and each other.
Anyone who takes on this adventure called
marriage knows that it is not a job for the weak
of heart. It takes time, energy and grace to stay
together in a loving marriage. The Third Option provides basic skills on how to not just stay
together but thrive as a united team in the sacrament of marriage.
Come explore all that The Third Option has
to offer your marriage. Find out what is between
“his wants” and “her wants.” Working on your
marriage is the biggest gift that you can give
your Lord, your children and each other.
The Third Option is free for any couples in
the area to attend. The only thing that this will
cost you is your time. The program is being
offered the first and third Thursdays of each
month from 7-9 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace
Church, Minot.
For more information regarding The Third
Option, please go to www.thethirdoption.com
or call Gary or Jen at 701-839-1073 or email
jenj@srt.com.

ate and asked Gion if he would become the
chaplain for the North Dakota Army National
Guard. “I said yes immediately,” Gion said. “I
had stopped thinking it was a possibility and it
came as a surprise when the bishop asked me.”
There are two people that Gion credited
specifically in helping him to become a military
chaplain. The first is Fr. James Cheney, the pastor of the North Dakota State University Newman Center in Fargo, and a chaplain himself in
the North Dakota Air guard. Cheney is a close
contact of Gion’s and recommended him to
Bishop Kagan as a good candidate for military
chaplaincy.

“

My passion is for

the spiritual
well-being of
the soldiers

The other is Major General David Sprynczynatyk of the North Dakota Army National
Guard. “It was through the work of General
Sprynczynatyk and his conversations with Bishop Kagan that really made [my appointment]
happen,” stated Gion. “He has a great desire to
have a Catholic chaplain and when I was sworn
in, he told me he had been praying for this day.”
When asked how the appointment would
affect his pastoral duties, Gion said that he will

Msgr. Chad Gion is sworn in and commissioned as a 1st Lieutenant for the North Dakota National Guard by Maj. Gen. David
Sprynczynatyk, North Dakota adjutant general, at Raymond J.
Bohn armory April 30 in Bismarck, N.D. Gion will serve as a
chaplain assigned to the North Dakota National Guard’s Bismarck-based 1st Battalion, 112th Aviation Regiment (Security
and Support). (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Staff Sgt.
Brett Miller, North Dakota National Guard Visual Information)

continue to serve the parishes of Spirit of Life
in Mandan, St. Martin in Huff and St. Anthony
in St. Anthony. He did note, however, that
his time would become a little more divided.
“One weekend a month I will be away serving
the guard during drill week. There is also the
possibility of being deployed. If my unit was
deployed, I would go with them.”
This risk seems well worth taking for Gion,
however, in light of the great ministry he hopes
to offer to the Guard. “I am very proud to be
able to serve the National Guard as a chaplain,”
he stated. “The North Dakota Army National
Guard has a reputation for being a superb
group of human beings and a wonderful National Guard troop.”

Bismarckdiocese.com gets a facelift! (again)
Is your faith an every-day-of-the-week subject of interest or
a one-day-a-week obligation?

From
The Editor
Matthew Kurtz

Websites can be your best friend and your
worst enemy.
For too long, websites have been the worst
enemy of parishes and dioceses everywhere.
Oftentimes, they’re more time consuming,
frustrating, challenging and attention-demanding than getting my three-month-old
son to sleep for more than three and a half
hours at a time.
Fortunately, the dominoes are falling.
Little by little, the Church is improving its
online presence. And the Bismarck Diocese
strives to be a part of the revolution.
If you haven’t checked out bismarckdiocese.com lately, please do! Last August, the
diocese launched a much-needed website
redesign. Now after months of research,
refinements and lessons learned, the diocese
has taken another step to field an even better
website that is attractive, useful and userfriendly.
A feature I hope you find most useful on
the new website is the parish finder. Each of
the 98 parishes now has a profile that includes Mass, confession and eucharistic adoration times, photos of pastors and church
addresses and contacts—all in a searchable

database. Next time you’re on the road, just
enter a city and preferred Mass time and see
the hundreds of options for celebrating the
Eucharist in western N.D.
There’s more: we now have an online
directory of priests and diocesan staff members, feeds of news and events that you can
subscribe to via RSS, postings of church-related job opportunities across North Dakota,
not to mention the weekly Dash Report
and DCA Online videos. Our hope is that
bismarckdiocese.com becomes one of your
regular stops as you take your daily dive into
cyberspace. Why? The goal is to help people
become engaged in their faith, making it an
every-day-of-the-week subject of interest
rather than a one-day-a-week obligation.

Terrific at Twitter
Since being convinced to open an account
on Twitter (after Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI took the plunge into the Twitter-sphere
this past December), our Bishop Kagan (aka
@VescovoDDK) has faithfully tweeted every
day, averaging over four new followers each
day. Rest assured that this was not an easy
or natural step for our bishop, yet he gave
it a shot and will now admit he kinda-sorta
enjoys it…
Add this to a diocesan Facebook page
(Facebook.com/BismarckDiocese) that is
approaching 1,000 likes since being launched
less than a year ago. The diocese (and the
universal Church) is reaching out like never
before, hoping to make the Church seem less
distant and vague and more personal, available and concrete. Are you responding?
See the back cover for more on the new
website.
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ORDINATION SPOTLIGHT Q&A
For just the second time in its history, the
Diocese of Bismarck will ordain a total of six
men to the priesthood on June 13, 2013. The
DCA is highlighting each of the six deacons
who are in final preparations for their ordination day.
_______________________________________

Deacon Corey Nelson

Church of Our Lady of Grace, Minot
What is your favorite sport?
My favorite sport has always been baseball. I
was a pitcher growing up and it was one of my
favorite things to do. I was fortunate enough to
play on some very good
baseball teams in high
school and during
the summer months
(American Legion). I
enjoy watching baseball
and continue to enjoy
going outside to throw
the ball around. I am
also an avid outdoorsmen. My favorite hobbies are hunting, fishing
and camping.
Deacon Corey Nelson
What is your favorite liturgical season (and
why)?
Easter is my favorite liturgical season, but
Christmas is a very close second! Easter is such a
joyous time of the year. Springtime has (usually)
arrived with the return of the growing season.
During this time we remember the central mystery
of our faith. Christ has Risen! Alleluia! It is a time
of renewed hope in our own bodily resurrection at
the end of time. Also, it is a renewed hope in our
savior, trusting that He will bring us to Himself
when our time on earth is finished.
What kind of car do you drive?
I drive a 2001 GMC Sonoma pickup truck.
What is your favorite food/dessert?
I love to eat anything off of the grill. Barbequing
steak, chicken, burgers, brats, etc. are my favorite
foods. My favorite desserts are blueberry or pecan
pie.
What does your ‘perfect day’ consist of?
 	 My perfect day would consist of waking up
around 5 a.m. to a fresh cup of coffee. I would then
pray the Office and make a holy hour of adoration.
After that, I would offer Mass for my family and
friends and then have a wonderful breakfast. Next,
I would be out the door to my favorite hunting
spot for a morning stand or setup. (Depending
on what time of the season it is). I would hunt
in the morning and then do a little fishing in the

Protecting Our
Children
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the
health and protection of our children, young people
and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing the
pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic
Church, we encourage anyone who has suffered
from this abuse to please come forward and let us
know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please
contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck,
PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575. Phone:
701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint
form and policies can be found on the diocesan web
site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Code of Pastoral
Conduct
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy,
staff, whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are
held accountable for their behavior. To enable the
highest level of accountability, there must be a clear
and unambiguous definition of appropriate behavior. To
this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct is defined for
the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation
for implementing effective and enforceable standards
for all personnel. View the Code of Pastoral Conduct at
http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

afternoon. I would then return home to do some
grilling and sit down to a nice meal with my family
and friends. That would be a wonderful day!

What is your favorite food/dessert?
Pretty much anything you can throw out on the
grill.

What is your greatest accomplishment?
My greatest accomplishment by far is yet to
come. Ordination day to the sacred priesthood will
be my greatest accomplishment. This is something
that I will not have obtained on my own. It is only
because of God’s goodness and grace that I will
ever even arrive at this holy and life-changing day!

What does your ‘perfect day’ consist of?
Certainly not one I could ever plan! Generally
though, a good day is one that I can look back
upon and recognize
where God’s grace was
at work in the events
of the day. Also, a day
is usually pretty good
when it’s one that challenges me spiritually,
physically and mentally.
  
What is your most
memorable experience from your years
of seminary formaDeacon Robert Shea
tion?
Being in Rome this year for Pope Benedict XVI’s
final days in office and the conclave and election of
Pope Francis that followed was an incredible and
deeply memorable experience.

