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African Mission
Appeal is March 3-4
Submitted photos
Bismarck seminarians (l-r) Greg Hilzendeger, Anthony Dukart and Paul Gardner assisted Fr. Laban
(center) in celebrating Mass for the school children and their teachers.

Annual African Mission Appeal is March 3-4
“Now it is our turn…It is time for us,
our local church, our diocese, to send
some of our men and women in our
name, to other fields, to other people, to
be with the Church elsewhere…”
Those are words spoken by Bishop
John Kinney at the Mission Sending
Ceremony when the Bismarck Diocese
first sent missionaries to Kenya, Africa
in 1990. Those four were Deacon Jim
and Henrietta Nistler, Fr. Bruce Krebs
and Cathy King. Now, nearly 30 years
later, Fr. David Morman has established
his home at the Bismarck African
Mission in the Diocese of Kisii in western
Kenya. Father Morman and the many
missionaries who have come before him
continue the strong tradition of faith in
action serving the poorest of the poor
among us.
Below are his words as he reflects
on the last several months as the
priest administrator of the program
that serves 400 orphans and assists in
bringing the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
and the sacraments to the surrounding
outstations (mission parishes).

No glamor. No frills.
In the life of an orphan, there is no
glamor nor are there frills. Orphans have
lost both mother and father, traumatic
events in the lives of children; their living
situation can be tenuous, not knowing
with whom they will be living, though,
usually a grandparent or aunt.
These families, more than likely, would
be subsistence farmers or people who live
at or below the poverty level in Kenya.
At the African Mission of the Diocese of
Bismarck, currently, we serve just under
400 orphans. Our mission seeks to give
some stability in their lives in the form
of tuition assistance and other school
fees, a monthly allowance of maize, and
a small amount of “pocket change” for
use in purchasing school supplies or
assisting the family with whom they are
living. One orphan receives six kilograms
of maize per month—food to assist in
the sustenance of the child. Also, when
assist
off maize.
TTwo orphans
h
i in
i gathering
h i their
h i monthly
hl allowance
ll
i
enrolled in the Orphan Education
Program, they receive
medical attention when
necessary and yearly HIV
testing and de-worming.
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Padre Pio relics

Relics of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina
will visit the diocese on March 12
at the Cathedral ........................PAGE 3

Catholic Schools Week

View a photo recap of Catholic Schools
Week from schools around the
diocese ..................................PAGES 4-5
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Good Friday reminds us of our connection to the Holy Land
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan
If it seems that Lent started
earlier this year and that
therefore Easter will be earlier
this year also, you are very
correct. By the time you read
this, we will be a little more
than two weeks into the season
of Lent. In this issue, I would
like to offer a piece of useful
information about how the date
of Easter is calculated, but I
would like to say something
about what we do each Good
Friday during the Liturgy of the
Passion of the Lord.

In the earlier centuries of
the Church, the date for the
annual celebration of Easter
was not set and thus, there
would be differing times for
its celebration. This did cause
a good deal of confusion for
Christians in the various
countries and locations in the
universal Church. However, the
uniform way for the determining
each year of the Church’s
greatest Solemnity of the Lord,
Easter, was established. Once
you know this very good and
simple method you won’t forget
it. It goes like this: Easter is
always the first Sunday after
the first full moon of the spring
equinox. So, this year, the first
day of spring is March 20 and
the first full moon of spring is
on March 31, and thus, Easter
Sunday this year is April 1.
Every Good Friday, the only
day in a calendar year when the
Church forbids the celebration
of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
during the Liturgy of the Passion
of the Lord, the Pontifical Good
Friday Collection is taken up in
our diocese and in all dioceses
around the world. You have and
continue to be most generous to
this very worthy collection and

BISHOP IN ACTION

Submitted photo
Bishop Kagan celebrated Masses across the diocese for Catholic Schools Week—at
Dickinson Trinity Schools, Minot Bishop Ryan, Light of Christ in Bismarck and the
University of Mary. Here, he distributes Holy Communion to the Dickinson Trinity students
at the Mass at Queen of Peace parish alongside Fr. Jordan Dosch, school chaplain.
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I would like to give you some
information about it.
Good Friday itself reminds
us of our special connection to
the land and places made so
sacred by Our Lord Jesus. This
collection goes back to Apostolic
times since St. Paul reminded
his missionary Churches not to
forget the needs of the Church in
Jerusalem.
From all of the news reports
we receive, we know that to
be a faithful Christian in the
Holy Land is very challenging
and presents to them unique
hardships. The wars, unrest
and instability in the Holy Land
have been especially hard on our
brother and sister Christians
and our prayers and financial
assistance continue to give them
great consolation and hope.
The Holy Father’s collection
supports many parishes,
orphanages and schools to
remain open to serve the huge
needs of the Christians there
who struggle to remain in their
homes and communities. It
supports more than 100 men
preparing for the priesthood,
it provides essential support
for homes for the elderly and
infirm, it provides over a
thousand jobs to those who
would otherwise need to leave
with their families in order to
survive. Most especially, our
donations to this collection help
preserve 54 shrines connected
directly to the life of Jesus and
the holy prophets of the Old
Testament.
In the name of Our Holy
Father and in my own name, I
wish to thank all of you again
for your great generosity to
the Good Friday collection.
Your charity does make a real
difference in the lives of our
persecuted brothers and sisters.
Let us pray for each other
throughout this great season
of grace that we may be more
conformed to Jesus Christ on
Easter Sunday than we were on
Ash Wednesday.

The Dakota Catholic Action is funded in part by the annual
God’s Share Appeal.
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Mar. 1

• Kenrick-Glennon
Seminary Board of
Directors Meeting,
St. Louis, MO

Mar. 4

• Confirmation at the
Church of St. Patrick,
Crosby, 11 a.m.

Mar. 8

• Catholic Foundation
board meeting, Center
for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Mar. 9

• Home on the Range
board meeting, Center
for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 12 p.m.

Mar. 11

• Confirmation for the
Churches of Sacred
Heart, Glen Ullin and
St. Ann in Hebron at
Glen Ullin, 10 a.m.

Mar. 12

• Mass in honor of the
relics of St. Pio of
Pietrelcina, Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
5:30 p.m.

Mar. 13-15 • Visit to St. John Vianney
Seminary, St. Paul, MN
Mar. 18

• Confirmation for
Churches of St. Nicholas
in Garrison, Immaculate
Conception in Max and
Sacred Heart in White
Shield, at Garrison,
11 a.m.

Mar. 19

• Faculty Meeting,
University of Mary,
4 p.m.

Mar. 20

• Real Presence Radio
interview, 9 a.m.

Mar. 22

• Diocesan Finance
Council meeting, Center
for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Mar. 24

• Palm Sunday Vigil Mass,
Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck, 5 p.m.

Mar. 26

• Chrism Mass, Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 11 a.m.

Mar. 29

• Mass of the Lord’s
Supper, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
5:30 p.m.

Mar. 30

• Good Friday Service,
Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck, 5:30 p.m

Mar. 31

• Easter Vigil Mass,
Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
8:30 p.m.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow the Diocese on Twitter @BisDiocese
and follow Bishop Kagan @VescovoDDK
Bishop David Kagan
@VescovoDDK

Following

S. Peter, friend of Jesus, Prince of the Apostles
pray for us pray for our Church. Let our faith
be that of Peter: “Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life! “You are the
Christ the Son of the Living God!”
Tweets

The Dakota Catholic Action (0011-5770) is published monthly except July
by the Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575.
Periodical postage paid at Bismarck, ND, and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to address below.
Dakota Catholic Action, PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58501-1137

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE

Tweets & replies

Photos & videos

Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for
videos from the Church in western N.D.
Visit our website at www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them
with your friends.
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Catholic Action Bringing Christ into everyday life

Padre Pio relics to visit the diocese
Public viewing on March 12 at Cathedral

Relics of Saint Pio of
Pietrelcina—better known as
Padre Pio—will visit the diocese on
Monday, March 12.
The public is invited to view and
venerate the relics at the Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck
from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Bishop
Kagan will celebrate a Mass in
honor of Saint Pio at 5:30 p.m.
There will also be the regularly
scheduled daily Masses at 6:45
a.m. and 8 a.m. The sacrament
of reconciliation will be available
from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Night
prayer will be at 9:30 p.m.
The relics of Saint Pio available
for public veneration will be the
following: his glove; crusts of
wounds; cotton-gauze with Saint
Pio’s blood stains; a lock of hair;
his mantle; and a handkerchief
soaked with his sweat hours before
he died.
The Saint Pio Foundation,
which is sponsoring the tour
on the 50th commemoration
anniversary of his passing, will sell
books and items related to Padre
Pio in the gathering space of the
Cathedral.
St. Pio was born on May 25,
1887 in Pietrelcina, Italy, and
baptized Francesco Forgione.
He ﬁrst expressed his desire for
priesthood at age 10. To pay for
the preparatory education, his
father, Grazio Forgione, emigrated
to the United States in 1899,
where he worked for several years.
The future saint entered
the Capuchin order at age 15,

taking the name Pio. He was
ordained a priest in 1910 at the age
of 23. During his lifetime, Padre
Pio was known as a mystic with
miraculous powers of healing and
knowledge, who bore the stigmata.
Stigmata is the term the Catholic
Church uses to speak about the
wounds an individual receives
that correspond to the cruciﬁxion
wounds of Jesus Christ. They can
appear on the forehead, hands,
wrists, and feet. For this reason,
most especially, those in need of
relief of suﬀering (body or soul)
ﬁnd it powerful to come and pray
before or simply be in the presence
of a saint who suﬀered so greatly
for his faith.
His stigmata emerged during
World War I, after Pope Benedict
XV asked Christians to pray for an
end to the conﬂict. Padre Pio had a
vision in which Christ pierced his
side. A few weeks later, on Sept.
20, 1918, Jesus again appeared
to him, and he received the full
stigmata. It remained with him
until his death on Sept. 23, 1968.
Pope John Paul II canonized
him in 2002.

