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Knowledge empowerment

A Catholic response
to gender ideology

Bismarck African Mission success story focuses on rising above poverty
By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer
A successful Kenyan
entrepreneur who ascended from
poverty to run his own ﬁnancial
consulting ﬁrm is giving back
to a Bismarck Diocese mission
that partly ﬁnanced his academic
success.
Hesborn Birisi, 34, has nearly
completed a Ph.D. and is helping
support some of the 415 AIDS
orphans via the Bismarck African
Mission program, located in
western Kenya.
In August, missionary worker
Patricia Clark of Bismarck
hosted the Birisi family. Between
visiting the region’s tourist sites,
he spoke to local groups about
what the mission did for him as
an impoverished youth and how
it beneﬁts orphans of the AIDS
epidemic today.
The mission assisted Hesborn
when he was 17. His family lacked
enough money to aﬀord high
school. In Kenya, students must
pay for their secondary public
education before they can advance
to the university.
Photo by LeAnn Eckroth
Hesborn was not an AIDS
The
Birisi
family,
Hesborn,
Maureen
and
their
two
children,
son, Terrence,
orphan, but in the single-parent
7, and daughter, Mercy Shantell, 3, recently visited Bismarck to share
home, he and three siblings relied
their story of how assistance years ago from the Bismarck African Mission
on their mother’s income earned
helped them succeed.
making sweaters to survive.
subject was still taboo and like an omen to the
Despite the poverty, the bright
culture, said Hesborn.
teen wasn’t deterred.
“He would say that AIDS is real and it kills.
He walked seven miles to seek help from
He was more concerned, especially about the
Alice Hager of Underwood, N.D., then a key
youth. Because he contracted the virus as a
diocesan missionary in Kenya. “I met with
youth,” said Hesborn. “He was instilling in
Madame Alice. I shared my story.”
them good morals, avoiding bad behavior.
After a careful background check, Hager
surprised him with the news the mission would He was criticizing about the victimization of
AIDS patients. The mission was focused on
pay his scholarship.
education at that time to avoid it.” He credits
“The scholarship allowed me to complete
the program for reducing the rate AIDS spread
grade three and four of high school,” he said,
in his country.
adding it would have been very diﬃcult to
Through the Kenya government grant,
ﬁnish high school without it.
Hesborn
earned an undergraduate degree
He made good marks and qualiﬁed for the
in
accounting
and became a certiﬁed public
public university where he would later be
accountant.
His
internship with the Jesuit
subsidized by a government sponsorship.
priests’ organization involved serving as an
He ﬁnished high school in 2002, but a
accountant for their development program.
backlog of students delayed his start at the
He returned to the university to earn a
university until 2005. As he waited for a
master’s
degree in business administration.
college slot to open, Hesborn volunteered at
Hesborn continues to run a successful
the Bismarck Mission, assisting with an AIDS
consulting
ﬁrm for ﬁnance and business
awareness education program.
startups.
He
is a tutorial fellow/lecturer and
He and the missionaries brought an
is
preparing
his
Ph.D.
AIDS patient to Kenyan churches, schools,
thesis
about
mobile
community centers and youth groups to warn
Continued on page 4
them about the deadly disease. At the time, the

Three-day conference sponsored
by the diocese
Clergy and those directly involved in
ministry recently attended a conference
entitled “A Catholic Response to Gender
Ideology” sponsored by the diocese.
The three-day conference, held at the
University of Mary in Sept., welcomed
guest speakers who addressed the medical,
psychological, philosophical, theological,
pastoral and legal perspectives related
to gender ideology. Gender ideology can
be referred to as a set of roles or socially
constructed concepts in a particular culture
that are associated with gender.
A combination of local and national
speakers ﬁlled the schedule. The objective
of the conference was to present the issues
involved and discuss ways to prepare a
proactive, truthful and compassionate
Catholic response to gender ideology when
issues arise.
The conference began with a talk
provided by Dr. Ann Brodeur, professor of
history at the University of Mary. Her talk
titled “What is Gender Ideology and Why
do U.S. Dioceses Need to Be Prepared to
Respond to It?” gave a general overview
of the topics at hand. She distinguished
gender versus sex—gender being an
awareness and sense of one’s self as male
or female and sex being the chromosomal
makeup of a person’s body determining
male or female.
Dr. Brodeur also gave the audience a
sense of how to understand the new gender
landscape. Gender dysphoria—identifying
as the opposite of one’s sex—is not a new
concept. However, gender ideology is the
social and political movement that has
brought it into the forefront.
The second day of the conference oﬀered
a full day of speakers—both local and from
across the U.S.
Deacon Patrick Lappert, MD, plastic
surgeon and deacon serving in the Diocese
of Birmingham, Alabama, addressed the
topic of transgender surgery and Christian
anthropology. Dr. James Link, Bismarck
clinical psychologist, talked about what the
practice of psychology tells us about gender
identity. The philosophical and theological
issues were addressed by two professors at
the University of Mary—Dr. Chris Collins
and Dr. Donald Bungum.
Providing the pastoral perspective was
Fr. Philip Bochanski, executive director
Continued on page 5
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Join me in praying a daily rosary
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

W

ith the coming of the
month of October, the
month by a venerable
custom dedicated to the Holy
Rosary, I ask all of you to join
me in praying daily the rosary.
The intention I ask all of you
to include in your daily rosary
is two-fold: for the consolation
and healing of the victims of
sexual abuse by anyone in the
Church (clergy, religious or
laity); and that through the
powerful intercession of the
Blessed Mother, the Lord will
expel this demon from the
Church.
To pray the rosary is to

unite ourselves to Our Blessed
Mother in a spiritual way, just
as Our Lord Himself was united
to Her in both a physical and
spiritual way during the course
of His earthly life. Her faithful
love and devotion to Him was
His great joy and consolation
and it is no wonder that Jesus
shares His Mother with us
as He suffers and dies for us
on the Cross. The rosary is a
beautiful prayer, easy to pray
and the more we pray it the
more we want to pray it every
day. If you pray the rosary every
day please continue and add my
special intentions to your own.
If you don’t pray the rosary
every day, please begin, at least
for the month of October. To
pray for oneself is to use the
Holy Spirit’s gift of wisdom; to
pray for others and their needs
is a profound act of charity.
Also, during the month of
October the Church celebrates
many wonderful feasts of saints
in its liturgies. For instance,
some of these feasts honor St.
Therese of Lisieux, the Little
Flower, the Guardian Angels,
St. Francis of Assisi, Pope Saint
John XXIII, St. Teresa of Avila,
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque,
St. Ignatius of Antioch, St.
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Luke, Sts. John de Brebeuf,
Isaac Jogues and Companions,
the North American Martyrs,
St. Paul of the Cross, and Pope
Saint John Paul II. While it
may not be possible to attend
and participate at Mass on all
of these feasts, one good way of
celebrating them and uniting
ourselves to these great saints,
our brothers and sisters in the
Communion of Saints, is to read
about their lives. I love reading
about the lives of the saints for
many reasons, but one reason
especially is that I always find
something in their lives which
is very similar to my life—a
joy or sorrow, a spiritual or
physical suffering—how they
accepted them gives me great
hope and consolation.
The Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass is the Church’s greatest
and most perfect act of worship
of Almighty God. The holy
rosary is one of the Church’s
most efficacious private and
public devotions. In this month
of October, please make the
sacrifice to go to Mass and to
pray the rosary. As Saint Paul
exhorted the Christians of
Rome, “Rejoice in your hope,
be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer.” (Rom.
12:12)
May we all love the Lord with
all our strength and then accept
and do His holy will!

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 2018
Oct. 4

• Diocesan Finance Council,
Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Oct. 5

• Rosary-World Day of Prayer,
Church of Saint Anne,
Bismarck, 1 p.m.

Oct. 6

• Confirmation, Church of St.
Leo the Great, Minot, 4 p.m.

Oct. 7

• Confirmation, Church of St.
Jerome, Mohall, 11 a.m.

Oct. 8

• Our Lady of Fatima Mass,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.

Oct. 9

• FirstChoice Clinic Friends
Night Out, Ramkota,
Bismarck, 6 p.m.

Oct. 12

• Cabinet Meeting, Chancery
Office, Bismarck, 10:30 a.m.

Oct. 13

• Confirmation, Church of
Sacred Heart, Wilton, 7 p.m.

Oct. 14

• Confirmation, Church of St.
John’s, Minot, 10:30 a.m.
Confirmation, Church of
Our Lady of Grace, Minot,
2 p.m.

Oct. 15 – 18 • Catholic Extension Mission
Bishops Conference,
Chicago, Illinois
Oct. 20

• Msgr. Chad Gion’s
Installation Mass,
Sts. Peter and Paul, Fort
Yates, 5:30 p.m.

Oct. 21

• Confirmation, Church of St.
Joseph, Williston,
1:30 p.m.

Oct. 22

• White Mass, Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
5:30 p.m.

Oct. 23

• Real Presence Radio
interview, 9 a.m.

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intentions for October
Evangelization:
The Mission of Religious
That consecrated religious men and
women may bestir themselves, and
be present among the poor, the
marginalized, and those who have no
voice.
Photo credit: New Earth, Fargo Diocese
On Sept. 9, Bishop Kagan traveled to Assumption Church in Pembina for its 200th
anniversary celebration Mass. Many bishops, priests and faithful gathered for the occasion
commemorating the oldest Catholic parish in the Dakotas, Minnesota, Manitoba area.
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Cruise ship priest
Father Klemmer serves the needs of the faithful while traveling around the world
By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer
Some might think that retired
priests’ lives are ﬁlled with quiet
reﬂection and ample relaxation.
It’s much
to the
contrary for
the several
retired
priests of the
Bismarck
Diocese, who
keep plenty
busy in their
so-called
“twilight
Fr. Marvin Klemmer
years.”
One ﬁnds himself blessed with
the dual opportunity to travel
abroad while helping others keep
the faith.
Being a cruise chaplain has
aﬀorded Fr. Marvin Klemmer the
chance to visit all seven continents
in the past 20 years. While he
has sailed much of the globe,
his travels also deepened his
understanding about the human
spirit and about how he can help
others’ trials.
Father Klemmer, 78, was born
in New England, N.D. and later
moved to Bismarck with his family
in the 1950s.
His calling to priesthood came
subtly. He and his classmates at St.
Mary’s Grade School were urged
to consider the commitment. Yet,
he wasn’t sure then, but heeded a
sixth-grade teacher’s advice to say
three Hail Mary’s daily and ask
God what He wanted of him.
“On the night before I was
ordained, I prayed, ‘This is getting
pretty close. If I’m not supposed
to be a priest, have this building
collapse or something,’” he joked.
No such epiphany occurred. In
1966, Klemmer was ordained. He
went on to serve as a pastor at St.
Leo’s in Minot and Church of the
Ascension in Bismarck. He retired
from active priestly ministry in
July 2011.

Becoming a cruise priest
While still a full-time priest,
Fr. Klemmer got word of three
priests serving as cruise chaplains
from the Bismarck Diocese. He
pondered how one became a cruise
chaplain.
“That would be a way of seeing
the world. I could never justify
going as a passenger. It could

be a working vacation and see
the world at the same time,” Fr.
Klemmer reasoned.
Pastoral cruises are arranged
through an organization known
as the Apostolate of the Sea USA
that was established by a group of
bishops. Cost of the cruises for the
unpaid chaplains vary according
to cruise policy, said Fr. Klemmer.
An active parish priest cannot join
a cruise on a whim. The trip must
ﬁrst be approved by the diocesan
bishop and there must be a
request for the priest to serve.
Being a cruise chaplain
also cannot conﬂict with other
obligations of the priest such as
school board meetings, church
boards, parish work or diocese
positions. For a priest to become
a cruise chaplain, the agency
must authorize it and the priest
must be in good standing with the
local diocese. Generally, a cruise
assignment is taken during a
carefully planned vacation that ﬁts
with the priest’s busy schedule.

