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A common mission
Serra Club advocates for vocations

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Diocesan seminarians (l to r) Gregory Luger, Doug Krebs, and Gregory Crane lead the
procession out of Mass during the annual Serra Club Mass and luncheon held this
year at St. Anne’s Church in Bismarck. Luger will be continuing his studies at the
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis. Krebs and Crane are among the seminarians
studying for the priesthood at the Pontifical North American College in Rome.

By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor
We are all asked to pray for vocations,
but many don’t realize there is a group of
people working behind the scenes to step
up those efforts called the Serra Club.
Serra Club members promote,
encourage and affirm vocations to the
priesthood and consecrated religious life.
Each Serra Club supports the Church in
its own way based on the needs of their
local area, in service of their bishop. There
are active clubs in Bismarck-Mandan and
Minot currently, with on-going efforts to
organize clubs in Fargo and Dickinson.
The group gets its name from Father
Junípero Serra, an 18th century Franciscan
friar who left a comfortable life in Spain to
come to the New World and share his love
of the Gospel. His dedication motivated
him to walk thousands of miles across what
is now California and Mexico to spread
the faith, establishing nine missions and
baptizing more than 6,000 people along
the way. His devotion and service to the
Church led the club to choose him as their
patron.
Pope Francis will canonize Blessed
Junípero Serra on Sept. 23 at the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C. A few
local Serra Club members, including longtime member Al Wolf, will be on hand to
share in this historic moment.
Wolf, a Bismarck resident, has been a
Serra Club member since the mid 1960s
just after the Bismarck-Mandan Club
was chartered in January of 1964. He
has served many leadership roles within
the Club and remains one of its most
enthusiastic supporters. He was compelled
to join because of positive experiences with
loving and giving priests.“The diocese’s
involvement and support help to make
a good priest,” Al notes. “Formation of a
good priest makes for a good parish. It’s all
connected.”
Though it sounds rather simple, Wolf
says it doesn’t have to be complicated.
Serra Club members are here to simply
support and pray for priests and those
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Autumn season brings about many changes
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

W

ith the beginning of the
month of September
and the celebration
of the national holiday of Labor
Day, we mark what has come to be
called the “official” end of summer.
While our daily schedules seem
to change back to a more regular
routine, what does not change are
our spiritual schedules.
It is always good to observe any
national holiday by attending and
participating at Holy Mass and
thanking God for His continued
and abundant blessings to us
personally as well as to His

Church. It just seems that then
however we observe the holiday, it
is done in a more satisfying way. If
you are able, please do plan to go
to Mass on Labor Day before doing
anything else and be safe in all
that you do.
During the month of September
the Church celebrates several
beautiful feasts and I would like
to mention three of them and ask
you to observe them, as you are
able and willing to do. September
8 is the feast of the Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary; Sept. 14
is the feast of the Exaltation of
the Most Holy Cross; and Sept.
29 is the feast of the Archangels
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. All
of these feasts fall on a weekday,
but each of them has a wonderful
and personal character for us to
pray about and meditate on.
As we have been advertising and
announcing for the last several
months, Saturday, Sept. 19 is our
much-anticipated Thirst 2015
Catholic Women’s Conference. We
will be gathering at the University
of Mary for the day, which
promises to be a wonderful time
for prayer, deepening of our faith
and fostering of virtue, quiet time
for Confession and Adoration and
celebration of Holy Mass. If you

BISHOP IN ACTION

are planning to come, thank you
so much and if you are undecided,
please make the choice to come
and enjoy some time with Our
Lord. You may register by going to
the diocese website. The day is free
and we ask for registration only so
we can have an accurate count for
lunch.
While I am on this subject, we
are beginning to plan for our next
Eucharistic conference, which will
be held in 2016. As we finalize
our plans, we will certainly alert
everyone to them here in our
paper as well as on our diocesan
website.
Beginning the evening of Labor
Day, we priests and many deacons
of the diocese will gather in
Medora for our annual fall clergy
conference. Please pray for all of
us at the conference and for all of
our priests and deacons. Also, I
want to thank you again for your
prayers and great support for all of
our seminarians and I ask you to
please continue to pray to God for
more vocations to the priesthood
and the consecrated religious life
of men and women.
Be assured of my daily prayers
for you that you continue to grow
in holiness of life and that your
good example continues to bear
good fruit in your lives and in the
lives of others.

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER 2015

Sept. 2-6
Sept. 7-10

Sept. 11

Sept. 13
Sept. 15

Sept. 16
Sept. 17

Sept. 18

Sept. 19

Sept. 20

Sept. 22-24

• Visit to Rockford, IL
• Fall Clergy Conference,
Rough Riders Hotel,
Medora
• Mass for Catholic
Homeschool Group, Church
of Spirit of Life, Mandan,
11 a.m.
• Confirmation at the Church
of St. Leo, Minot, 11 a.m.
• Real Presence Radio
interview, 9 a.m.
• Presbyteral Council
Meeting, Center for
Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.
• Real Presence Radio Fall
Live Drive, 9 a.m.
• Pastoral Visit to
St. Vincent’s Care Center,
Bismarck, 9 a.m.
• Light of Christ Catholic
Schools Board Meeting,
Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 1:15 p.m.
• Diocesan Finance Council
meeting, Center for
Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.
• Home on the Range
board meeting, Center for
Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 12 p.m.
• THIRST 2015 Catholic
Women’s Conference,
University of Mary,
Bismarck
• Centennial Mass for the
Church of St. Michael,
Rural Linton, 3 p.m.
• Papal visit to the United
States, Washington, DC

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for September:
Universal: Opportunities for the young
That opportunities for education and employment may
increase for all young people.
Evangelization: Catechists
That catechists may give witness by living in a way
consistent with the faith they proclaim.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinksy
On August 5, Bishop Kagan presided at the annual Mass in honor of the Serra Club
held this year at the Church of St. Anne in Bismarck. Assisting and celebrating with
Bishop Kagan are: (l to r) Deacon Jerry Volk; Abbot Brian Wangler, Assumption Abbey in
Richardton; Fathers Marv KIemmer (behind Bishop); Josh Waltz, vocations director; and
Corey Nelson, parochial vicar at St. Anne’s.
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The Great commandment demands
more than words and good acts.
It demands a heart like Christ’s poor, chaste and obedient.
Do we have this?

Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for
videos from the Church in western N.D.
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them
with your friends.

Visit our website at www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.
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Saving lives through education
Back-to-school at St. Bernard’s Mission School
By Patti Armstrong
It’s back-to-school time all
across the state, but not everyone’s
preparation is the same.
The annual routine at St.
Bernard’s Mission School in Fort
Yates on the Standing Rock Indian
Reservation includes rounding
up volunteers to clean and clear
out buildings and grounds. Fr.
Basil Atwell, OSB, the pastor of
the Catholic Indian Mission with
its five parishes and the mission
school, has directed this effort for
seven school years now.
Getting their hands dirty is not
just about preparing for school,
but about rescuing souls and
serving God. Yes, it’s just that big,
according to Fr. Basil. “We are
running a rescue mission,” he said.
“We are trying to save lives. The
only way we are going to save lives
on this reservation is to save the
Catholic faith, and the only way
we are going to save the faith is
through education.”
The school serves an average of
70 students in grades K-7, but Fr.
Basil says they really need a high
school. “Of all the children who
have gone from start to finish in
106 years at our school, we have
never suffered the loss of one of
them to teen suicide,” he said.
“This school is important to save
lives and lead them to God. We
need to keep them in a Catholic
education system that values the
dignity of their lives as children of
God.”
“We rely on the community and
people outside of the community
to help us,” Fr. Basil explained,
taking a break from directing
volunteers on Aug. 8. Well, a
break, that is if you call shuffling
paperwork and answering
the phone in between fielding
questions a break.
At least he was sitting down.
Until, a homeless man, well
known to Fr. Basil, called for some
food assistance. Parochial vicar,
Father John Paul was no less
busy, directing the unloading of a
donated washer and dryer from a
donated school bus before helping
to wash the vehicle inside and out,
just for starters. And both men
sported the same unique work
shirts—black with Roman collars.
“Every year we ask people
to help get the school ready,”
Fr. Basil explained. “We can’t

do it without them.” There is
one janitor, but more work for
even a small army of volunteers.
Typically, groups ranging from
15 to 30 in number come for four
days in early August to check
off the list of chores Fr. Basil
and Fr. John Paul compile. A lot
gets done, but never everything.
“People can come any time of the
year to help if they want,” Fr. Basil
explained. “We can always use
them.”
Along with the generous
support of the people of the
Bismarck Diocese, more help
is always needed. “The tuition
we charge is minimal—only
$500—but not everyone can afford
even that,” Fr. Basil explained.
Last year, additional assistance
came by Bishop Kagan bringing
in four religious sisters from
the Congregation of Teresian
Carmelites from India to teach at
St. Bernard’s.
“Schools funded through the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and
taxpayer dollars pay teachers
at other reservation public and
Bureau of Indian Education grant
schools twice what I can pay,” Fr.
Basil explained. “Teachers that
come to us are here because of the
children. They are not here for the
money; they see it as a vocation,
not a job.”
As long-time donors age and
die, Fr. Basil said that he often
receives phone calls from their
adult children saying that the
donations will not continue.
“Young people are not picking
up the slack,” he said. “They don’t
think of donating.” There are a
few people who donate regularly,
however, for which he is grateful.
Fr. Basil also shared that recently,
because of a Tribal government
land buy-out, a Dakota woman
sold off some of her land and
immediately tithed to the Mission
school first. “The people who know
what we are doing, love us,” he
explained.
Anyone wanting to support a
student’s tuition can become a
student sponsor and will receive
a picture of the student and a
Christmas letter. Volunteers
and donations are also always
welcome. The best way to contact
Fr. Basil is to send a text message
to his cell phone 701-290-6852, or
call the rectory at 854-3473 or the
school at 854-7413.

Volunteers work inside the classrooms at St. Bernard’s Mission School.

Photos by Patti Armstrong
Young volunteers from Bismarck, (l to r) Isaac Armstrong, Charlie Liffrig and Joseph
Preszler, wash the bus at St. Bernard’s Mission School in Fort Yates.

Father Basil (far left) inspects the work of the volunteer bus washers, Joseph Preszler,
Andrew O’Meara and Charlie Liffrig.