About saint relics
In the Catholic Church, relics
are physical objects associated
with a saint or candidate for
sainthood—part of the person’s
body or something with which
he or she was in contact. Relics
are not worshiped, but treated
with religious respect. Touching
or praying in the presence of

such an object helps a
faithful individual focus on
the saint’s life and virtues,
so that through the saint’s
prayer or intercession
before God, the individual
will be drawn closer to God.

About the Saint Pio
Foundation
The Saint Pio Foundation
is a national charitable
organization that promotes
awareness of Saint Pio
and his mission. Funds
raised by the Saint Pio
Foundation are used to
provide grants to American
Catholic healthcare,
educational, social,
religious, and cultural
partner organizations. More
information about
Saint Pio Foundation can
be found at
http://www.saintpiofoundation.org.

Padre Pio’s mantel will be part of
the group of relics.
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Padre Pio’s glove is among the
smaller relics.

A cotton-gauze with Saint Pio’s blood
stains as evidence of his stigmata wounds
will also be on display.
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Rite of Election

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Eight catechumens were present for the Rite of Election at
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit on Feb. 18. They were chosen
by Christ and the Church, and accepted by Bishop Kagan, to
become “The Elect”, and now enter the period of puriﬁcation and

enlightenment, with more intense preparation to receive baptism,
conﬁrmation, and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. They were
accompanied by their sponsors who testiﬁed on their behalf at the
Rite. Family members also came to show prayerful support.
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Dickinson Catholic Schools students at Mass with Bishop Kagan at Queen of
Peace parish.
Light of Christ elementary school students at Mass at the Cathedral.

Bishop Kagan with Dickinson priests, Fr. Ojedji, Fr. Jordan Dosch, Fr. Shannon Lucht,
Fr. Todd Kreitinger, and Fr. Kregg Hochhalter, on the altar during Catholic Schools
Week Mass at Queen of Peace parish.

Bishop Kagan concelebrated Catholic Schools Week Mass on Feb. 2 at Bishop Ryan with Fr.
Doug Krebs, Fr. Bruce Krebs, and Fr. Fred Harvey on the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus at
the temple. In his homily, Bishop Kagan reminded everyone to thank their parents who, like
Joseph and Mary, value the importance of faith in their lives. He also reminded everyone
that Jesus is the light of the world, and we are here to carry His light.

Light of Christ elementary
school students bring forth
the gifts during Mass at the
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

St. Mary’s Central High School
students bring forth the gifts
during Mass at the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit.

Celebrating Mass at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit (l-r) Deacon Tony Ternes, Fr. Jared Johnson,
Fr. Robert Shea, Msgr. Jim Braaten, Fr. Greg Luger, Bishop Kagan, Fr. Wayne Sattler, Msgr. Gene
Lindeman and Msgr. James Shea.

St. Mary’s Central High School choir members during Mass.

The Bi
Bishop
Ryan ffourth
high
Th
h R
th graders
d joined
j i d the
th middle
iddl school
h l and
d hi
h school
h l
choirs to lead the music for Catholic Schools Week Mass on Feb. 2.

Mass celebrated at St. Mary’s Academy during Catholic Schools Week.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
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Catholic Schools Week Activities

Former America’s Next Top Model contestant Leah Darrow visited schools in the diocese during
Catholic Schools Week sharing her story of finding faith in her life. Her message of respect for
ourselves and for others revolved around Pope Benedict XVI’s quote that we are not made for comfort,
but for greatness. Afterwards at Minot’s Bishop Ryan, she shared a photo op with Fr. Doug Krebs and
the assistant chaplains.
Students from St. Ann’s Indian
Mission School in Belcourt
came to Bishop Ryan in Minot
to have lunch and share time
in the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Atrium with the
elementary students before
celebrating Catholic Schools
Week Mass together with
Bishop Kagan.

St. Ann’s Indian Mission School
in Belcourt teamed up with
elementary students in MInot
to explore the Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd Atrium at
Bishop Ryan.

Catholic Schools Week began with all-school game day at Bishop
Ryan in Minot. Middle school and high school students teamed up
with elementary and preschool students against the challenges of a
wide array of board games and card games.

Red, white and blue day with “silly” Olympic games was celebrated in
classrooms at Light of Christ’s Saint Anne School in Bismarck.

Light of Christ’s
Saint Anne School
in Bismarck got out
of the classroom
for a fun day at the
bowling alley.

Know Your Faith Contest
The regional Know Your Faith Contest was held at Dickinson
Trinity High School during Catholic Schools Week.

Chaplains of the three Bismarck Diocese Catholic high schools (l-r)
Fr. Jared Johnson, Fr. Jordan Dosch and Fr. Doug Krebs.

Members of the band (l-r) Jayden Dolecek, Fr. Justin Waltz, Fr. Josh Waltz, Fr. Nick Schneider and
Fr. Bill Ruelle entertained the crowd after the contest.

The 2018 Know Your Faith Championship trophy went home for
the first time with the Sacred Heart Eagles from East Grand Forks,
Minn.
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One Billion Stories includes North Dakota
Team tells stories of personal encounters with Christ
By Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer
The Catholic Church is a big
church with over one billion
members. And, every one of
them has a story, according to
Seth DeMoor, the founder of
“One Billion Stories (OBS), a
media apostolate that videos
personal stories of encounters and
friendship with Jesus Christ.
DeMoor has traveled the world
and has teams in Spain and the
Philippines to capture the heart
of the Catholic faith in ﬁveminute videos. The OBS teams are
answering the call Pope Benedict
XVI had issued to young people
with “an almost spontaneous
aﬃnity for the new means of
communication, to take on the
responsibility of the evangelization
of this digital continent.”
This past February, DeMoor
and his chief editor, Joe O’Hayre,
came to North Dakota to capture
stories that reveal the true treasure
of the prairie—a deep and abiding
Catholic faith. When DeMoor
launched his nonproﬁt initiative
in 2009 with a bike ride from
Orlando, Florida to his home in
Denver, Colorado, he ﬁrst took
notice of North Dakota through Fr.
Jason Signalness, pastor of Church
of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
in Stanley and St. Ann in Berthold.

Action about integrating faith with
ranching, and four students at the
University of Mary.
The below zero temperatures
were a shock to them, especially
for DeMoor’s daily jog and trying
to maneuver a tripod in frigid
outdoor temperatures. Why North
Dakota during such a cold month?
Since Seth’s wife would soon be
giving birth to their fourth baby,
squeezing some travel in ahead of
time seemed like a good idea. “Part
of our mission is connecting with
Catholics everywhere, including
North Dakota,” DeMoor said.
They had also planned stop
in Fargo but kept going to
Minneapolis when they learned
that Dr. Don Briel is only expected
to live another two months and
has agreed to share his story.
Briel was instrumental in
creating the ﬁrst Catholic studies
program for universities in the
early 1990s. He holds the Blessed
John Henry Newman Chair of
Liberal Arts at the University
of Mary and is the founder of
the Center for Catholic Studies
at the University of St. Thomas
in St. Paul, Minn. “Dr. Briel
has impacted tens of thousands
of lives though the Catholic
studies program that has been
implemented at UMary and over
50 universities,” DeMoor said.

