
By Sonia Mullally, DCA editor
Bishop David Kagan ordained 

four men to the permanent 
diaconate on Nov. 21 at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

Jim Baker, Lance Gartner, Tom 
Magnuson and Dan Tuhy were 
ordained and have each been 
assigned to their home parishes. 
Deacon Baker will assist Fr. Roger 
Synek at the Church of St. Anthony 
in New Town and Mandaree. 
Deacon Gartner will serve Fr. 
Jeffrey Zwack at the Church of 
the Sacred Heart in Glen Ullin 
and Church of St. Ann in Hebron. 
Deacon Magnuson will assist 
Fr. Fred Harvey at St. Therese, 
Church of the Little Flower in 
Minot. Deacon Tuhy will serve 
Fr. Darnis Selvanayakam at the 
Church of St. Joseph in Killdeer 
and Twin Buttes and Church of St. 
Paul in Halliday.

In his homily during the 
ordination ceremony, Bishop 
Kagan addressed the men by 
pointing toward the Gospel 
reading in which St. Luke recounts 

the Lord’s cleansing of the temple 
for its intended purpose. It is such 
a powerful time in our Lord’s 
life that it is included in each of 
the four Gospels, he noted. The 
disciples recount this moment 
with these words, “Zeal for His 
house consumes me. Let that be 
etched in your memories. Zeal for 
His house consumes me,” repeated 
Kagan to the men. “The house 
of the Lord is His holy Catholic 
Church. His people are the living 
temple that will stand as the 
beacon of faith, hope and charity 
in this world steeped, certainly in 
darkness and sin, but longing for 
truth which is true light—Christ. 
Have that same zeal for His holy 
Church, his people. The Lord has 
set an example that just as He 
himself has done, you also should 
do. And, by sacred ordination, I 
tell you as your bishop, you must 
do that.”

In the Diocese of Bismarck, 
men have been ordained to the 
permanent diaconate since 1981. 
Applicants to the program are 

typically between the ages of 30 
and 55 and come from a variety 
of professional and academic 
backgrounds. 

Permanent deacons 
traditionally assist at 
Eucharistic liturgies, 
perform baptisms, 
witness marriages, 
preside at funeral rites, 
teach the faith and 
perform other works of 
charity as a part of their 
ministry.

The Bismarck 
Diocese currently has 
79 deacons, most of 
whom are engaged 
in formally assigned 
active ministry.  Those 
deacons who are retired 
from assigned ministry 
often still generously 

perform ministry from time to 
time as requested. In addition, 
there are presently 16 men in the 
diaconate formation program at 
different levels.    

Deacon Dan Tuhy kneels before Bishop Kagan during the 
handing on of the Book of the Gospels during ordination 
ceremonies on Nov. 21. It is here that the Bishop places 
the book in each man’s hands and commissions him as a 
herald of Christ.

Years of Service
Bishop Hacker lays his hands on 
Deacon Bob Olson during ordination 
ceremonies in 1981…………PAGE 8
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Renovation at Mandan’s 
St. Joseph  
Father Campbell stands amidst
the construction at St. Joseph School 
and daycare. ........................... PAGE 10

Four men ordained permanent deacons

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop David Kagan directly addresses the four men kneeling before him. The four ordained to the diaconate on Nov. 21 at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck are (left to right): 
Dan Tuhy, Tom Magnuson, Lance Gartner, and Jim Baker.
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With the coming of the 
New Year of 2015, I wish 
to offer all of you my 

best wishes and fervent prayers 
for a holy and peace-fi lled time. 
Of course, there is no better way 
to begin a new calendar than by 
celebrating the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God on January 1. It is 
Our Blessed Lady, the Mother of 
God and Mother of the Church, of 
all of the faithful, who continues 
to show us the face of her Divine 
Son. She is the model for us of 
true discipleship. She has what we 
should be living in faith and hope 
to have, that is, heaven. She is the 
one to whom we can always turn 
for help in every circumstance 
of our lives. As I said, there is 
no better way to begin a new 
calendar year than by celebrating 
and dedicating it to Our Blessed 

Mother. Please make certain you 
participate at Mass on New Year’s 
Day.