What is your most memorable experience
from your years of seminary formation?
It is hard to name just one. The friendships I
have made during my time in seminary are by far
the greatest of my experiences. Also, going to the
Holy Land for my canonical retreat and a pilgrimage was pretty amazing.
Who has had a significant impact on your life
and personal holiness?
 	 My late grandfather Lloyd Bofenkamp. He loved
the Catholic faith and he always made sure that
we prayed before traveling and went to Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days when we were with Him.
The Lord used my grandpa Lloyd as an instrument
to help me to start thinking about the priesthood.
I am deeply grateful for my grandfather’s faith.
My mother Annette also played a big role in my
coming to love the faith. Like my grandpa, she also
made sure that we attended Mass regularly.
What are your thoughts and feelings heading
into your ordination June 13, 2013?
 	 I am filled with complete gratitude to Almighty
God. This was all because of Him; I simply responded in faith to what He was asking of me.
It has been the best decision of my life to follow
God’s call and I cannot wait to serve His holy
people as a parish priest.
What do you most look forward to during
your priesthood?
I look forward to offering the holy Mass. I cannot think of a greater vocation in the world (for
me) than to be an instrument of God that He will
use to make Himself present to us here on earth. I
also look forward to sitting in the confessional and
offering the faithful God’s mercy through absolution.
When did you first begin to think about a
vocation to the priesthood? When did you
know that the priesthood was indeed your
vocation?
 	 I started thinking about it in my sophomore
year of high school. I knew that this was my vocation by the time I graduated high school, although
I tried to run away from it for another 4-5 years.
Any closing thoughts/comments?
I wish to thank all of the good people of the
Diocese of Bismarck for their support and prayers
over these past eight years. I would not be where I
am right now without you. Your generosity continues to amaze me. I am very blessed!
Deacon Nelson is finishing his studies at KenrickGlennon Seminary in St. Louis, Mo.

________________________________________

Deacon Robert Shea
Church of St. Paul, Hazelton

What is your favorite sport?
I enjoy a variety of sports, but my favorite to
play would have to be basketball and to watch
would be football.
What is your favorite liturgical season (and
why)?
Holy Week and the Easter season [are my favorite]. Celebrating the paschal mystery – Christ’s
passion, death, and resurrection – is a tremendous
and beautiful time in the Church. It’s helpful for
me, too, in bringing into belief the paschal mystery
we’re to live out with Christ in the events of our
everyday lives throughout the year.

Who has had a significant impact on your life
and personal holiness?
So many different people have made an impact
in my life in various ways. The most foundational
have been my parents – Joe & Pat Shea – as their
love for the Church and deep desire to pass on the
Catholic faith to all of us kids made all the difference. *Editor’s note: Deacon Shea is a brother
to Msgr. James Shea, president of the University of
Mary in Bismarck.
When did you first begin to think about a
vocation to the priesthood? When did you
know that the priesthood was indeed your
vocation?
I first began to think about a vocation to the
priesthood just a couple years out of college, while
pursuing graduate studies in England. I guess it’s a
certainty that grew and was affirmed in those early
couple years in seminary – growing in a foundational peace that this vocation is where God is
calling me to pour out my life in love.
What has it been like to have the example
of your brother as a priest during your formation?
Having my brother as a priest has been an
incredible help and inspiration during my formation. Seeing the immense joy that living the life
of a priest brings to him made it easy to say “yes”
when it became clear that God was calling me to
the priesthood.
What are your thoughts and feelings heading
into your ordination June 13, 2013?
It’s pretty surreal actually. The words of St.
John Vianney come to mind, “Only in heaven will
a priest fully realize what he is.” So heading into
ordination, just weeks away, there’s certainly a lot
of excitement and great wonder at what is about to
take place.
What do you most look forward to during
your priesthood?
That’s a hard question because there’s so
much… What I’m most especially looking
forward to is being a minister of God’s loving
mercy and forgiveness in the sacrament of confession. The real encounter with God’s love and the
tremendous healing this sacrament brings about
in a person’s life is one of the great and unmatched
gifts of the Catholic Church. To understand something, I think, of what it means to say “God is love”
is to encounter that love in reconciliation.
Any closing thoughts/comments?
I just want to express a word of deep gratitude
to the good and faithful people of the diocese. The
support that you give us seminarians both spiritually and financially throughout our years of formation is an important and tremendous gift. Thank
you!
Deacon Shea is finishing his studies at North
American College in Rome, Italy.
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Your guide to this year’s ordination
Key moments to watch for during Mass

By Fr. Nick Schneider, SLL, SLD
On June 13, Bishop David Kagan will ordain six men to the priesthood. This will be a
great moment in the
life of the Diocese of
Bismarck! The rite
of ordination itself is
very ancient. In the
following, I wish to
briefly describe the
ritual nucleus of ordination: laying on of
hands and the prayer
of ordination. These
two moments are the
Fr. Nick Schneider, SLL, SLD
central elements and
the most essential aspects of the ordination of a
priest.

This intimate connection with the bishop
is important to the life of a priest. The
duties of a priest—to govern, teach and
sanctify—all flow from the bishop’s unique
role as a guarantor of the apostolic faith in
a diocese.
• Finally, we hear the bishop pray that the
candidate “be a faithful steward of your
mysteries.” The central activities of a
priest’s life revolve around the sacramental
life. The prayer of ordination recalls baptism, “the waters of rebirth;” the Eucharist,
where the people are “nourished from your
altar;” confession where “sinners [are]

Pray together with me that these men may
live out the great vocation to be an “Alter
Christus” (another Christ) in their sacramental
ministry!
______________________________________
Fr. Schneider is parochial vicar for Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit (Bismarck) and director of worship for the Bismarck
Diocese.

Stats on the national ordination class of 2013
Average age of new priests is 32, one-third born outside the US

Laying on hands
Laying on hands is a richly meaningful and
effective liturgical action that has its roots in
sacred Scripture. In its most basic sense, the
ritual laying on of hands conveys the Holy
Spirit (see, for example, Acts 8:17). Even today,
the Holy Spirit is given by laying on hands: during the Eucharistic Prayer, at the consecration
of chrism, during the anointing of the sick, and
during confirmation.
Christians were established in various ministries through the laying on of hands (cf. Acts
6:6) and, above all, we see already in the writings of St. Paul (1 Tim. 4:14) that the “gift” of
the priesthood was conveyed by the laying on
of hands. The moment of silence in the ordination liturgy when the bishop lays on hands is a
strong moment of calling down the power of
the Holy Spirit upon the candidates for ordination. To them is given a great gift that they, like
St. Timothy, will have to “stir up” again and
again in their lives as priests. They will in turn
be called upon to confer the Spirit in various
ways throughout their priestly ministry. Please
pray for our six candidates that their hearts be
open to receive this gift to the full.

reconciled;” and anointing where “the sick
[are] raised up.” The sacramental life, offering fitting worship to God and sanctifying
the people of God is the central purpose of
a priest’s life.

WASHINGTON—The Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA), a Georgetown University-based
research center, has released the following figures from The Class of 2013: Survey of Ordinands to the
Priesthood. The report is the 17th annual survey commissioned by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

n Median age of men to be ordained: 32
n Two-thirds Caucasian
n 31 percent born outside the U.S. (of those,
most men were born in Mexico, Vietnam, Columbia, Poland, the Philippines or Nigeria)
n Most were baptized as infants, nine percent
became Catholic later in life
n 80 percent have two Catholic parents
n More than 33 percent have a relative who is a
priest or religious
n Average age when a vocation to the priesthood was first considered: 17
n 67 percent were encouraged to consider a
vocation to the priesthood by a parish priest,
34 percent were encouraged by their mothers

n 52 percent have more than two siblings, 20
percent have five or more siblings
n 40 percent are the oldest child in their family
n 63 percent completed college before entering
the seminary
n 23 percent entered the seminary with a
graduate degree, 29 percent entered the
seminary while in college
n Two-thirds were altar servers in their parish
n 42 percent attended a Catholic elementary
school
n 26 percent carry educational debt

Visit usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/
ordination-class/ for the complete report.

Top 10 reasons to establish the

Prayer of ordination
The prayer of ordination is a very ancient
prayer. In fact, the prayer for ordaining a priest
is found in the oldest liturgical book we have
for the Roman Rite – the “Verona Sacramentary.” Some prayers in the book were written
by Pope St. Leo the Great (440-461), and the
book itself is not older than A.D. 600. Between
scriptural foundations for laying on hands and
a prayer from the earliest layer of written texts
for the liturgy, we see that the essential elements
of ordination are very ancient!
The prayer is not only ancient, but also very
beautiful! There is not space in this article to
touch on all of the content of this richly textured prayer, but I want to point out three
things you can listen for as you attend the ordination or watch it on TV:
• First, there are abundant references to
figures who exercised a priestly role in
Scripture. Moses and Aaron are singled out
as ministers whom God chose to “govern
and sanctify” the people, along with the 70
wise men who received the spirit of Moses
and the sons of Aaron. Finally, Christ the
true high priest is invoked as the one who
consecrated the Apostles and made them
sharers in His mission. From these great
figures, we see that the priesthood has
certain duties—“governing, teaching and
sanctifying,”—and that the priesthood is
handed on from one generation to the next
in service of God and His people.
• Next, the Bishop prays that the candidate
be a “worthy co-worker with our Order.”

1.