Visit to Bismarck
“I was a seminarian in St.
Louis at the time,” Fr. Signalness
explained. “I saw that Seth was
coming to St. Louis on a bike
tour while looking for stories so I
connected with him.” He shared
DeMoor’s interest in cross-country
biking and the new media. As a
matter of fact, his graduate thesis
was about spreading the Gospel as
prophets on the digital continent.
“We met for dinner,” Fr.
Signalness said. “I remember
Seth explaining his vision and I
thought, okay, good luck with that.
It was such an ambitious goal,
but many years later he is actually
doing it.”
It was through Fr. Signalness
that DeMoor and O’Hayre ended
up in Bismarck last month to shoot
videos of artist Nellie Edwards;
Leland Vetter, spokesperson for
the Discalced Carmelite cloistered
nuns in Hague; James Odermann,
a rancher who also writes a
column in the Dakota Catholic

Called to share stories
Seth graduated in 2009 from
the University of Colorado with
a history degree. “I thought I
was going to be a teacher and tell
diﬀerent kind of stories,” he said.
DeMoor asked God if he should
apply to the seminary or teach. But
instead, a vision for One Billion
Stories began to take hold.
“Other Catholic students who
were not afraid to share their
stories with me, changed my life,”
he said. “Before that, I was just
going through the motions.”
Just before graduation, DeMoor
was praying for discernment for
his future. He became fascinated
with YouTube as a way to reach
people to share a love of Christ
and the sacraments began to take
root. He saw the potential to invite
families beck into the Church—
especially young adults who are
leaving it in droves.
“We use the media as
inspiration for anyone to become
Catholic or return to the Church

OBITUARY
Rev. Thomas Dignan
The Reverend Thomas L.
Dignan, 87,
passed away in
Katy, Texas on
Sept. 25, 2017. A
funeral Mass was
held Sept. 30,
2017 at St. Jude
Rev. Thomas Dignan
Shrine Catholic
Church, Staﬀord, Texas.
Father Dignan was born in
Portal, N.D. on Aug. 30, 1930.
He graduated from St. John’s

University in Collegeville, Minn. in
1953. He was ordained a priest for
the Diocese of Bismarck on June
1, 1957 by Bishop Hilary Hacker at
St. Joseph’s Church in Bowbells,
N.D. He served at St. Mary’s,
Bismarck; Parshall and Plaza;
Columbus, Noonan and Lignite;
Scranton, Reeder, Rhame and
Marmarth; Hettinger, Tioga and
Ray. He retired in June of 2000
and moved to Texas.
A graveside service was held
Oct. 5, 2017 at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Cemetery in Bowbells.

Member of the One Billion Stories team include: (l-r) Seth DeMoor (founder), David
Panlilio, Al Palmquist and Annie Palmquist.

or for Catholics still practicing
to go deeper into their faith,” he
said. The name is their branding,
according to DeMoor. “Many
people don’t know there are 1.3
billion Catholics in the world,” he
said. “It shows that the Church is
universal and that our faith can
go to the heart of the culture no
matter where you live.”
O’Hayre quit his full-time job as
a data center technician at the end
of March 2017 to become the chief
editor for OBS. It is basically a
two-man operation in this country,
although videos have been
accepted from others especially
during the early years.
O’Hayre had been in the
seminary for three years and
then discerned out and received
a communications degree from
Regis University in Denver. He
was married in 2016 and has a
9-month-old daughter. “It’s a
blessing to be able to take care of
her and work from home,” he said.
O’Hayre admitted, that
sometimes it’s a challenge to have
to fundraise his own salary, but
whenever he considers leaving,
instead, he ends up feeling
conﬁrmed that he is called to
do this. “I love the media and I
love stories,” O’Hayre said. “I’ve

struggled with depression and
hearing other people’s stories have
meant a lot to me. It strengthens
my own faith.”
DeMoor and O’Hayre stay
connected with the teams in
Spain and the Philippines through
weekly teleconference meetings,
a global holy hour every month
where they go before the Blessed
Sacrament at the same time, and
daily at three o’clock, they all pray
a Memorare for past and future
story tellers, all their benefactors
and for protection of the global
team.
Reﬂecting on their time in
North Dakota, DeMoor said
they will be back. “There are
tremendous stories here in the
Dakotas that need to be told.”
He encourages people to share
their stories. “People are often
hesitant thinking it’s not grandiose
enough,” he said. “But if you are
living your faith and pursuing
holiness, stop and reﬂect on how
God has blessed you, that is your
story.”
Here are ways to connect
with One Billion Stories:
OneBillionStories.com or look
them up on Facebook, Instagram
and YouTube.

NEWS BRIEFS
Power of the rosary film coming in April
A new ﬁlm premiering across the country on April 12, called
“Power In My Hands,” tells the story of hope and the power
of prayer. The movie stars Philip Rivers, NFL pro football
quarterback, and Jeﬀ Cavins, creator of “The Great Adventure
Bible Study” program, among others. Visit the ﬁlm website www.
powerinmyhandsthemovie.com for more information.

Good Friday collection March 30
Pope Francis has asked all parishes, once again, to support
the Pontiﬁcal Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in
the Holy Land. The donations to this collection helps the Church
minister to parishes, provide Catholic schools and oﬀer religious
education in this region. The Pontiﬁcal Good Friday Collection also
helps to preserve the sacred shrines. Please be as generous as you
can. For more information about Christians in the Holy Land, visit
www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday.

CRS Rice Bowl donation
Bishop Kagan recently received a letter from Catholic Relief
Services (CRS) acknowledging the Diocese of Bismarck’s
contribution to the 2017 CRS Rice Bowl campaign. Thanks to
the compassionate and generous parishioners of the diocese,
$56,774.45 was donated to the CRS Rice Bowl. CRS primarily
serves the poor refugees and migrants in need.
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Catholics can remain
confident in scouting
programs
Reverence is one of the twelve
points of the Scout Law. A scout’s
duty to God was a ﬁrm belief of
Lord Baden Powell, the founder
of the Boy Scouts. The diocesan
Catholic Committee on Scouting
exists to support this commitment
for all forms of scouting, including
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, American
Heritage Girls, Trail Life USA
and others. There are a number
of awards, emblems and patches
than can be earned that are solid,
Catholic-based in content, and
fun.
“While I have withdrawn the
formal sponsorship relationship
between the Diocese of Bismarck
and its Catholic institutions and
the Boy Scouts of America, the
speciﬁcally Catholic component
of scouting, which is carefully
monitored by our diocese and the
National Catholic Committee on
Scouting is very good,” Bishop
Kagan said. “I support both the
Religious Emblem and Religious
Activity programs and parents and
their children can have conﬁdence
in these programs.”

Religious emblems
There are two diﬀerent
Religious Emblems programs
and they diﬀer on who may
participate in each program. The
National Catholic Committee
on Scouting (NCCS) has a fouremblem program that includes
two emblems for Cub Scouts and
two emblems for Boy Scouts or
Venture Crew Members. The
National Catholic Committee
for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire
Girls, under the direction of the
National Federation for Catholic
Youth Ministry (NFCYM), has a
six-emblem program that is age
speciﬁc but is also available for
use by Catholic parishes, schools,
youth groups, or other scouting
organizations. Emblems that
are earned are presented at the
annual Bishop’s Scouting Mass in
September.
Religious activities
The NCCS has a series of ﬁve
Religious Activities that can be
earned by any youth or adult. This
includes scouts, youth groups,
families, schools or parishes. The
ﬁve sets of Religious Activities
include the Rosary Series, the
Marian Series, the American
Saint Series, the Modern Saint
Series, and the Faith Series. For
more information on each of
the series, including the speciﬁc
requirements for earning the
patches, visit www.nccs-bsa.org/
index.php/religious-activities.
The NFCYM also has a series
of Catholic Faith Patches that
can be earned by youth in grades
1 through 12. The two series
currently available are Women
in Scripture and Models of
Faith. Each of these is designed
to help our youth to grow in the
awareness and knowledge of our
faith, to encourage service to
our communities, and to grow in
holiness. Additional information
can be found at www.nfcym.org/
patches.
For more information on any of
the Religious Emblem or Activities
programs, contact Deacon Harvey
Hanel at 701-250-7282, deaconh@
bis.midco.net or Carl Ness at 701258-7349, canes@nd.gov.
—Submitted information

24 Hours for the Lord offered
March 9-10
In his 2018 Lenten message, Pope Francis
called upon each diocesan bishop to arrange
for what he is calling “24 Hours for the Lord.”
It is patterned after the same event held at the
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit during the Year of
Mercy in 2016 where a block of 24 hours was
set aside for the sacrament of reconciliation and
Eucharistic Adoration oﬀered to the faithful.
That event in 2016 was well received by so
many across our diocese, Bishop Kagan has
directed for a “24 Hours for the Lord” event in
each one of our ﬁve deaneries for this beautiful
opportunity on the afternoon of Friday, March
9 and extending to the afternoon of March 10,
closing prior to the Vigil Mass.
Due to the distances between parishes in the
Williston Deanery, the parish in each cluster
where the Pastor resides will schedule extended
times for confession and adoration on March
9-10. These include: St. Bridget in Parshall,
March 9 from 6-7 p.m.; St. Thomas the Apostle
in Tioga, March 9 from 6-9 p.m.; St. Anthony in
Mandaree, March 9 from 7-8 p.m.; St. Anthony
in New Town, March 10 from 5-7:30 p.m.; St.
Patrick in Crosby, March 9 from 6-9 p.m.; St.
Joseph in Williston, March 9 from 5-9 p.m.;
Epiphany in Watford City, March 9 from 6:309:30 p.m.; Queen of the Most Holy Rosary in
Stanley, March 9 from 6-8 p.m. and March 10
from 6-8 p.m. Please check your church bulletin
or inquire with the church oﬃce for more details.

Bishop Kagan asks that the faithful of the
diocese make every eﬀort to come and receive the
great graces of sacramental absolution and adore
Our Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament.