This year of 2015 will be most 
important for all of us. In the 
Diocese of Bismarck, we will be 
working very hard to increase all 
of our efforts to make better the 
preparation we offer our couples 
who are planning to be married, 
as well as increasing what we 
do to support all of you who are 
married and striving to live this 
singularly wonderful vocation 
of life. I have announced to all 
of our priests that, as of January 
1, 2016, I am requiring for all 
couples being prepared for the 
sacrament of matrimony in the 
Diocese of Bismarck, a complete 
course in natural family planning 
(NFP), as a necessary part of the 
preparation we give to them. As 
the year progresses, there will be 
more information about the details 
of this requirement so I ask you to 
watch for them in the DCA as well 
as your parish bulletins.

In October, the Ordinary 
Synod of Bishops will meet to 
continue and complete the work 
accomplished in October 2014 
by the Extra-Ordinary Synod 
concerning the family and the new 
evangelization. In our diocese, 
I ask you to make a special 
commitment to daily prayer fi rst, 
for yourselves, and then for all 
of our newly married couples, 
our families, for all who have 
experienced the heartbreak of civil 
divorce and are striving to live a 
faithful, sacramental Catholic life 
alone, for those who have been 

divorced and remarried civilly 
that they will seek to rectify their 
irregular status with the help of 
the Church, and for all of our 
holy widows and widowers who 
stand as true signs of hope in the 
resurrection for all of us. Another 
very good way to support true 
marriage and family life is to plan 
to attend the World Meeting of 
Families this coming September 
in Philadelphia. The diocese is 
organizing a pilgrimage; and I 
know it will be a great time of 
grace.

If your parish is planning a 
mission, please plan to attend 
and participate as a family if you 
are able. The spiritual strength 
and graces, which come from a 
parish mission, are abundant and 
enduring. If your parish is having 
adult faith formation meetings, 
try to attend them, as I am certain 
these are of great benefi t in 
helping you understand better our 
Church’s teachings and practices. 
Above all, please be faithful to 
Mass and regular confession if you 
are able to receive them. If your 
present situation does not permit 
you to receive the sacraments, 
pray for patience and perseverance 
and continue to work to correct 
your circumstances so that you can 
receive again the sacraments.

In sum, let each of us make this 
next year of 2015 a time of real 
and substantial growth in holiness 
by our daily commitment to prayer 
and to setting a good example for 
others. Have a most Happy and 
Holy New Year!

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese 
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them 
with your friends.

Jan. 1 • Mass for Solemnity of Mary, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 10:00 a.m. 

Jan. 3-9 • Region VIII Bishop’s Retreat 

Jan. 13 • Catholic Charities 
General Board Meeting, 
Teleconference, 12:30 p.m.   

Jan. 15 • NDSU Newman Center 
Fundraiser Social and 
Banquet, Bismarck Municipal                                 
Country Club, 6:00 p.m. 

Jan. 17 • Mass and Consecration of 
Church of St. Wenceslaus, 
Dickinson, 4:00 p.m. (MST)

Jan. 20 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9:00 a.m.

 • Mass for March for Life 
Pilgrims, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 1:00 
p.m.

Jan. 22 • Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, 
Right to Life Mass, Church of 
St. Mary, Bismarck, 7:00 p.m.   

Jan. 25 • Confi rmation Mass at Church 
of Queen of Peace, Dickinson, 
10:00 a.m. (MST) 

Jan. 26 • Mass for Catholic Schools 
Week, Bishop Ryan Catholic 
School, Minot, 10:15 a.m.

Jan. 29 • Mass for Catholic Schools 
Week, Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 9:00 a.m.

 • Mass for ND Catholic 
Conference, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 5:00 
p.m.

 • Legislative Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

Jan. 30 • Mass for Catholic Schools 
Week, Church of Queen of 
Peace, Dickinson, 9:15 a.m. 
(MST)   

Like Comment Share

Bishop Kagan spoke to a group of new priests at their semi-annual gathering in late 
November. The diocese, under the direction of Msgr. Patrick Schumacher, director of 
continuing education for clergy, welcomed the new priests to Bismarck for a two-day 
workshop. Newly ordained or recently assigned priests attend three years of workshops, 
which include priestly fraternity, speakers on various topics, holy hour and Mass with Bishop 
Kagan in his private chapel. Attendees included: Fathers Adam Maus, Biju Anthony, Patrick 
Cunningham, Joseph Evinger, Thomas Grafsgaard, Jared Johnson, Corey Nelson, Rajendran 
Anandan, Robert Shea, Sebastian Stephen, Teji John Thanippilly, Stephen Folorunso, Jadyn 
Nelson, Raphael Obotama, Nick Schneider, Kregg Hochhalter, Tomy Raphel.