Produces an opportunity for Catholic entities and parishioners to be better stewards of
the gifts entrusted to them by God.
2. Creates an investment pool so all entities can participate and take advantage of the
economies of scale, thus a better return.
3. Guarantees all investments are managed according to the Socially Responsible Investing
guidelines established by the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops.
4. Assures all gifts contributed to our church’s care are directed to the ministry designated
by the donor.
5. Provides for an identifiable vehicle in which Catholic entities and parishioners may turn
to establish and manage their parish, school or special ministry endowment funds.
6. Investment objectives are pursued with consideration for Catholic moral and social
teaching.
7. Foundation staff will have the expertise to assist donors with challenging financial planning.
8. Through the creation of endowments for parishes, schools and other ministries, the
Catholic Foundation helps financially sustain Catholic ministries well into the future.
9. Assists with legacy planning marketing efforts for all Catholic agencies.
10. Investment management responsibility of the funds will be transferred to the Catholic
Foundation relieving local ministries of those time-consuming duties.

Participation in the Catholic Foundation is voluntary. Catholic entities and parishioners will
choose to participate to help support and meet the goals and objectives of their respective ministries.
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Hundreds gather on ND capitol steps
to thank legislators, Gov. Dalrymple

Photos courtesy of Deacon Joe Krupinsky.

BISMARCK – Despite temperatures in the low 30s (and brisk
wind chills even colder) hundreds met on the steps of the N.D. state
capitol April 17 to show their appreciation for five pro-life bills that
were passed during the 2013 legislative session.
Thanks to the hard work of students from St. Mary’s Central
High School (who shoveled 18 inches of snow off the capitol steps
before the event), event organizer Marlo Nelson from Badlands
Right to Life, and Eckroth Music (which provided the audio
equipment), a variety of speakers addressed the outdoor crowd,
including:
• Bishop David Kagan (Diocese of Bismarck)
• Fr. Frank Pavone (Priests for Life)
• Tom Freier (N.D. Family Alliance)
• Christopher Dodson (N.D. Catholic Conference)
• Shanley Teens for Life (Shanley High School)
• Janne Myrdal (N.D. Concerned Women for America)

“We’re standing not on a political
platform, we’re standing on the
platform of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and that is life!”
-Fr. Frank Pavone,
national director, Priests for Life
“Life is always precious. The life of
the mother is precious and the life
of the child is precious. And women
have the power within them, given
by God, to go through those things
and choose life.”
-Janne Myrdal,
N.D. state director,
Concerned Women for America

“We are not some casual and meaningless product of evolution. Each of us is
the result of a thought of God. Each of
us is willed. Each of us is loved. Each of
us is necessary.”
-Bishop David Kagan, quoting Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI
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Shanley Teens for Life

“When they…tell us that North Dakota
is turning the clock back, let’s tell them
the truth: that clock was broke 40 years
ago. When they tell us we’ve stopped the
wheels of progress, tell them that that
train derailed with Roe.”
-Christopher Dodson,
executive director,
N.D. Catholic Conference

A video recap of the event can be found at vimeo.com/bismarckdiocese/proliferally.
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Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Church

A parish home in a booming community
By Tanya Watterud
The discovery of oil and the development of
new technologies to extract it from the earth
deep below the topsoil of western North Dakota
are bringing jobs, people and a new way of life
to many in Stanley.
In 2000, well before the oil boom hit, the
parishioners of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Catholic Church in Stanley had a decision to
make. The church “needed a lot of work,” said
Betty Kudrna, a parishioner since 1965. “We
didn’t really have that much money, but the
cost of repairing it would be a lot.”
So Fr. Wayne Sattler, the pastor at the time,
and the parishioners pooled their creativity and
resources to build the beautiful brick structure
which now stands as a sign of stability in this
rapidly changing community.
They didn’t know at the time that, just over
a decade after the new church opened, it would
be home to a diverse population of parishioners
from across the country who would travel to
North Dakota to live and work in the industry
that has provided much needed jobs during a
time of economic struggles in the United States.
This diversity led Fr. Gary Benz, who has
been pastor since June 2012,
to order missals that include
some Spanish songs, looking ahead to the day when
the Spanish language might
be incorporated into the
liturgies there. Most of the
Hispanics he knows speak
Fr. Gary Benz
English well, but he recognizes that familiar hymns could make them feel
more at home.
“I wish I had more Spanish,” Fr. Benz said
of his language skills. “I admire the faith of the
Hispanic people. There’s a [sense of] devotion to it . . . kissing medals, kissing the rosary,
kneeling before the Madonna and spending
time in prayer . . . but if they had a Spanish
Mass, I think they could enter more deeply into
the mystery.”

Calling Stanley ‘home’
Two years ago, Bryan and Magda Lowery
came to Stanley from Texas with Bryan’s employer, Whiting Oil and Gas. Magda, an engineer and American citizen, had lived in Mexico
and the two met when they were working on a
project together. Although she’s fluent in English, her first language is Spanish and she was

Magda and Bryan Lowery moved to Stanley from Texas for
Bryan’s job with Whiting Oil and Gas. They are expecting a
baby girl in August. Photos by Tanya Watterud.

happy to see the Spanish songs in the missals at
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church.
Bryan’s work schedule includes Sundays off
so the Lowerys are able to attend Sunday morning Mass, but that’s not the case for many who
work in the industry. Sixty-hour work weeks
are not uncommon, and, with most positions,
Sunday is just another work day. Fr. Benz includes his cell phone number in the parish bulletin so oil industry workers can call to receive
the sacraments when they are able.
“Housing, of course, is the biggest issue for
guys in our industry,” Bryan said. “I was up here
about three months before my wife was able to
come up.” For that reason, the new parishioners
at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church are
primarily men. They work in North Dakota and
send money to their families in other states.
It’s difficult for them, Fr. Benz said. When they
return after a visit to their families, they proudly pull out their cell phones to show him the
pictures they took of their wives and children
while they were home.
Although new construction and renovated
properties have provided a significant amount
of housing in Stanley, the rents are sometimes
too high even for those who work in the oil
industry, which typically pays better than other
types of work. “People asking $2,000 [rent] for
an 800-square-foot one-bedroom apartment
– that’s one of the reasons people can’t bring
their families,” Bryan said. “It’s sad to see, but
it’s one of those things.”

Blessings and paying them forward

Donald and Betty Kudrna have been parishioners at Queen of
the Most Holy Rosary in Stanley since 1965.

erys, and their church is a big part of that. “My
wife and I are very happy that we have a place
like Queen of the Most Holy Rosary to go to,”
Bryan said, and they feel blessed to have Fr.
Benz as their priest. “He’s so good with everybody, the youth, the married couples – people
like me – and the seniors. He’s a good man.”

Changed, yet the same
Betty Kudrna reflected on Stanley, her home
of over 45 years, and the boom created by the
oil-related work that is expected to continue
for decades. “I think it has quieted down some
compared to when it first began about two
years ago. We like our home. As far as the oil
activity, it doesn’t bother us in any way.”
Many things have changed in this once quiet
community. For the local residents who own
mineral acres, their income may have increased
by hundreds or thousands of dollars per month
depending on how many mineral acres they
own and whether an oil well is pumping on
that land. Those without mineral acres aren’t
experiencing that financial boom, but business
owners reap the benefits of increased customers
and young people no longer have to leave the
community to find employment.
Even with all of the change, long-time traditions continue.
As he has done for years, Donald Kudrna still
goes to Joyce’s Cafe in the mornings and afternoons to visit with friends. “That’s been going
on since way before the oil came,” Betty said. “If
you have an oil well or if you don’t, it doesn’t
really matter.” All the people still get along with
each other just fine.
Fr. Benz is also pastor of the Church of St. Ann
in Berthold.

Magda, the youngest of 10 children, grew up
in a strong Catholic family. “She was Catholic
even before birth,” Bryan said with a smile. He
was raised Protestant and became Catholic in
his 20s at the urging of his first wife. “At the
time, I didn’t really have an understanding of it.
I went through the classes and became Catholic.
It was one of the best decisions I ever made in
my life.”
His first wife died and they had no children.
He resigned himself to the fact that he would
never be a father, then he met Magda. “This is
a blessing beyond what you could imagine,” he
said. “I’d come to the conclusion that I wouldn’t
be a father. I was blessed with meeting Magda
and, here we are, expecting a baby girl in August . . . Magda already has me wrapped around
one finger and this baby will have me wrapped
around another.”
“My wife and I believe that our blessings
need to be paid forward,” Bryan said, and
Whiting Oil and Gas helps them increase the
financial gifts they
can give. “My tithes, I
Catholic elementary
turned them into my
company at the end
school job openings
of the year, and they
Saint Bernard Mission School,
matched them. I was
Standing Rock Indian Reservation
really excited that my
company does that.”
Principal: Saint Bernard Mission
That’s how Queen
School (Fort Yates, ND), a K-6
of the Most Holy
school with 70-75 students on the
Standing Rock Indian Reservation,
Rosary Church got
is seeking a full-time school
the newly constructed
>`ÃÌÀ>ÌÀvÀÌ iÓä£ÎÓä£{ÃV Þi>À°čµÕ>wi`>««V>Ì
stable for their Nativii`ÃÌLi>«À>VÌV} >Ì V>`Ü}ÌÜÀÌÜ>À`> ÀÌ 
ity scene. Bryan and
>Ì>č`ÃÌÀ>ÌÀ½Ã iÀÌwV>Ì°
Magda also helped
purchase a few of the
Other Openings at Saint Bernard Mission School
 U-iVÀiÌ>ÀÞ
figurines. Bryan said
 U`iÀ}>ÀÌiÌi>V iÀ
many people never
 U*À>ÀÞ}À>`iÃ£ÎÌi>V iÀÌÜvÕÌi«ÃÌÃ®
hear of the numerous
 UÌiÀi`>Ìi}À>`iÃ{ÈÌi>V iÀÌÜvÕÌi«ÃÌÃ®
benefits oil industry
companies bring to
For more information, contact either Sister Richardé Marie
communities, like
Wolf, SSND, at 701-854-7413 or Fr. Basil Atwell at
701-290-6852. Or you may email inquiries or resume to
matching gifts.
Sister Richardé at srmwolfssnd@gmail.com or Fr. Basil at
Stanley is startL>Ã°>ÌÜiJ}>°VÀÃi`ÀiÃÕiÌ*" ÝÎ{]
ing to feel more like
ÀÌ9>ÌiÃ]
xnxÎn°či`>ÌiÀiÃ«ÃiÃÀiµÕiÃÌi`°
home for the Low-
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“Preaching” from her pages…or not
Armstrong publishes two more books on faith