The parishes where this will
be celebrated are:
Church of Saint Anne
(Bismarck Deanery)
from 4 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Church of Spirit of Life
(Mandan Deanery)
from 4:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Church of Saint John the Apostle
(Minot Deanery)
from 3 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Church of Saint Patrick
(Dickinson Deanery)
from 4 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Williston Deanery
check local churches
for a schedule

(PPE#PVOEBSJFTBSF,FZUP1SFWFOUJPO
Although most high-profile cases deal with stranger
abduction and molestation, most child sexual abuse
happens with those whom a child has an established
and trusting relationship with. If you want to prevent
this abuse, you have to focus your prevention efforts
on clearly defining the roles and responsibilities of
those who are in relationships with your child.
Sexual abuse starts with a violation of a boundary. A
boundary is a physical or emotional limit that is placed
on an individual in a relationship. You will have to learn
how to identify limits and boundaries in your relationships
and in relationships you define for your child. The
undefined limitless relationship has blurry boundaries
and offers predators an opportunity to exploit your child.
Your child has many people in their life that have
certain roles. Talk to your child about the roles people
play in their life and the boundaries associated with
those roles. Encourage them to tell you or another
trusted adult when their boundaries are violated and
make sure that you are modeling healthy boundaries
in your personal and professional relationships.
Some parents get to this point in the prevention
process and throw their hands up in frustration
because they feel that they cannot trust anyone,
but it’s okay to trust everyone. That doesn’t
make sense right? To put it another way:

052002-00100 4/17

Trust everyone with your child, but trust them
only within the limits and boundaries of the role
they play in your child’s life. For example:
Your 7-year-old child plays baseball. You can define the
role of the coach by first evaluating the responsibilities
within the role he assumes in your child’s life. He teaches
your child how to field the ball, how to bat, how to throw
and how to be a good sport. The baseball coach should
not be picking up and dropping off your child alone
for baseball practice because it blurs the boundary.
If your child’s coach is asking to pick up and drop off
your child alone after practice, then he is violating
a boundary and you must defend it by saying “no If
you allow him to assume the responsibilities of
your role as a parent by providing transportation to
your child then the boundary becomes blurred.
Sexual abuse typically begins with a violation of
some sort of boundary, so if you begin defining
the roles early on in your child’s life, they will
know immediately if someone tries to violate the
boundaries you have helped them to identify.
For more information on keeping kids safe,
call (701) 323-5626.
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Steep learning curve
Serving the needs of the faithful in Africa
Fr. David Morman
African Missionary
Part of my service at the Mission here
at Gekano Parish is to assist with the
pastoral needs of the parish—mostly,
this involves celebrating daily Mass and
going to outstations (mission parishes)
on Sundays to celebrate Mass with the
faithful.
There are 51 outstations in the
parish; to date I have been to 12 of
them. Fortunately, one of the previous
missionaries, Deacon Brent Naslund,
compiled a booklet with directions
and GPS coordinates to each of the
outstations, although Google maps do
not always show the road. If I have time
during the week, I drive the route to
the outstations I will be serving on the
upcoming Sunday as I do not desire to
get lost on my way to church.
Recently, I went to the Church of St.
Joseph in Enchoro and the Church of St.
Teresa in Mosobeti, outstations on the
outer limits of the parish boundaries—
about 10 miles from Gekano. Although
only 10 miles, it takes a good 40 minutes
to travel to these outstations when the
roads are in good condition.
To reach St. Joseph’s, one must travel
Another of the outlying parishes that Fr.
up a precipitous hill; I engaged the fourMorman travels to for Mass is the Church of
wheel drive of the Toyota Hilux on the
St Joseph in Enchoro. One can discern the
tin roof about two-thirds of the way up the
last several hundred yards as the trail
mountain.
was narrow and ditches were deep, and
the last several yards were over rocks.
carved a steep ditch which
(The ﬁrst rule of driving in Kenya is “Do
needed to be traversed to reach
not go into the ditch.”)
the path to the church. Once
I arrived about 15 minutes early, and
again, I engaged the four-wheel
the catechist reminded me that Mass was
drive of the vehicle and came
to begin at 8 a.m.—frequently, here in
roaring through the ditch and
Africa, Mass begins when the priest arrives,
Submitted photos
up the path in ﬁrst gear into the
be that early, on time, or late. I prepared
At the Church of St. Edward in Nyamusi, a larger church is being
church
compound
where
well
the liturgical vessels and books and went
constructed over the top of the existing structure to accommodate
over 100 children and adults
around to greet the people who had already
the growing population of the Christian community.
were gathered outside waiting
assembled. About ﬁve minutes to the hour,
to greet me. When I came into
Mass and preaching in Swahili. Before I
the catechist asked me if I wanted some chai
the
compound
with
the
engine
of
the
vehicle
came to Kenya, a second-grade girl from
(tea) as we should wait for more people; I
whining,
the
crowd
started
to
ﬂ
ee
in
every
Bowman, Quin Andrews, learned that
politely declined saying I had another Mass,
direction
away
from
the
vehicle—they
must
I would be celebrating Mass in another
and we would need to start Mass soon. There
have
thought
“that
driver
is
wazimu
(crazy).”
language; she told me, “Father, you will
were about 50 people at the beginning of
I
alighted
from
the
vehicle
and
was
warmly
make a lot of mistakes.”
Mass; by the end of Mass, there were nearly
welcomed
by
the
crowd
which
was
delighted
Her insight indeed is true—I do make
300 people. Africans may arrive after Mass
to
see
“the
mzungu
priest
(the
white
priest).”
mistakes
with pronunciation and grammar
begins, but they will not leave Mass early, as
The
catechist
ushered
me
into
the
church,
or
use
a
word
improperly in a sentence; the
they eagerly desire the ﬁnal blessing.
which
was
full
of
people,
so
that
we
could
people,
though,
are understanding and have
On the road in front of the Church of St.
begin
Mass.
helped
point
out
my mistakes. I am grateful
Teresa in Mosobeti, construction is underway
Since
returning
from
language
school
in
for
their
kindness.
to widen the road; heavy equipment had
Morogoro, Tanzania, I have been celebrating

Well done, good and faithful servant!
Henrietta Nistler
1934-2018
The following tribute was written by Fr. Bruce Krebs, who, along
with Cathy King and Deacon Jim and Henrietta Nistler, was among
the ﬁrst group of missionaries to go to Africa in 1990 to establish
the Bismarck Mission in Kenya. Deacon Jim and Henrietta spent
nine and a half years at the Mission. During that time, Henrietta’s
responsibilities revolved around her skills as a nurse.
“Henrietta found her niche very quickly after our arrival at BuraTana. There was a health clinic located on our parish grounds and
Henrietta was a nurse by profession. She visited the clinic and soon
found her place working alongside the clinic staﬀ. She was able
to serve in this capacity quite eﬀectively even without ﬂuency in
Swahili since most locals, especially with minimal education, were
fair or even good at English. In a very short time Henrietta would
return home from a long day at the clinic quite exhausted from
generously sharing her healing gifts.”
Father Krebs is currently the pastor at Our Lady of Grace in
Minot.
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Annual African Mission Appeal March 3-4

Encountering the beauty of Catholicism in Kenya
Three seminarians serve in Africa
By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer
This past June, three of
our diocesan seminarians,
Greg Hilzendeger, Anthony
Dukart and Paul Gardner,
had a phenomenal encounter
with Christ, whose presence is
radiantly alive in the heart of the
African Mission in Kenya.
“It was a very tremendous
experience, ﬁlled with plenty
of grace-ﬁlled moments,” Greg
said. “It was amazing to witness
a diﬀerent culture that is totally
foreign to what we are used to.
For me personally, I learned a
lot from having to rely totally
on God and trust in Him. It
was wonderful to go out into
His mission ﬁeld and serve the
people of God by simply giving
them what He has given to me.”
During their stay, the
seminarians mainly shadowed
some of the Kenyan priests
and seminarians as they visited
local schools and parishioners
in their homes. On their visits,
they prayed with the people
and helped them see what the
parish can do for them and how
the church community could
be there for them. They gained
pastoral experience as they
served Masses and witnessed the
priests confer the sacrament of
anointing of the sick.
They also saw the beauty of
Christ’s love in a refreshing way
when they interacted with the
orphans at the diocese’s mission.
“We had a lot of meaningful
experiences and joyful times
on our trip, especially with the
orphan children,” Greg said.
“They were so happy and excited
to see us. They would run up to
us when we came. Most of the
children there had very few of
the basic necessities of life, but
they were still so happy and
appreciated the simplest things.”
Time and time again, the
seminarians were touched by the
goodness inherent in the people
of Kenya. They will always
remember the love that the
Kenyans cherished for God and
others.
“The Kenyans touched my
heart by the way they received
me as a person,” Anthony said.
“They showed me love without
me earning it. In America, it
is not like this—we live in a
place where to be loved means
that when you do something
for someone else, you expect
something in return. In Kenya,
I didn’t do very much but be
present to them, and they still
received me as one of their own
and loved me as Christ would.
Thus, my visit to Kenya allowed
me to see the world in a more full
way, a more Catholic way.”
In a sense, it enriched the