Photo shows the progress of the extensive renovation project at St. 
Wenceslaus parish in Dickinson. In the coming weeks the project will 
come to a close, with a re-dedication Mass with Bishop Kagan and Msgr. 
Schumacher slated for January 17.



JANUARY 2015  Dakota Catholic Action | 3

By Sonia Mullally, DCA editor
From a tall tower, high atop 

a hill in the middle of nowhere 
on a small piece of pasture 
land northeast of Williston, the 
message of Jesus Christ is being 
broadcast to listeners in oil 
country.

On Dec. 12, the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Real 
Presence Radio went live on FM 
104.1 KZTW Tioga/Williston 
broadcasting the holy Mass at 
100,000-watts across the oil patch 
of North Dakota. This signal will 
be used to replace the translator 
FM 89.1 that offered a very poor 
signal to the area.  

The Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe was the original 
founding day of Real Presence 
Radio in 1999 and has been a 
special day of blessing for the 
apostolate on many occasions. 
It’s certainly a special day for 
this launch, which was no easy 
feat. But, thanks to a group of 
faithful stewards, it is now a 
reality.“This was a group effort 
by all the priests in the deanery,” 
said Fr. Russell Kovash, pastor of 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Williston.  “They all had a part in 
the fundraising that made this a 
success.”

Kovash explained that it began 
over two years ago when he 
arrived at St. Joseph’s and recalled 
the beautiful results that Catholic 
radio had been producing in his 
hometown of Dickinson. He knew 
the message was reaching this 
area, but the signal was very weak 
and most people couldn’t fi nd it.

This prompted him to contact 
Real Presence executive director 
Steve Splonskowski and board 
member Ed Schmitz to fi nd out 
the options available.“We explored 
the idea, but didn’t fi nd the 
population base to support and 
sustain both the construction and 
maintenance of a station in this 
area,” Splonskowski said. “But 
when we talked to Father Kovash, 
he told us that he was up to the 
challenge of ‘doing something 
crazy for the Lord’.”

The somewhat crazy options 
were to either apply to the FCC 
for a new license or to buy the 
signal from an existing station. 
Both were huge hurdles, but 
they decided to pursue the latter. 
So, Real Presence personnel 
contacted every radio station in 
the northwest part of the state 
to see if any would sell their 
signal. At the time, nothing was 
available. Then, in June of 2013, 
an FM signal became available for 
purchase.“That’s when the priests 
met and I told them that we have 
an opportunity like never before, 
but we have some work to do,” 
Kovash said. “We were told that 
we’d have to raise about $700,000 

for the signal, equipment and 
tower.”

What may sound like a crazy 
amount of money to most people 
was simply a matter of faith for 
this group. “Every milestone we 
put in front of Father Kovash 
and the other priests was met,” 
Splonskowski said. “By the end, 
our board was so impressed 
by how this group had proven 
themselves time and again that 
they told us to do anything they 
asked of us.”

The next challenge was to fi nd 
land to erect the 455 ft. tower 
to broadcast KZTW, in a place 
where available land is rare. To 
say land is at a premium in this 
area of rapid oil development is 
a gross understatement.“There 
were a lot of people really excited 
about having a Catholic radio 
presence in this area so we went 
to work contacting everyone 
we could think of who owned 
land, especially among our 
parishioners,” explained Kovash.

It took some time and effort, 
but fi nally someone came forward. 
“He’s a practicing Catholic,” 
Kovash noted.  “He told us that 
he felt the Lord was calling him to 
evangelize in this way.”

Kovash said that even though 
it was a great deal of effort by 

a great number of people; the 
ultimate catalyst in this mission 
was divine in nature. “The Lord’s 
hand in all of this has been quite 
extraordinary,” he said. “The way 
all the pieces fell into place, every 
hurdle just melted away.”