Serving the passengers’ needs
Cruise passengers come from
all types of faiths, ethnicities and
customs. Yet, somehow having a
priest aboard proves a comfort to
many, said Fr. Klemmer.
Cruise oﬃcials request a priest,
he explained. “They have a policy.
They always want a priest aboard
ship.”
He recalls one woman reacted
with tears of joy when she saw him
because she feared she would not
be able to properly observe Holy
Week.
Aboard, Fr. Klemmer oﬃciates
daily Mass, conducts a nondenominational service every
Sunday, and holds a special
Sunday evening service for the
crew when their work is done.
Church services are typically
held in a theater since there is no
designated chapel on board.
Every day is a church day for
Fr. Klemmer while on a cruise. He
rises at 6:30 a.m., eats breakfast
and starts Mass at 8:30. He ﬁts
in a little exercise and spends
time making himself available if
anybody needs a chat, counsel
or pay a visit to the inﬁrmary.
People’s stay at an inﬁrmary is
temporary until they can be taken
to the nearest hospital at the next
port.
He ﬁrst served as a cruise

Father Klemmer, retired priest of the diocese, poses with some of the animals he visited
at the Caversham Wildlife Park in Melbourne, Australia during one of the cruise port
excursions.

chaplain 1997 during a sabbatical.
He took a ship from Denmark to
Rome and from Rome ﬂew to Tel
Aviv.
“The last two cruises I’ve done
have been around the world
cruises,” said Fr. Klemmer. “On
the Queen Mary, I started from
South Hampton, England to South
Africa, Madagascar, Mauritrus,
to Australia.” Another adventure
started in Cape Town South Africa
and sailed through the Panama
Canal to Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Despite, the exotic excursions,
it is the people he has helped and
met on the cruises that mean the
most to him.
One elderly man declined using
an easier access to Mass, recalled
Fr. Klemmer, because his wife
needed her exercise. She suﬀered
from dementia. “He said ‘She will
never know we took this cruise,
but I know, the man said.’ Isn’t
that dedication?”
He visited one woman in the
inﬁrmary who shattered her elbow
and seriously injured her leg
shortly after the cruise launched.
He comforted and counseled
another couple whose disabled
child had died while they were
away on a cruise, days before they
could reach the child.
There is the occasional
counseling, as well, when someone
spots Fr. Klemmer. “People
appreciate you being on board.
They feel safer,” he said. “They’ll
spend time and talk to you. The
staﬀ will talk with you when they
aren’t working.”
The staﬀ really works hard.
Many are married with a family.
They have issues too. They can be
away from their spouse or family
for six months. They send money
home, he explained.
“They’ll say ‘it’s so nice to have
you aboard ship.’” Fr. Klemmer
said. “They feel safe that there is
someone around.”
Father Klemmer also recalls
meeting a couple in their 90s
married 77 years. “You don’t see

that much.”
Duties require him to be
vigilant to passengers’ needs. “It’s
not really a relaxing cruise all the
way. You can read novels and talk
to people, but there is always the
possibility that someone is not
well or an emergency.”
He said there is time for fun on
a cruise, but there is limited access
to become acquainted with locals
at the port. For the most part, the
ship is docked in the port at 8:30
in the morning and passengers
are back aboard by late afternoon.
On occasion, they do stay a couple
days and can take a bus and do
some sight-seeing. However, there
isn’t a lot of time to spend visiting
with the people in port.
“I do like to take pictures of the
natives. I will try to get a picture of
the family, an infant in the arms of
mom and dad,” he explained.
He has seen people devastated
by cyclones living in tents and
worse, he said.
There is the occasional celebrity
encounter. He met Warren Buﬀet
on a recent cruise. He hadn’t
sought him out, but saw him in the
elevator.
Father Klemmer is cautious not
to impose his pictures and videos
of the cruises on captive audiences
when he returns, but does share
glimpses of his adventures with
friends and family when asked.
He said the travel has been a
privilege. “You get to see all these
things up close and the beauty
there.”
He jokes that his photography
skills needed a little honing at ﬁrst
when using modern technology.
His nieces and nephews bought
him an iPad for some of his trips.
“I took a lot of selﬁes at ﬁrst,” he
said with a chuckle. His skills on
the device have since improved.
Where would Fr. Klemmer like
to sail next? An available cruise
that encircles the North Pole
intrigues him. “I wouldn’t mind
doing that. Other than that, I have
been everywhere.”
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Bismarck African Mission success story focuses on rising above poverty
Continued from page 1

financing and financial stability. He also
teaches students in accounting and finance.

Change in focus of the mission
In the mid 2000s, the Bismarck Diocese
mission changed the focus to concentrate on
AIDS orphans, said Hesborn and Clark.
In 2004, the United Nations started funding
medical treatment of AIDS patients. Although
the outbreak slowed in Kenya, hundreds of
children were left behind, vulnerable, poor and
uneducated.
“HIV/AIDs became a crisis in Kenya…. They
have nothing. The only asset they have is their
mind,” said Hesborn. “The mission focuses
now on knowledge empowerment. They can
use that knowledge to change their lifestyle,
their social class of living. Without help from
the mission, they would not prosper. The help
is very important.”
The mission involves a regular food
distribution program and will build the
children a simple shelter in extreme cases,
providing them farm animals as a long-term
source of food and income, paying for their
education and mentoring. The program is now
working on a project to purify water sources.
He said the HIV rate is now dropping and he
credits the mission for some of that.
Yet, there, job seekers still outnumber job
opportunities. Hesborn encourages youth both
to complete their education and to pursue
independent business startups of their own.
He said the mission also encourages the
growth of the children’s faith as well as their
education. Donations to the mission help the
children succeed, said Hesborn.
The Birisi family, Hesborn, Maureen and
their two children, son, Terrence, 7, and
daughter, Mercy Shantell, 3, visited Medora,
Mount Rushmore, the University of Mary, Lake
Metigoshe and spent time visiting local schools
to tell Hesborn’s inspiring story.
In Kenya, he also shares his story with the
orphans at the mission and assures them they
are not alone. “I was in that life before, but
you can make it in life if you are determined,
if you are focused on your vision and mission,
you will achieve it,” he will tell the orphans.
He encourages them to have good learning

skills, gives them career guidance and has
given financial support to orphans himself.
He mentors groups of boys and girls. He and
his wife also serve to foster a 12-year-old girl
in their home during times when she’s not
attending boarding school.

More about the Bismarck African Mission
The Bismarck African Mission has assisted
Kenyan children for more than 20 years.
Launched in 1990 at the bequest of Bishop
John Kinney, the mission was education
based and focused on sending poor children to
school, Clark said.
In 2007, organizers agreed the greatest
need was to send the AIDS orphans to school.
“In 1990, AIDS wasn’t very prevalent. But, by
2000, it was,” Clark said.
The orphans often stay in their home they
once lived with their now-deceased parents,
according to Clark. The children will help
neighboring relatives like grandparents or
aunts and uncles farm and get food, she said.
The mission has provided basic needs like
lanterns to study by at night, a small portion
of food and a weekly allowance. Livestock such
as chickens and goats are also granted to those
who do well in school.
The program has also raised money for
mattresses and blankets for the orphans. “We
had kids sleeping on rags on a mud floor,” she
said. Hasborn said he was one of them as a
young boy in Kenya.
“We probably provide half of what they
need. They have to raise a garden, cook the
food,” she said.
Clark said the unemployment rate in Kenya
is 60 to 70 percent and more than half the
population is under the age of 25.
“The job market is really tight,” Clark said.
“Hesborn has managed to get really good jobs.
He has a big heart for kids who have other
problems. He helped other orphans in the
program and sponsored other students with
high school costs.”
The mission is fully funded by donations to
the annual African Mission Appeal conducted
by the diocese. In addition to Clark, several
missionaries from the diocese have spent time
in service to the diocesan mission. Currently,
Fr. David Morman is the Bismarck lead

Maureen Birisi prepares an authentic Kenyan dish called
uagali for their hosts, Patricia and her husband, Ron.

missionary in Kenya. His blog updates can
be viewed on Facebook at Bismarck Catholic
Mission. More information can also be found at
the diocesan website at bismarckdiocese.com/
african-mission.

Invited to visit the U.S.
Patricia invited Hesborn and his family to
North Dakota for a visit. For their hospitality,
Patricia and her husband, Ron, were treated
to a few authentic Kenyan dishes, prepared
by Hesborn’s wife Maureen, 29, a math and
chemistry teacher. The couple met while
attending the university.
Maureen prepared a Kenyan staple and
favorite of the family, uagali. White corn flour
is gradually poured into a boiling pan of water
that thickens gradually into a solid cake-like
base. It is garnished with boiled kale and a
spicy red meat sauce.
“He was very smart and applied himself,”
Clark said. “He has become successful because
he has taken every opportunity to pull himself
up with the very little he had. He worked very
hard,” Clark said.

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
St. Bonaventure
Location: Underwood
Date/time: Sept. 30, 4:30 to 7 p.m.
Menu: Fried chicken, salad bar, mashed potatoes,
gravy, corn, dessert and beverage
Cost: Adults $10, children 6-12 years $5, and 5 and
under free
St. Martin
Location: Center (civic center)
Date/time: Sept. 30, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Ham, meatballs, mashed potatoes, corn
and dessert
Cost: Free-will offering
Includes: Cake walk, craft and produce table, raffle
St. Martin
Location: Hazen
Date/time: Sept. 30, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, potatoes, corn, coleslaw,
pickles, pie and ice cream
Cost: Adults and seniors $10, ages 6-12 $7, age 5
and under free
Includes: Cake walk, craft and produce table, raffle
St. Anthony
Location: New Town
Date/time: Sept. 30, 4 to 7 p.m.
Menu: Turkey dinner
Includes: Raffle and silent auction
Sacred Heart
Location: Wilton (Memorial Hall)
Date/time: Oct. 7, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn, salads,
buns and pie
Cost: Adults $10, children 4-10 $5, children 3 and
under free
Includes: Chinese auction, bingo starting at 1:30
p.m., kids games, pumpkin walk
St. Anthony
Location: St. Anthony
Date/time: Oct. 7, Noon
Menu: Fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes, kuchen

and trimmings
Cost: Adults $10, children 3-12 $5, children under
3 free
Includes: Verein Hall activities from 12:30 to
4 p.m. of bingo, silent auction, paddle wheel and
other games, ending with drawings for parish and
Christian Mothers raffles. St. Anthony Church is
now handicap accessible.

Includes: Quilt auction beginning at 6:30 p.m.
with the raffle drawing taking place throughout
dinner and the quilt auction. Meal tickets can be
purchased ahead of time after weekend Masses or
anytime at the parish office.

St. Mary’s
Location: Foxholm
Date/time: Oct. 7, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef and all the fixings
Cost: Adults $10, children
ages 7-12 $5, ages 3-6 $3
Includes: Raffle and pies

Date/time: Oct. 14, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Menu: Chipped beef, mashed potatoes, gravy,
hamburger rice, coleslaw, corn, relishes,
homemade buns and pie
Cost: Adults $12, grades 1-8 $6, under six free
Includes: Silent auction, raffle and bingo at the
community hall beginning at 5:30 p.m.