spiritual lives of each
seminarian in a unique way,
and prepared their souls for
the mission God has in store
for them.
“It was a very pastoral
experience, and it stretched
me a little bit,” Paul
shared. “It was a humbling
experience in the sense
that people expected us to
represent the Church and
be models of Christ because
we are seminarians. There
was a lot of ‘hype’ about us.
Kenyans have so much love
for priests and seminarians.
It was rewarding to bring
Christ’s presence to people
who were so hungry for the
truth.”
The seminarian’s trip was
based on the foundation
of child-like trust in God’s
mysterious ways.
“A question that all of
us seminarians asked each
other on the trip, at pretty
much any given moment,
The diocesan seminarians joined a group of catechists that visited homes of Christians to
was ‘What is happening?’”
inquire about matters of the faith.
Anthony commented. “Most
of the time we didn’t know
exactly where we were
going nor what was going to
happen next. This allowed
for a greater trust not only in
the people who lead us, but
also a greater trust in God
and His divine providence.”
By witnessing the
extraordinary graces of God
that the priests of Kenya
oﬀered the world around
them, a ﬁre of enthusiasm
for the sacred priesthood was
kindled in their hearts.
“I believe my experience
in Kenya may impact my
The three diocesan seminarians, (l-r) Paul Gardner, Fr. David Morman, Anthony Dukart and
Greg Hilzendeger shadowed some of the Kenyan priests and seminarians as they visited local
future vocation,” Greg said.
schools and parishioners in their homes.
“Serving with the people in
Africa and being immersed
experienced grace in meaningful
witnessed in Kenya brought
in their culture sparked
ways—many of them, to their
home the reality that there is
my love for the priesthood and
surprise.
always something to learn from
gave me a strong love for them.
those we serve. As St. Teresa of
I just can’t wait to be a priest,
“One Sunday, we got up at
Calcutta once said, “The poor are 4 a.m. and traveled with the
so I can serve them. I was
great people. They accept very
touched by how very real the
local parish priest to serve all
diﬃcult things.”
sacraments were to them, and
the Masses that day,” Anthony
how much they desired them and
said. “There ended up being
“I believe it is important to
appreciated them.”
ﬁve Masses said by the priest
one’s spiritual formation to
we were with. Being present at
see other cultures, and how
Further, the example of their
all of those Masses that Sunday
they work,” Anthony said. “A
authenticity shown through
was diﬃcult, but it was also
vocation is a calling from God.
and inspired our seminarians in
rewarding, because we got to
It is wonderful to know that God
unexpected ways.
see the beautiful faith that the
can present His love through a
“I learned a lot by watching
diﬀerent culture, with a diﬀerent people had. Sometimes the
the local seminarians reach
people would wait at the church
people, and that I can receive
out to others by asking them
for several hours until the priest
that love from them in humility
hard, profound questions which
came to oﬀer Mass. To see that
and charity. This has been so
challenged them to grow in their
kind of faith made the long day
helpful for me to reﬂect on. That
faith,” Paul said. “They were
worth it!”
being
said,
the
thing
we
could
very courageous, and made a
give
them,
however,
was
to
show
After their mission assignment
successful impact on others.
that we, although we were from
to Africa and a short summer
One of the Kenyan priests we
the other side of the world, also
break, all three seminarians
shadowed was so joyful when
believe in Catholicism as they
returned to their priestly
he brought the sacraments to
formation for the diocese at
people. He gave me something to do.”
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St.
Open to the workings of the
aspire to!”
Louis.
Holy Spirit, the seminarians
Consequently, what they
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Jamboree
APRIL 17-19, 2018

J

Keynote Speaker

oin the University of Mary for its
third annual Vocations Jamboree

Dr. Gianna
Emanuela Molla
Formerly on the medical staff
at the Camillo Golgi
Geriatric Institute in Milan,
Italy, Dr. Molla is the

Meet members of religious communities from
around the country, ask questions, schedule
personal meetings with vocations representatives,
and learn more about opportunities to serve God
and the community.

daughter of St. Gianna
Beretta Molla, patron saint of

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

the pro-life movement, and

(Open to the Public)

General Secretary of the

“The Joy and Sacriﬁce of
My Parents’ Greatest Love”

international Saint Gianna

Wednesday, April 18, 7:30 PM
Founders Hall, Lumen Vitae University Center
University of Mary

Foundation.

for Life.

For full schedule and free registration,
visit umary.edu/vocjam.
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March for life

#LoveSavesLives
Youth from across the diocese, students from all three Catholic high schools (Minot’s Bishop Ryan, Dickinson Trinity, and St. Mary’s Central
High School) and students from the University of Mary embarked on a pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. in January to participate in the 45th
annual March for Life. The event marks the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion in the U.S.

UPCOMING EVENTS
couple and $10 for each additional son. Register  Father-daughter ball April 28
at bismarckdiocese.com/mother-son. Contact
The third annual father-daughter ball
Tara Brooke at 204-7209 with questions.
sponsored by the diocese will be held Saturday,
April 28 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Municipal
 Middle school lock-in April 6
Country Club in Bismarck. The event is for
Middle schoolers (grades 6-8) are invited to
daughters age 4-18 and their fathers. Supper
attend an overnight lock-in event on Friday,
will be served with a dance to follow. Tickets
April 6 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s
are $50 per couple and $10 for each additional
Church in Bismarck. The event will include ondaughter. Register online at bismarckdiocese.
site and off-site activities (bus transportation
com/ball.
provided) including SkyZone, bowling, a dance,
dodgeball, music, adoration, small group
 Marriage retreat May 11-13
 Friday Lenten fish fry at Corpus Christi
activities and more. Adult chaperones are
The diocese is sponsoring a retreat for couples
Everyone’s invited to the Friday Lenten fish fry
also needed. Contact Carrie Davis at cdavis@
wanting to grow in holiness while growing
at the Church of Corpus Christi and running
bismarckdiocese.com.com or 204-7208 with
closer to one another. The retreat weekend
through Lent. The fish fry is 5-7 p.m. The
questions. Register online at bismarckdiocese.
is set for May 11-13 at the Assumption
menu includes baked and fried fish, French
com/lockin. Cost is $40 per person. Registration Abbey in Richardton. Enjoy silence together
fries, fried shrimp, noodles, fried green beans,
deadline is Friday, March 30.
in prayer while Fr. William Ruelle leads
applesauce, coleslaw, coffee, tea, milk and
you through “Marriage and the Spiritual
homemade desserts. All proceeds support
 Living Chaplet of Divine Mercy April 8
Exercise of St. Ignatius of Loyola.” Register at
youth participating in retreats, the Steubenville
The CCD students at Queen of the Most Holy
bismarckdiocese.com/marriageretreat. Cost is
youth conference and other youth ministry
Rosary in Stanley will present the Living Chaplet
$200/couple. Contact Tara Brooke at tbrooke@
events. Cost is: $9 for adults, $5 for children and
of Divine Mercy on Sunday, April 8 at 3 p.m. The
bismarckdiocese.com or 701-204-7209 with
$30 for a family. For more information, contact
public is invited to attend. Refreshments will be
Tracy at 255-4600.
served afterwards.
 World Meeting of Families Aug. 23-31
The diocese will be leading a pilgrimage to the
 Relics of St. Pio coming to the Diocese of
 Celebration of New Life Mass April 17
World Meeting of Families in Dublin, Ireland
Bismarck Mar. 12
Come celebrate with expecting and new
Aug. 23-31 guided by the theme “The Gospel
Come and venerate the official relics of Saint
parents at the Celebration of New Life Mass
of the Family: Joy for the World” selected by
Pio of Pietrelcina on the occasion of the 50th
with Bishop Kagan on Tuesday, April 17 at
Pope Francis who is scheduled to attend. Held
commemoration anniversary of his passing.
6:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
every three years, this major international event
The relics of Saint Pio available for public
in Bismarck. All are invited and families are
brings together families from across the world
veneration will be the following: his glove;
encouraged; parents will receive a blessing.
to celebrate, pray and reflect upon the central
crusts of wounds; cotton-gauze with Saint Pio’s
Questions can be directed to Christie Collins
importance of marriage and the family as the
blood stains; a lock of hair; his mantle; and
at ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com or 864-354cornerstone of our lives, of society and of the
a handkerchief soaked with his sweat hours
5046. Find out more and register online here:
Church. For questions contact Tara Brooke at
before he died. The faithful may venerate the
www.bismarckdiocese.com/newlife.
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com or 701-204relics at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in
7209. For more information on the diocesan
 Search weekends
Bismarck on Monday, March 12 between the
pilgrimage, visit www.myfaithjourney.com/
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend
hours of 6 a.m. and 10 p.m., with a Mass in
login and use group number 18014.
retreat experience sponsored by the Catholic
honor of St. Pio celebrated by Bishop Kagan
Diocese of Bismarck. The weekends are for
at 5:30 p.m. There will also be the regularly
 Women’s THIRST Sept. 22
anyone of high school or college age (at least
scheduled daily Masses at 6:45 a.m. and 8 a.m.
Ladies, mark your calendars for the THIRST 2018
The sacrament of reconciliation will be available 15 years old). Search weekends are held at
Women’s Conference sponsored by the Diocese
the Badlands Ministries Camp just south of
from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Night prayer will
of Bismarck and held at the Bismarck Event
Medora. The next upcoming weekend is April
be at 9:30 p.m. Call 701-223-1033 for more
Center on Saturday, Sept. 22. Treat yourself to
20-22. More information can be found at www.
information.
a wonderful day of uplifting presentations,
bismarckdiocese.com/search1.
confessions, Eucharistic adoration, music, a
 Mother-son event March 17
Is the text in the upcoming events downsized?
Vigil Mass with Bishop Kagan, and of course
The diocese is sponsoring a mother/son Irish
It looks like it’s smaller. Please delete the
– support and conversation with your sisters
celebration Saturday, March 17 beginning at
bottom two photos from the March for Life
in the Lord. Registration is free. Conference
5:30 p.m. at the Municipal Country Club in
photos. This will give some room to expland
website and online registration coming soon.
Bismarck. Social and appetizers are served from
the font on the Upcoming Events. Also, add this
Conference sponsorships and donations are
5-6 p.m. with supper at 6 p.m. and dance to
event as the third to last one:
also welcome.
follow. The event is open to sons ages 4 and
questions.
up and their mother. Guests are encouraged
to dress in festive Irish garb. Tickets are $50 per
 Marriage encounter weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is
a private weekend away from the distractions
of daily life for couples in good marriages.
Give your marriage this gift. The next available
weekends in this area are April 20-22 in Fargo
and Nov. 9-11 in Medora. Early registration is
highly recommended. For more information,
visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob and Angie at
701-347-1998.
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Dickinson Catholic Daughters celebrate 100 years
By Cheryl Brooke
Special Contributor
On Dec. 8, 1917, 50 members
of the Daughters of Isabella
and Catholic Daughters of the
America instituted Court St.
Catherine #323 in Dickinson.
The court celebrated with a Mass
at St. Wenceslaus, with Msgr.
Patrick Schumacher, followed by
dinner reception at Lady J’s Club
and Catering. Approximately
65 members were present to
celebrate 100 years of service,
spirituality and friendship
in promoting the Catholic
Daughters motto of “Unity and
Charity.”
The court at its largest had 425
members, when Irene Schafer
was Regent, 1985-87. Present
Court membership is 183, with
Linda Meyer as Regent.
Our court is honored to have
in its membership a National
Catholic Daughters Regent,
Claudia Bosch. She joined the
court 47 years ago, and was
National Regent from 2006-08.
Other notable contributions
by members include Caroline
Heidt who joined in 1984,
and has lead the rosary at St.
Luke’s Home during Lent for
the past few years. Renae Sticka
joined 27 years ago and helped
in the planning of the Mass
and reception for the 100-year
celebration. She is also a past
regent of Court St. Catherine
#323. Our oldest member, Mary
Mann, who joined in 1945, was
celebrated earlier this year with
a cake and punch reception at
Country House in Dickinson.
Marie Wax, Vice Regent became
a member in 1979. She complied
a history of the court, which was
presented at our dinner reception
on Dec. 9, 2017 held at Lady J’s.