Please join us, Sept. 23 through
Oct. 1, for the novena to St.
Therese, the Little Flower. You
may send any prayer intentions
to the Carmel of the Holy Face of
Jesus, 2051 91st. St. SE, Hague,
ND 58542 or use our prayer line:
(701) 336-7907. She who said that
she would spend her heaven doing
good on earth is just waiting for us
to ask her help.
O Little Saint Therese, who by
your fidelity to grace, so rapidly
reached the summit of sanctity,
obtain for us that strong, delicate,
generous love which made you
run so joyfully in the way of God’s
commandments. Grant that we
may understand and practice as you have done with such
perfection, the precept of fraternal charity, so that we may love
one another as Jesus has loved us. Teach us to seek Him
in simplicity of heart and enlighten our souls with pure rays
of divine truth, so that we may not be deceived by illusion.
Above all, O Little Saint Therese, obtain for us the grace of
experiencing how incapable we are of any good whatsoever
without help from on high; and that we may deserve such
assistance, obtain for us the grace of humility, which will draw
down into our hearts the merciful love of the good God. To you,
our heavenly patroness, we abandon ourselves unreservedly.
Teach us to sacrifice ourselves, not only for the sake of our
own souls, but for holy Church and the multitude of souls that
we desire to save by our love and hidden sacrifices. I likewise
entreat you to obtain for me the particular favor I ask in this
novena, if it be for the honor and glory of God, the salvation of
my own soul, and the welfare of those for whom I pray. Amen.

4 | Dakota Catholic Action

AUGUST 2015

Catholic Action Bringing Christ into everyday life

Campers experience powerful connections with God
By Fr. Roger Synek
Church of St. Anthony, Mandaree
For generations, the annual
Christian life camps at St.
Anthony’s Church in Mandaree
have made a significantly positive
impact on the area youth.
Each summer, three weeks are
dedicated to spiritually enriching
youth from the area and beyond.
This year close to 90 youth
attended from the age of six
through 16. What amazes me is
that parents and grandparents,
who dropped off the children,
would reminisce about when they
were youngsters attending these
camps. “How long have these
camps been going on?” I ask. But,
no one can give me a definitive
answer. Yes, it is amazing how
many families these camps have
touched throughout the years, how
many memories that, for most,
affectionately remind them of
their connection to Jesus, of their
relationship with Creator God and
of their experience with the Holy
Spirit.
Great memories and powerful
connections with God were, once
again, made at this year’s camps.
One memory that will be different
for this year’s group of campers
from all the other groups will
be the new sleeping quarters.
After two years of construction,
eight sleeping quarters designed
to look like an earth lodge were
constructed—a pole in the middle
of the circular or octagonal room
under a sky light in the dome of
the roof surrounded by painted
cement walls that hold out a
grassed berm of dirt that rises
up to the top of the wall from the
outside of the building. Quite
a step up from the way moms
and dads describe their past
experiences!
Campers are not the only

ones who experience powerful
connections with God and create
memories; counselors do too.
Most of the counselors of the
second week of camp were here
for the first time. These counselors
all came from different areas of
our diocese. One thing that was
quite unique about this week’s
counselors that probably hasn’t
happened in quite a while was
having three sisters wearing their
habits (in addition to Sr. Lucile)
and two deacons. The third and
fourth graders were amazed that
Sr. Brenda could run so fast in her
habit and beat them more than
once at basketball. Go, sisters!
Pictures of the three camps can
be viewed on the St. AnthonyMandaree Facebook page.
Both counselors and campers
also made new memories in the
third week. During adoration on
Thursday evening, the fifth, sixth
and seventh graders experienced
the Holy Spirit in a powerful
way. One mother emailed me
and said that her son came home
saying that he “felt something
he’s never felt before.” Later in
the evening the entire group went
out to “The Rock” for a bonfire
and a counselor who had been
attending these camps for about 16
years commented that never had
songs sung at church ever been
spontaneously sung out at “The
Rock” around a bonfire before. Oh,
how sweet the memories!
The purpose of these camps is
not just to make memories and
touch lives, but give both campers
and counselors the opportunity
for Jesus to touch their lives in
ways they will never forget. I am
convinced that, for some campers
and counselors this year, this goal
was met. Please pray that this will
happen again next year.

Submitted photos
Campers enjoy making s’mores around the bonfire at “The Rock.”

The Mexican Sisters, currently ministering in Williston, make rosaries with the campers.

Sr. Brenda leading the children in a game.

Obituaries
Sister Mary
Ripplinger

Sister Mary Ripplinger,
formerly Sr. William Christine
Ripplinger,
died on July
22, 2015 at the
Dominican
Life Center in
Adrian, Mich.
She was in the
68th year of
her religious
Sister Mary Ripplinger
profession
in the Adrian Dominican
Congregation. The funeral Mass
was offered in St. Catherine
Chapel on July 25, with burial in
the congregation cemetery.
Sister Mary was born in Chicago
to Edwin and Clara (Wangler)
Ripplinger. After completing
her education, Sister spent 57
years ministering in education in
Detroit, Dearborn and Munising,
Mich.; Solen, N.D.; and Elgin,
Wilmette, Sterling, Hometown
and Alsip, Ill. She was principal
of Sacred Heart School in Solen
for six years from 1959-1965.

Sister became a resident of the
Dominican Life Center in Adrian,
Michigan, in 2008.
Sister Mary is survived by one
brother, Charles Ripplinger of
Wyoming, Michigan, and a sister,
Frances Swick of Boynton Beach,
Florida.

Father Gerald
Ruelle

Father Gerald Ruelle, OSB
died July 28,
2015, in the
Richardton
Health Center,
Richardton.
Mass of
Christian
Burial was
held July 31 at
Father Gerald Ruelle
Assumption
Abbey, Richardton with Abbot
Brian Wangler celebrating. Burial
took place in the Abbey Cemetery.
Fr. Gerald was born in
Westhope, N.D., April 28, 1924,
to William and Ada (Dougherty)
Ruelle. His mother died in 1928
and his father raised him and his

two brothers, Bill and Jim. After
elementary and high school
education, he came to Assumption
Abbey for college. After
completing two years, he joined
monastic life, making his monastic
vows July 11, 1945.
Fr. Gerald then attended the
seminary of St. Paul University,
Ottawa, Canada. He received a
bachelor’s degree in theology in
1951, and a licentiate in theology
in 1952. He was ordained to the
priesthood on June 3, 1950. He
returned to St. Paul’s in the fall
of 1955 to further his theological
education. In 1956, he became
assistant pastor at Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, Strasburg; and in
1958, was appointed assistant
pastor of St. Joseph’s Church,
Devils Lake.
In early 1960, Fr. Gerald
volunteered to go to Bogotá,
Colombia, to begin a monastery
and school there. He, along with
three others, became the founders
of Monasterio Benedictino de
Tibatí, Bogotá, Colombia, where
he was one of the teachers. In
1965, Fr. Gerald returned to

Richardton and was appointed
chaplain of Mercy Hospital,
Devils Lake and administrator of
the parish at Minnewaukan. In
1969, he received one year CPE
training at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital,
Washington, DC, in preparation
to become chaplain of St. Alexius
Medical Center, a position he
began in 1970, and continued for
14 years. During this time he also
did fifth step work for those in AA
treatment at Heartview, Mandan.
In 1984, he was appointed
pastor of St. Joseph’s Church,
Killdeer and its missions—St.
Edward’s, Fayette (1984-1986),
and St. Paul’s, Halliday (19862007). He served in this capacity
for 23 years, before retiring to the
Abbey in 2007.
Fr. Gerald was preceded in
death by his parents William and
Ada Ruelle, step-mother Kate
Ruelle, his brothers William and
James Ruelle, and a sister-in-law
Mary Ruelle. He is survived by
his fellow monks, sister-in-law
Esther (William) Ruelle and
many beloved cousins, nieces and
nephews.
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THIRST 2015:
Women’s
Conference
Tentative Schedule
(subject to change)

9:00 am to 5:30 pm

The event is FREE!
Register online at
bismarckdiocese.com
Registration required for an
accurate meal count.

9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
9:55 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:35 a.m.
11:10 a.m.
11:50 a.m.
Noon
1:00 p.m.
1:10 p.m.
2:20 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Registration and Breakfast
Welcome
Liturgy of the Hours Talk
Morning Prayer
Talk One: Healing
Talk Two: Prayer
Daytime Prayer
Lunch
Exposition/Confession
Talk on Confession
Benediction/Reposition
Break
Talk Three:
Relationship with God
Break
Sunday Vigil Mass,
celebrated by
Bishop David Kagan

it us!

St. Bernard’s
Catholic Church

Stop and vis

Belﬁeld, ND
Fr. Bill Ruelle, Pastor

to these

THIRST 2015
SPONSORS
for being an oasis
in the desert!

Daily adoration
since 1939
Mass times:
Saturday, 4 p.m.
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
Parish Website:
saintbernardbelﬁeld.com
Fr. Bill’s Sermons:
theprairiepreacher.com

Providing
a place for
healing
since 1885.
Affordable

|

Serious

st.alexius.org
Honored sponsor and host of the
THIRST 2015 Women’s Conference.