St. Mary’s
Location: Bismarck
Date/time: Oct. 7, 4-6 p.m.
Menu: Turkey, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy,
cranberries, green bean casserole, dinner rolls,
pumpkin and apple pie, angel food cake
Cost: Adults $10, children (3-8 years) $4
Includes: Silent auction during dinner

St. John the Apostle
Location: Minot
Date/time: Oct. 27, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn,
coleslaw, rolls, special pumpkin dessert
Cost: Adults $10, youth $5
Includes: Silent auction

St. Pius V
Location: New Salem
Date/time: Oct. 14, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Sts. Peter & Paul
Menu: Chicken and roast beef, mashed potatoes,
Location: Strasburg
gravy, vegetable, salad, buns and pies
Date/time: Oct. 7, 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Adults $10, children ages 4-12 $5, ages 4 and
Menu: Fried chicken, country style sausage, rice
under $1
dressing with all the trimmings, homemade pies
Includes: children’s carnival, cake walk, raffle, bake
and desserts
sale, silent auction and gift shop. Polka Mass at 10
Cost: Adults (grade 7 and up) $12, children (grades a.m. (central).
K-6) $6; preschool $2
St. Katherine
Includes: Parish marketplace, bingo, raffle
Location: Braddock

Christ the King
Location: Mandan
Date/time: Oct. 13, 5 to 7 p.m.
Menu: Cheese buttons, kraut nip, country-style
sausage, German potato salad, borscht, kuchen,
lemonade and coffee
Cost: Adults $12, children $6,
$3 for a hot dog meal

Church of Saint Anne
Location: Bismarck
Date/time: Oct. 28, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Breakfast brunch - egg bake, ham, fruit,
muffins
Cost: Free will offering
Includes: bake sale and raffle (drawing at 12:30
p.m.)
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Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
A team of eight instructors with 56 students ages 7-17 enjoyed a week of Chant Camp on Aug. 13-18.

Chant campers lift their
voices in praise to God
Chant Camp 2018, held Aug. 13-18, was
a week of fun, learning, and singing at the
Church of Saint Anne in Bismarck. With
a dedicated team of eight instructors who
came together with 56 students ages 7-17 to
experience the timeless music of the Roman
Rite—namely, Gregorian Chant and Sacred
Polyphony.
Each morning, vocal warm-ups
introduced the campers to proper singing
technique and solfege, the do re mi
system. The campers then split into three
choirs, the “Cherubim,” the “Seraphim”
and the “Archangels” to prepare all the
music for a Missa Cantata (a sung Mass).
Whether the text was in Latin or English,
the children sang the chant with ease and
eagerness. This year, the special challenge
of singing in harmony was taken up by
the two older choirs to learn “O Salutaris”
by Mariano Garau and “Sicut Cervus” by
Palestrina. Well-earned recognition was
given to campers at the end of the week
for demonstrating good musicianship and
teamwork with awards such as “full voice,”
“laser focus” and “listening.”
During the afternoons, 17 of the campers
with keyboard skills participated in organ
masterclasses taught by Dr. Beverly Everett.

A Catholic response
to gender ideology
Continued from page 1

of Courage International. This
Connecticut-based organization
is an approved apostolate of the
Catholic Church that counsels
men and women who experience
same-sex attractions and who have
made a commitment to strive for
chastity. Father Bochanski also
addressed the issue of gender
versus sex reminding the audience
the role of pastoral care is assisting
people who experience confusion
regarding their sexual identity as it
links their body to their soul.
The ﬁnal day of the conference
brought the topic back to the
pastoral perspective from Bishop
Kagan and the legal situation
facing Catholic institutions from
speaker Helen Alvaré of George
Mason School of Law in Arlington,
Virginia.
The topics covered aimed to
equip participants to be catalysts
for advancing the discussion
and preparing to respond to
gender ideology issues. This
constantly evolving topic will
require a proactive, truthful and
compassionate Catholic response
sooner rather than later.
—Staff report

Chant Camp
was a positive
way for
children of
the diocese to
encounter a
beautiful part
of our Catholic
heritage.

Visiting various churches
around the Bismarck/
Mandan area, each student
had the opportunity to see
how diﬀerent organs look
and work. They also enjoyed
a plethora of inspiring pipe
sounds and
beautiful
repertoire
shared by Dr.
Everett. The
masterclasses
culminated in
the students
performing
in a recital
held at the
Cathedral
of the Holy
Spirit Friday
During the afternoons, 17 of the campers with keyboard skills participated in organ masterclasses
morning.
taught by Dr. Beverly Everett.
Saturday
encounter a beautiful part of our Catholic
afternoon, families came to enjoy the chant
heritage. Lifting hearts, minds, and voices
campers’ music at the 4:30 p.m. Vigil
in praise of God is a uniquely enriching
Mass at the Church of Saint Anne on Aug.
experience, as St. Augustine says: “The part
18, which was also followed by a potluck.
of love is to sing!”
Chant Camp was truly a successful and
—Submitted information
positive way for children of the diocese to

Our Lady of Fatima statue to visit diocese
The faithful will have a
chance to venerate a special
statue of Mary this month—
on an extended tour of Our
Lady’s global pilgrimage.
The Diocese of Bismarck
will host the International
Centennial Pilgrim Image
of Our Lady of Fatima
on Monday, Oct. 8 at the
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in
Bismarck.
The event begins with
the arrival of the statue at 8
a.m. with all-day veneration
beginning at 8:30 a.m. The
Eucharistic Adoration and
confession will be ongoing
throughout the day. The
holy rosary will be recited at
various times during the day.
Mass will be celebrated
by Bishop David Kagan at
5:30 p.m. beginning with a
welcoming procession of the
statue of Our Lady followed
by Imposition of Scapular
and Rosary, re-coronation of
Our Lady, and consecration
of families to the Immaculate

Heart of Mary. Veneration of
the image will continue with
night prayer at 8:45 p.m. and
a farewell at 9 p.m.
During the 100th
Anniversary of Our Lady of
Fatima in 2017, Pope Francis
blessed and conferred the title
“International Centennial
Pilgrim Image of Our Lady of
Fatima” to six statues, before
sending them on tour to six
continents. These statues
were sent to 22 countries
to remind everyone of the
Blessed Mother’s message
for prayer and reparation.
The visits brought about the
consecration of hundreds of
thousands of families and
individuals.
On March 7, 2018, the
Holy Father extended the
missionary pilgrimage of
these statues in preparation
for World Youth Day in
Panama in 2019. The visit
of the pilgrim image is held
in collaboration with the
Alliance of the Holy Family

International and the Diocese
of Bismarck. It is a blessing
for our diocese to have this
visit and respond to the Holy
Father’s appeal to welcome
and support Our Lady of
Fatima’s message of prayer
and penance for the salvation
of souls and peace in the
world.
—Staff report

6 | Dakota Catholic Action

Catholic Action Bringing Christ into everyday life

OCTOBER 2018

Trusting in God’s plan
Local nursing home resident draws upon faith amid suffering
By Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer
Delila Mayer uses her time at
the nursing home over the past
three years oﬀering up suﬀering,
ministering to those around her,
and spreading the love of Jesus.
She has made friends among staﬀ,
many of whom have received
the blessed St. Benedict and
Miraculous Medals she hands out
freely. Some have returned to ask
for more medals to give to friends.
Her room ﬁlls up daily. On
Mondays, as many as 19 friends
come visit to participate in a prayer
group and occasionally one of
her priest friends says Mass then.
“This hasn’t been easy,” Delila
said, “but it’s been wonderful. God
surprises me every day with how
much he loves me.”
It has been both a spiritual and
physical journey for Delila that
began on June 23, 2015 in her
home in Mott. While watching an
undercover video that revealed
Planned Parenthood has been
selling aborted baby parts, Delila
was heartsick. “Lord, if you can use
me, I’m willing,” she prayed, open
to any way God wanted to use her
against the tragedy of abortion.

Medical emergency
A couple of days later, her
muscles began to weaken by the
hour. Within a couple of days,
even holding a glass of water was
impossible. She called 9-1-1 and
her husband, Francis, followed the
ambulance to the emergency room
at St. Joseph hospital in Dickinson
and they referred her to CHI St.
Alexius Health in Bismarck. By
the end of that day, she could not
even hold a pen to write, but she
had a diagnosis—Guillain–Barré
syndrome. It causes a rapidonset of weakening muscles by
the immune system damaging
the peripheral nervous system.
The exact cause of the syndrome
is unknown. But, it is often
preceded by an infectious illness
such as a respiratory infection or
the stomach ﬂu. Delila had the
stomach ﬂu.
There is no cure, but the illness
runs its course lasting anywhere
from weeks to years. It has been
three years for Delila. She became
paralyzed from her neck down, but
her muscle control has gradually
returned. She’s been a resident at
two diﬀerent Bismarck nursing
homes during this time. With
a little more improvement, she
hopes to go home soon.
Delila feels that God took her
up on the oﬀer to do something
about abortion and she oﬀers up
her suﬀering for the unborn. “I
never complain because I want
to have a greater gift to oﬀer to
God,” she said. “I felt that the Lord
told me to be a good girl and not
complain because, ‘People aren’t
going to want Me [Jesus]—if you
are crabby.’ My prayer intentions
are especially for the unborn and
for holy families and marriages,
closing the abortion facility in
Fargo, and the poor souls in
purgatory.”
Despite going from a busy life
of farm, church and family, (she
has 15 grandchildren) to a nursing
home, Delila said she never gets
bored or lonely. “I have a lot of
company, EWTN TV, and I can

pray and read, so I never get
lonely.”

A Grateful Heart
Delila explained that she smiles
and greets everyone she meets
to bring Jesus to them. She has
developed many friendships and
comforted some employees in
diﬃcult situations. “My motto
is: A grateful heart is a magnet
for miracles,” she said. “I have
seen many miracles here, like
people getting better when no one
expected it.”
Although blessed medals are a
Catholic custom, Delila has given
many to non-Catholics. When she
oﬀers the medals, Delila explains
that they are sacramentals with
blessings for spiritual protection
and graces. “I tell people who
accept the Miraculous Medal that
Our Lady’s mantle protects them.
She extends her arms when we
pray: ‘Oh Mary conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee and graces pour down from
heaven.’”
According to Delila, people are
hungry for God, but they often do
not know how to ﬁnd Him. “God
arranges everything,” she said.
“Conversations naturally lead to
Him without forcing it.”
Special mission
Recently, Delila was asked to

spend time with the Catholic
patients near death after they
receive the last rites from a
priest. “I come in after the priest
leaves and I pray with them
as they get ready to go home,”
Delila said. “It’s a privileged
time to be with them.”
She prays the rosary and
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at
their bedside. “I use holy water
and put a St. Benedict and
Miraculous Medal on them,” she
said. “I hold their hand and ask
them if they want to pray with
me: ‘Jesus come into my heart,
take over my life and run my life
and be the Lord of my life.’”
Delila is clear that she does
not ever present herself as
someone who has everything all Delila Mayer
ﬁgured out. “Life is a mystery
Delila said. “But now that I have
and I’m saved by grace every day,”
been through this, it’s the best
she said. “I just want people to
thing that ever happened to me.
know more about Jesus. They
It’s gotten me so depending on
come to me and want to know
God and knowing that whatever
why I’m so happy when I could be
He designs for me is okay. I would
miserable.”
not have said that three years ago.”
Her strength, she said, comes
For more information about
from her faith. A favorite scripture
Delila’s life and family, she has
verse is: “Leave it to the Lord,
written a book, “Ryan F. Mayer:
rest in Him and wait patiently for
May 26, 1969 - April 1, 2010,”
Him,” (Psalms 37:7).
about her son’s death from cancer.
Delila said all she wants now
All proceeds support prolife
is for her life to please the Lord
causes. It is available at Mayo
and to walk in peace with Him.
Pharmacy in Bismarck and on
“I would have never chosen this,”
Amazon.com.