By Matthew Kurtz
Once upon a time, Patti Armstrong wrote
for the National Enquirer. That was before she
“gave her writing to God.”
Under the pen name Julie Sommers, Armstrong worked on three assignments (and only
published one) for the gossip magazine 22 years
ago as a mother hoping to support her young
family living in Kalispell, Mont.
Since then, Patti has dramatically altered the
focus of her writing, begun using her real name
on her work, and the Armstrongs have moved
from Kalispell to Bismarck—a move that
inspired her latest book on faith, “Dear God, I
Don’t Get It.”
“I was once a secular writer who thought
religion writing would be boring,” she said. But
now, she writes stories of people “embracing
their Catholic faith” that she says are far from
being duds. In fact, “Dear God” is a children’s
book inspired by a true story with “dramatic
adventures” that are still real-life occurrences,
she said.
Armstrong, a mother of 10, has added a
personal flair to “Dear God,” giving the main
characters the names and personalities of her
three oldest sons. The nationally released story
takes place in Bismarck, N.D. and the family
attends the “Church of the Holy Spirit.”
The book even mentions
the Bismarck Tribune (the
current newspaper in the
capital city), Will-Moore
school (an elementary
school near downtown
Bismarck) and The Paul
and Mark Show: P.M. in the
A.M. (similar to the name of
a popular local radio show
co-hosted by Armstrong’s
husband for many years). But
ultimately, the story is about
faith.
“You don’t hand children
the Catechism [of the Catholic Church], you don’t hand them a religion
book…you hand them a storybook,” said Armstrong, who taught faith formation for 10 years.
“In that story are the elements of their faith being lived out. It’s almost teaching them through
osmosis.”
In “Dear God,” the main character Aaron
struggles with prayer. He prays that his family
will stay in Kalispell but becomes discouraged
and confused when his prayer isn’t answered.
Then he discovers that his brother was actually praying for his family to leave Kalispell and
move to Bismarck. In the end, Aaron doesn’t
lose his faith in God and comes to understand
“that having a friendship with God means
trusting and letting God be in charge,” Armstrong explained.

Big hearted
“Dear God” isn’t the only story recently
released by Armstrong, who has been publishing books for 11 years; “Big Hearted: Inspir-

Holy Father’s
Prayer Intentions
JUNE

Mutual Respect. That a culture of dialogue, listening, and
mutual respect may prevail among peoples.
New Evangelization. That where secularization is strongest, Christian communities may effectively promote a
new evangelization.

JULY

World Youth Day. That World Youth Day in Brazil may
encourage all young Christians to become disciples and
missionaries of the Gospel.
Asia. That throughout Asia doors may be open to messengers of the Gospel.
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Good men never
stop learning
Fr. Ehli to pursue canon law
degree in Rome

Patti Armstrong has been writing books on faith for 11 years
and currently has nine books in publication. Her newest
children’s book, “Dear God, I Don’t Get It” takes place in Bismarck N.D. and mentions actual elements of life in Bismarck
including the Bismarck Tribune and Will-Moore school.

ing Stories from Everyday Families” was also
published last month. “Big Hearted” is a series
of short stories about the triumphs, struggles
and sorrows of family life. In it, Armstrong uses
a format similar to that used in the bestselling “Amazing Grace” series she wrote
with Jeff Cavins and Matthew Pinto.
Armstrong co-authored “Big Hearted”
with Theresa Thomas, a cancer survivor and mother of nine.
It’s a glimpse inside family life,
Armstrong said, “because so often
we’re looking from the outside and
feeling like we don’t measure up.” The
publication of “Big Hearted” brings
Armstrong’s total of books in publication to nine, with one temporarily
out of print.
“It’s the Holy Spirit,” Armstrong
explained when asked how she
finds the individual stories for her
books. “If I have a book to write, I know the
stories are going to come because they’re out
there. Everybody has a story.”

Pulpit on a page?
After making the decision to leave the Enquirer, Armstrong now considers her Catholic,
faith-based books a “huge evangelization tool.”
“Through stories there’s no preaching, and
yet the story is told in a powerful way,” she
commented. “It’s so exciting to see God working in people’s lives, to [see people] go from
desperation to triumphant. Even if somebody
isn’t religious at all, they’re seeing people [who
are] living their life with God in it. And amazing things happen when you do that.”
Her efforts won’t be ending any time soon.
Students at the Church of Christ the King in
Mandan and Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in
Bismarck have used “Dear God” in class, and
Armstrong is contracted to make it a threebook series. Now that she has given her gift of
writing to God, Armstrong is confident in His
guidance for her stories.
“The key is that spark of the divine that we
all have access to and that we all marvel in when
we experience it,” she said. “And sometimes we
experience it through the stories of others.”
______________________________________
Dear God, I Don’t Get It
By Patti Maguire Armstrong, Illustrated by Shannon
Wirrenga - Available at local bookstores, online or from
Liguori Publications

Big Hearted: Inspiring Stories from Everyday
Families
By Patti Armstrong and Theresa Thomas - Available at
local bookstores, online or from Scepter Publishers

By Nicholas Trout
When it comes to canon law, there is a lot
to know. It takes someone with a keen mind,
a deep desire and a good
heart to pursue a degree
in this subject. Beginning
in October of this year, Fr.
Josh Ehli will accept the
challenge and begin his
studies to earn a degree in
canon law with the hopes
Fr. Josh Ehli
of better serving the Diocese of Bismarck.
A degree in canon law is an ecclesiastical
degree which allows an individual to act as a
lawyer in church affairs. In the case of Ehli,
the training and degree will pertain specifically to the Holy Roman Catholic Church. It
is different from a degree in civil law in that
it deals with the internal affairs and teachings
of the Church and not with external matters.
With his degree in canon law, Ehli will be
well-trained to advise Bishop Kagan in matters pertaining to Church law. “If you think
about the American government—legislative, judicial, and executive—the bishop is all
of those in the Church,” described Ehli. “He
makes the laws when he has to, he executes
the law, and he acts as the judiciary of the
law’s application.”
His degree will also be of great assistance
to the diocesan marriage tribunal. Ehli is an
advocate for the tribunal and has been of
great assistance to the diocese in this way,
particularly in the difficult area of annulments.
Studying canon law is not entirely new to
Ehli. During his time serving the Diocese of
Bismarck, Bishop Paul Zipfel assigned Ehli to
one year of canon law studies and had begun
preparing him to serve the diocese to this
end. Bishop David Kagan has now assigned
Ehli to finish his degree and complete the
course that Kagan’s predecessor had begun.
Ehli admitted that becoming a lawyer in
canon law wasn’t directly his choice, but said
he certainly doesn’t regret it. “I believe it to
be the will of God as revealed to me initially
by Bishop Zipfel,” he said. “It won’t do harm
to me and ultimately it will be good for me
and the people of God in the diocese.”
Earning his degree will take Ehli away
from North Dakota for two years, as his
studies take place at the Angelicum; the University of St. Thomas in Rome. After being
a priest in the diocese for four years, serving
first as the chaplain at Trinity High School
in Dickinson and now the parochial vicar at
the Churches of St. Joseph in Williston and
St. John the Baptist in Trenton, he admitted
that leaving would not be easy. He believed
the sacrifice would be well worth it, however,
and not without some consolations.
“There’s a bitter sweetness,” Ehli said.
“There’s a bitterness in being somewhat
removed from all the wonderful things that
are happening here and the wonderful life of
a pastor… That sadness gives away to a real
excitement—the excitement of being back in
Rome, which is where I spent five very happy
years at the seminary. It is a place where the
Lord taught me about Himself, myself and
my vocation.”
Ehli also expressed excitement about
the hopes of meeting Pope Francis and, of
course, enjoying the sights and cuisine that
Rome has to offer. “The studies will be challenging and I will need a lot of grace and
prayer. I ask for prayers that I can be formed
in mind to best serve the people of God,” he
said.