|

Catholic
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UPCOMING EVENTS
■ Third Option in September in
Bismarck and Dickinson
Seem like you’re out of options?
Try the Third Option. This diocesesponsored program helps people
discouraged about their marriage
or other relationships (dating,
parent/child, siblings, friends, etc.)
learn to handle anger, resolve
conflicts and communicate. The
Third Option not only provides a
support group, but also teaches
new ways to handle old problems
through a brief teaching and
sharing from mentors who have
struggled but made it through. The
Third Option is free to all. The
fall/winter session begins a series
of 14 meetings starting Thursday,
Sept. 10 from 7-9 p.m. at Christ the
King Parish Life Center in Mandan
and Tuesday, Sept. 15 in Dickinson
at Queen of Peace. For more
information, contact Tara Brooke at
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com or
call 204-7209.
■ Marriage encounter
weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter weekends are Sept. 1113 in Irene, S.D. and International
Falls, Minn.; Sept. 25-27 at St.
Mary’s in Bismarck; Oct. 9-11
in Buffalo, Minn., Oct. 16-18 in
East Grand Forks, Minn.; and
Nov. 20-22 in Medora, Prior Lake
and Windom, Minn., and Rapid
City, S.D. Early registration is
highly recommended. For more
information visit our website at:
ndwwme.org or contact Rob and
Angie at 701-347-1998.
■ St. Michel’s to celebrate
centennial Sept. 20
The public is invited to St. Michael’s
Parish (rural Linton) centennial
celebration Sunday, Sept. 20. A
meal will be served from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. followed by a program. Mass
under a tent, with Bishop Kagan, is
at 3 p.m.
■ Serra Club breakfast Sept. 27
The Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club
pancake breakfast for religious
vocations will be held Sunday,
Sept. 27 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the St. Mary’s Central High School
Cafeteria. Pancakes, sausage, eggs,
juice and coffee will be served. Cost
is $8 for adults, $4 for children ages
10 and under, and children under
age three are free. All proceeds will
be used for vocations. The Serra
Club of Bismarck and Mandan
has been supporting religious
vocations for over 50 years.
■ St. Vincent de Paul 5k walk
Oct. 4
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, local
Bismarck conference, is hosting
a fun Friends of the Poor 5k Walk
on Sunday, Oct. 4 at Sertoma Park
Shelter #7 on Riverside Park Rd. in
Bismarck. Registration begins at
12:30 p.m. with the walk starting at
1:30 p.m. For more information on
the walk, contact Beth at 222-1046
or calmmicki@juno.com or go to
www.fopwalk.org. All proceeds stay
in the community to help those
living in poverty.
■ America Needs Fatima rosary
Oct. 10
The public is invited to an America
Needs Fatima (ANF) public rosary

crusade in Bismarck on Saturday,
Oct. 10 at 11:30 a.m. Those
attending are asked to gather at
the pioneer family statue at the
front of the state capitol grounds.
During the 2014 crusade, there
were 12,629 groups simultaneously
praying for our country and the
world all across America. Consider
joining the efforts this year in this
powerful public display of prayer.
For more information, contact
Shirley Bachmeier at 530-0926.
■ Family prayer workshop Oct. 17
Parents are invited to attend a
workshop on Oct. 17 on learning
to pray as a family. The event
will be hosted at Christ the
King in Mandan with time to be
determined. The presentation is
based on the Nashville Dominicans
and shares examples, stories
and concrete application for
beginners and those experienced
at practicing family prayer. For
questions or to register, contact
Katrina at 663-8842.

■ Dickinson Catholic Schools
Gala Oct. 17
The public is invited to the 15th
Annual Fall Gala for Dickinson
Catholic Schools on Saturday,
Oct. 17 at the Astoria Hotel and
Event Center. Social begins at 5
p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. with
live and silent auctions to follow.
For tickets call 483-6085 or www.
dickinsoncatholicschools.com
■ Cat.Chat concert at St. Mary’s
in Bismarck Oct. 25
St. Mary’s in Bismarck is hosting a
Cat.Chat concert on Sunday, Oct.
25 at 4 p.m. Advance tickets at $5
per person or $15 for a family or
$8 per person and $20 per family
at the door. For more information,
contact Diane Huck at 223-5562.
The Cat.Chat family, featuring the
Cat.Chat Man, his wife Denise, their
five kids, plus, Moses the Cat, has
been touring across the U.S. and
Canada since 2005 and now has a
TV series airing on EWTN. Cat.Chat
concerts are geared toward young
families with children ages prekindergarten through sixth grade.

EVENT SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic
Action is published monthly except
for July. Material deadline is noon
the first Friday of the month for the
following months’ publication (ex:
first Friday in January for the February issue of the DCA). Recurring or
ongoing events must be submitted
each time they occur to be included.
ACCEPTED MATERIAL: Brief notices
of upcoming events hosted by diocesan parishes and institutions. Items
are published on a space available
basis.
SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must
be listed individually and include:
• Time and date of event
• Full event description including
related times
• Complete address of event venue
• Contact information of individual
responsible for submitted material
E-MAIL: info@bismarckdiocese.com
MAIL: DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
St. Hildegard

St. Anthony

Location: Menoken
Date/time: Sept. 13, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Menu: Sausage, roast beef, pies, buns and all the
trimmings
Cost: Adults $10, children ages 4-10 $5, free for
ages 3 and under
Includes: games, bingo, music, and sales of homebaked goods, fresh garden produce, religious
articles, crafts and white elephant sale. The raffle
includes Medora vacation packages, guns, cash
prizes and more. Mass at 10 a.m.

Location: New Town
Date/time: Sept. 27, 4 p.m.
Menu: Turkey with all the trimmings.

St. Philomena
Location: Selfridge High School (two blocks south
of Cenex)
Date/time: Sept. 13, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (central)
Menu: Roast beef and sausage with all the
trimmings
Cost: Free-will offering
Includes: bingo, silent auction and raffle
drawings. Mass at 10 a.m.

St. Mary
Location: Hague
Date/time: Sept. 13, 5 p.m.
Menu: Swiss steak, rice dressing, pie, and all the
trimmings
Includes: bingo at 6:30 p.m. in the K of C Hall and
raffle

St. Anthony
Location: Linton (K of C Hall)
Date/time: Sept. 20, 4 to 6:45 p.m.
Menu: Fried chicken, ham, hamburger rice,
mashed potatoes, coleslaw, cranberry salad, and
variety of desserts, along with all the trimmings
Includes: silent auction, bingo in the church
basement starting at 5 p.m. and raffle drawing at
8 p.m.

St. Martin
Location: Center
Date/time: Sept. 27, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Ham, meatballs, mashed potatoes, corn,
dinner rolls, coleslaw and homemade pies and
desserts
Includes: games and other activities

St. Bonaventure
Location: Underwood
Date/time: Sept. 27, 4:30 to 7 p.m.
Menu: Salad bar, fried chicken, mashed potatoes,
gravy, corn, buns, homemade pies and desserts
and a beverage
Cost: Adults $10, children 6-12 years $4, and 5
and under free

St. Anthony
Location: St. Anthony
Date/time: Oct. 4, Noon
Menu: Fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes, kuchen
and trimmings
Cost: Adults $8, children 3-12 $4, children under
three free
Includes: Verein Hall activities from
12:30 to 4 p.m. of bingo, silent auction, paddle
wheel and other games, ending with drawings for
parish and Christian Mothers raffles. St. Anthony
Church is now handicap accessible.

St. Pius V
Location: New Salem
Date/time: Oct. 4, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Menu: Chicken and roast beef, mashed potatoes
and gravy, vegetable, salad, buns and pies
Cost: Adults $10, $5 for children ages 4-12,
$1 ages four and under.
Includes: children’s carnival, cake walk, raffle,
bake sale, silent auction and gift shop. Polka Mass
at 10 a.m. (central).

St. Mary’s
Location: Bismarck
Date/time: Oct. 18, 4 to 6 p.m.
Menu: Turkey, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy,
dinner rolls, green bean casserole, beverages,
pumpkin and apple pie, and angel food cake
Cost: Adults $8, children ages 3-8 $3.50
Includes: silent auction during dinner
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New album of Marian chant from Norcia
Monks rebuild monasticism in St. Benedict’s hometown
By Jared Staudt
Director of Catholic Studies
University of Mary
Walking up the narrow streets
of Norcia, Italy, the smell of the
local delicacy, wild boar, wafting
through the air from hanging
limbs in shops and restaurants,
three times a year University of
Mary students make their way
toward the historic Basilica of
St. Benedict. Nursia, the Roman
birthplace of St. Benedict,
now known as Norcia, is the
site of a revival of Benedictine
monasticism.
The University of Mary, a
Benedictine institution, requires
a course on St. Benedict for its
Rome students with trips to
Subiaco, Monte Cassino, and
Norcia. At Norcia, the students
encounter a dynamic renewal that
both looks back to the foundations
of Benedictine monasticism and
vibrantly looks forward to the
renewal of Catholic culture in the
New Evangelization.
After journeying from North
Dakota to Europe, when the
students reach Norcia they
unexpectedly find a familiar
welcome at the Monastery of St.
Benedict. Half of the 18 monks
there hail from America, with
the rest coming from around
the world. In the Jubilee year
2000, Dom Cassian Folsom reestablished a monastery in the
ancient basilica over the birthplace
of St. Benedict, which had long
lain unoccupied. The monks of
the Monastery of St. Benedict in

Norcia are part of a
profound renewal
of Benedictine
monastic life
embracing a tradition
centered on the
liturgy and broader
cultural renewal.
Most recently, the
monastery has
released a new CD,
Benedicta.
Chant is only one
way that the monks
have re-established
The first international recording of the Monks of Noria is
monastic traditions
available for purchase at osbnorcia.org/en/album.
in Norcia. A broader
The monastery has also
cultural initiative
renovated
much of the ancient
involves their return to another
monastery, including the
ancient monastic practice:
library, sanctuary of the basilica,
brewing! George Cardinal Pell
monastic cells, and bell tower
described their brewing (and
(among other projects), and
their beer, Birra Nursia) as a
also commissioned a beautiful
genuine example of the New
painting of the crucifixion for their
Evangelization. The monks see
new and expanded refectory. In
the brewery as an apostolate
addition to promoting the arts,
for engaging non-believers. For
the monastery’s apostolate also
those who wouldn’t think of going
reaches education by hosting
to Mass, one of the monks, Fr.
the Albertus Magnus Center for
Nivakoff, explained, the brewery
Scholastic Studies. The Center’s
provides them “a setting and…
two-week long summer programs
a product they feel comfortable
encourage the study of theology
with. There’s a spiritual gain for
according to medieval methods:
them, even though they aren’t
preaching, lecture, disputation,
looking for it.” Although the
and commentary. This year’s July
brewery was founded in 2012, it
program focused on Paul’s First
already has had a large impact,
even being served to the Cardinals Letter to the Corinthians, using St.
Thomas Aquinas’s commentary.
during the papal conclave that
The monastery’s new CD,
elected Pope Francis! Though it is
Benedicta:
Marian Chants
only currently available in Europe,
from Norcia, was produced in
plans are underway to import it to
partnership with de Montfort
America.

Learn more about Catholic
Charities ND on Sept. 26-27

Every
parish in
North Dakota
will have the
opportunity
to participate
in Catholic
Charities
Sunday this
year. The
Bismarck Diocese will celebrate
during the weekend of Sept.
26-27. Although a new event
for North Dakota, the tradition
of holding a Catholic Charities
Sunday to raise awareness and
support of these services has
been growing in dioceses across
the U.S.
In North Dakota, Catholic
Charities ND helps find forever
families for children in foster
care, offers free birth counseling
and parenting support for
women and men, provides
comprehensive adoption
services for those desiring
children, offers guardianship
services for adults with
intellectual disabilities, and
provides individuals, couples
and families with professional,
faith-based counseling services
for relationships, stress
and anger, or anxiety and
depression.