Why Children Don’t Tell
We often hear the question, “Why don’t children
tell someone when something bad is happening to
them?” and many parents believe, “My child would
tell me if someone was abusing them.”
Statistics show that 73% of children do not tell
anyone about sexual abuse for at least one
year. The grooming process is manipulative and
designed to keep children silent. Frighteningly, it is
also effective.
• Relationship of Child to Abuser - Only 7% of
child sexual abuse cases involve abuse by a
stranger. It is most likely that the child knows,
trusts, and loves his or her abuser.
• Shame and Fear - In many cases, victimized
children blame themselves for sexual abuse.
This is often encouraged by abusers, who may
tell the children that they are at fault or that no
one will believe them. Abusers may tell them
that it’s a “secret,” and threaten to harm the
child or their loved ones if the secret is told.
• Erosion of Boundaries – Sexual abuse is
generally a process rather than an immediate
action. Abusers build relationships with children
052002-00104 4/17

and their families. They challenge boundaries
with hugs, swats, rubs, and pats can be made
to look like innocent actions. By the time sexual
abuse occurs, the child is dependent on and
emotionally controlled by the abuser, confused
as to what behavior is acceptable and whether
boundaries have been crossed.
• Adults don’t ask. It is imperative to encourage
children to discuss things that make them feel
uncomfortable, to talk about secrets, and to help
them understand safe and unsafe touching. If
your child or a child in your care does disclose
abuse, listen. False reporting is rare, between 2
and 10 percent. Believe the child and get them
help.
For more information on keeping kids safe,
call (701) 323-5626.
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at the University of Mary

Missionaries share their faith and encourage others on college campuses

By Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer
“Is this all that life has to oﬀer?” Lindsey
Stein wondered. “If so, what is the point of
existing?”
As a freshman at the University of Mary,
the North Dakota teen had been pursuing
happiness to no avail. Despite having been
baptized Catholic, she followed the culture over
her faith.
“I found myself empty and searching for
something more,” she explained. “It was at
this crucial life dilemma of question and doubt
that a FOCUS [The Fellowship of Catholic
University Students] missionary stepped into
my life. She was radiantly joyful, and I couldn’t
ﬁgure out why.”
Through friendship with the missionary,
Stein began attending a bible study and
encountered Jesus Christ for the ﬁrst time. “I
then understood where her joy came from!”

“I have been continually diving
deeper into the beauty of a life
lived with and for Christ”
Lindsey Stein
Stein became a FOCUS missionary three
years ago and is serving at Eastern Washington
University in Cheney, Washington. “I have
been continually diving deeper into the
beauty of a life lived with and for Christ,” she
explained. “Each soul deserves happiness
and it can only be found within an authentic
relationship with their Creator.”
Amid the distractions that lure college
students away from a faith life, FOCUS sets
out to ﬁnd them. If they are poorly catechized
or unmotivated, there’s a high risk they will
become a “none”— the fastest growing religious
aﬃliation.
Curtis Martin and a dedicated group of
clergy and lay leaders established FOCUS
in 1998 to combat the pull away from faith.
Their goal is to make Christ and the Church
relevant through personal encounters with
students. It began with just two missionaries
at Benedictine College and has grown to nearly
700 serving full-time on 153 college campuses.
Tens of thousands of students have been
involved with FOCUS and 732 of those have
gone on to pursue religious vocations.

Catholic universities also need missionaries
Catholic theologian and best-selling author
Dr. Edward Sri helped found FOCUS and
serves as the vice-president of formation. He
pointed out that while the basics of missionary
training have remained the same, as the rising
culture is less engaged in faith, FOCUS serves
an increasingly important role.
“In this cultural environment, the need
for missionaries on a campus to accompany
young people in life is needed everywhere, not
just state-run universities,” he said. “Even in
a very Catholic environment, we see the value
of having missionaries accompany young
people to help them apply their Catholic
faith to life such as with dating, the moral
life, and struggles in prayer.” He explained
that a study conducted by FOCUS found the
greatest amount of fruit—more than even bible
studies—was having other young people a
couple steps ahead in life become their friends.
“That kind of ministry is needed just as
much on Catholic campuses as public ones,”
according to Sri. “Look at the challenges in
our age and in our Church. It’s a great sense of
hope that when we proclaim the Gospel, we get
a response.”
Training at University of Mary
Missionaries must raise their own salaries,
but that has not deterred growth. There are

even married
couples and
families in
FOCUS. This
year, in addition
to holding their
annual summer
training at Ave Maria University in Naples,
Florida, a second location was needed to ﬁt
everyone in.
“North Dakota in June is a wonderful
place to be, and we had space, so we oﬀered
to host them here,” said University of Mary
president Msgr. James Shea who serves on
the FOCUS board of directors. He explained
that the missionaries brought a vitality and
vibrancy to the campus. “It was beautiful to
see them playing soccer or worshiping together
and socializing with their families,” Msgr.
Shea said. People feel it is a calling, so many
continue after marriage and having children.
There were 15 high chairs set up in the campus
cafeteria and 57 children ages three and under.
Missionaries have served at UMary since
2010. At public universities, they operate out
of Newman centers located near campus. “It’s
an advantage at a Catholic college to be able to
work in partnership with other entities here, all
trying to do good work,” Msgr. Shea explained.
“Not all students come here for the Catholic
identity, but the goal is to engage them all in a
deeper relationship with their faith.”

From UMary and beyond
Michael Mortenson and his wife Ashley,
both originally from Dickinson, are two
more UMary graduates working as FOCUS
missionaries. Mortenson is also the team
director for FOCUS at Minnesota State
University-Mankato campus.

He played football in college and was
impressed by the witness of FOCUS
missionaries living out the Gospel and creating
a dynamic culture. It also impressed him that
young adults were willing to give up two or
more years of their life to share their faith and
encourage others to walk with them.
Although Ashley was the ﬁrst to feel called,
after they attended the 2015 national FOCUS
conference, Michael felt called to become a
missionary too. “On the way back, as it was
sinking in, I thought, Wow, I can’t believe we
are going to give this a shot.,” he said. They are
now in their fourth year.
There are many ways FOCUS engages
students from just being open and interested
by asking questions to setting up information
tables and hosting events. “We really want to
encounter the individual so that they feel loved
and cared for,” Mortenson said. “Even if they
are an atheist we still want to plant the seed
and to engage them and welcome them.”
At a homecoming barbecue they hosted one
year, a group of guys came just for the food.
“One of them was drawn in and impressed that
he could have so much fun without drinking,”
Mortenson said. “He was not Catholic at the
time, but joined the Church a year ago and is
now a FOCUS missionary. “
The goal, Mortenson said, is to show people
that faith lived out, brings great joy. “We want
to help raise up a generation of evangelists and
to help people to get to know Jesus and to be
able to share that.”

Made for More
Featuring Paul J. Kim and Sonar Worship!

For youth in grades 9-12

Registration Fee is $35 per youth
Register online at www.bismarckdiocese.com/high-school-youth-rally
Registration Deadline: Friday, October 12th
(Chaperones and pastors attend free but must still register online)
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University of Mary’s Prayer Day speaker has inspired millions
Public invited to Nov. 14 event
As a youngster, John O’Leary
was fascinated by ﬁre—so much
so, that after watching a group of
older boys pour gasoline on the
sidewalk and light it with a match,
he decided to give it a try himself.
O’Leary, a 9-year–old at the time,
lit a piece of cardboard near a ﬁvegallon can of gas in his family’s
garage. The resulting explosion
threw his body across the garage
and changed his life forever.
His parents were not home
but three of his ﬁve siblings were.
While on ﬁre, O’Leary made his
way to the front door. His brother
tackled him and rolled him in the
snow. While John was smoldering,
his little sister repeatedly ran
into the burning house, bringing

By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer
When we come to Holy Mass,
we enter the presence of the
Master of the Universe, the ageless
Alpha and Omega, the shimmering
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
When we participate at Mass, we
draw near to our Messiah, our
refuge, and our intimate friend. In
the Eucharist, Christ is radiantly
alive with grace, calling out to each
one of us by name.
But do we hear Him?
According to Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI, the Sacriﬁce of
the Mass is so central to the life
of Mother Church, that “heaven
meets earth” within it.
“Yes, in a certain sense this is
the liturgy of heaven,” he wrote.
“That is its true greatness, that
heaven is torn open here, and
we are incorporated in the great
chorus of praise. And that is why
the Preface ends with these words:
With all the choir of angels in
heaven, we join in singing. And we
know that we are not alone, that
we are joining in, that the barrier
between earth and heaven has
truly been torn open.”
Given the ethereal nature of the
Mass, Catholics should be won
over by wonder in its presence.
“‘Reverence’” literally means
‘intensely to stand in awe of,’” said
Fr. Nick Schneider, who serves
as Director of the Oﬃce of Divine
Worship for our diocese, as well
as the Pastor of Christ the King
in Mandan. “During the Mass,
we encounter God, the Creator
of the Universe. On the altar, the
one sacriﬁce that Jesus oﬀered
of Himself to the Father on the
Cross of Calvary is again present.
Before these mysteries, the only
appropriate response would be
“intensely to be in awe.”
Showing this due reverence to
God on high can take on many
forms.
“Of course, there are the
traditional ways of showing
reverence, like genuﬂecting to
Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist
in the tabernacle,” Fr. Schneider

continued. “Receiving
Communion with reverence
is also important—interior
and exterior reverence. The
heart recognizes the God of
Universe, coming to us in a
small host; the body’s posture
communicates nobility and
humility. The head bows, and
the tongue professes ‘amen’
as a response of faith after the
Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
profession of the minister,
Bishop
Kagan
holds
up
the
Holy
Eucharist
during
a
recent
Mass at Christ the King in
‘The Body of Christ.’”
Mandan. Concelebrating was retired diocesan priest, Fr. Marv Klemmer, and Abbot
Fr. Gary Benz, Pastor of
Daniel of Assumption Abbey in Richardton.
St. Mary’s in New England
mundane, horizontal, stripped
speak directly to your soul.”
and St.Elizabeth of Hungary
down sanctuary. But when you go
of Lefor, believes that respect for
Ultimately, the grandness of
to Mass in a church building that
Our Eucharistic Lord naturally
silence can also lead one to sincere
is crafted from beautiful, sacred
overﬂows from souls of authentic
repentance and contemplation.
materials and bears a vertical
prayer.
“To build up reverence within
dimension (hence lifting the heart
“If you have a true, deep
our souls, we have to cultivate
to God on high), your senses are
devotion to the Real Presence,
the understanding that once the
elevated, and reverence follows.
reverence will come naturally,”
Mass begins, you are drawn up
We can also show reverence by
he reﬂected. “When our body and
into heaven, and inspired to let
dressing modestly. We veil things
soul are uplifted in prayer, the
go of the world,” Fr. Benz said.
that are holy, and when women
beauty of the sensible nature of
“But you need to be mindful of
wear a chapel veil, it speaks of
the Mass allows you to taste the
the fact that you are a sinner. It
reverence in the presence of God
divine with all your senses, and
is hard to be reverent at Mass if
at Mass.”
reverence ﬂows from that.”
you are not humble. You need to
One preeminent means to savor have an awareness of your sin and
Time and time again, God
come to the sacrament of penance
continues to guide Mother Church the gift of Christ’s Eucharistic
Presence is to remain silent before regularly in order to be reverent in
and her leaders, revealing to us
Him, allowing Him to speak to the the presence of God, your Savior.”
awe-inspired ways to approach
soul in “unspeakable” ways.
our Creator.
Another way to help ourselves
“In the rubrics for Mass, there
have a spiritually uplifting
“Bishop Athanasius Schneider
are a number of instructions for
experience at Mass would be
talks a lot about certain traditions
the priest to leave silence,” Fr.
to prepare ourselves diligently
and devotions that lead us to
Schneider commented. “In those
beforehand.
worship with greater reverence,”
silent moments, the heart can rest,
Fr. Benz said. “He explains that
“Certainly, reading the
and hear the Lord speak to us.
when one kneels for Communion,
Scriptural readings for the Mass
Without the silence recommended, and meditating on them can be
reverence is built up in the soul—
it is not possible to hear the
not just because of the posture
very helpful,” Fr. Schneider said.
still small voice with which God
itself, but also because of the
“Most of the missals oﬀer prayers
often speaks. It is drowned in the
attitude it fosters in their heart.
of preparation for Mass. My
noise of worldly concerns. God is
When we kneel to receive on
favorite among them is the Prayer
gracious and modest, and never
the tongue, we are showing our
of St. Thomas Aquinas before
imposes.”
humility before God, because
Mass, but any of the great prayers
“The silent moments are key
we are waiting for the priest
of preparation can help the heart
moments during the Mass,” Fr.
to approach us, and to feed us
to calm and recognize the mystery
Benz explained. “Silence enhances approaching.”
Christ.”
reverence, and by saying nothing
Further, there are also many
Fr. Schneider also suggested
and being silent in the presence of using books with short
other ways we can express our
devotion to Christ, who awaits our God, you are being reverent. When meditations to help prepare
you are in the midst of something
love in the Eucharist.
yourself for Mass, such as
that is so overwhelmingly
Msgr. Guardini’s Meditations
“Sacred architecture can be a
beautiful and divine, your ﬁrst
Before Mass, or A Month with
great means to show reverence,”
response is to say nothing. Your
the Eucharist, published by the
Fr. Benz said. “It can be hard to
silence gives Him an ‘in’ so He can Vatican Press.
properly worship Our Lord in a

one cup of water at a time and
throwing it in his face. All three
risked their lives to save him.
From the moment the ﬁre
started throughout the stages of
his prolonged recovery, O’Leary
has used every breath of his neardeath experience to inspire and
empower others across the world
to dream again, re-ignite their
passion and take positive action.
On Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 10 a.m.,
in the McDowell Activity Center
(MAC), O’Leary will share his
remarkable story of hope, courage
and faith at the annual University
of Mary Prayer Day celebration.
The day includes a continental
breakfast (8:30 a.m.), morning
prayer (9:15 a.m.), keynote by