Submitted photos
Members of the Daughters of Isabella and Catholic Daughters of the America instituted Court St. Catherine #323 in
Dickinson gathered for a Mass on Dec. 9 to celebrate their 100th anniversary.

The court’s oldest member, Mary Mann, who
joined in 1945, was celebrated earlier this year
with a reception.

Linda Meyer is the St. Catherine Court’s Regent.
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Lent: setting benchmarks for a new outlook
“Can you get those guys
straightened out?” my friend asked
about a proposed project. “This is
progress for us.”
I wasn’t sure that I understood
the question so I engaged the
conversation further, “One
problem lies in one’s deﬁnition of
‘progress.’ Is progress based solely
on economic factors? Is progress a
holistic approach to the resources
of the area? Is progress a want or
a need?”
These same discussions are
everywhere. And, they will
continue.
There is frustration reading or
listening to the news. To make
matters worse, the events of the
day are exacerbated by the evereclipsing judgment and torturous

rhetoric that scorches people
who have a diﬀerent method or
approach to solving a problem.
Little time is given to listen, to
understand and to be empathetic
to a viewpoint that, in most cases,
forces individual reexamination of
methodology or expected outcome.
It is so easy to be caught up in the
popular fads of the day, saying and
doing what makes for popularity.
But that is not what life is about,
especially life that is true to the
followings of Jesus Christ. Lent is
here and I am excited.
Lent gives me a chance to
focus on how I can be more of a
disciple of Jesus. Lent calls me to
examine my life, my attitudes, my
convictions and my call to action.
Lent is really about walking the

talk that I as a Catholic believe.
Growing up, Lent was about
denial, giving something up,
preparing for Easter Sunday.
I personally can attest that
denial did heighten awareness to
my own luxuries, my own comfort
zone. But, I asked myself this Lent:
did I make the world better?
Lent is really about reform,
changing my life in such a way that
it makes others’ lives better (and
possibly easier). The resolutions
of Lent can be a time of action,
when I, in earnest, make conscious
choices that will make me a
disciple of Jesus Christ.
Jesus will not abandon me. I
need to perform actions that will
show Jesus to others: a smile,
a helping hand, a prayer with

someone in
need, time to
someone grieving. These are some
of the actions Jesus wants me to
perform.
In the end, I hope I can measure
up—not just during Lent, but
that Lenten practices become the
benchmarks that form my future
outlook and actions. Can I make
this commitment? Can I be God’s
handiwork?
I pledge to try harder. Care to
join me?
 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona,
on the family farm in Billings County. They
are members of the Church of St. Patrick
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic
celebrations there as well as at the Churches
of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary
(Medora).

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Any discrimination is foreign to the mind of Christ
Let us not beat around the bush.
Anti-Muslim acts and sentiment
have no place in the Christian life.
For that matter, neither
does anti-semitism, racism,
ethnocentrism, and nationalist
exceptionalism. It is, however,
anti-Muslim viewpoints that most
often creep into Facebook posts,
tweets, conversations, and even
legislation without challenge.
The Church’s teaching on
Islam is clear. Saint John Paul II
expressed the teaching of Vatican
II when he said: “We believe in
the same God, the one God, the
living God, the God who created
the world and brings his creatures
to their perfection…” This does
not mean that Islam is equal to
the Catholic faith. The fullness
of the faith is contained within
the Catholic Church and her
evangelical mission extends to all.
It does mean, however, that we
must reject claims that Muslims
worship a diﬀerent god. In fact,
the very notion is illogical within
the Christian understanding of
who is God.
The Gospel is also clear about
the dignity of all human persons.
It calls us to a new way of life,
one that rejects separation and
respects the inherent human
dignity that exists in all persons
by virtue of being a child of God.
That dignity is not dependent
upon a person’s religion. Muslims,
like Christians, have the same
inherent rights to life, basic needs,
family, education, work, peace,
migration, and practice of religion.
Indeed, the Church teaches that
any discrimination against people
or any harassment of them on the
basis of … religion is foreign to the
mind of Christ.
Catholic Christians either know
this or should know it intuitively.
We would like to think that no
Christian would publicly defend

racist ideologies or acts. Why,
then, do we tolerate or justify
discrimination toward Muslims?
Some communities have
worked to prevent the building of
mosques. People have protested
when Muslim students are given
space for daily prayers. We have
seen calls to ban Muslims from
immigrating to the United States.
Even some North Dakotans have
supported banning recognition of
all “religious laws” as part of an
eﬀort to prevent Islamic practices,
despite the fact that such
legislation is unneeded and “a slap
in the face” of our constitutional
principles. People take to
Facebook to scorn the practice of
head covering but are, for good
reason, upset when schools ban
the carrying of rosaries. Why the
double standard?
The history of relations between
Christian and Muslim nations
is complicated and marked
by hostilities and conﬂicts. It
contributes to a sense of distrust.
In our own time, we have seen
terrorist attacks by the so-called
Islamic State, Al-Qaeda, Taliban,
and “lone wolves” claiming to act
in the name of Islam.
Meanwhile, immigration by
choice and forced migration from
war and persecution have brought
Muslims from diﬀerent countries
and backgrounds to the United
States. Some people see some of
the cultural practices common
in Muslim majority countries as
strange and even incompatible
with American life. Finally, we
cannot discount that too many
people believe the false stories
about Islam, Muslims, and Sharia
law that circulate on the internet.
Christians, however, must never
discriminate against a people.
“Avoid giving oﬀense, whether to
Jews or Greeks or the church of
God,” said Saint Paul. Today, we

could substitute “Muslims” for
“Greeks.”
The ﬁrst Christians were Jewish
and were raised and immersed in
a world of not only Jewish laws
and rituals, but also a social and
political culture infused with a
sense of separateness from, if not
distrust of, the non-Jewish (Greek
or Gentile) world. The Holy Spirit,
however, revealed to them that
Christ came for all, the Jew and
the Greek. Acceptance of the old
law by Gentiles was not necessary
for salvation.
Theology, however, is one thing.
Practice and culture is another.
Jews and Gentiles usually did
not eat meals with each other.
When Peter was in Antioch, he ate
with the Gentiles, respecting the
equality of all revealed by Christ.
When Jewish Christians arrived,
however, he retreated to his old
ways. One by one, other Christians
followed. Even Barnabas who,
with Paul, primarily preached to
the Gentiles, joined Peter in the
act of separation.