Dakota Catholic Action • 11

June 2013

Immigration reform from a Catholic perspective
Balancing
Church
and State
Christopher Dodson
Executive Director,
ND Catholic Conference

For years the Catholic bishops of the United
States have called for comprehensive immigration
reform, and for just as many years congress has
failed to fix the nation’s broken immigration system. Instead of authentic reform, the nation has
been subjected to costly enforcement measures
that have failed to stop unauthorized entry and
have hurt families and communities.
The federal government has spent $150 billion
on enforcement since 2000, but the number of
undocumented immigrants has increased from
7 million in 2000 to 11 million today. Sixteen
billion dollars was spent last year on immigration enforcement, which is more than was spent
by any other enforcement agency in the federal
government. A record 411,000 immigrants were
deported last year, with about 100,000 parents
deported and separated from their U.S. citizen
children. Clearly, an enforcement-only immigration policy does not work.
The bishops do not seek a more humane immigration system solely because the church in
the United States has an immigrant history or
because most migrants today are Catholic, though
that history and experience is relevant. Bishops
and lay leaders witness first-hand the failings and
injustices of the current system. That experience
provides working knowledge of what will and will
not work as a solution. God has actually instructed us to draw from our immigrant experience
when it comes to our own treatment of immigrants. Repeatedly, God told the Israelites to love

and treat the alien with justice “for that is what
you were in the land of Egypt.” (Dt. 10:19; cf. Ex.
22:21, 23:9, Lv 19:34, Dt. 23:7.)
Experience is important, but the bishops’
position is also rooted in the natural law and the
church’s social doctrine. The Catechism states:
“. . . more prosperous nations are obliged, to the
extent they are able, to welcome the foreigner in
search of the security and the means of livelihood
which he cannot find in his country of origin.
Public authorities should see to it that the natural
right is respected that places a guest under the
protection of those who receive him.” (No. 2241.)
Denver archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, in an address
to Regis University on immigration, reminded
his audience that the right to migration is rooted
in the natural law. He noted that Pope Pius XII
reflected that “the natural law itself…urges that
ways of migration be opened to…those who have
been forced by revolutions in their own countries,
or by unemployment or hunger to leave their
homes and live in foreign lands.”
In addition, there are the principles of Catholic
social doctrine that apply to all public policies.
Immigration policies, like any other policy, must
give priority to the life and dignity of the human
person, especially the family. They must respect
the right to seek work and to work in humane
conditions. They cannot be shaped solely by economic considerations. They cannot be tarnished
by racism, nativism, or elitism, but must respect
the equal dignity of all human persons.
The bishops have identified several elements
that a reform measure should include. The California bishops recently, and succinctly, identified
them as:
1. An earned path to full legal status, and
eventual citizenship, that is reasonable and
attainable;
2. Provision for immigrants brought here as
minors to swiftly gain legal status to continue their education and enter the workforce;
3. The reduction of immigration application
backlogs so that families may be united
more quickly;
4. A temporary worker program that is safe,

Grandparents’ Day

Grandparents were invited to join
students at the Grandparents’ Day
Mass at St. Mary’s Central High School
in Bismarck on April 24. After Mass,
everyone shared a meal at the school.

Photos courtesy of Deacon Joe Krupinsky.

workable for families, and fair to all workers, immigrants and non-immigrants alike;
5. Restoration of due process protections restored for all immigrants involved with the
immigration justice system;
6. The protection of refugees and unaccompanied immigrant children; and
7. A way of addressing the root causes of immigration.
For the first time in a long while, there exists
a real possibility that congress and the president
may enact comprehensive reform. The bipartisan “Gang of Eight” has crafted an immigration
reform blueprint for the senate that may provide
a vehicle for true reform. The U.S. bishops have
responded to the proposal with optimism, though
a final position will depend on the legislation’s
details.
Let us pray that our nation will finally commit
to a just and humane immigration system.

What does the future
hold for ND’s new
pro-life measures?
By Christopher Dodson
During the 2013 N.D. legislative session,
lawmakers passed four bills and one proposed
constitutional amendment (HB 1305, HB
1456, SB 2305, SB 2368 and SCR 4009—see
page 8 for more info).
Legislation usually goes into effect on August 1. If there were no challenges or referrals
the four bills (HB 1305, HB 1456, SB 2305 and
SB 2368) would become law that day.
Referral possibility
 	 Two individuals have started gathering
signatures to refer three of the four bills: HB
1305, HB 1456, and SB 2305. They have until
June 24 to gather the 13,452 signatures needed
to refer the measure. If they succeed, enforcement of the laws is placed on hold until the
June 2014 election.
 	 If the voters approve the measures, they
would go into effect 30 days after the June
2014 election, unless the measures are challenged in court.
Court challenge
 	 If the measures are not referred they will
go into effect on August 1—unless they are
challenged in court. In these types of cases, the
court will usually grant an immediate temporary injunction preventing the law from going
into effect until the court thoroughly reviews
the challenge, which could take years.
 	 The abortion clinic has stated that it will
challenge HB 1456, the post-heartbeat ban.
If the measures are referred and if the voters
approve the measures, the clinic could still
challenge the bills in court when they would
go into effect in July 2014. In other words,
referring the measures might only delay litigation.
Editor’s note: On May 15, 2013, the Center
for Reproductive Rights announced that it has
filed a motion in the East Central District Court
on behalf of Red River Women’s Clinic to block
implementation of SB 2305 (which requires
abortionists to have local hospital admitting
privileges). The center also stated its intention
to block the state’s prenatal anti-discrimination
law.
“It is shocking that only days after a Pennsylvania jury found abortionist Kermit Gosnell
guilty of 237 counts of flaunting laws to protect
women’s and children’s health, the Red River
Women’s Clinic seeks to block a law enacted to
prevent horrors like those committed by Gosnell,” said Dodson. “The clinic’s actions reveal
a sad disregard for women’s health. Let us pray
that justice prevails.”
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Rejuvenating the Vatican with youth
Becker attends First International
Meeting of Young Catholics in Rome
By Cassandra Becker
Our modern culture likes to argue that the Vatican is a thing of the past. It is not for the youth; it
is old, outdated and not fashionable. The faithful
know that this is far from the truth. The Vatican
exists for all ages, including the youth. However,
this cultural mindset needs to be changed.
To help close the gap between the youth and
the Vatican, the pontifical councils have united to
form the International Council of Young Catholics for Social Justice sponsored by the Vatican.
The committee consists of 100 young people from
around the world, and I was fortunate to attend
the First International Meeting of Young Catholics in Vatican City and Rome, Italy from March
20-24, 2013.
When people ask me how I became a member of this conference, I simply grin; the entire
process was a complete surprise. I received an
email from a friend who lives in Rome urging me
to apply. My first reaction was doubt; there was
no way that I would be chosen. Nevertheless, I applied and the Lord opened every door and (to my
shock) I was accepted and found myself travelling
to Italy within a few weeks.
The main purpose of the meeting was to collaborate about ideas on how to help connect the
Vatican and the youth. The focus was to develop
a global organization (both virtual and real) of
young Catholics. A project this enormous is not
an easy task and the work of the meeting was
strenuous. There were four main objectives of the
group:
1) To favor the presence of the youth in the
life of the Church through an active, visible and
courageous witness of the Christian faith;
2) To share ideas and experiences of evangelization, especially in the field of social justice
(which is the true emergency of our time);
3) To create an awareness of Catholicism so
that it rediscovers the pride of its own identity,

Cassandra Becker, a member of the Church of St. Mary in Bismarck, met people from all over the world while attending a conference at the Vatican for young Catholics. She is pictured above
(left) with new friends from South Korea, Germany and Hungary.

of which the Holy Father is the constant sign of
continuity;
4) To defend the Christian faith against the
case of false, factious and instrumental attacks
on behalf of individuals, groups and political or
media powers.
Experts in the three areas of family, work and
the public’s role in religion were present and
spoke each morning on topics relating to the new
evangelization. As I mentioned, this was an international conference; there were literally people
present from all over the world. I have always
been told that the Catholic church is universal.
Because of this conference, that concept is now
absolutely concrete.

Becker poses with the apostolic blessing she received
from Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI two days before his resignation. Recipients of an apostolic blessing may obtain
a plenary indulgence if they say certain prayers for the
pope’s intentions and receive the sacraments of penance
and Eucharist.

There were perks to being in a council at the
Vatican: Pope Benedict gave each participant an
apostolic blessing (two days before he resigned)!
We also visited the tomb of Blessed John Paul II
and had a private tour of St. Peter’s Basillica. To
top it off, the newly appointed Pope Francis sent
our group a letter of encouragement during the
meeting and had 50 of us carry palms for Palm
Sunday Mass.
This initiative continues even today. Our work
is not finished, and although I am not certain
the exact role I will continue to have within this
council, I do know that this initiative is beautiful
for the Church. As a member of the Diocese of
Bismarck I was so proud to represent the Midwest and to bring the beautiful treasures that we
have within our own community to the rest of
the world. As a diocese we can do much through
prayer to help connect the youth and the Vatican.
I urge you all to pray for the First International
Council of Young Catholics for Social Justice.