John O’Leary (10 a.m.), and
Mass (11:30 a.m.). The fee for
the entire day (including lunch at
the Crow’s Nest restaurant after
Mass) is $5. Students, faculty and
staﬀ are admitted free. Advanced
online registration is strongly
recommended at www.umary.edu/
prayerday. To learn more, contact
Marianne Hofer at umin@umary.
edu or 701-355-3704.
As you will hear from O’Leary,
despite being burned on 100
percent of his body and given
less than one percent chance to
survive, he has beaten those odds
through attitude, heart, spirit and
faith in God.
Now, O’Leary’s not just
surviving—but thriving. O’Leary is

John O’Leary

also the author of the very popular
book, On Fire: The 7 Choices to
Ignite a Radically Inspired Life—
receiving rave reviews on both
iBooks and Amazon.

Many of the diocesan seminarians enjoyed a time for relaxation as part of the 3rd annual Seminarian Getaway: Unload and Unwind held in June in Belfield.

Belfield Knights of Columbus award scholarships
The Belﬁeld Knights of
Columbus Council 6310 awarded
$2,000 in scholarships to four
Bismarck Diocese seminarians.
The scholarships were part of the
3rd annual Seminarian Getaway:
Unload and Unwind event held
June 25-27.
The $500 scholarships
were awarded to the following
seminary students: Nick Vetter,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
son of Leland and Mary Ann
Vetter of Linton; Jacob Bennet,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, son
of Geoﬀrey and Donna Bennet,
Arvada, Colo.; Christian Smith,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, son
of Dr. Stuart and Ruth Smith,
Bismarck; and Steve Vetter, St.
Bernard, Belﬁeld, son of Leland
and Mary Ann Vetter, Linton.
Funds for the scholarships are
raised through by the Belﬁeld
Knights of Columbus Council
6310. Les Simnioniw, chairman
of the council’s Lenten ﬁsh fry
events, and Tom Tessier, deputy
grand knight of Council 6310,

presented the scholarships
during the program.
The Seminarian Getaway:
Unload and Unwind event was
initiated in 2016 to provide
seminarians and St. Bernard
Parish members a venue for
prayer, reﬂection, socializing
and fellowship. The St. Bernard
Parish Hall was the central
location for activities but
participants interacted with
residents of many western North
Dakota counties.
Roger Decker, Rudy Syminow
and Tessier coordinated the
event with assistance from
Knights of Columbus Council
6310 membership and Belﬁeld
Court Our Mother of Perpetual
Help 2148. Decker said a prime
reason for the event is to “…give
our brother seminarians a chance
to take a breather from their
studies and schedules.”
Father Josh Waltz, director
of vocations for the diocese,
introduced seminarians present
at the event and thanked the

The Belfield Knights of Columbus Council 6310 presented four $500 scholarships
to Bismarck Diocese seminary students at the Seminarian Getaway: Unload and
Unwind. Here, council Lenten Fish Fry chairman, Les Simnioniw (center) stands
with diocesan seminarians Steve Vetter (left) and Christian Smith. Other recipients,
seminarians Nick Vetter and Jacob Bennett, were not present at the event.

Belﬁeld council for its work
to recognize the seminarians
and encourage vocations to the
priesthood.
The Belﬁeld Knights of

Columbus Council 6310 is
working with Fr. Waltz to
schedule the fourth annual event
in June of 2019.
—Submitted information
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2018 God’s Share Appeal
“United in Gratitude for God’s Blessings.”

“Thank You for your
generous support of the
2018 God’s Share
Appeal.”

2018 God’s Share Appeal Goal: ........ $3,262,300
2018 Total Commitments: ................ $3,504,731
Total Number of Donors: ....................... 10,283
Figures as of September 1, 2018

DEANERY 3 - DICKINSON AREA
PARISH

A Special Thank You to our Parish Leadership
Priests, chairpersons, secretaries, and all the individual
volunteers who gave so freely of their time and talent to
make the annual God’s Share Appeal a huge success.
If you have not yet made your donation to the
2018 God’s Share Appeal but would still like to
support Bishop Kagan’s ministry, you may do so by
sending your donation to:
God’s Share Appeal, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
or by clicking on the “Gifting Opportunities” tab
at bismarckdiocese.com.

DEANERY 1 - BISMARCK AREA
PARISH
Ascension, Bismarck
Cathedral, Bismarck
Corpus Christi, Bismarck
St. Anne, Bismarck
St. Mary, Bismarck
St. Hildegard, Menoken
St. Bonaventure, Underwood
Sacred Heart, Wilton
St. Catherine, Turtle Lake
St. Edwin, Washburn
St. Mary, Hague
St. Paul, Hazelton
St. Anthony, Linton
St. Michael, Linton
Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg
St. Katherine, Braddock

GOAL
$114,714.00
$268,250.00
$255,126.00
$170,849.00
$150,424.00
$28,837.00
$12,846.00
$13,447.00
$7,641.00
$13,668.00
$8,827.00
$8,172.00
$43,641.00
$6,313.00
$20,964.00
$8,082.00

TOTAL
GIFTS

St. Joseph, Beulah
St. Theresa, Carson
St. Martin, Center
St. Vincent, Crown Butte
St. Lawrence, Flasher
St. Peter, Fort Yates
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin
St. Martin, Hazen
St. Martin, Huff
Christ the King, Mandan
St. Joseph, Mandan
Spirit of Life, Mandan
St. Pius, New Salem
St. Gertrude, Raleigh
St. Anthony, St. Anthony
St. Philomena, Selfridge
St. Elizabeth, Cannon Ball
St. James, Porcupine
St. Joseph, Grant County
St. Mary, Almont
Sacred Heart, Solen
St. Ann, Hebron

GOAL

$144,163.85
$344,997.00
$254,985.84
$193,859.84
$103,319.00
$29,185.00
$8,040.00
$9,390.00
$7,403.00
$10,830.00
$7,980.00
$8,122.00
$29,635.00
$11,115.00
$19,000.50
$3,760.00

$41,547.00
$10,413.00
$11,384.00
$7,415.00
$13,350.00
$3,551.00
$28,129.00
$28,837.00
$6,097.00
$82,704.00
$126,501.00
$118,490.00
$15,727.00
$6,605.00
$8,842.00
$1,667.00
$218.00
$599.00
$2,331.00
$3,540.00
$1,061.00
$17,319.00

TOTAL
GIFTS
$43,684.00
$5,135.00
$6,902.00
$9,080.00
$15,060.00
$3,750.00
$29,104.90
$30,898.00
$9,130.00
$77,740.50
$88,149.00
$234,978.50
$9,117.00
$5,484.65
$8,585.00
$745.00
$0.00
$400.00
$4,445.00
$4,275.00
$625.00
$15,517.00

St. John, Beach
$46,307.00
St. Bernard, Belfield
$41,841.00
Queen of Peace, Dickinson
$114,872.00
St. Joseph, Dickinson
$83,177.00
St. Patrick, Dickinson
$103,012.00
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson
$88,373.00
St. Thomas, Gladstone
$4,317.00
St. Mary, Golva
$19,708.00
St. Paul, Halliday
$7,502.00
St. Joseph, Killdeer
$34,070.00
St. Elizabeth, Lefor
$6,970.00
Sts. Peter & Paul, New Hradec
$6,039.00
St. Mary, Richardton
$27,065.00
St. Mary, South Heart
$13,770.00
St. Mary, Medora
$2,868.00
St. Stephen, Stark County
$4,294.00
St. Charles, Bowman
$31,108.00
Holy Trinity, Hettinger
$21,402.00
St. Vincent, Mott
$23,081.00
St. Mary, New England
$28,759.00
St. Henry, Regent
$9,090.00
St. John, New Leipzig
$3,199.00
St. Mary, Marmarth
$4,420.00
St. Mel, Rhame
$4,736.00
Sacred Heart, Reeder
$4,059.00
Sacred Heart, Scranton
$10,279.00

TOTAL
GIFTS
$35,646.92
$36,553.40
$110,953.50
$81,801.00
$103,012.00
$88,373.00
$5,585.00
$12,628.68
$7,585.00
$124,063.70
$4,232.00
$6,130.00
$26,705.00
$16,980.00
$2,833.75
$5,207.50
$38,377.00
$16,380.00
$21,616.00
$22,025.00
$9,276.00
$3,480.00
$2,467.00
$9,535.00
$7,725.00
$6,230.00

RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
RATE
RATE
83%
66%
46%
47%
55%
48%
65%
97%
71%
73%
50%
105%
46%
63%
93%
72%
60%
49%
61%
62%
71%
41%
21%
73%
73%
49%

81%
64%
44%
46%
54%
47%
65%
95%
71%
72%
50%
68%
42%
62%
93%
69%
51%
45%
61%
59%
71%
41%
21%
70%
73%
45%

RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
RATE
RATE
52%
58%
45%
46%
50%
60%
56%
60%
74%
44%
49%
43%
44%
95%
70%
48%

49%
44%
42%
43%
37%
56%
55%
59%
74%
41%
45%
41%
44%
95%
68%
45%

DEANERY 2 - MANDAN AREA
PARISH

GOAL

DEANERY 4 - MINOT AREA
PARISH
St. Nicholas, Garrison
St. Mary, Foxholm
St. Philomena, Glenburn
St. Agnes, Kenmare
Immaculate Conception, Max
Little Flower, Minot
Our Lady of Grace, Minot
St. John, Minot
St. Leo, Minot
St. Jerome, Mohall
St. Ann, Berthold
St. John, Lansford
St. James, Sherwood
St. Joseph, Bowbells
Sacred Heart, White Shield

GOAL
$29,163.00
$10,219.00
$8,758.00
$14,741.00
$5,631.00
$52,402.00
$144,361.00
$85,702.00
$130,946.00
$10,111.00
$9,275.00
$6,743.00
$8,117.00
$4,799.00
$1,255.00

TOTAL
GIFTS
$38,595.00
$12,163.66
$7,070.00
$8,502.00
$5,565.00
$58,325.75
$150,189.65
$88,055.86
$88,429.19
$14,950.00
$8,175.00
$7,610.00
$4,135.00
$5,666.00
$600.00

RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
RATE
RATE
56%
53%
66%
54%
51%
65%
48%
57%
55%
54%
75%
63%
49%
67%
21%