Some
scholars, including Pope Benedict
XVI, think that Peter was driven
by a desire not to oﬀend the
Jewish Christians. From Paul’s
perspective, Peter “drew back”
and “separated himself, because
he was afraid of the circumcised.”
Whether it was because of fear,
retreat to habit, or political
compromise to the Jewish
Christians, what Peter did was
seen by Paul as inconsistent with
what had been revealed to them
by the Holy Spirit and an act of
hypocrisy. Paul publicly called him
on it.
The question before us is
whether we will, like Peter and
Barnabas, slip into ways of
tribalism or will we, like Paul,
remind our brothers and sisters
of the new, better, and true way of
Christ?
 Dodson serves as executive director of
the N.D. Catholic Conference, the official
liaison for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck
in matters of public policy.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and
protection of our children, young people and vulnerable adults.
With the hope of healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse
in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has suffered
from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report
allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor,
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575. Phone:
701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can
be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.
com.
CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether
diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their
behavior. To enable the highest level of accountability, there must
be a clear and unambiguous definition of appropriate behavior. To
this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct is defined for the Diocese of
Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing effective and
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Pastoral
Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Sorting through “solutions” to the HIV/AIDS pandemic
Each year human
immunodeﬁciency virus (HIV)
infects about 50,000 people in
the United States, and more than
two million worldwide. Reducing
the number of infections with this
virus, which causes AIDS, is a high
priority for public health oﬃcials.
Some strategies to reach this goal,
however, raise signiﬁcant moral
concerns.
These concerns arise when
experts seek to reduce infection
rates by assuming that men and
women lack the freedom to change
their sexual behaviors or exercise
self control, when they fail to
acknowledge that self-restraint
is possible and morally required,
especially in the face of lifethreatening disease.
One strategy for trying to
control the pandemic includes
“pre-exposure prophylaxis,”
or PrEP, which involves an
uninfected person taking a daily
dose of the drug Truvada, an
anti-retroviral medication. When
someone takes the Truvada pill
each day, and is later exposed to
HIV through sex or injectable drug
use, it can reduce the likelihood
that the virus will establish a
permanent infection by more than
92 percent. While the drug can
have side eﬀects, it is generally
well-tolerated.
Many activists in the gay
movement have argued that
PrEP should be widely available
and promoted, though other
activists strongly disagree. AIDS
Healthcare Foundation (AHF)
founder Michael Weinstein has
stressed, for example, that there
are likely to be compliance issues.
When someone is required to take
a regimen of drugs every day in
order to be protected, he argues, it
is reasonable to expect that some

will fail to do so. A 2014 article in
The Advocate, a gay news outlet,
notes that,
“When asked why so few people
have started PrEP, experts give
plenty of reasons — cost, worries
about long-term eﬀects, and lack
of awareness about the regimen
itself among both doctors and
patients are chief among them.
But one top reason is the stigma
of using PrEP. Weinstein’s name
and the name of his organization,
AHF, have become synonymous
with the stigma surrounding
PrEP use. In an April Associated
Press article, Weinstein declared
that PrEP is ‘a party drug,’ giving
license to gay and bisexual men to
have casual, anonymous sex. He’s
called it a ‘public health disaster
in the making,’ as his oft-repeated
argument is that the most at-risk
people will not adhere to taking a
pill each day.”
These compliance concerns
have led some researchers
and clinicians to look into the
possibility of one-time “disco
dosing,” where an individual
would take the medication,
in a high dose, prior to each
anticipated “risky weekend.”
There are other problems with
PrEP as well. Some researchers
have noted that once people
start on the drug, their risk
compensation changes, meaning
they engage in more sex with
“non-primary partners.” Even
if PrEP reduces rates of HIV
infection, as studies have
suggested, the incidence of other
sexually transmitted diseases
(STDs) may rise due to riskcompensation behaviors. PrEP can
provide a false sense of security
and encourage the lowering of
inhibitions.
These kinds of approaches

Questions
I was afraid to ask
FR. JOHN PAUL GARDNER

Q:
A:

What is eucharistic adoration and what
do I do during adoration?
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament is happening more and
more around our diocese and throughout United States, thanks be
to God! How awesome it is to see faithful souls devoted to a weekly
holy hour? Even so, unfortunately many Catholics still don’t know
what it is or what to do when they are in the presence of Jesus.

When I was about 12 years old I was much like most Catholics who don’t
understand the value of adoration. Real “tragedy” struck when on the
first Friday of July that year my mother told me I had to spend an hour in
adoration before I could go swimming at the community swimming pool.
I remember how distraught I was as I entered the church almost completely
empty except for an old lady and a few of my fellow captives, I mean,
my brothers and sisters. The first 10 minutes were the most painful. I was
constantly thinking of the beautiful swimming pool I was not able to swim
in, but instead, I was stuck at church.
Then my mind began to clear and I realized where I was, in the presence of
almighty God. His presence revealed my selfishness. In fact, when I began
to consider the fact that I was in the presence of His Divine Majesty, the
whole church became, for me, like an amazing pool of grace. Believe me,
I was extremely happy when the holy hour was up and I could dive into
the swimming pool outside, but something in my heart changed forever.
I realized there was an infinite amount of incredible, phenomenal, untold,
mind-blowing graces available at the church every day.

directed towards certain “atrisk populations” clearly raise
concerns about sanctioning or
supporting immoral behaviors.
Medical professionals have raised
objections of conscience when
it comes to prescribing PrEP to
HIV-negative men who indicate
they are, or will be, sexually active
with other men. They may raise
similar objections to providing
prescriptions for “disco dosing.”
Writing such prescriptions means
cooperating in, or facilitating, the
evil actions of others.
Is pre-exposure prophylaxis
always illicit? Not necessarily. For
example, if a medical professional
were to prescribe Truvada to the
wife of a man who was infected
through pre- or extramarital
sexual activity, it would be for the
purposes of protecting the wife
from infection during marital
relations, and would not involve
the problem of promoting or
facilitating unethical sexual
behaviors.
STDs constitute a serious
danger in an age where sexual
behaviors are becoming ever more
indiscriminate. STD outbreaks and
pandemics often have their origins

in unchaste
behaviors
and morally
disordered forms of sexuality. The
Centers for Disease Control notes
that “men who have sex with men
(MSM) remain the group most
heavily aﬀected by HIV in the
United States. CDC estimates that
MSM represent approximately 4
percent of the male population
in the United States but male-tomale sex accounted for more than
three- fourths (78 percent) of new
HIV infections among men and
nearly two-thirds (63 percent)
of all new infections in 2010.”
We should not be supporting or
facilitating behaviors involving
multiple sexual partners. These
sexual practices, in the ﬁnal
analysis, are not only immoral in
themselves, but also reckless and
clearly contributory to the spread
of STDs.
 Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA,
and serves as the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor
of bioethics at the University of Mary in
Bismarck. See www.ncbcenter.org

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intentions for March
Evangelization:
Formation in Spiritual Discernment
That the Church may appreciate the
urgency of formation in spiritual
discernment, both on the personal and
communitarian levels.

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament is a time we Catholics (or anyone
with a prayerful heart) take to worship the true God in the person of Jesus
Christ Who is really, truly present in the eucharistic host. Catholics usually
make what is known as a holy hour to honor Jesus’ heartfelt request to
His closest disciples during His lonely agony in the garden, “Could you not
spend one hour with me?”
Perhaps you’ve stayed for a few moments of adoration at your parish and
then left, or maybe you pondered taking a holy hour each week, but, like me,
you hesitated—thinking of all the other things you could be doing.
Here are some ideas about how to spend your time in adoration. First of all,
don’t worry about what you are to say, simply be in the presence of Jesus.
That is pretty mind-blowing stuff in and of itself.
Second, call to mind your sins or sufferings and ask Jesus to have mercy on
you. Great healing is available to those who come to adoration.
Third, are you thankful for anything? Think of each person or thing in your
life you are thankful for and thank Jesus for each one.
Fourth, read a little of the Sacred Scriptures and pause quietly to think in
your heart what it means. The holy rosary and our Blessed Mother can be
very helpful when doing this. Listen to what Jesus is saying to you. After all,
He is truly present in front of you.
Lastly, I remind you of the first advice, be in the presence of Jesus and look at
Him. The catechism of the Catholic Church tells the beautiful short story of
St. John Vianney who was amazed that one of his parishioners would spend
such long hours in front of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. He said to him,
“What do you do in adoration?” The man simply responded, “I look at Him
and He looks at me.”
Ave Maria!
 Fr. Gardner is pastor of St. Peter in Fort Yates and the Catholic Indian Mission,
as well as the satellite parishes in Cannon Ball, Porcupine, Selfridge and Solen.
If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the time to ask it! Simply
email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question Afraid to
Ask” in the subject line.
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Rethinking Youth Ministry
CARRIE DAVIS