A Joyful Spirit: Girls, God and fun
at Annunciation Monastery
For girls entering 6th, 7th and 8th grades

.ZQLIa)]O][\IU\W"XU
Enjoy a fun day of prayer and activities
with the Benedictine sisters of Annunciation
Monastery, Bismarck! The day includes
meeting new friends (including the sisters!),
prayer, games, crafts, food and fun! For more
information and to register, please contact
Sister Hannah Vanorny at 701-425-9734 or
email: vocations@annunciationmonastery.org.
Pre-registration is required.
Suggested donation: $5/includes food and craft supplies.

Annunciation Monastery
7520 University Dr., Bismarck, ND 58504
___IVV]VKQI\QWVUWVI[\MZaWZO
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Prenuptial agreements
Putting conditions on consent can invalidate a marriage
By Fr. Paul Duchschere
Diocese of Fargo
We’re all affected by the world. (By the
“world” I am referring to those people, institutions, and philosophies that are attempting
to live this life unaffected by the living God.
Remember the three classic foes against God?
“The world, the flesh, and the Devil.” That
world.) Even if we are doing our best, we are
often sucked into a worldly idea/concept that is
at odds with the will of God.
And the “world” continues to get it wrong
about marriage. I guess I won’t try to argue the
motivation that is behind some ideas concerning
marriage, but I will say that they are against the
will of God. Marriage is God’s thing – not ours.
Marriage is predicated upon God doing
something – namely, making the two one. In
our Catholic life, we call that very act a “sacrament.” It is a holy thing. Of all the seven sacraments, it is the one that is most “familiar” to all,
even unbelievers – as every nation and people in
the world has the institution of marriage – and
for that very fact it can take on permutations
according to the whims and desires of all, even
unbelievers. But as Catholics, our faith tells us

that marriage is of God and is a gift from God.
We don’t mess with it.
And so I get to the topic of prenuptial agreements (“prenups”). They aren’t new — they’ve
been around for years — but they’ve become
more and more common in our day and age,
and have started to rear their ugly heads among
Catholics. It is time to say a few things about
them.
God will make the two one in marriage only
if they both consent to it fully and freely. That
means, among other things, that they do it without conditions. That’s why the marriage vows
have always included phrases like, “For better,
for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and
in health . . .” With that phraseology we are saying, “I will take you forever, no matter what happens.” And once we have stated that before God,
he does his thing: he makes the two one — the
sacrament of marriage.
Every couple still says those same vows — and
they want to. They desire a love commitment
without conditions. But now . . . more and more
of those same couples are signing prenups . . .
and so introducing conditions into their marriage consent.

The Church is extremely concerned about
this, because when one introduces conditions
into one’s consent, it invalidates the marriage.
Yes, you read that correctly. God will not make
two one if they do not want it fully and freely.
And when conditions are present they do not
want it fully. For example, if the vows themselves
were re-written to say, “I take you for better, for
richer, and in health,” what would you think of
that? You would see immediately that they are
no longer getting into this relationship with the
mindset with which God created it.

What does Catholic social justice mean?
The seven themes of Catholic social teaching

By Catholic Charities N.D.
Social Justice Committee
1) Life and dignity of the human person
The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the
human person is the foundation of a moral
vision for society. This belief is the foundation
of all the principles of our social teaching.
• Do I respect the life and dignity of every
human person from conception through
natural death?
• Do I recognize the face of Christ reflected
in all others around me whatever their
race, class, age, or abilities?
2) Call to family, community
and participation
Marriage and the family are the central
social institutions that must be supported and
strengthened, not undermined. We believe
people have a right and a duty to participate
in society, seeking together the common good
and well being of all, especially the poor and
vulnerable.
• Are my beliefs, attitudes, and choices such
that they strengthen or undermine the
institution of the family?
• Do my attitudes and interactions empower or disempower others?
3) Rights and responsibilities
Every person has a fundamental right to
life and a right to those things required for
human decency. Corresponding to these
rights are duties and responsibilities—to one
another, to our families and to the larger society.
• Do I live in material comfort and excess
while remaining insensitive to the needs
of others whose rights are unfulfilled?
• Do I urge those in power to implement
programs and policies that give priority
to the human dignity and rights of all,
especially the vulnerable?

4) Option for the poor and vulnerable
A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred
by deepening divisions between rich and

poor, we must put the needs of the poor and
vulnerable first.
• Am I disproportionately concerned for
my own good at the expense of others?
5) The dignity of work and the
rights of workers
If the dignity of work is to be protected,
then the basic rights of workers must be
respected--the right to productive work, to
decent and fair wages, to the organization and
joining of unions, to private property, and to
economic initiative.
• As a worker, do I give my employer a fair
day’s work for my wages? As an employer,
do I treat workers fairly?
• Do I support the rights of all workers to
adequate wages, health insurance, vacation and sick leave? Do I affirm their
right to form or join unions or worker
associations?
6) Solidarity
We are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our brothers’ and
sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be. At the
core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit
of justice and peace.
• Is solidarity incorporated into my prayer
and spirituality? Do I lift up vulnerable people throughout the world in my
prayer, or is it reserved for only my personal concerns?
• Am I attentive only to my local neighbors
or also those across the globe?
7) Care for God’s creation
We are called to protect people and the
planet, living our faith in relationship with
all of God’s creation. This environmental
challenge has fundamental moral and ethical
dimensions that cannot be ignored.
• Do I litter? Live wastefully? Use energy
too freely? Are there ways I could reduce
consumption in my life?
• Are there ways I could change my daily
practices and those of my family, school,
workplace, or community to better
conserve the earth’s resources for future
generations?

But to have a prenup does the same thing.
Even if the couple uses the full language of the
vows at the ceremony, they are still introducing
conditions concerning the relationship that take
it outside the pale of what we call sacramental
marriage. For the Catholic follower of Jesus
Christ, it is not right or permissible to change
the very idea of what is to be happening. God
will not make the two one if their consent is not
full and not free, and that means the “attempt”
at marriage would be invalid. No sacrament
would be celebrated.
We are going to be adding a question to our
marriage papers that asks the couple if they have
a prenuptial agreement. If there is one, it needs
to be sent to our Marriage Tribunal to receive
the approval of the bishop. This approval doesn’t
happen very often, due to the very nature of
prenups. Such an agreement between two elderly
people to deal with inheritance issues might be
acceptable (although that too can easily be dealt
with in their wills, rather than in a prenup). If
the prenup is found to be invalidating, then they
will not be able to be married in the Catholic
Church. We cannot fake a sacrament. If they do
wish to be married in the Church the prenup
must be repudiated. A prenup pollutes a person’s
consent, and that makes the attempted marriage
invalid.
As a pastor, I strongly encourage all Catholics
to not get involved with prenups. If there are issues in the relationship that need to be resolved,
a prenup is not the way to go: it simply leaves
open — and often invites — an easier “escape”
from the marriage . . . and what can that mean
but that the consent was not full from the very
beginning. This is a matter of validity, not just a
nicety. We cannot give dispensations for something that inherently invalidates a marriage from
the beginning.
Catholic attorneys should also be very much
aware of the canonical effects of prenups if they
are involved in them.
If this all sounds foreign and harsh, that is
exactly a sign of how the world has infected our
ideas concerning marriage. The sacrament of
marriage is not ours, it is God’s. Amen.
Adapted from the Jan. 13, 2013 edition of the
bulletin of Sts. Anne and Joachim Church, Fargo,
where Father Duchschere serves as pastor.
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Travel, hospitality and stewardship

Stewardship
Ron Schatz
Office of Stewardship &
Resource Development

As we approach the Memorial Day holiday,
many people begin their summer travel plans.
Often our parishes see an increased number of
visitors during the summer months. Some of
these visitors are family and relatives “coming
home” to a parish they once belonged to or are
very familiar with. Other people are visiting
your parish for the first time.
How well does your parish extend warm
hospitality to visitors? Our parishes that are
promoting stewardship as a way of life know
that hospitality is one of the cornerstones of
stewardship. What is hospitality? Serving coffee
and donuts after Mass is one way of welcoming
visitors and fellow worshipers, but it is more
than that as well.
A fundamental aspect of hospitality includes
greeting and treating all who come in contact
with your church, rectory or parish office with
a genuine spirit of compassion and love and
to receive others as Christ would receive them.
It should not matter if a visitor or caller is the
bishop or someone who has never visited or
called your parish before. Those who come to
your church or call the parish should be able to
see the love of God in those who represent the
parish; through their words, actions and, indeed, their very presence. Hospitality is not just
the job of the ministers of hospitality or ushers.
It is the obligation of everyone associated with
your parish, from the pastor to the groundskeeper to the parishioners who worship and give
of their time at the parish. It is important for all
parishes to reflect on what it means to welcome
each parishioner and visitor, be they strangers
or not, as Christ would welcome them.