54%
47%
66%
48%
51%
60%
45%
47%
53%
54%
71%
63%
49%
67%
21%

RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
RATE
RATE
46%
95%
44%
59%
19%
19%
101%
59%
64%
50%
36%
38%
34%
72%
43%
29%
0%
33%
100%
88%
60%
102%

44%
93%
43%
59%
18%
19%
79%
44%
64%
48%
33%
36%
33%
72%
40%
29%
0%
33%
100%
88%
50%
61%

DEANERY 5 - WILLISTON AREA
PARISH
St. Patrick, Crosby
St. Anthony, Mandaree
St. Anthony, New Town
St. Bridget, Parshall
Holy Rosary, Stanley
St. Thomas, Tioga
Epiphany, Watford City
St. Joseph, Williston
St. John, Portal
St. Luke, Noonan
St. Boniface, Grenora
St. Joseph, Twin Buttes
St. Elizabeth, Makoti
Sacred Heart, Plaza
St. James, Powers Lake
St. Michael, Ray
Our Lady, Alexander
St. John, Trenton

GOAL
$13,189.00
$4,332.00
$13,634.00
$7,725.00
$32,315.00
$14,827.00
$48,121.00
$108,828.00
$5,341.00
$4,468.00
$6,778.00
$3,305.00
$3,771.00
$3,550.00
$6,400.00
$7,541.00
$6,381.00
$5,665.00

TOTAL
GIFTS
$14,300.00
$6,255.11
$42,406.00
$12,920.00
$62,875.00
$13,170.00
$40,730.00
$137,973.00
$4,865.00
$7,140.00
$19,970.00
$3,025.00
$2,045.00
$1,625.00
$12,141.00
$7,873.50
$12,600.00
$7,150.00

RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
RATE
RATE
52%
34%
46%
61%
66%
57%
53%
38%
83%
100%
114%
19%
67%
63%
63%
74%
27%
29%

52%
34%
46%
61%
66%
57%
49%
36%
83%
100%
114%
19%
67%
63%
63%
71%
27%
29%
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Changes in staff at the diocese
There have been some recent
changes in staﬀ at the diocesan
oﬃces. New employees, Rebecca
Ternes, Brianna Connellly, Mary
Huber and Paige Kuznia have
joined the staﬀ. Diane Weber has
taken a new position within the
diocese.

Rebecca Ternes
Rebecca Ternes began as the
Director
of Priest
Services in
April. She
replaced
Theresa
Mizeur who
retired in
February. She
works with
Rebecca Ternes
all priests
to assist them with their health
insurance needs, Medicare
programs and end-of-life
planning. Rebecca also manages
the Emmaus Place facility
and staﬀ. Emmaus Place is
an eight-apartment home for
independently living retired
priests. The goal at Emmaus Place
is to assist our retired priests with
basic services that allow them
to live an independent, healthy
life. Her oﬃce is located at the
retirement home.
Prior to joining the diocese,
Rebecca worked at the North
Dakota Insurance Department as
Deputy Insurance Commissioner

for 12 years and did a stint with
Governor Burgum. Before that,
she worked at the North Dakota
Bankers Association.
She and her husband, Leo,
and three children live north of
Bismarck.

Brianna Connelly
Brianna Connelly was hired as
the executive
assistant to
Bishop Kagan
in May. She
is responsible
for all
executive
administrative
details for
the Oﬃce of
the Bishop
Brianna Connelly
and the
Oﬃce of Vocations. This includes
processing daily mail, scheduling
meetings, planning events, and
other duties as assigned. Her oﬃce
is located within the chancery
building.
Prior to joining the diocese
staﬀ, Brianna worked as executive
assistant and inbound sales for a
local company called CoSchedule.
Prior to that, she was a student at
the University of Mary.
Brianna resides in Bismarck.
She was born and raised in
Fergus Falls, Minn. where her
parents own a family restaurant,
Dairyland. She has one brother,
Joseph, who is a senior in high

school.

Diane Weber
Diane joined the diocese staﬀ
in July 2016,
initially as
the main
receptionist
at the Center
for Pastoral
Ministry.
She has
recently taken
a diﬀerent
position with
Diane Weber
the diocese
as the administrative assistant to
Vicar General/Moderator of the
Curia Msgr. Gene Lindemann. Her
oﬃce is located within the Center
for Pastoral Ministry.

Mary Huber
Mary Huber began her position
as pastoral minister for the Oﬃce
of Respect
Life in May.
Her main
duties include
staying
informed
in current
life issues,
information,
and USCCB
publications; Mary Huber
assisting
within the Oﬃce of Family
Ministry in organizing and
facilitating pro-life events;

spreading accurate information
and advertising for pro-life events.
For the past year, Mary has
spent time as a stay at home mom
and a full time graduate student.
Prior to that, she was a direct
support professional for Pride Inc.
(helping adults with cognitive and
physical disabilities carry out daily
tasks).
She and her husband, Zach, and
their son, Tobit, live in Bismarck.
They are expecting a daughter in
mid-September.

Paige Kuznia
Paige Kuznia joined the staﬀ
in August as
the donor
and planned
giving
assistant.
Her primary
duties include
assisting
the planned
giving
specialist,
Paige Kuznia
inputting
gifts, taking in new donor
information, maintaining
current donor information and
coordinating events. Her oﬃce is
located at the Center for Pastoral
Ministry.
Prior to joining the diocese
staﬀ, Paige had worked as an
administrative assistant in the
Oﬃce of Mission Advancement at
the University of Mary.

Thanks to our generous

sponsors

Video recordings of
the conference keynote
speakers will be accessible
soon on the diocese
website under the
“Events” tab by clicking on
“Presentations/Talks.”

North Dakota • South Dakota
Minnesota • Wisconsin • Wyoming
Visit yourcatholicradiostation.com

for more information and to listen live.

Anonymous

Neset Consulting Service
An oilﬁeld consulting business providing
drilling, production, and geology services.

1-701-664-1492

Tioga, ND
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas celebrating 100 years
By Laurel Ann Dukart
ND State Regent
On Jan. 1, 2018, North Dakota
Catholic Daughters of the
Americas celebrated 100 years as
a State Court. Court St. Elizabeth
#170 in Minot, the state’s oldest
local court, celebrated 106 years
this past March. And, another, Ct.
St. Cecelia #362 in Mandan, will
mark their 100th anniversary next
April. North Dakota currently has
21 local courts (across the state)
and 1,566 members.
Catholic Daughters of the
Americas (CDA) is one of the
oldest and largest organizations
of catholic women (18 and older).
We are in 45 states, Puerto
Rico, Mexico, Guam, The Virgin
Islands, Kenya and Peru. Under
the patronage of the Blessed
Mother, we are united by our
faith in Jesus Christ, in devotion
to the church and the Holy See.
Our purpose is to participate
in the religious, charitable and
educational Apostolates of the
Church. We engage in creative and
spiritual programs which provide
members with the opportunity to
develop their God-given talents in
meaningful ways that positively
inﬂuence the welfare of the Church
and all people throughout the
world. Our motto is “Unity and

A large group from North Dakota attended the National CDA Convention in Sioux Falls, S.D. in July.

Charity.”
A signiﬁcant event so far in
2018 included our national event
July 17-22—the 57th Biennial
National CDA Convention in
Sioux Falls, S.D. In addition to the
business meetings, the convention
included spiritual growth; pre-/
post-workshops and tours; and
fun times for members to get to
know sisters from other states,
territories, countries. There were
36 attendees from North Dakota.
Upcoming events include
the ND CDA Fall Workshop on
Oct. 6 in Harvey. The workshop
will include: highlights from
the National Convention; state
chairmen reports; oﬃcer break-

out sessions and a few surprises
from the state oﬃcers. All ND CDA
members are welcome to attend.
It is an opportunity for praying,
learning, and sharing.
The third Sunday in October
(Oct. 21) is named CDA Sunday.
Local, state and national members
celebrate by attending Mass
together. Some have their monthly
meetings on the same day, others
just celebrate worshiping and
spending quality time together.
Some even have their town mayors
oﬃcially declare it CDA Sunday.
Looking ahead into 2019,
the 51st Biennial ND State CDA
Convention will be held May 3-5 in
Devils Lake. Court St. Mary #268

Photo by Marty DeWitt

(St. Joseph’s Catholic Church) will
host with the theme of “Gentle
Mother, Teach Us Wisdom, Teach
Us Love.”
Ladies, if you would like
to learn more about or join
the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas, contact: Kathy Kennedy
(Immediate Past State Regent and
Court Development Chairman)
at kennedycda@hotmail.com or
me, Laurel Ann Dukart (ND State
Regent), at dukartcda@outlook.
com
Find out more on our ND
Catholic Daughters of the
Americas Facebook page
or our website at www.
northdakotacatholicdaughters.org.

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Find out the candidates’ positions on the issues
As people of faith and reason, Catholics are
called to bring truth to political life. Faith helps
us see more clearly the requirements of a good
society, namely respect for the dignity of all
human life and a commitment to the common
good.
A well-formed conscience equips us to
address political questions. “Conscience is a
judgment of reason whereby the human person
recognizes the moral quality of a concrete act. .
. . [Every person] is obliged to follow faithfully
what he [or she] knows to be just and right”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1778).
We have a life-long obligation to form our
consciences in accord with human reason,
enlightened by the teaching of Christ as it
comes to us through the Church.
The questions listed here are to help guide
Catholics in their eﬀorts to make moral and
prudential decisions about candidates and
public policies. Some issues are more important
than others. Some concern policies, like attacks
on human life, that a Catholic can never
support. Catholics can legitimately disagree
about how to address some other issues. All the
issues, however, deserve our attention.
Find out the candidates’ positions on each of
the issues. Look beyond party politics, analyze
campaign rhetoric critically and choose political
leaders according to the principles of your faith.
To ﬁnd out who is running for oﬃce in your
area and where to vote, contact the secretary of
state at www.nd.gov/sos/ (800-352-0867).
Catholics have an obligation to participate
in the democratic process. Remember to vote
and, no matter what the outcome, become
involved in the legislative process. One way to
get involved is by joining the Legislative Action
Network at ndcatholic.org.
We should ask where the federal candidate
(U.S. House and Senate) stands on:
Right to life and dignity of the human person
• Protecting unborn human life from abortion
and committing federal resources to ending
abortion;
• Preventing tax funding for abortion, abortion
referrals, abortion advocacy and embryonic
stem-cell research;
• Abolishing the death penalty;
• Ensuring governmental compliance with

Religious liberty
• Protecting the right of
individuals and organizations to serve the
public in accord with reasoned conscientious
beliefs;
• Protecting religious freedom without unduly
infringing upon the legitimate and compelling
interests of the state;
• Preserving the right to contract according to
religious beliefs.
Family life
• Fostering family life and the common good by
keeping the Sunday morning closing law;
• Enabling parents, ﬁnancially and in other
ways, to choose the best educational setting
for their children;
• Opposing policies that force government
agencies, businesses, charities and schools to
accept false gender ideologies;
• Treating all immigrants, especially families,
with dignity and respect.
Poor and vulnerable
• Providing social and community services,
Poor and vulnerable
including nutrition and housing, to those in
• Ensuring access to health care while
need;
respecting human life, human dignity and
• Ensuring access to health care while
religious freedom;
respecting human life, human dignity and
• Providing social and community services
religious freedom;
to those in need, including those with
• Reforming the criminal justice system so
disabilities, mental illness and addictions;
that it focuses on restoration, rehabilitation,
• Reforming the criminal justice system so
prevention and opportunity.
that it focuses on restoration, rehabilitation,
prevention and opportunity;
The economy
• Ensuring a just wage, economic initiative and • Providing safe havens for properly-vetted
refugees, regardless of race, nationality or
the right of workers to form associations to
religious aﬃliation.
collectively represent their interests;
• Policies to foster family farms, rural
The economy
communities, good stewardship of natural
• Ensuring a just wage, economic initiative and
resources and the right of local communities
the right of workers to form associations to
to regulate for the common good.
collectively represent their interests;
We should also ask where the state candidate
• Policies to foster family farms, rural
stands on:
communities, good stewardship of natural
resources and the right of local communities
Right to life and dignity of the human person
to regulate for the common good.
• Protecting unborn human life and committing
Go to yourfaithyourvote.org for more
state resources to ending abortion;
information
between now and the election.
• Preserving the bans on assisted suicide,
euthanasia, the death penalty, human embryo  Dodson serves as executive director of the N.D. Catholic
research and commercial surrogacy;
Conference, the official liaison for the dioceses of Fargo and
• Preventing tax funding for abortion and
Bismarck in matters of public policy.
abortion advocacy.
moral limits on the use of military force and a
ban on the use of torture.
Religious liberty
• Protecting the right of individuals and
organizations to serve the public in accord
with reasoned conscientious beliefs;
• Making human rights and religious liberty
central to foreign policy and aid.
Immigrants and refugees
• Legislation that ensures the integrity of our
borders, fosters family reuniﬁcation and
provides reasonable paths to legal residence;
• Providing safe havens for properly-vetted
refugees and asylees, regardless of race,
nationality or religious aﬃliation.
Education
• Enabling parents, ﬁnancially and in other
ways, to choose the best educational setting
for their children.
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Planned Giving