For over 90
years, Catholic
Charities
North Dakota
(CCND) has
been helping
people and
changing
lives. Guided
by faith-filled values, CCND
serves people in need and
advocates for the common good
of all. Additionally, it provides
financial assistance and relief
as needed to those affected by
natural disasters such as the
floods in Minot, Grand Forks,
and Fargo.
During Catholic Charities
Sunday, a short video
presentation will be shown
in each parish and then
parishioners will join together
in prayer for the clients, staff,
and supporters of CCND.
Parishioners will also have an
opportunity to learn more about
this ministry and support the
work of putting our faith in
action to serve those in need.
You can contact and access
CCND’s services from anywhere
in the state by calling 1-800450-4457 or online at www.
CatholicCharitiesND.org.
—Submitted information

Music, a highly successful label,
producing three of the top five
classical albums for 2014. The CD
presents many traditional Marian
hymns and antiphons, some of
which will be readily recognizable,
but what stands out is that the
CD also includes an original
composition. The monastery’s
choirmaster, Fr. Basil Nixen,
composed the text and music of
the original piece, Nos Qui Christi
Iugum (“We Who Have Received
Christ’s Yoke”).
Their new CD provides the
opportunity to enter into the
monks’ prayer and devotion to
God. Gregorian chant provides a
peaceful and serene stimulant to
prayer and contemplation. Based
primarily on the liturgy of the
hours, with its antiphons, psalms,
and hymns, chant focuses our
minds on God, withdrawing us
from our daily distractions and
worries. Even without familiarity
with its language, Latin, the text
itself embodies the aspirations of
the words, to point us upward, to
use our senses to direct our minds
toward higher things.
Those choosing to purchase the
CD—not only for its beauty and
inducement to contemplation—
will be supporting the great work
of rebuilding undertaken by the
Monastery of St. Benedict of
Norcia, Italy as a portion of the
proceeds go to funding the many
needs of the community. The CD
is available at osbnorcia.org/en/
album.

St. Mary’s in Marmarth
celebrates centennial

Staff photos
(l to r) Deacon Ken Schmit, Bishop David
Kagan and Fr. David Morman joined the
centennial celebration at St. Mary’s in
Marmarth on July 26.

There might not be much left
of the town of Marmarth, but St.
Mary’s remains a strong reminder
of the resilience of the people of
Western North Dakota.
The parish, which is one of
the most remote in the diocese,
celebrated their centennial on July
26, with Mass by Bishop Kagan.
Established as a mission in 1915
under the title of St. Philomena,
the name was changed to
Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1941,
but is commonly called St. Mary’s.
The current brick church was built
in 1955. The Church of St. Charles
in Bowman serves the parish.

Parishioners and visitors reminisced over
100 years of memories of St. Mary’s in
Marmarth.

Marmarth, once an important
railroad town as well as a major
shipping point for cattle, had a
population of nearly 3,000. Today,
the population hovers at around
140. Though small in numbers, the
tiny town in the southwest corner
of the state retains its historical
significance buoyed by dinosaur
fossil finds and excavations.
—Staff report
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Pope Francis to Canonize
Blessed Junípero Serra,
Apostle of California
By Jared Staudt
Director of Catholic Studies
University of Mary
American saints are a rarity. Currently there
are 12 saints either native born (three of the
12) or who worked and died within the United
States. On Sept. 23, a thirteenth North American
saint will be canonized by Pope Francis at the
National Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington, DC: Bl. Junípero Serra, O.F.M.
(1713-1784).
Blessed Serra, the Apostle of California, was
born on the island of Majorca, off the coast of
Spain. He grew up on a farm where he learned
many skills he would bring to his ministry. At 17,
he became a Franciscan friar. Though known for
his work in the missions, Serra initially served
as a philosophy and theology professor, before
unexpectedly volunteering for ministry in the New
World at the age of 36. It was an intensely personal
decision: “I have had no other motive but to revive
in my soul those intense longings which I have
had since my novitiate when I read the lives of the
saints.” Serra set off from his homeland to become
a saint.
After arriving in Mexico, Serra’s first mission
work took place in the mountainous region of
Sierra Gorda, north of Mexico City, where he
constructed a new church and worked for eight
years. Returning to Mexico City, he spent time
as a travelling preacher, known for his dramatic

exhortations to penance, even demonstrating this
penance on himself from the pulpit! He was again
sent to the mission field, this time to the long
peninsula of Baja California, though he found it
a rough, desert-like place without much prospect
for growth. It was from this disappointing vantage
that Serra’s main breakthrough occurred.
Serra was personally selected to spearhead a
new mission to uncharted territory. Along with
a relatively small contingent of Spanish soldiers,
he would travel to Alta California (the present
day state of California), where he would found
nine missions. The main Spanish fort was at the
Presidio in Monterey, and his missions spanned
the territory from there south to San Diego. Serra
has been called not only the Apostle of California,
but also its founder. In his post as Father President
of the Missions, Serra not only ministered to the
Indian population, but his missions provided the
foundations for many of California’s later cities. In
his work, he travelled nearly 25,000 miles on foot
(with a decades-long leg injury) and performed
countless baptisms and confirmations.
The work proved grueling and even dangerous.
When entering the territory of his first mission
at San Diego, the friars and soldiers were greeted
with a shower of arrows. The customs of the
natives shocked the Spaniards, especially their
nakedness, and the missionaries saw it as their
goal not only to preach, but also to bring the basics
of civilization. Once a native received baptism, the

AUGUST 2015

Father Junipero Serra in portrait by Father Jose Mosqueda.
(Huntington Library)

missionaries insisted that the new Christian live
within a mission under the Franciscans’ authority,
where they would be taught agriculture and trades
and follow a schedule of prayer. Serra labored in
California for about 15 years, serving as leader
and father to the Franciscan missionaries and his
converts.
Serra’s canonization on Sept. 23 will take place
in Washington, D.C. at the National Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception, during Pope
Francis’s visit to the United States for the World
Meeting of Families. Francis explained that Serra’s
canonization is part of a larger effort to provide
us with examples of evangelization. His surprise
announcement of the canonization came back
in January aboard a flight from Sri Lanka to the
Philippines. Pope Francis explained how Serra
met his personal criteria of “persons who were
great evangelizers.” He explained, “ in September,
God willing, I will canonize Junipero Serra in the
United States, who was the evangelizer of the west
of the United States.” In his discussion of Serra
and the canonization of Joseph Vaz, an Indianborn misssionary who lived from 1651-1711, the
Pope continued, “These are people who did a lot
of evangelization and who are in keeping with the
spirituality and theology of ‘Evangelii Gaudium.’
That’s the reason I chose them.” Pope Francis
waived the requirement of a second miracle for
Serra, overriding the normal process in what is
called an equipollent or equivalent canonization.

A common mission Continued from page 1
living the religious life. The
club is an instrument within
the diocese providing continual
respect and admiration for those
who have been called to the holy
life dedicated to serve God and
His people.“When Jesus said,
‘This is my body…’, he envisioned
a priesthood that would have
the power to transform the body
and blood of Christ,” Al explains.
“The Serra Club can energize
the priesthood to carry forth the
message of being Catholic and the
sacrifice that Christ made.”
Bishop Kagan adds that the
Serra Clubs play an important
role in the diocese. “The members
publicly support the promotion
and fostering of vocations to the
priesthood and the consecrated
life by prayers and their good

works of financial support for all
of our seminarians. Moreover,
they pray for our priests, deacons
and devoted religious women and
men and that is a tremendous
help to us all.”
Serrans come from all walks
of life and new members are
always welcome. Local clubs meet
on a regular basis to motivate
and challenge each other to
be dedicated as the religious
vocations arm of the Church.
Those interested in joining in
Bismarck-Mandan may contact
Chuck Huber at 391-9575. In the
Minot area, contact Mike Ruelle
at 839-4365.
“I do encourage our laity to
belong to Serra as it is a good
way to foster vocations and it is

something everyone can do, that
is, pray regularly for vocations,”
adds Bishop Kagan. “This is so
necessary for the future of our
parishes and our diocese.”
History of local Serra Clubs
The Bismarck-Mandan
Serra Club has a long-standing
history in the diocese. Soon
after assuming his duties in
the diocese in 1962, Bishop
Hacker recognized the need for
active promotion of vocations.
He invited a handful of laymen
leaders within the local churches
to a dinner at his residence to
learn more about Serra Club.
Bishop Hacker, coming from St.
Paul, was very familiar with the
impact the club could have on the
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diocese. Many of those originally
invited to that gathering became
charter members with three men
still remaining active today. They
are Bob Rausch, Jerry Spaedy
and Deacon Ray Grabar.
The Minot area had a Serra
Club established years ago, but
did not remain consistently
active. There was also a
vocations club at some point
that was not affiliated with Serra
International. However, due to
extensive efforts by several active
Serrans within the diocese, the
North Central North Dakota
Serra Club was established last
year in Minot.
You can learn more at
serrainternational.org.

Pope Francis has told us that his decision
to make Serra a saint reflects the Franciscan
missionary’s embodiment of the landmark
document of his papacy, Evangelium Gaudium.
In this apostolic exhortation, Francis lays out
his vision of how we can take up the mantle of
evangelization in our time, following the example
of saints, such as Serra:
We do well to keep in mind the early Christians
and our many brothers and sisters throughout
history who were filled with joy, unflagging
courage and zeal in proclaiming the Gospel.
Some people nowadays console themselves by
saying that things are not as easy as they used
to be… Every period of history is marked by the
presence of human weakness, self-absorption,
complacency and selfishness, to say nothing of the
concupiscence, which preys upon us all… Let us
not say, then, that things are harder today; they
are simply different. But let us learn also from the
saints who have gone before us, who confronted
the difficulties of their own day.
Francis’ decision to canonize Serra during his
visit to the United States provides our country with
a strong example as we learn to evangelize in the
midst of our own opportunities and challenges.
Serra’s canonization, however, has resurfaced
a long controversy concerning his legacy. Many
critics portray Serra as spearheading efforts to
enslave or even kill the Indians of California. There
has even been a push to remove his statue from
the United States Capital, where it represents the
State of California. Though it is true that Serra
used corporeal punishment in his missions, he
was actually a defender of the natives against
Spanish colonialism. He even used his significant
clout to have a governor of California removed for
interfering with the work of the missions.
One of the best testimonies of Serra’s success is
the great devotion the peoples of the missions bore
him. He was a beloved father, whom the natives
knew loved them deeply. He always wished well
of the Indians, even when they committed crimes,
and resisted their punishment by Spanish forces.
The most poignant example of this came after
the burning of the mission of San Diego, which
included the murder of one of the friars. Writing to
the Spanish viceroy, Serra pleaded for clemency:
“As to the killer, let him live so that he can be
saved, for that is the purpose of our coming here
and its sole justification.”
Here we see the heart of Serra’s great missional
love and zeal: he served in California only to
further the work of the Gospel. This is the example
of evangelization Pope Francis is providing us with
the canonization of Bl. Junípero Serra later this
month.