Do you know who the patron saint is for
travelers? It is St. Anthony, who is probably better known as the “finder of lost articles.” St. Anthony of Padua is one of the most beloved and
admired saints in the church. Because he was a
prolific preacher and witness to the Gospel in
his personal life, he is known as a great stewardship saint.
St. Anthony was born on the feast of the
assumption in Lisbon, Portugal, in 1195 to a
wealthy and educated family of the Portuguese
nobility. He entered the Augustinian religious
community at an early age where he devoted
himself to the study of sacred Scripture and
Latin classics.
He joined the Franciscan Order when he was
26 years old and traveled tirelessly to preach
what it meant to
live according to the
Gospel. He is believed to have made
as many as 400 trips
to towns in both
northern Italy and
southern France.
However, St.
Anthony saw that
preaching was not
enough to help people understand how
to live according to the Gospel. He believed that
he had to give witness to the Gospel by the way
he lived his personal life. He adopted and maintained a simple lifestyle consistent with what he
believed the Gospel was calling him to live.
St. Anthony died in Padua, Italy on June 13,
1231 at the age of 36. He was declared a saint
(canonized) less than one year after his death.
So simple, yet compelling and inspiring was St.
Anthony’s teaching of the Catholic faith that
Pope Pius XII declared him a Doctor of the
Church in 1946.
As we travel during the summer months
ahead of us, may we pray to St. Anthony for safe
travels. When we visit other Catholic churches
while traveling, may we experience warm hospitality. And when we are not traveling, may we
offer warm hospitality at our own parishes to
everyone else, especially to those visitors traveling to your parish for the first time.

You are invited!

Come enjoy a day of family fun on the
farm and Mass with Bishop Kagan at the

Town and Country
Celebration
.FOPLFO /%t+VOF 
Hosted at the Richter family farm along with
Fr. Raphael Obotama and the parishioners of
the Churches of St. Hildegard, Menoken
and Sacred Heart, Wilton
Located at: 8200 145th St. SE, Menoken

From the north: Take I-94 to Menoken Exit 170, go S. on 158th St. 7 miles to
62nd Ave. SE, turn right, go 1 mile W to 145th St. SE, turn left, 1.5 miles S.
From the south: Take Highway 1804 to 145th St. SE, go north 1.5 miles.

t"MMBSFXFMDPNFoZPVOHBOEPME UPXOBOEDPVOUSZ
t3FHJTUSBUJPOCFHJOTBUBN$45
t#MFTTJOHPGBOJNBMT MBOEBOENBDIJOFSZBUOPPO
t'SFFMVODIBOEFOUFSUBJONFOUGPMMPXJOHUIFCMFTTTJOH
t.BTTPVUEPPSTXJUI#JTIPQ,BHBOBUQN
Register for this event by going to bismarckdiocese.com
and clicking on the events tab.

* Bring your lawn chairs, blankets and umbrellas *
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Expressions
of gratitude
Through the generosity of the parishioners in the Diocese of Bismarck, your
contributions to the special national and
universal church collections throughout
the year are forwarded to the appropriate
offices.
Bishop Kagan has received letters of
gratitude from the following organizations:
• National Religious Retirement Office
for $31,992.64 to the 2012 Retirement
Fund for Religious
• USCCB Subcommittee on Catholic
Home Missions for $17,607.38 to the 2012
Catholic Home Missions Appeal
• Catholic Near East Welfare Association
for $3,697.43 to the 2012 World Mission
Sunday collection
• USCCB Office of National Collections
for $7,000 to the 2012 Catholic Relief Services collection
• USCCB Subcommittee on the Church
in Central and Eastern Europe for
$17,845.60 to the 2012 Collection for the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe
• USCCB Subcommittee on the Church
in Latin America for $5,000 to the 2012
Collection for the Church in Latin America

St. Wenceslaus capital
campaign update
DICKINSON — In Oct. 2012, the Church
of Saint Wenceslaus (Dickinson) introduced
the Centennial Renewal Capital Campaign to
renovate and update the historic church in
honor of its centennial year. Msgr. Patrick
Schumacher, pastor, Fr. Kregg Hochhalter,
parochial vicar, and the parishioners are excited
to announce that $1.7 million, (or 67 percent of
the $2.75 million goal) has been raised in cash,
pledges or in-kind gifts. 182 parishioners and
donors have committed this amount. Exciting
to note, over 600 Saint Wenceslaus families are
still discerning their gift to the centennial project to achieve the $1.05 million (or 33 percent)
needed to meet the project goal.
A Mass celebrated by Bishop David Kagan
and ceremonial ground breaking has been set
for August 22, 2013, the feast of the Queenship
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The anticipated
project completion date is April 20, 2014, Easter
Sunday.
May the Lord continue to bless the Centennial Project as Saint Wenceslaus parishioners
are preparing for the future, motivated by their
love of the risen Christ. Anyone interested in
making a donation to the Centennial Renewal
Capital Campaign may send their tax-deductible donation to the Church of Saint Wenceslaus, 505 Third Street East, Dickinson, ND
58601.

NOTICE
There will be no issue of the
Dakota Catholic Action
published in July 2013.
Watch for the next
issue in August.
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Calendar of Events

UPCOMING EVENTS

St. Mary’s parish family in Bismarck, N.D. is
hosting Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom featuring presenter Thomas Smith on
November 8-9, 2013. At the seminar, you
will 1) see how the Gospel witness spread
outward in waves, from Jerusalem to Judea
and Samaria and finally to the ends of the
Earth; 2) share with the early Christians the
joys and struggles of living the life of Christ,
and learn how these apply to us today; 3) see
how the Holy Spirit guided the apostles in the
truth. Smith is the co-author of “Revelation:
The Kingdom Yet to Come” and an international presenter for the Great Adventure Bible
Timeline. To register, contact Diane: 701-2235562 or dianeh@stmarysparishfamily.net. Or
register online at stmarysbismarck.org.

St. Joseph School Centennial Celebration (1913-2013), Celebrating 100
years of Catholic education: Join us on

Saturday, July 6 for an alumni
Mass at 4 p.m. at the Church of
St. Joseph, Mandan, N.D. There
will be a barbeque, refreshments
and entertainment following
Mass. For more information,
visit www.stjosephmandan.
com/100thschool or call 701-663-9562.
Alumni are encouraged to contact the church
with their memories and contact information.
“Watch for us in the Mandan parade on July
4. Cheer us on!”
Come celebrate life as part of the worldwide
celebration of Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel
of Life) at St. Clement’s in Haymarsh,
N.D. on Sunday, June 16. Mass will be
held at 10:30 a.m. followed by a procession,
a potluck meal at noon, and a holy hour at
2 p.m. (times listed are CDT). Call 701-8784167 for more info.

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS,
RELIGIOUS AND
DEACONS SERVING
OUR DIOCESE
An invitation from the
Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club

June 1
June 2
June 3

Fr. Tomy Joseph, MSFX
Deacon Leonard Kordonowy
Bro. Michael Taffe, OSB

Rogation Days
June 12, 14 & 15
The devotional practice of Rogation Days was instituted by the
Church to pray for God’s mercy
for the punishment of man’s sins,
protection from calamities and for
a bountiful harvest. Elements of
this devotion included Mass, praying the Litany of the Saints, and a
procession to bless the fields.
Bishop Kagan asks every Catholic who has celebrated his/her 18th
birthday to observe if possible, the
spirit of Rogation Days on June
12, 14, and 15.
• Fast (one full meal and two
lesser meals) in order to overcome
the temptation to sin and to better
dispose oneself to love and do the
will of God.
• Perform an act of self-denial
in order to seek reconciliation for
sins and the cultivation of personal conversion to the Lord and
greater holiness of life.
• Pray three times each day for
God’s protection from evil, for a
greater and deeper understanding of our Catholic faith, and in
thanksgiving for God’s abundant
blessings.
• Attend and participate at the
holy sacrifice of the Mass once
in the three days and offer Communion for the intentions of the
defense of religious liberty in our
nation and for vocations to the
priesthood and the consecrated
life.

June 4
June 5
June 6
June 7
June 8
June 9
June 10
June 11
June 12
June 13
June 14
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 19
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29
June 30
July 1
July 2
July 3
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 7
July 8
July 9
July 10
July 11
July 12
July 13
July 14
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 19
July 20
July 21
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 25

Sr. Janet Zander, OSB
Sr. Renee Branigan, OSB
Seminarian Christian Rodakowski
Fr. Christopher Kadrmas
Deacon Charles Kramer
Bro. Elias Thienpont, OSB
Sr. Rosanne Zastoupil, OSB
Seminarian Tanner Harris
Fr. Joseph John Kanda
All Seminarians and those
being ordained today
Deacon Joseph Krupinsky
Br. Bertrand Vogelweide, OSB
Sr. Kathryn Zimmer, OSB
Fr. Jerome Kautzman
Deacon Samuel Larson
Fr. Lawrence Wagner
Sr. Kathleen Atkinson, OSB
Sr. Michael Emond, OSB
Fr. Marvin Klemmer
Deacon Michael Marback
Fr. Francis Wehre, OSB
All in Religious Formation
Sr. Melissa Cote, OSB
Fr. Patrick Cunningham
Fr. Russel Kovash
Deacon Morris Martin
All Lay Ministers
Fr. Bruce Krebs
Deacon Joseph Mathern
Fr. Thomas Wordekemper, OSB
Fr. Todd Kreitinger
Deacon Joseph Mattson
Sr. Mariah Dietz, OSB
Fr. Joseph Evinger
Deacon George Maufort, SDS
Sr. Ruth Fox, OSB
Fr. Thomas Grafsgaard
Fr. Johnson Kuriappilly
All Religious in Formation
Abbot Brian Wangler, OSB
Fr. A.R. Kuss
Lay ministers in the diocese
Deacon Stephen Mays
Fr. Albert Leary
Deacon Rex McDowall
Sr. Stephanie Dolyniuk, OSB
Fr. Corey Nelson
Msgr. Gene Lindemann
Deacon Joel Malarvie
All Seminarians
Fr. Sebastian Schmidt, OSB
Sr. Joseph Dukart, OSB