Questions

MATT STEVENSON

I was afraid to ask

Where do retired
priests go?
Let me tell you a little story
about Fr. Whomever.
So, you belong to a parish. You
get to know other parishioners,
volunteers, youth ministry
coordinators. More often than
not, we are blessed to be on a
ﬁrst name basis with someone
in particular, our pastor. Fr.
Whomever seems to be an integral
part of our lives. This person has
been the man to guide our hearts
towards Christ and a faithful life.
After a few years, Fr. Whomever
may be reassigned to another
parish, then moved again later to
another. However, you still have
a great friendship with him—able
to stay in touch, maybe as your
spiritual director, or some type
of personal connection. This
priest has done nothing but bring
positivity, light and faith to your
life! He is a complete instrument
of God.
After years have passed, he
retires. Having served thousands
and thousands of God’s people,
he needs to rest; it’s time to retire.
Well, now what? Where does Fr.
Whomever go? Who will support
Fr. Whomever?
Although the label may be
“retired,” this very often may
not be the case. Retired priests
are often much more active than
suspected. Retired priests continue
to “work” by saying Mass at senior
living facilities and substituting
for traveling priests. They also
frequently receive visits from
parishioners, seminarians and
brother priests oﬀering friendship,
guidance and counseling.
So, where might they live?
Fortunately, the Diocese of
Bismarck does have a place.
Within our diocese, we are
blessed to be able to oﬀer the
Emmaus Place as a home for
retired priests. This eight-unit

FR. JOHN PAUL GARDNER

apartment
home for retired priests is located
in Bismarck, allowing easy access
to shopping, restaurants, medical
facilities and entertainment.
The house consists of separate
apartment units with kitchenettes,
a living room, bedroom and
bathroom. Every unit also has
access to the beautiful and
peaceful grounds.
Several common areas
consisting of a chapel, living room,
recreational room, wellness center,
kitchen and dining room connect
the priests to each other every
day. Communal lunch and supper
meals are oﬀered Monday through
Friday, and laundry and cleaning
services are included. Two, fourunit garages are attached to the
house.
Whether it be a diocesan
or community event, staﬀ and
residents will organize outings
or transportation so that our
priests can participate. Various
times throughout the year, there
are meals or activities hosted for
guests.
Our retired priests continue
to pray for all members of the
diocese and actively serve our
communities. Consider oﬀering
prayers for their wellness and
gratitude for their lifetime of
service to the Church.
Opened in 1986, Emmaus
Place continues to be supported
by generous donor bequests, the
Endowment for Retired Priests.
Our retired priests will always
need help. Whatever you do, think
about your own “Fr. Whomever”
in your giving. He deserves it!
 Stevenson is the planned giving specialist
for the Catholic Foundation for the People
of the Diocese of Bismarck. He can be
reached at 701-204-7206 or mstevenson@
bismarckdiocese.com.
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Q:

Jesus died for my sins, why does the
Church teach that I need to make
reparation?

A:

It is an immense consolation to many who struggle
with the worst sins who, amidst their conversion, begin
to glimpse the reality that the mercy of God by means
of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, the shedding of
His Precious Blood, is sufficient to atone for their sins against
Christ and His Body the Church.
But, if the mercy of God is enough, why does the Catholic
Church say that sinners must make an act of reparation? Isn’t
Jesus’ sacrifice to the Eternal Father of his body, blood, soul and
divinity enough? Why is reparation necessary?
The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that Reparation is
“Making amends for a wrong done or for an offense, especially
for sin” … “We are obliged to make reparation for personal sins
against justice and truth...” (CCC, Glossary)
This means for instance that Jesus’ sacrifice certainly is
sufficient to atone for a thief who has stolen $100,000 from the
local bank, but that after he has been forgiven he cannot then
take the cash and head out on a personal vacation to Honolulu.
He must make an act of reparation and give the money away,
preferably back to local bank (this would especially be the
preference of the local bank). In this case, we can imagine the
pain the thief would experience divesting himself of so much
money. But, Jesus loves a cheerful giver and so this act of
reparation, although painful, can have real joy attached to it.
The gospel story about the conversion of the tax collector
Zacchaeus bears this truth out profoundly. When he sees that
Jesus forgives him, out of joy he promises an act of reparation
and says, “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to
the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall
repay it four times over.” One can also see this sacrificial joy of
reparation in the heart of old Mr. Scrooge in Dickens’
“A Christmas Carol” as he ecstatically spends his sinful miserly
money on a poor family.
The mercy of God fills us with a holy desire to make reparation.
His mercy for our own personal sins fills us with a desire to be
merciful to others, especially to other sinners. Similarly, those
who are forgiven have the desperate need to also forgive those
who have trespassed against them. If we can see beyond the
“requirement’” aspect of reparation, a miracle can happen in
our heart like Zacchaeus and Scrooge. We can begin to make
acts of reparation humbly and with great joy and fervor. This
is a powerful moment and the Church is in desperate need of
these fervent souls.
Acts of reparation unite us to the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ
and make us co-workers in the Church’s mission of healing
and forgiving. Any member of the faithful can do acts of
reparation for their own sins or for the sins of others. An act of
reparation might be a prayer or a penance done for someone’s
conversion, some physical pain you might experience offered
in union with the Sacred Heart of Jesus, or giving some money
or doing another work of mercy for someone in need.
Mother Mary and the saints did many acts of reparation.
Praying the holy rosary daily is an excellent act of reparation. It
is a powerful way for the mercy of God won by Jesus’ sacrifice
to be manifested in our own lives. St. Rose of Lima once said of
reparation, “If only (people) would learn how great (reparation)
is … Without a doubt they would devote themselves to
winning pains and afflictions. All men throughout the world
would seek trouble, infirmities and torments, instead of good
fortune. No one would complain about his cross or about
troubles that may happen to him.”
Ave Maria!
 Fr. John Paul Gardner is parochial vicar at the Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit in Bismarck. If you have a question you were afraid to
ask, now is the time to ask it! Simply email your question to info@
bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the
subject line.
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Rethinking Youth Ministry
CARRIE DAVIS

The four Es of successful faith formation
Another year of faith formation
is underway at parishes across our
diocese. Parish pastors, directors
of faith formation, youth ministers
and catechists are busy preparing lessons and activities for the
children, youth, and adults of their
parish, to teach them the faith and
help them grow in their understanding of what we as Catholics
believe.
Faith formation or religious
education at the parish level has
been a primary function of parish
life since the beginning. For the
past few decades, we’ve focused
our eﬀorts on classroom-based
instruction, to ensure our young
parishioners get a solid base of
knowledge and understanding of
the faith. This knowledge dissemination aspect of faith formation is
vitally important and necessary to
grow in faith, but there are other
components to faith formation
that are just as important, if not
more so, to forming disciples and
life-long Catholics.
These components are what
I am calling the “four Es of faith
formation:” Encounter, Educate,
Engage and Evangelize.
Encounter: It is so important
that each and every Catholic person has an encounter with God. An
encounter can be something small

or something big. It does not necessarily mean that you see or hear
God with your senses, but that you
hear and feel God with your heart.
Having an encountering experience, I think, is probably the most
important aspect of one’s faith
formation. If someone can have a
real, tangible encounter with God,
then the desire for the knowledge
will be there.
Religious education will have
a bigger impact on youth if they
have a desire to be there and to
learn. Some ways to foster an
encounter is to focus on prayer
as part of parish faith formation.
Oﬀering a variety of prayer experiences such as lectio divina,
adoration, worship music, etc. can
oﬀer ways to meet and hear God in
our hearts. Doing service projects
is also a great way to encounter
God through those we serve and
by imitating Christ through our
actions.
Educate and Engage: I put
these two together because when
we are educating our young people
about the faith, it’s so important
that we use engaging strategies
and activities. Sitting in a classroom listening to a catechist teach
(usually after already being in
school all day) honestly does not
beneﬁt the child. Research shows

very minimal information is actually retained through classroombased faith formation and it could
even be detrimental to the faith of
our young people (Read “The Art
of Forming Young Disciples” by
Everett Fritz).
Religious education/faith formation needs to focus on engaging
the children through experience.
This does not mean that content
should be watered down, but that
we need to ﬁnd a way to make
it relevant, understandable and
tangible. Using videos, discussion
or Q&A, hands-on activities, and
getting their butts out of seats are
going to help engage our young
people as they learn.
Evangelize: The USCCB states
that evangelization is “bringing
the Good News of Jesus into every
human situation and seeking to
convert individuals and society
by the divine power of the Gospel
itself.” Evangelization may not
be what we typically think about
when we talk about faith formation, but evangelization tools and
strategies are critical to developing
disciples, young and old. In my
mind, evangelization is all about
building relationships—authentic
relationships.
Initially, it might seem diﬃcult
to really build relationships in

faith formation, but I think a lot
of catechists, directors of religious
education, and youth ministers are
already evangelizing without even
realizing it. Some examples might
be spending time getting to know
the young people you teach and
their parents through regular communication (in-person whenever
possible); being willing to answer
questions the youth and parents
have about the faith, or ﬁnding the
answers if you don’t know (which
is completely acceptable); and being willing to step away from the
curriculum outline to share stories
about your own faith journey, to
help guide and lead your students
to Christ.
As the faith formation year gets
into full swing, keep the four Es in
mind. Successful faith formation
should not be based on numbers
served or if you made it through
the whole curriculum book this
year, but should be based on
whether the young people in your
classroom know Jesus personally,
and come back each week hungry
for more!
 Davis is the director of the Office of Catechesis and Youth which serves as a religious
education resource for parishes; provides
annual events for all ages promoting faith
formation; and offers training, workshops
and retreats for pastors and parish staff.

UPCOMING EVENTS
 Marriage Encounter weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a
private weekend away from the distractions of
daily life for couples in good marriages. Give your
marriage this gift. The next available weekends in
this area are Nov. 9-11 in Medora and Feb. 15-17 in
Mandan. Early registration is highly recommended.
For more information, visit ndwwme.org or contact
Rob and Angie at 701-347-1998.

notoriety increased when Tim won the Heisman
Trophy and ESPN aired an interview that focused
on her refusal to abort him when she was advised
to do so. The event includes an opportunity to
socialize, meet staff, enjoy appetizers and hear
the speaker. Contact Mona at 701-237-6530 for
reservations.