Pilgrimage to see
the pope
A contingent from the Bismarck Diocese will be on
hand to welcome the pope to Philadelphia during the
World Meeting of Families in mid-September. Pope
Francis is making his first-ever visit to the U.S. since his
election in March 2013.
Currently, there are 34 people registered to go
including diocese personnel and the trip’s spiritual
director, Fr. Joseph Evinger, parochial vicar of the Church
of St. Joseph in Williston. The pilgrimage will depart
Bismarck on Sept. 22.
The main focus of the trip will revolve around the
World Meeting of Families with the theme of “Love Is Our
Mission: The Family Fully Alive” emphasizing the impact
of the love and life of families on our society. The week
offers spiritual enrichment discussing the multifaceted
issues facing families today during the various keynotes
and breakout sessions. Notable speakers include Bishopelect Robert Barron and Dr. Scott Hahn, among others.
Those with the pilgrimage from the diocese will also
have time for sightseeing. Tour stops planned include
Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul, and shrines of
St. John Neumann, St. Katherine Drexel, and St. Rita,
among others. The highlight of the trip will be taking
part in the Papal Mass offered on Sunday, Sept. 27 before
returning to Bismarck.
For those interested in joining the group from the
diocese, you may register with Canterbury Pilgrimages
and Tours through a link on the diocesan website at www.
bismarckdiocese.com/world-meeting-of-families. Contact
Tara Brooke at tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com or 701204-7209 with questions.
— Staff report
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Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Sisters Jobitha, Keerthana, Mary Michael and Vandana, from the Congregation of Teresian Carmelites in India, were welcomed to the diocese’s
Spirit of Life Carmel Convent in Mandan. Present were (front, l to r): Srs. Naviya, Jobitha, Silvan, Mary Michael, Keerthana, Bishop Kagan, Sr. Amal
Grace, Mother Liza, Srs. Annie Sheela, Sobita and Vandana. Standing in back: Deacon Gary Mizeur, Msgr. Chad Gion and Fr. Chris Kadrmas.

Mother Liza,
Superior
General of the
Congregation
of Teresian
Carmelites in India,
signs the official
establishment
document for
the Spirit of Life
Carmel Convent in
Mandan. Bishop
Kagan also signed
the document.
The 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Honor Guard participated in the
Mass.

Sister Keerthana read the first Scripture during the special Mass
welcoming her and her fellow Sisters to the newly established Spirit of
Life Carmel Convent in Mandan.

Sisters Anie Sheela (left) and Mary Michael brought forth the gifts
during the special Mass welcoming her and her fellow Sisters to the
newly established Spirit of Life Carmel Convent in Mandan.

Monsignor Chad Gion leads the procession out of Mass with the Blessed
Sacrament. The procession went to the Sisters’ residence to bless the home.

A procession to the Sisters’ residence near the church for blessing.

Bishop Kagan blesses the chapel in the Sisters’ residence, the Spirit of Life
Carmel Convent. Deacon Gary Mizeur and Msgr. Chad Gion assist him.
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Diocese welcomes new employees
Brandi Boehm

Brandi Boehm isn’t new to
the diocese, but she is new to her
current
job. She
began an
internship
within
the Fiscal
Office in
December
2013.
Then, upon
graduation Brandi Boehm
from the University of Mary in
May of 2015, she accepted fulltime employment. Brandi is
the parish services accountant,
working to process centralized
payroll for about 30 parishes and
bookkeeping for about 15 parishes.
She resides in Mandan and is
engaged to Brian Alderin of Center
and planning a wedding next
summer.

Helen Woiwode

Helen Woiwode is a database
administrator and administrative
assistant for the diocese. She
replaced
Linda
Urbanec,
who retired
earlier this
year after
more than
19 years of
working for
the diocese.
Helen
Helen Woiwode
handles
full administration of transaction
processing in the office of
Stewardship and Resource
Development for all donor
activity. She had previously
worked for the Burleigh County
State Attorneys’ office prior to
coming to the diocese in March.
Helen, who currently resides in
Bismarck, is originally from Minot.

Tara Brooke

Tara Brooke has been working
for the diocese for a year, but just
recently began working as the
director of the office of Family
Ministry.
She replaced
Joyce
McDowell,
who retired
at the end of
June. Tara
had worked
previously
as the
coordinator Tara Brooke
for Respect
Life and Natural Family Planning
programs for the diocese. She
currently works in ministry for
all stages of life, with a great
deal revolving around marriage
programs. She provides oversight
for pre-marriage seminars,
supporting and training those
involved in being FOCCUS
sponsor couples, and oversight of
the Retrouvaille program, which
assists married couples. She also
works with parishes to help grow
their family ministries. Prior to
employment with the diocese,
Tara spent six years at the Church
of Corpus Christi as the director
of faith formation. Before that,
she spent more than 10 years in
parish youth ministry at Christ

The diocese has recently hired several new employees
in different areas of ministry. Since March, six people
have joined the diocese in various roles.
the King in Mandan and at St.
Vincent de Paul in the Archdiocese
of Minneapolis/St. Paul. Tara
and her husband, Dan, reside in
Bismarck with their children, Lucy
(8), Eva (5), and Leo (4).

Christie Collins

Christie Collins is the
coordinator of the Respect Life
and Natural Family Planning
programs for
the diocese.
She replaced
Tara
Brooke, who
transitioned
into the role
of director
of Family
Ministry in
July. Christie
Christie Collins
will be
serving the people and parishes of
the diocese in all things to promote
a greater respect for human life
from conception to death, and
coordinate natural family planning
method availability and training.

Christie had previously worked
at a remote campus site for the
University of Mary. She and her
husband, Chris, who teaches at the
University, have lived in Bismarck
for about a year. They have four
children: Kolbe (6), Isaac (5), Eva
(3), and Alexis (1).

Jayme Heick

Jayme Heick began working
at the diocese in late June as an
administrative assistant within
the Fiscal Office. The position
had been vacant since earlier in
the year.
She lives
in Mandan
with her
husband,
Dustin, and
daughters,
Ramona,
Helen, and
Alice.
Jayme Heick

Eve Mercer

Eve Mercer began working as
the development assistant in the
Office of
Planned
Giving/
Catholic
Foundation
in April
after the
position was
left vacant
earlier in
the year.
Eve Mercer
Her duties
include assisting Kim Dvorak,
director of Development and
Planned Giving, in the day-today operations of the diocesan
Foundation. These duties
include planning and assisting
at fundraising events such as the
seminarian golf tournament and
seminarian summer celebrations.
For the past 13 years, Eve has been
a stay-at-home, homeschooling
mom. Prior to that, she worked
as an operations manager for a
technical consulting firm in the
Washington, D.C. area. Eve and
her husband, Michael, reside
in Hebron. Their children are:
Corey (23), Stephen (21), Emily
(20), Anderson (12), Holden
(10), KaraJean (9), Katherine (7),
Charlotte (5), Clare (4), and Mary
(2).

Submitted photo
Fifty-eight students, chaperones, priests, deacons and a seminarian from 14 different parishes attended Steubenville North in St.
Paul in July.

Students attend Steubenville North in St. Paul
By Bobbi Shegrud
Diocese Steubenville
Coordinator
In mid-July, 58 students,
chaperones, priests, deacons
and a seminarian from 14
different parishes headed out
to Steubenville North in St.
Paul. What an experience!
The first two days before
the conference were spent
sightseeing and celebrating
Mass and touring the Cathedral
of St. Paul. Recreation time was
spent at an amusement park
with unbelievable rides and

miniature golf. Fun and laughter
was abounding.
Steubenville conference
organizers, once again, fulfilled
their goal by providing an
exciting lineup of speakers,
musicians and presenters to
challenge our youth to learn
about the Holy Spirit, and
explore the living presence of
God in their lives. The youth
were asked to contemplate the
amazing love of Jesus and how
He willingly gave up His throne
in heaven in order to become
a man. The sacraments were

the highlight of the weekend.
Teens joined in two dynamic
Eucharistic Liturgies during
the weekend and were given
numerous opportunities to
participate in the sacrament
of reconciliation. This was a
powerful time of Eucharistic
Exposition and Adoration as
we opened our hearts to Jesus,
and grew deeper and closer to
Him. Many came to a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ
in the power of the Holy Spirit
through this weekend.
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Questions

I was afraid to ask
FR. KEITH STREIFEL

Q:
A:
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Why does the Catholic
Church say it is a mortal sin
for Catholics to intentionally
miss Mass on Sundays and
holy days of obligation and
no sin for non-Catholics to
do the same?

It’s all about relationships.
Why do we have an
obligation to holy Mass? Well, to
quote our Lord in John 6:53-54,
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink his blood, you do
not have life within you. Whoever
eats my flesh and drinks my blood
has eternal life, and I will raise
him on the last day.” Or as the Ten
Commandments in Exodus 20:8
tell us, “Keep holy the Sabbath
day.”
But why would a Catholic
care about Scripture or the
Commandments? Aren’t they just
words on paper or stone? It’s true
that they are words, but to those
who are in a relationship with
God, they are more than that.
They are Gospel and law.