July 26
July 27
July 28
July 29
July 30
July 31

Sr. Annella Gardner, OSB
Fr. Jared Johnson
Fr. Robert Shea
Deacon Gary Mizeur
Br. John Patrick Arnett, OSB
Sr. Delores Heidt, OSB

PLEASE REMEMBER
OUR DECEASED CLERGY
ON THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THEIR DEATH
June 1, 1995
June 2, 1899
June 3, 1979
June 3, 1940
June 6, 1958
June 6, 1916
June 7, 1921
June 9, 1904
June 10, 1921
June 12, 1999
June 14, 1983
June 14, 1969
June 19, 1851
June 21, 1930
June 23, 1991
June 24, 1953
June 25, 1923
June 27, 1990
June 28, 1910
June 29, 1973
June 29, 1970
July 1, 1947
July 1, 1968
July 1, 1990
July 1, 1940
July 2, 1946
July 2, 2008
July 3, 1979
July 4, 2011
July 4, 1968
July 4, 1990
July 4, 1989
July 5, 1977
July 7, 1948
July 7, 1932
July 8, 2007
July 9, 1983
July 9, 2012
July 9, 1989
July 9, 1949

Rev. Joseph Pirc
Rev. Chrysostom Foffa, OSB
Rev. John E. Garvin
Rev. Bruno Suchsland, OSB
Rev. George Splonskowski, OSB
Rev. Joseph Thuille, OSB
Rev. Francis Vindish
Rev. J.F. Malo
Rev. John Westkaemper
Rev. Ladislaus Brydl
Rev. Felix Hummer, OSB
Rev. Joseph Poettgens
Rev. Christian Hoecken, SJ
Rev. Matthew Saettele, OSB
Rev. Anthony Milne, OSB
Rev. Victor Heinen, OSB
Rev. Joseph Stephan
Most Rev. Lambert A. Hoch
Rev. Henry Goldschmidt, C.PP.S.
Rt. Rev. Cuthbert Goeb, OSB
Rev. Charles M. Schneider
Rev. John Burger, OSB
Rev. Donald J. Hagerott
Rev. Vincent Mallifske, C.PP.S.
Rev. Joseph Meiser
Rev. Edward Sladek, OSB
Rev. David Wolf, OSB
Rev. Eugene J. Haspert
Deacon Gary Quintus
Rev. Cyril Ernst, C.PP.S.
Rev. James Reilly, OSB
Rev. Richard Steinemann, C.PP.S.
Msgr. John A. Selder
Rev. Gall Boettcher, OSB
Rev. Leon Favreau
Rev. Edward Korte
Rev. Adam Hunkler, OSB
Rev. Robert “Bob” H. Krystosek
Rev. Anthony Ley, C.PP.S.
Rev. Basil Thum, OSB

July 10, 1964
July 10, 1988
July 11, 1988
July 11, 1957
July 12, 1994
July 15, 1981
July 16, 1947
July 16, 1909
July 20, 1984
July 20, 1910
July 21, 1983
July 22, 1988
July 24, 1959
July 25, 1994
July 26, 1930
July 27, 2003
July 28, 2010
July 28, 1996
July 30, 1972
July 30, 1917
July 30, 1946
July 30, 1953

Rev. Anthony Kopp
Rev. Michael Messer, OSB
Rev. George J. Kovitch
Msgr. Joseph Niebler
Deacon Bruce Bell
Rev. Charles Daleiden, OSB
Rev. Edward O’Neill
Most. Rev. John Shanley
Deacon Michael Kuss
Rev. Francis Weinmann, OSB
Rev. Andrew Wolf, OSB
Rev. Hugh McGovern
Rev. Placidus Sasek, OSB
Deacon Edward Roehrich
Rev. Anthony Nussbaumer, OSB
Rev. Hugo Backes
Rev. Alphonse Jungwirth, C.PP.S.
Rev. George Kraft, C.PP.S.
Rev. Bernhard Eichner
Rev. Martin Kenel, OSB
Rev. Fred J. Schaeper, C.PP.S.
Rev. Martin Stolberg, OSB

CALENDAR
SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action is
published monthly except for July. Material
deadline is noon the first Friday of the month
for the following months’ publication (ex: first
Friday in January for the February issue of
the DCA). Recurring or ongoing events must
be submitted each time they occur to be
included.
ACCEPTED MATERIAL: Brief notices of
upcoming events hosted by diocesan parishes
and institutions. Items are published on a
space available basis.
SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be listed
individually and include:
*Time and date of event
*Full event description including related times
*Complete address of event venue
*Contact information of individual responsible
for submitted material
E-mail: mkurtz@bismarckdiocese.com
Mail: DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck ND 58502-1137

NFP Quick Reference Guide ~ Diocese of Bismarck
For more information contact Amanda Ellerkamp, NFP Coordinator
at 701-590-2837, aellerkamp@bismarckdiocese.com
View class listings and other information at
http://www.facebook.com/NaturalFamilyPlanningBismarckDiocese

Find a certified instructor in your area:
OVULATION Methods:
Beverly Brintnell
Billings Ovulation Method, Minot
701-837-0047
Jessina Kary
Billings Ovulation Method, Dickinson
701-590-0622
ja.designs24@gmail.com
Louise Murphy
Billings Ovulation Method, Mandan
701-220-2625
lmurphy@primecare.org
Molly & Mikey Nydegger
Billings Ovulation Method, Williston
303-525-2824
mnydegger.stjoech@gmail.com
(Cost for 3 sessions, follow-ups as needed and materials is $135.)

Kelli Schneider
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-223-1033
kschneider@bismarckdiocese.com
Jana Heen
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
jheen@bismarckdiocese.com
Tara Rohrich
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
taramrohrich@yahoo.com
(Cost for a full course of instruction plus supplies is $260.)

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods:
Carmen Devney
Northwest Family Services, Bismarck
701-471-2363
hoofprince@hotmail.com
($135 for materials, class series and follow-up)

Priscilla & Bob Keogh
NFP International, Dickinson
701-483-9630
keogh@goesp.com
($70 for 3 class series, including materials)

James & Kimberly Fries
Couple to Couple League, Linton
701-260-3611
Kimberly.fries.1@gmail.com
Scott & Jen Johannsen
Couple to Couple League, Minot
701-837-9768
johan@srt.com
Kevin & Tammy Martian
Couple to Couple League, Mandan
701-471-1549
tammy.martian@gmail.com
(Cost for a 3-class series and materials is $135. You may search for
upcoming classes and register online at www.ccli.org)

Physicians Supportive of NFP:
Laura Archuleta, MD
St. Alexius Center for Family Medicine, Mandan
701-667-4600 or 1-877-530-5550
Danuta Komorowska, MD, MPF & TM
Great Plains Clinic, Dickinson
701-483-6017
Louise Murphy, MD
Mid-Dakota Clinic Gateway, Bismarck
701-530-6243
Updated May 2013

At the Bismarck Civic Center

“Let anyone who thirsts come to Me and drink”
-John 7:37

Over 800 people have registered already!
What are you waiting for? Register today at
bismarckdiocese.com under the events tab.

Who else do you know that is thirsting? Family,
friends, neighbors, coworkers? Come to
THIRST 2013 and bring your friends! The Lord
is inviting...will you let Him quench your thirst?

THIRST is a free conference for people of
HSSHNLZHUKIHJRNYV\UKZ^OV^HU[[VÄUK
meaning in their lives and answers to the
desires of their hearts. You are not alone.
Events of the weekend include presentations
by internationally renowned speakers, time for
prayer, Mass, the sacrament of reconciliation,
a concert by a rock band and more!

October 25-27, 2013

Read the article on page 5 and visit the website
to see all of the useful new features including
[OLWHYPZOHUKZJOVVSÄUKLYWYPLZ[HUK
KPVJLZHUZ[HMMKPYLJ[VY`QVISPZ[PUNZ[OL+HZO
9LWVY[UL^ZHUKL]LU[Z9::MLLKZHUKTVYL

... and after!

Before

Visit us:

June 2013

Bismarck Diocese

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
Join us for the day’s events:

Sunday, June 2

Cardinal Burke
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@BisDiocese or www.bismarckdiocese.com

Scan this QR code with your
mobile device to access DCA
online video content.

• St. Kateri Celebration set for July 13-14
• Pastoral appointments announced - see page 4

Also inside:

Register at bismarckdiocese.com
under the events tab.

Registration required if you plan
to participate in the meal (free).
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Diocesan Corpus Christi
Celebration
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