 Women’s Retreat in Garrison Oct. 13
A Catholic Women’s Retreat, “Grace for the Journey,”
will be a time to relax and refresh the soul on
 Children’s Holy Hour Oct. 5
Saturday, Oct. 13, at St. Nicholas Church in Garrison.
Annual World Wide Children’s Holy Hour is
The day begins with Mass with Fr. Basil Atwell at
scheduled for Friday, Oct. 5 at 1 p.m. at the Church
8:30 a.m. and ends at 3 p.m. It will feature speakers
of Saint Anne in Bismarck. Bishop Kagan will be
from the Bismarck diocese, Shelly Preszler, Monica
presiding. This is open to all Children of all ages,
Hannan, and Patti Armstrong, and include lunch,
whether attending Catholic school, religious
adoration, confession, the rosary, and Divine Mercy
education, or home school. For schools planning
Chaplet. Talks will cover the Divine Mercy message,
to attend, please contact Deacon Doug Helbing
how our Catholic faith changes everything, and
or Shirlein Vetter with the number of children
attending so that appropriate accommodations can uplifting insights from people’s final moments
be made. Doug can be reached at 701-400-0233 or on earth. To register, send $10 by Oct. 5 or $15
afterwards or at the door to: St. Nicholas Church
doughelbing@gmail.com and Shirlein at 701-391Women’s Retreat; PO Box 870; Garrison, ND 58540.
1172 or Shirlein@bis.midco.net.
 Respect Life Sunday Oct. 7
Our Lady of Grace in Minot is hosting a Respect Life
Fair on Sunday, Oct. 7, from 8:30 a.m. to noon in the
parish dining room in honor of human life. Several
area organizations will have displays that promote
the dignity of life including Dakota Hope Clinic,
Men’s Winter Refuge, Minot Right to Life. Our Lady
of Grace Knights of Columbus, Council 4894, will
sponsor a freewill breakfast during this fair. The net
proceeds will go to St. Gianna’s Maternity Home.
Representatives of St. Gianna’s will be on hand as
Fr. Bruce dedicates a classroom and nursery to St.
Gianna. Everyone is welcome.
 First Choice Clinic fundraiser Oct. 9
The First Choice Clinic will be hosting their annual
“Friends Night Out” in Bismarck at the Ramkota
Hotel on Tuesday, Oct. 9. The featured speaker is
Pam Tebow, mother of NFL player, Tim Tebow. Her

 Trinity fall gala Oct. 13
The Trinity Catholic Schools 18th annual fall gala
will be Saturday, Oct. 13 at the Trinity Junior High
and High School. Mass will begin at 4:30 p.m. with
the social to start at 5 p.m. followed by dinner at
6:30 p.m. A live and silent auction will follow. Tickets
($70) and sponsorships are available online and
at all Trinity Catholic Schools. Call 701-483-6085
or visit www.trinitycatholicschools.com for more
information.
 Search weekends
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat
experience sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of
Bismarck. The weekends are for anyone of high
school or college age (at least 15 years old). Search
weekends are held at the Badlands Ministries Camp
just south of Medora. Upcoming weekends for
2018-19 are: Oct. 12-14; Nov. 30-Dec. 2; Jan. 11-13;

March 8-10; and April 26-28. More information can
be found at www.bismarckdiocese.com/search1.
 White Mass Oct. 22
The public is invited to attend the Bismarck
Diocese’s annual White Mass, which will be held
on Monday, Oct. 22 at 5:30 p.m. at Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit in Bismarck. The special Mass honors
physicians and those involved in the medical field.
 Health fair Oct. 25
A health, wellness and education fair will be held
Thursday, Oct. 25 at the Church of Corpus Christi
in Bismarck from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Flu shots will
be available along with blood pressure checks
and over 25 booths offering health and wellness
education. The event is open to the public.
 Rachel’s Vineyard retreat Nov. 3-5
If you or someone you know suffers from the
pain of abortion, there will be a Rachel’s Vineyard
retreat offered in the Bismarck area is Nov. 3-5. For
more information, contact the national office at
877-467-3463 or www.rachelsvineyard.org. Or, for
information about local retreats, Carol Kling at 605374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.com.
 Mass for God’s Children Nov. 6
Bishop Kagan will offer a Mass for God’s Children
at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 6 at the Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, for all the children that God has called
to His arms directly from the womb or from the
care of his or her parents before adulthood. All are
welcome to attend, please join us in praying for
these children and their families. If you would like
your child or family remembered in the program,
and/or if your family would like to process a flower
to the Mary statue to ask for her prayers for your
child and family, register online at bismarckdiocese.
com/godschildren or contact Christie at 864-3545046 or ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com.
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Can we pay others to donate a kidney?
Often, we envision donating
our organs after we are dead, but
we can also choose to become
an organ donor while we are
alive if we share part of our liver
or donate one of our kidneys.
The proposal to give one of our
two kidneys away, though, does
raise some ethical and safety
concerns. There can be long-term
risks for the donor. Donating
a kidney, moreover, would not
be therapeutic for us — only for
someone else — and in fact might
slightly increase our own risk for
experiencing renal failure in the
future.
Clearly, we have a general duty
to respect the integrity of our
body. This means we shouldn’t
cause injury to it, or damage it,
for example, through surgeries
or treatments that are not
necessary to preserve our health
or save our life. In light of these
considerations, donating one of
our kidneys would seem to run
counter to our responsibility to
maintain bodily integrity.
Yet the notion of integrity can
also be understood in a broader
sense, namely, as functional
integrity, so that if one of our
kidneys were removed without
imposing undue risk, and without
a signiﬁcant loss of blood ﬁltering
function, then we could say that
the functional integrity of our
renal system was preserved. In
that case, the removal of one of
our kidneys, as a sacriﬁcial act and

for a proportionate reason, such
as saving or improving another
person’s life, could be justiﬁed.
This is what the Church aﬃrms.
A further ethical concern,
however, centers on the fact that
the decision to donate must be
made freely by the donor, and
consent should be given without
any undue pressure. This means
that oﬀering payments for organs
is fundamentally coercive and
unethical.
We face a serious shortage of
available kidneys for transplant
in the U.S. Average wait times
for a kidney are approaching ﬁve
years, and about 15-20 people
die each day while waiting for an
organ — the majority for a kidney.
In August of 2018, I participated
in a conversation with some of
the health policy team at the
White House as they considered
possible strategies for increasing
the supply of live donor kidneys.
We discussed the ethical, legal,
economic and health implications
of some proposed solutions,
including the proposal to reward
organ donation by providing
various non-cash beneﬁts.
During the White House
meeting, some parties
to the discussion oﬀered
recommendations that the
government provide lifetime
guaranteed coverage of all future
medical expenses, or lifetime
health insurance, to every person
who becomes a living kidney

donor. I emphasized that we
should not be “encouraging”
donation by oﬀering “incentives”
to donors as a direct beneﬁt at all.
Oﬀering lifetime health insurance
or similar proposals would, in my
view, constitute a form of payment
or “valuable consideration” oﬀered
to the donor, and would again
raise the problem of improperly
incentivizing the donation of
organs, pressuring someone to
consider donating as a way to
secure lifetime health insurance
coverage.
When Congress passed the
National Organ Transplant Act
in 1984, this concern about
incentivizing donations was
directly addressed. This law
prohibits the purchase of organs
or any exchange of “valuable
consideration.” This same
law, however, clearly permits
reimbursement of various
expenses associated with the
transplant, such as travel costs to
get to the hospital in order to have
the kidney removed, temporary
housing at the time of surgery, lost
wages incurred in connection with
the donation of the organ, etc.
Providing reimbursement of
expenses should not be viewed
as encouraging or incentivizing
the donation itself, but rather
as “eliminating disincentives,”
or “removing hindrances or
roadblocks.” An organ donor
should not have to assume extra
personal expense or take on other

heavy
burdens to be able freely to help
out another patient who would
beneﬁt from receiving his or her
kidney.
From the ethical point of view,
our ultimate goal should be not so
much to “incentivize donation,” as
to “support or encourage personal
generosity” on the part of those
individuals who may desire to
donate freely one of their kidneys.
The distinction is an important
one. At the end of the day, we want
people to become organ donors,
not organ vendors. Human organs
and tissues, because of their
close proximity and connection
to our human identity, cannot
be reduced to commodities to
be acquired or sold on an open
market. We must do what we
can, legally and otherwise, to
safeguard the generosity of the
organ donor’s freely chosen act
and prevent others, especially the
poor and disadvantaged, from
being exploited because they
need money, health care, or other
“incentives.”
 Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA,
and serves as the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor
of bioethics at the University of Mary in
Bismarck. See www.ncbcenter.org

Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Defined by what comes from within
Nothing that enters one from
outside can defile that person;
but the things that come out from
within are what defile.
Those words hit me as I listened
to the Gospel of St. Mark on the
22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time.
For me, it was an especially
appropriate message as I prepared
on the transition of the summer
season into fall.
I love the colorful arrangements
of nature during the fall season.
The temperatures are moderated.
The air is crisp and fresh, much
like the fruit waiting to be picked.
The birds are gathering to begin
migration.
Hay is being stored for the
winter. Livestock are growing
and weaning is nearing. The long
hours of summer labor may be
subsiding, but the whisper of work
needing attention remains.
I know equipment needs to be
cleaned, prepared and put away
for next year. Production record
reviews are needed. Livestock
need to be prepared for the winter.
I need to ready living spaces
for wintering animals, making
sure feed inventories are suﬃcient

and scheduling time to prepare
animals for the impulses of winter.
I feel privileged to be in
agriculture, but there is a big
responsibility. As the ﬁrst
environmentalists, agriculturalists
care for and manage the delicate
balance between air, water and
land. This constant commitment is
just part of the life and dedication
of rural farm and ranch families.
I know the lessons of nature
run the gambit of emotions—and
so do the lessons of life. There are
moments of great joy, perhaps
followed by heart-wrenching
events and challenges that can
lead to extreme disappointment.
Real answers, like the clouds
ﬂoating in the wide-open spaces
of the fresh North Dakota sky, are
sometimes diﬃcult to ﬁnd. And,
sometimes when the answers
arrive I don’t like the answers I
get, which makes me realize there
is much more to the world than
my needs and/or desires.
So, the words of Jesus in the
gospel, about the things that
happen around me, do not deﬁne
me impacted me. The excesses
of life and the temptations

are everyday events. The real
challenge is to recognize the
enticement of these temptations
and resist.
My life is deﬁned by what
comes from within me. This
speaks to self-control, to a
lifestyle consistent with the Ten
Commandments, to a display of
love, patience, empathy and much
more.
My life is deﬁned by my

thoughts,
words and actions, how I answer
the challenges of life. I pray I do
not deﬁle myself—and hurt Jesus.
Care to join me?
 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona,
on the family farm in Billings County. They
are members of the Church of St. Patrick
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic
celebrations there as well as at the Churches
of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary
(Medora).

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and
protection of our children, young people and vulnerable adults.
With the hope of healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse
in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has suffered
from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report
allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor,
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575. Phone:
701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can
be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.
com.
CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether
diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their
behavior. To enable the highest level of accountability, there must be
a clear and unambiguous definition of appropriate behavior. To this
end, this Code of Conduct is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck and
it provides a foundation for implementing effective and enforceable
standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct at
http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Annual Diocesan

White Mass

Monday, Oct.  • 5:30 p.m.
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
This special Mass honors physicians and
those involved in the medical field.

You can learn more about the
Bismarck Catholic Physicians Guild,
a Charter Guild of the
Catholic Medical Association
on the diocese website at
bismarckdiocese.com/physiciansguild.

“Had I not gone on a retreat, I would still be a wandering soul without purpose.
Now I am on my new journey to peace and being filled with the Holy Spirit.”
- Testimony after a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™

If abortion has your soul wandering due to a past abortion, give us a
call and join us on the next Rachel’ Vineyard Retreat™.

The next retreat in the Bismarck area is Nov. 3-5
For more information, contact the national oﬃce at 877-467-3463
or www.rachelsvineyard.org. Or, contact Carol Kling for local retreat
information at 605-374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.com.
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