Lent and Generation Z go together like peanut butter and jelly
At ﬁrst glance, we might assume that Lent
would be the least favorite Church season
among youth because we often focus on giving up things we like (which is often hard
for teens) and because of the solemn atmosphere of the season. But, I feel that Lent is
the perfect time for teens to grow in their own
personal faith and spirituality.
Lent is a season that gives our teens exactly what they are seeking (even if they don’t
realize it) and typical Lenten activities align
perfectly with the gifts and characteristics of
the current tween (between ages 10 and 12)
and teen generation known as Generation Z.
In case you aren’t aware, Generation Z
are those born between 1995 and 2010. They
currently make up 26% of the U.S. population, which is a higher percentage than any
other current generation. Generation Z’ers
have unique gifts and characteristics that are
important to understand for youth ministry
at the parish level or in the context of parent/
child formation at home. I have mentioned
some of these characteristics in an earlier article, but want to mention them again as they
relate to the context of this article and the
season of Lent.
Generation Z’ers are characterized by the
following:
• Digitally connected an average of 9 hours a
day, however prefer face to face communication when given the choice.
• Seeking relationships with adults, peers
and children based on mutual respect and
understanding.
• Accustomed to comfort but are not particularly materialistic and are economically
conservative, as they have been shaped by

the Great Recession.
• Distracted and anxious, but long for opportunities for silence and reﬂection.
• The most educated generation in history.
• Are entrepreneurial and desire to change the
world.
During Lent, we as parents and parish
leaders can use these common characteristics
to our advantage to ﬁnds ways to connect our
teens to God and give them the opportunity to
encounter God in a way that will be meaningful and relevant. Here are just a few examples.
Allow your teens to stay digitally connected
during Lent. I know I often encourage my own
kids to give up some form of technology for
Lent, but technology can be an asset as well.
Have them download a Lent-focused app such
as Lentsanity, Xt3 Lent Calendar, or CRS’ Rice
Bowl app. These apps oﬀer daily reﬂections,
scripture readings, blogs, podcasts, ways to
track your Lent goals, and more. In addition
to apps, there are many great websites and
social media groups you can follow that will
help guide your teens throughout their Lenten
experience.
Find opportunities to make a diﬀerence:
Gen Z’ers are very focused on making an
impact on the world and love the opportunity
to create and problem solve. Lent is a perfect
opportunity to identify an issue in your community, state, country or around the world
that your teens are passionate about, and do
something. Raise money for a charity, set
aside time to pray for a speciﬁc issue or problem, sign up to volunteer, or just take time to
learn more about an issue that is important to
you.

Make time for quiet
time. We often assume
that teens like the noise
and hustle and bustle of life, but research
shows that constantly being “connected” and
all the anxiety and competing demands of life
actually enhances teen’s hunger for opportunities to disconnect, experience awe, and ﬁnd
peace. Provide opportunities for Eucharistic
Adoration or other quiet prayer. Encourage
your teens to disconnect from technology,
even if just for 15 minutes, and instead pray in
whichever way they prefer. Put away phones
at bedtime or leave them in a diﬀerent room,
to allow for more peaceful and undisturbed
sleep.
Make time to learn and connect with others. Gen Z’ers are seeking relationships where
they feel like they belong and are respected.
They also love to learn and always have questions, especially when it comes to the faith.
Parents, ﬁnd out what your parish is oﬀering
during Lent and take advantage of the many
opportunities available. Also, ﬁrst ask and
then listen to what your children want to do
and get out of this Lenten season, and support
them in their journey in any way that you can.
Even though we are already a few weeks into
Lent, there is still time to make the most of it.
Focus on the beauty of Lent each and every
day and take time to engage your teens in
activities and prayer that will help guide them
throughout this season.
 Davis is the director of the Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries which promotes and advocates for youth
and young adult ministries across the diocese; provides
tools and resources to support youth and young adult
ministries at the parish level; and provides workshops and
training programs for youth ministers.

Guest Column
Charity in aid and action
There has been much discussion
on the tax law changes and its
possible impact on businesses,
families, and nonproﬁts. With the
increased standard deduction,
some experts fear that charitable
giving will decrease signiﬁcantly.
No one knows for sure what
will happen, but the local success
of Giving Hearts Day may help
ease some of those fears. In North
Dakota, the Dakota Medical
Foundation (DMF) and Impact
Institute encouraged people
to donate online for 24 hours
on Thursday the week before
Valentine’s Day. Even if you
didn’t participate yourself, you
have probably, at least, seen or
heard about Giving Hearts Day on
billboards and in the news.
For many local nonproﬁts,
Giving Hearts Day is so important
in keeping the doors open. For us
it is one of our biggest events of
the year, along with the Catholic
Charities North Dakota Sunday
celebration. Gifts received from
Giving Hearts Day make up a
signiﬁcant portion of all the
donations we receive throughout
the rest of the year.
Just as importantly, the news
coverage leading up to Giving
Hearts Day gives an opportunity
to share our positive stories
of helping people in need and
changing lives with new audiences
far beyond the parishes and client

families. The event reminds people
of the great work nonproﬁts
do, and not only does it help
ﬁnancially but the advertising
we do helps those in need of
counseling or other services learn
about our programs and ﬁnd us so
we can serve them.
While people of all ages and
backgrounds join in giving online,
Giving Hearts Day lends itself
particularly for people of diﬀerent
faiths or no aﬃliation to learn
about and consider supporting
our work, especially younger
generations and millennials who
may be more inclined to give
online.
According to the Impact
Foundation’s website
(impactgiveback.org), more than
$13.1 million was raised this
year for local nonproﬁts. This
is an astounding amount. Such
generosity cannot come from just
one or a couple of people, showing
the power of many individuals
working together.
In fact, the total included more
than 28,000 participants, giving
to more than 400 causes. Whether
you supported our eﬀorts at
Catholic Charities North Dakota,
many of our Catholic Schools, local
pro-life organizations, healthcare
providers, or many other
organizations, thank you to all
participated this year. At Catholic
Charities, we were blessed to reach

our goal with over $50,000 in
total donations, greatly needed
for our growing counseling and
adoption programs.
If the results of Giving Hearts
Day are any indication, then we
can remain conﬁdent that the
good people of North Dakota will
continue to help the less fortunate
by providing them aid and
assistance for healing and recovery
through their favorite charities.
As important as your support
is, the call to charity requires more
than ﬁnancial aid. It has been said
that journalists should “comfort
the aﬄicted and aﬄict the
comfortable.” Often repeated, this
phrase was traced back more than
100 years to Finley Peter Dunne of
the Chicago Evening Post. Later,
this phrase was used to encourage
Christians and others to help those
in need and to be a voice for the
voiceless.
It has also been attributed to
Catholic convert Dorothy Day, and
the Catholic Worker Movement.
Along with Peter Maurin and
friends, Day started homes for the
working poor, a newspaper to give
them a voice, and a lasting eﬀort
starting in the Great Depression
times of the 1930s that continues
today (see www.catholicworker.
com). In nearby Moorhead,
Minn., we have both a Dorothy
Day House and a Dorothy Day
Food Pantry for the hungry and

CHAD PROSOSKI

homeless
guests.
Yes,
when we
think of charity usually we think
of helping those in need. Yet
charity is more than that as it also
requires justice. The example of
Dorothy Day as both a servant and
advocate, and the Catholic social
teachings upon which our work
rests require us equally to speak
up against injustice and to oﬀer
our deep tradition of solutions that
respect the dignity of every person.
Why stand up for those who are
suﬀering? Beyond our Christian
duty to love our neighbor, if we
don’t stop persecutions of others
now, who will stop them if it
happens to us?
Thank you to all who make
ﬁnancial sacriﬁces to give
to charity. This is incredibly
important, but doing so does not
absolve us from working to solve
problems. Who is responsible for
making the world a better place?
Each of us is—you, me, everybody.
To quote Saint John Paul II when
he spoke of love requiring sacrﬁce,
“Do not be afraid!”
 Prososki is the Director of Development
and Community Relations for Catholic
Charities North Dakota (CCND). For more
than 90 years, CCND and its supporters have
been putting their faith in action helping
people and changing lives. Chad can be
reached at info@catholicharitiesnd.org or
701-235-4457.
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March 17

Mother/Son

Municipal Country Club, Bismarck

Irish
Party

This is a night where mothers, aunts,
grandmothers or others will let the
sspecial guys in their lives (ages 4 & up)
sp
treat them to dinner and dancing.

Come celebrate with expecting and new parents at the
Celebration of New Life Mass with Bishop Kagan on Tuesday,
April 17, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit!
All are invited and families are encouraged; parents will
receive a blessing. New life is such a gift!

Celebration of New Life

Guests are encouraged to dress in
festive Irish garb for the event.
$

50 per Mother/Son couple
$

10 each additional Son
Register at

bismarckdiocese.com/mother-son
Social and appetizers 5-6 p.m.
Supper served at 6 with
dancing to follow.

Questions? Contact
Christie Collins at
(864) 354-5046 or
ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com

The evening ends at 9:30 p.m.
Contact Tara Brooke
at 701-204-7209
with questions.

Tuesday, April 17, 6:30 p.m.
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit

DaughterBall

Father

Saturday, April 28
5 p.m. Social • 6 p.m. Dinner
Bismarck Municipal Country Club
An event for fathers and daughters age 4-18.
Supper will be served with the dance to follow.
A picture will be taken of each Father Daughter couple.
Tickets: $50/father daughter couple.
($10 each additional daughter)
Register online at bismarckdiocese.com/ball

Sponsored by:

Diocese of Bismarck
Office of Family Ministry
Tara Brooke • tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com
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Keeping Our Promise
Mike Vetter, FIC

Pat Dolan, FICF

Minot
701-240-0424
michael.vetter@kofc.org

General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC

Mike Klabo, FIC

Bismarck
701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Strasburg
701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF
Bismarck
701-222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

This could be you