If I see a sign that says, “Be at
555 Fifth Street at five o’clock for
supper,” I might show up if I’m
very hungry, but it sounds like
a random commandment and a
bit odd. If, on the other hand, my
mother says to be there because
she’s cooking for me at that time
and address, I will be there five
minutes early! Within the context
of the relationship, the command
(demand, law, invitation) makes
sense.
Trouble is, when we hear mortal
sin we think of hell (and not
without reason). But, when we
think of hell, we tend to think
about location instead of relation.
It’s true that venial sin wounds
and mortal sin kills. Put another
way, venial sin kills only very
slowly —think of death by paper
cuts —and mortal sin is like a
blow to the head. But the soul is
immortal anyway, so what does
sin kill? Sin kills our relationship
with God. Eternal life is being in a
right relationship with God, and
hell is not showing up for that
eternal banquet.
If a sign posted on a telephone
pole invites me to dinner and
I don’t go, there is no shame
or foul in that. I don’t have any
frame of reference for which to
say that I have done any wrong.
Although, depending on who
is cooking, I may have missed a
very good meal. However, when

my mother invites me to dinner
and I don’t show up, there is
trouble. As her son who loves her,
I might be saying any number
of things which are very hurtful
to our relationship, especially
if she has prepared a meal for
me and I don’t call with regrets.
Sure, I might be saying, “Some
emergency happened.” But, I
might also be saying, “I don’t like
your roast beef,” or “I think there
are more important things in life
than my mother,” or perhaps even,
“I don’t love you anymore.” You
see, because of my relationship
with her, the meal is not just
nourishment, it is a means of
forwarding the relationship.
That’s a pretty good description
of a sacrament, and especially
the Eucharist. The Lord has set a
table for us, and, yes, it is a weekly
table for the whole family. Those
who are not part of the family
aren’t really expected to show up.
They aren’t among the relations.
They may have heard that we
have a great meal every week
and want to join us; that’s what
they ought to hear! Or, they may
have heard only that we have to
go to the family meal every week.
Shame on us if we’ve given the
impression that this is anything
less than a “heavenly banquet.”
So, no, we can’t say that those
who are not Catholic have
committed a sin by missing the
Lord’s gift of His word and of His
flesh. On the other hand, it would
certainly be better if they did
enter into the Church and receive
the gift our Lord Himself gave us
on the day before he was to suffer.
By not receiving this sacrament,
they also do not receive this
significant help that the Lord has
given us for our daily walk.
But, things are different for us
because we are already in this
relationship. If we as Catholics
reject this gift, we are turning
away from the relationship we
have been born into by baptism
in the Church. If we reject that
relationship, we end up missing
more than mom’s roast beef.
Rather, we end up missing mom,
the rest of the family, and love
itself.
■ Fr. Streifel is pastor of the Church of
St. Joseph in Dickinson. If you have a
question you were afraid to ask, now
is the time to ask it! Simply email your
question to info@bismarckdiocese.com
with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the
subject line.

Pope Frank
ABBEY NAGEL

Laudato Si: A call to
keeping wonder and
mystery alive
I think it’s safe to say that most
of the hype surrounding the Holy
Father’s encyclical, Laudato Si,
has died down a bit. Now that the
news stories have moved on to the
next thing, it might be a good time
to revisit the encyclical without
our initial emotional responses
taking over. Perhaps we’ll be able
to think a little more clearly about
it all.
Before I read the encyclical
myself, I read many reviews and
opinions about it. I suppose that’s
never really the best way to go
about things. But, considering
the time needed for the 100 pages
was daunting! Once I did pick it
up, I had all of these reviews and
opinions floating around in the
back of my head. And here’s what I
found out.
First, from what I read before,
it seemed like the pope was saying
all kinds of new things that no
other pope has said before—like
he was breaking completely new
ground. But, I found after reading
just the first three pages, that
Francis was building his writing
on the thoughts and statements of
the wise Holy Fathers who have
gone before him. In those few
pages, he quoted Blessed Pope
Paul VI, Saint Pope John Paul II
and Pope Benedict.
Three popes had talked about
the environment years ago,
expressing concern for it. More
than that, it became clear to me
this was an issue that went back
even further than these most
recent popes. It was an issue
that the Church has always been
concerned about. I also thought it
was refreshing that the encyclical
quoted scripture left and right.
Clearly, Pope Francis wasn’t
bringing this issue up for the first
time.
I noticed themes that were very
“Francis-like.” It didn’t take him
long to point out that those who
suffer the most from the condition
of the environment are the poor.
How fatherly and pastoral of him
to constantly be keeping the poor
in the forefront and reminding
the faithful of our duty to care for
others. This was clearly his main
concern. It was evident to me that
he was writing this as a pastor to
his flock, not as a scientist who
presumed to know it all, and not
as a politician who has his nose
in places it shouldn’t be (as I’ve

unfortunately seen in headlines).
Francis beautifully discussed
the creation story and the mystery
of the universe. He said, “In this
universe, shaped by open and
intercommunicating systems, we
can discern countless forms of
relationship and participation.
This leads us to think of the whole
as open to God’s transcendence,
within which it develops.”
Again, Francis is leading us to
contemplate things of heaven. And
he is using things of the earth, the
environment, to do it. Isn’t that
exactly something the leader of the
Catholic flock should be doing?
Francis’ concern with the
environment also has something
to do with the mystery and wonder
of life. He warns against becoming
too reliant on our own scientific
and technological abilities because
life can become monotonous
in this way. He wrote, “Let us
refuse to resign ourselves to this,
and continue to wonder about
the purpose and meaning of
everything.” Beautiful!
You know as well as I do that it
wouldn’t be a writing of Francis’ if
he didn’t call us to action in some
way. He is asking that we all take
a step in caring a little bit more
for creation in our daily lives. In
caring more for creation,we are
caring more for each other and
ultimately for God.
Aside from his call to action, I
think Francis’ main goal was to try
to get us to think of things beyond
ourselves—to try to get us outside
of ourselves. Have we really
thought about how the poorest
of the poor are the ones really
affected by the changes in the
environment? Probably not, since
we don’t directly see it happening,
in most cases. Most often, we
forget about what we don’t see
directly in front of us—we forget
about the bigger picture. And in
turn, I think this is where we lose
some of the mystery of life.
Pope Francis is trying to help
us continue to keep the wonder
and mystery alive in our lives. It’s
through this wonder and mystery
that our hearts and minds are
continually drawn to the Lord.
■ Nagel is the executive assistant to the
bishop at the Diocese of Bismarck. Her
column on the words and actions of Pope
Francis appears bi-monthly in the DCA.

Test yourself!
Which of the following is not a sacrament of initiation?
A. Baptism
B. Holy Orders
C. Confirmation
D. Eucharist
What is the Hebrew name for the first five books of the Old
Testament?
A. Torah
B. Deuteronomy
C. Leviticus
D. Tanak
In the Old Testament, Jacob’s name is changed to what?
A. Abraham
B. Israel
C. Isaac
D. Esau
1. (B) Holy Orders; 2. (A) Torah; 3. (B) Israel

CATHOLIC TRIVIA

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN

The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection
of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing
the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage
anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward and let
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle,
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575.
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be
found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT

The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan
or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior. To enable
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is defined
for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing
effective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct
at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Consenting to the unconscionable
In recent years, scientists in
industry and academia have come
to rely on freshly obtained human
tissue specimens for certain types
of research and experimentation.
Sometimes these tissues and
organs can be obtained after
routine surgeries like gall bladder
removal from adults or foreskin
removal during the circumcision
of newborns. The use of such
tissues and organs can be morally
acceptable if the patient (or the
parents of the newborn) provides
informed consent. The use of
cells and tissues from fetuses
can also be morally acceptable
when those cells are obtained
from a natural miscarriage, and
the parents provide consent. This
would be equivalent to consenting
to an organ donation from their
deceased child.
Recently, however, a
phenomenon has come to light
that involves the partnering of
biomedical researchers with
abortionists for the purpose of
securing a reliable supply of
human tissues and organs. In
these cases, parental consent
(usually from the mother) may be
sought prior to using the aborted
child’s remains. Researchers
claim this consent is necessary to
enable the ethical use of the cells
or tissues. This procedural detail is
frequently described in the section
called “Materials and Methods”
found in scientific research papers,

as, for example, in this February
2015 article on brain research
in the journal Science: “Human
fetal brain tissue was obtained
from the [clinic], following
elective pregnancy termination
and informed written maternal
consents, and with approval of the
local University Hospital Ethical
Review Committees.”
Planned Parenthood, the
largest provider of abortions
in the United States, also seeks
maternal consent prior to
procuring fetal body parts from
direct abortions, as chronicled by
the Center for Medical Progress
in their bombshell 2015 video
exposé in which the sales of fetal
heart, lungs, brain and liver were
discussed and negotiated.
The strong public outcry
that followed these revelations
of harvesting fetal organs was
understandable on the one hand,
yet difficult to explain on the
other, since there hadn’t been a
parallel outcry when it came to the
more offensive act of terminating
the life of the unborn child itself.
As one commentator observed,
“Maybe it is not enough to be
outraged at abortion on its face
because, I don’t know, killing is
somehow worse if body parts are
sold.”
Despite this inconsistency, it
is nonetheless clear that the use
of tissues and organs from direct
abortions raises significant moral

concerns, even if the mother’s
signature may have been sought
and obtained.
Typically, when we serve as
a proxy for someone and give
consent on their behalf, we act
simply as their agent and provide
an affirmation of their original
wishes (“yes, he told me he
wanted to donate his kidneys”).
Alternatively, if we do not know
the wishes of the deceased
patient, we do our best to make a
reasonable decision based on the
specifics of their situation, using
a “best interest” standard (“based
on my friendship with him and
concern for him, I think he really
would have wanted to donate his
kidneys”). When we serve as a
proxy decision maker for a fetus,
an infant, or a deceased child
prior to the age of reason, it is
incumbent on us to make a “best
interest” decision on their behalf.
The assumption is that as we cared
for them in life, and had their best
interests in mind while they were
living, we can continue to exercise
that “best interest” decisionmaking capacity later when they
are deceased.
But if the mother of an aborted
child were to sign the dotted
line granting permission to
utilize fetal cells and organs, that
consent would necessarily be void,
because she would have already
categorically demonstrated
that she does not have the best

interests of her child in mind,
having arranged for the taking of
that child’s life. From the ethical
point of view, she has disqualified
herself from being able to give
valid informed consent on behalf
of her now-deceased child.
In the absence of proper
informed consent, taking organs
or tissues from the corpse would
represent a further violation
of the integrity of the child’s
body and constitute a failure
to respect the remains of the
dead. Thus, the tissues and
organs of the directly aborted
child should not be utilized for
research, transplantation or the
development of therapies, but
instead should be given a proper
and respectful burial. In the
final analysis, maternal consent
cannot provide moral clearance
for researchers to utilize fetal
remains from direct abortions in
their research. Such permission
from the mother is not, objectively
speaking, an authentic form of
consent but is rather a type of
“sham consent” that secures the
veneer of legitimacy for what is
ultimately an unconscionable
research practice.
■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA,
and serves as the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.

Guest Column
SR. JOANN KREBSBACH, OSB

“Lord, it is good for us to be here.” Mt. 17:4
By Sr. JoAnn Krebsbach, OSB
Annunciation Monastery
Editor’s note: In celebration
of the Year of Consecrated Life,
the following is a continuation of
a series of personal perspectives
from those living this holy life.
“It is good to be here!” Our
vocation director, Sr. Hannah
Vanorny, always smiles when I
end my vocation story with these
words. She’s grown to expect it
whenever she invites me to share
my story with discerners—and she
knows I mean it.
When I first felt the call to
become a sister, it was in response
to a desire to do something special
with my life. That “special thing”
was to join the Benedictine Sisters
of Annunciation Monastery. After
56 years, I still love being here
and am grateful God called me
and helped me along the way. It
doesn’t mean that life has always
been easy or that I never have
“down days” but, more often than
not, I have the sense that it’s good
to be here in this place seeking

God together with my Sisters.
What is it that gives me this
overwhelming sense of joy in
being here? First of all, I love our
prayer together. In our holy rule,
St. Benedict says, “Nothing is to
be preferred to the work of God.”
We take his advice to heart and
are faithful in giving ourselves
to the Liturgy of the Hours and
to Eucharist. Monastic prayer
follows the liturgical year and
includes a lot of singing—which St.
Augustine says is praying twice.
It definitely is for me. I love that
we not only sing the hymns, but
we always chant at least one or
two of the psalms at our morning
and evening prayer on weekdays
and sing all of them on Sundays
and feast days. Our prayer is our
first work; it is the prayer of the
Church, and we don’t easily miss
any of the hours. Our elderly
Sisters who, even in their last days
with us, are present at prayer until
they find it physically impossible,
continually inspire me.
Living in community is another

meaningful part of our life as
Benedictines. Besides praying
together, we work together,
eat together, recreate together,
and respect one another’s need
for times of silence for private
prayer and lectio. When I joined
Annunciation Monastery back
in 1959, I didn’t know much
about the Sisters except that I
admired them and wanted to be
like them. As we began learning
about monastic life, I was happy
to learn that Benedictines live
a community life, like a family!
Coming from a big family, I
found community life—sharing,
helping with chores, caring for one
another—was a great fit for me.
Perhaps the greatest test for
true community is hospitality. In
our rule, Benedict says, “All guests
who present themselves are to be
welcomed as Christ.” I learned
this at home, too. My mom and
dad didn’t name it Benedictine
hospitality, but they definitely
welcomed the stranger. There was

always room for one more at our
table. We didn’t have a lot, but we
gladly shared what we had.
I can’t name everything about
this life that I love, but it wouldn’t
seem right to close without
mentioning our service in the
Church. Besides being a prayerful
presence in the diocese, our
community has been committed
to education and healthcare. I was
privileged to serve in our ministry
of education for over 40 years. I
had the opportunity to teach on
all levels—grade school through
college—and gave my heart to each
student and each class, which was
always “the best class I ever had.”
I loved my students and I loved
teaching, watching my students
grow and learning from them as
they learned from me.
All in all, I am grateful that
God called me to Annunciation
Monastery. It is, indeed, good
to be here at this place, open to
receive you as our next guest.
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Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Examining facts in debate surrounding Planned Parenthood
Calls to defund Planned
Parenthood renewed after the
Center for Medical Progress
released a series of videos that
show Planned Parenthood staff
engaged in the collection and
distribution of tissue and organs
from aborted children. The center
claims that the videos show
Planned Parenthood engaged in
illegal activity, including the sale
of aborted body parts for profit.
Planned Parenthood claims that
its actions were not for profit, and
legal, and that defunding Planned
Parenthood will deny access to
women’s health and increase
abortions. When we examine
the facts, it becomes clear that
Planned Parenthood’s claims do
not justify continued funding with
our tax dollars.
PLANNED PARENTHOOD DOES
ABORTIONS, AND LOTS OF THEM.
Planned Parenthood claims
that only three percent of its
services are abortions. It arrives
at this figure by counting every
little service it provides, such as
a pregnancy test, a Pap test, and
tests for STDs. Suppose, therefore,
that a woman comes in for an
abortion and Planned Parenthood
first tests if she’s pregnant, tests
for STDs, conducts the abortion,
and hands her contraceptives
on the way out. By Planned
Parenthood’s figuring, only onefourth of the activities conducted
involved abortion. Rich Lowry of
the National Review noted that
with this reasoning, “Major League
Baseball teams could say that they
sell about 20 million hot dogs and
play 2,430 games in a season, so
baseball is only .012 percent of
what they do.”
THREE PERCENT IS A LOT AND IT IS
TOO MUCH?
Three percent of Planned
Parenthood’s business comes
to about 330,000 abortions a
year. That is 330,000 too many.

Any organization that does any
abortions should forfeit access to
taxpayer money.
PLANNED PARENTHOOD IS
ANTI-RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.
It is tempting to say that
Planned Parenthood is all about
abortion, but the truth is that the
organization has included hostility
toward religious freedom in its
activities. When North Dakota
voters considered a religious
freedom measure, Planned
Parenthood affiliates from around
the nation contributed $1.2 million
toward its defeat. They did this
despite the fact that Planned
Parenthood does not have a clinic
in the state, the measure had
nothing to do with “reproductive
rights,” and many Planned
Parenthood clinics operate in
states with similar laws with no
problems.
DON’T BELIEVE THE CLAIM
THAT ABORTIONS WILL GO UP IF
PLANNED PARENTHOOD LOSES
TAX FUNDING OR CLOSES CLINICS.
This claim appeals to the
belief that greater access to
contraceptives would lead to
fewer unwanted pregnancies
and therefore fewer abortions.
The much-ignored problem with
this claim is that there exists
little or no empirical evidence to
support it. In fact, most studies
closely looking at the issue
have found that the opposite is
true. For example, states and
nations that fund and encourage
high contraception access have
higher rates and numbers of
abortions. States like North
Dakota that provide no funding for
contraception have lower abortion
rates.
PLANNED PARENTHOOD OFFERS
DISTRACTION DEFENSE.
Planned Parenthood claims
the videos were edited. Actually,
the unedited versions were
released at the same time. Planned

Parenthood claims that they were
secretly and illegally filmed. That
might be true, but it does not
change the substance of the videos.
Planned Parenthood claims that
the people behind the videos are
extremists. Once again, who made
the videos and what connections
they might have had to other
organizations is irrelevant. It does
not change the substance of the
videos.
IT DOES NOT MATTER
THAT IT IS LEGAL.
Perhaps the most used
distraction technique is the claim
that what Planned Parenthood
did is legal under federal law.
The Center for Medical Progress
alleges that the videos show
Planned Parenthood engaged in
the trafficking of fetal body parts
for a profit, something that is
illegal under federal law. The legal
system will have to determine
whether Planned Parenthood
violated federal laws. In the
meantime, we should not lose
sight of the fact that what Planned
Parenthood admits to doing is
unconscionable, even if legal.
IT IS ILLEGAL IN NORTH DAKOTA.
What Planned Parenthood
admits to doing would be a
felony if done in North Dakota.
Our Congressional delegation
should keep that in mind when
voting on whether to defund
Planned Parenthood. North
Dakotans have already said that
Planned Parenthood’s actions are
unacceptable.
POSSIBLE GOOD DOES NOT
MAKE IT RIGHT.
Planned Parenthood and its
defenders have resorted to the
consequentialist argument that
no matter how you feel about
abortion, what was shown in the
videos is actually good because it
may lead to cures. That is another
distraction technique and one that
relies on a flawed moral analysis. A

good outcome
cannot
justify an
evil act. The
intentional killing of human life
is evil and no amount of resulting
“good” can make the killing
morally acceptable.
TAX DOLLARS SUPPORT PLANNED
PARENTHOOD’S ABORTION
AGENDA.
Planned Parenthood likes to
point out that no federal dollars
pay for abortions. This is partly
true. Federal law prohibits the use
of federal funds to directly pay for
most abortions. Tax dollars can,
however, pay for abortions due
to rape, incest, or to save the life
of the mother. More importantly,
all money is somewhat fungible.
Tax dollars going to Planned
Parenthood help support its
agenda in other ways, an agenda
that includes abortions and antireligious freedom activity.
The mere fact that something is
legal does not mean that citizens
should have to disregard an
organization’s involvement in the
activity when it comes to deciding
whether to fund another activity
by the organization. In other
words, even if our tax dollars do
not directly pay for abortions,
Planned Parenthood’s provision
of abortion should exclude it from
receiving our tax dollars
Space does not permit
discussion of Planned
Parenthood’s never disavowed
racist and eugenic history. It
should be clear, even without
that information, that the time
has come to defund Planned
Parenthood and send it to the
trash heap of history.
■ Dodson serves as executive director of the
N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in
matters of public policy.

Guest Column

Natural changes will prove fruitful
By Tara Brooke
Director of Family Ministry
Change is in the air. Soon the
warm summer nights will fade
into cooler nights and the green
leaves will begin to change color.
Change sometimes seems
difficult and impossible to avoid,
but often helps us grow. This is
also true for me and the office
of Family Life at the Diocese of
Bismarck. I was content in my own
little world working from home
as the Respect Life and Natural
Family Planning coordinator. I
was enjoying working under one of
the greatest mentors I ever had in
Joyce McDowall who was leading
the office of Family Ministry.
Then one day, change presented
itself in my world, as Joyce
announced, to me, her plans
of retirement. What would this
mean? How could this be? It
became clear to me in discussions
with her and through prayer that

God was calling me to a change
of my own. Today, I write to you
humbly as the director of Family
Ministry. I thank God, daily, for
my predecessor who continues to
support me and cheer for me as I
go about this ministry.
Family Ministry is a little title
with a big and broad reach. One of
the main areas of focus is marriage
preparation. In the diocese, good
things continue to happen, and,
yes, change is in the air. We have,
for many years, required those
getting married in the Catholic
Church to attend a pre-marriage
seminar weekend, complete the
FOCCUS (or similar) inventory,
spend time going through the
results of the FOCCUS inventory,
and attend meetings with a priest.
While all of this is still required,
on Jan. 1, 2016, out of genuine
concern for the right formation of
conscience and the responsibilities
a couple accepts in married love,
the diocese will require a full

course of natural family planning
(NFP) in marriage preparation.
This is an exciting time in the
church when it comes to NFP.
Over the last seven years, my
husband and I have been part
of one of the teams for the premarriage seminars in our diocese.
One of the talks that we gave was
the testimonial about the benefits
of NFP in our marriage. When
we first began, the reviews were
dismal. People would ask, “Why
do we need to talk about this?” Or
they’d note, “NFP made the whole
weekend awkward.”
Seven years later, the reviews
are so encouraging. Now we hear,
“I want to know more about this!”
Or they tell us, “I wish you’d
explain this further.” In our world
today, many people are all about
the natural way of life. This hidden
“secret” the church has had for
years seems to be exploding all
over the place. There is a growing
trend among people seeking

TARA BROOKE

hormone-free
foods and
many of these
same people realize there is a way
to keep unnatural hormones out of
their bodies in various ways.
Through the office of Family
Ministry, we believe that it is
imperative that couples preparing
for marriage understand the full
meaning and purpose of marital
love in God’s plan and this
requirement will only help our
couples grow into a deeper marital
love.
If you have any questions, or if
you are already married and want
to receive the gift of taking part in
a full course of NFP, contact me at
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com or
call 204-7209 or Christie Collins,
the new Coordinator of Respect
Life and NFP, at ccollins@
bismarckdiocese.com or call
864-354-5046.
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Ag Attitudes
Toothaches and forgiveness:
God opens gates to heaven

JAMES ODERMANN

I had a toothache, something
not uncommon in today’s world
where sugary snacks are more
frequent than prayers. The pain
radiated across the bottom of my
jaw, up the side of my face nearly
(at least in my wild imagination)
causing the hair on my head to
curl.
Lots of people have toothaches.
This was my first real experience
with this type of pain. I almost
didn’t want to eat, causing my wife
to ask if I was sick.
“No, just a toothache,” I said.
Well, at the urging of my wife
(remember I am a man), I got
worked in for an appointment at
the dentist. I got temporary relief.
Two days later I was back at the
dentist and the core of the issue

was discovered and eventually
repaired.
But during this escapade, I
thought about eternity. As Catholic
Christians, the concepts of heaven
and hell are fundamental parts of
our belief.
This toothache brought me
front and center to consider
the mortality of my life on this
earth and the immortality of a
loving God. It is the words of
the Baltimore Catechism “…God
always was, is and will be …” that I
remember.
So, as I scouted crops, repaired
fences, checked livestock, cut and
baled hay and appreciated the
gifts of the land this summer, I
reflected on eternity. It was scary.
I imagined the pain of the

toothache lasting forever, never
letting up. Scary, but life without
God and love of God is more
unnerving. In fact, as I considered
the downside (hell) of eternity, I
could feel my stomach churn.
Two things are obvious: I am a
sinner and I am not a theologian.
The furthest I ever delved into
theology was the Baltimore
Catechism. The precepts of that
scared the dickens out of me—and
still do. Imagine something that
never ends, goes on and on with
no end in sight. What if I don’t
make the grade and don’t get to
heaven?
The Mass readings offer many
explanations of redemption. In
the end, I never will be worthy of
God and the Holy Trinity. I can,

as St. Paul noted in his letter to
the Ephesians, “…be imitators
of God, as beloved children, and
live in love, as Christ loved us and
handed himself over for us as a
sacrificial offering to God for a
fragrant aroma.”
This is a conscious choice I
need to make throughout life and
at the time of death. God knows.
God can—and will—forgive. I need
to humbly and penitently ask for
forgiveness to be accepted into the
blessing of eternal happiness.
I hope I am up to the task. Care
to join me?
■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on

the family farm in Billings County. They are
members of the Church of St. Patrick in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic celebrations
there as well as at the Churches of St. Bernard
(Belfield) and St. Mary (Medora).

Guest Column
JARAD WOLF

Sharing the gift of faith and all it teaches us
By Jarad Wolf
Diocesan Seminarian
After the first year of study at
the Pontifical North American
College in Rome, seminarians
spend the summer doing apostolic
work away from the United
States. This opportunity gives the
chance for a broader experience
of the Universal Church and Her
unceasing mission of spreading
the Gospel. In turn, it invaluably
aids the seminarian’s maturing
sense of his vocation and mission
as a priest.
For my summer assignment,
I spent time with the Catholic
Foreign Mission Society of
America in Korea, Japan, and
China. Also known as Maryknoll,
the society was founded in 1911
and its missionary work has
continued to the present day.
During the weeks I spent with
them, I had opportunities to
minister to the mentally disabled
in Korea, pray before the relics and
sites associated with the Korean
martyrs, learn more about the rich
history of the Churches in Asia,
and draw from the missionary
priests’ wealth of experience.
Though some fruits are visible
now, the richness of this time will
only be fully borne out in the years
ahead. Although I spent time in
Korea and Japan as well, I would
like to delve more deeply into
some of my experiences of the
Church in China.
The present situation in China
is certainly complicated. Among
the many issues, the Chinese
government is resistant to foreign
influences, and therefore, explicit
evangelization by foreigners is
illegal. This presents significant
challenges to American
missionaries, but the policy does
not stop Maryknoll from living

out its charism. Despite the many
obstacles, Maryknoll engages in
its missionary service by working
with the poor. One Maryknoll
priest, for example, has spent
about 30 years ministering in leper
colonies in China. This priest’s
advice for ministry in China:
Seek the poorest and the most
forgotten—power doesn’t know
what to do with that.
Missionary activity also
continues through the presence
of priests teaching on university
campuses in China. Though
they teach secular subjects at
secular institutions, the ministry
is essentially one of establishing
relationships with university
students. Such service has
tremendous power because
the building of relationships is
the proper context where the
witness of a fully Christian life
of faith can be shared in both
action and testimony. Although
the government policy in China
hinders the activity of the Church,
it cannot stop the attractive
power of grace present in the
lives of Christians there. This
power brought by their presence
is supported by the facts on the
ground. The Christian population
there is growing very quickly with
as many as 100 million Christians
in China today compared with
around 60 million just 10 years
ago.
I was able to share in this
ministry on a Chinese university
campus teaching at a summer
English program in Jilin City.
While there, I came to know the
students and their culture well.
The variety of these relationships
and the breadth of the exchanges
that took place over the course
of the program were inspiring
for me. It also gave me the

opportunity to share my faith with
the students. One example of such
an opportunity was explaining my
vocation to the priesthood when
the students asked me questions
pertaining to my studies and my
future. A common question about
my vocation was, “Do you have
a girlfriend?” It was a unique
experience to explain my vocation
in response to this question,
since the students had very little
background knowledge about
priests and what they do. In fact,
many were not familiar, at all, with
Christianity in general.
In contrast, our culture in the
West is deeply informed by the
Christian faith (the ways this
faith is being challenged today
notwithstanding) and this heritage

is a precious gift to us. However,
with familiarity comes the danger
of receiving this gift complacently,
taking for granted as ordinary the
gift of faith and all that it teaches
us. Being able to share the faith
with those who have only a vague
notion of the identity of Jesus
allowed me a deeper appreciation
for the extraordinary gifts of grace
given us as Catholics. The gift of
the priesthood, which I was able to
share with my students, is just one
of the many. For this grace, and
for each of the graces offered us by
God the Father in Jesus his Son, I
am very grateful.
■ Wolf, who grew up in Glen Ullin, is
returning to the Pontifical North American
College in Rome to continue his studies in
priestly formation at the Theology II level.

Family prayer workshop
Saturday, October 17, 2015
Parents are invited to
attend a workshop on
October 17 on learning to
pray as a family.

The event will be hosted at

Christ the King in Mandan
with time to be determined.
The presentation is based on the Nashville
Dominicans and shares examples, stories and
concrete application for beginners and those
experienced at practicing family prayer.
For questions or to register, contact

Katrina at 663-8842.
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A short video to be shown during
mass in each parish

September 26-27, 2015

Catholic
Charities

North Dakota

CatholicCharitiesND.org
Call us from anywhere in
north Dakota
1.800.450.4457

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price

FINANCIALLY STRONG
for 39 Consecutive Years

Help protect your family with
the A++, Superior financial strength
of the Knights of Columbus.

Aaron Mahlmann

Mike Vetter

Bismarck
(701) 222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

Minot
(701) 837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

from anywhere in the USA
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Call us 24/7
508-340-9370
www.proximotravel.com
855-842-8001
anthony@proximotravel.com
Carmela Manago
carmela@proximotravel.com
Executive Director

Pat Dolan
Don Willey
Bismarck
(701) 751-0522
don.willey@kofc.org

General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Frank Greff
Dickinson
(701) 483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE

DISABILITY INSURANCE

LONG-TERM CARE

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Celebration of Marriage
Anniversary Mass
with Bishop David Kagan

Saturday, October 3
Noon CT
Couples should arrive
at 10:30 a.m. if you would like to
get a photo with Bishop Kagan
Church of St. Mary’s
806 E. Broadway Ave., Bismarck, N.D.

Mass will be followed by a
luncheon in the Parish Center
Whether you have been married 1 week or 80 years,
come and join the celebration.
Each couple attending will receive an anniversary
certiﬁcate and your photo taken with the bishop.
Register by Sept. 28 to ensure
certiﬁcate of congratulations
Sponsored by:
and your photo with the bishop.
Diocese of Bismarck
To register, go to
Office of Family Ministry
bismarckdiocese.com/COM
ªzª§§£Èohiejhleojhq
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com
or call 701-204-7209.

Respect Life Sunday
Oct. 4th, 2015
Save the date
Come hear how you can be a pro-life Catholic every day! Since
DOOOLYHVPDWWHUZHIRFXVҕUVWO\RQWKHXQERUQZKRKDYHQRYRLFH
of their own, but also workers, the disabled, the imprisoned and
those on death row, those suffering from loss of a child or facing
end-of-life decisions, and all the vulnerable and victimized. Come
pray and learn, making an offering of your time for these brothers
and sisters of ours!

Check our website for details

www.bismarckdiocese.com/rls
Sponsored by:

Diocese of Bismarck
Office of Family Ministry

Contact Christie Collins
Respect Life and NFP Coordinator
864-354-5046 or
ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com.