The next hurdle will be to fi nd 
a sustainable supply of funds to 
support the station each month 
and to spread the word. Once 
again, the priests in this area have 
instilled faith in the staff and 
board of directors at Real Presence 
that the money will be there. 
They’ve also launched a billboard 
campaign that will last three years 
in order to advertise the new 
stronger signal spreading the word 
of God to listeners in oil country.

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

The ultimate catalyst 
in this mission was 
divine in nature. 
“The Lord’s hand 
in all of this 
has been quite 
extraordinary,”

- Fr. Russell Kovash

Real Presence Radio will hold 
its annual fundraising banquets in 
Fargo and Bismarck in February. 
Both banquets will feature Tim 
Staples, Director of Apologetics 
and Evangelization at Catholic 
Answers. Staples will share his 
personal conversion story. 

The Fargo banquet will be held 
Thursday, Feb. 19 at the Ramada 
Plaza Suites and the Bismarck 
banquet will be held Friday, Feb. 
20 at the Best Western Ramkota 
located at 800 S. 3rd Street.

Staples was raised Southern 
Baptist and later joined 
Assemblies of God communities. 
In 1988, Staples converted to the 
Catholic faith.  He entered the 
seminary to pursue the priesthood. 
In 1994, he left the seminary to 
work in Catholic apologetics and 
evangelization.

Staples is looking forward to 
returning to North Dakota to 
speak. He hopes that by sharing 
his personal conversion story 
with banquet attendees, they will 
be encouraged in their faith and 
leave challenged to explore it more 
deeply.

“There is no end to the depths 
of the riches of the ‘deposit of 
faith’ we have received. I want 

each person present to look 
forward to diving deeper into the 
faith with a sense of excitement 
knowing there is so much more 
waiting to be discovered,” Staples 
said.

Real Presence Radio is seeking 
sponsors for the banquet. 
Sponsorship levels are $250, $500 
or $1,000. Supporters of Real 
Presence Radio also can be table 
hosts. Table hosts invite eight to 
10 guests to join them at their 
tables. Banquet attendees also 
may come as guests. Guests are 
asked to call the Real Presence 
offi ce at 877-795-0122 to RSVP.

Submitted information

Sending out a stronger signal
Real Presence Radio increases presence in the Bakken 

Real Presence Radio banquet 
in Bismarck Feb. 20

Tim Staples, Director of Apologetics and 
Evangelization at Catholic Answers

Submitted photo
Fr. Kovash, pastor at Church of St. Joseph in Williston, fl ipped the switch on the transmitter 
at the tower site for Real Presence Radio Tioga-Williston at 104.1 FM. Real Presence Radio 
began broadcasting via a new, stronger signal on Dec. 12. Kovash and the priests in the 
deanery worked diligently to raise funds for the new signal, tower and equipment.
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CANTERBURY PILGRIMAGES & TOURS RESERVATION CONTRACT
Event: World Meeting of Families 2015 / Dates: September 22-27, 2015 / Code: DIOCESE OF BISMARK

Please print: Name(s) (as it appears on passport(s) or Valid Travel ID: 
1. (F)___________________________(M)__________________________(L)_________________________

Passport expiration Date: ____________  Date of Birth :___________ Male ____ Female ____ (required by TSA)  
2. (F)___________________________(M)__________________________(L)_________________________

Passport expiration Date: ____________  Date of Birth :___________ Male ____ Female ____ (required by TSA) 

Address (mailing):
St:_____________________________ Cty:____________________State: ____ Zip: _________ 
Phone (H) _____ _____ ________ O)_____ _____ _________ (C):_____ _____ ________ 

Emergency contact, Name: _______________________ Phone: __________________________ 
Your EMAIL:__________________________________________________________________ 

Accommodations - check one: Single: ___ Double: (1) Bed ___ (2) Beds ___ Triple: ___ 
Willing to room with someone: Yes:______ No: ______ 
Special Arrangements:___________________________________________________________ 

How would you prefer your name tag to read: 
1) ___________________________________2)______________________________________ 

Optional Travel Insurance (highly Recommended):
Up to age of 17  $0 /Age 18-30 $70 / Age 31-59  $105 / Age 60-70  $150 / Age 71-75  $190 / Age 76-79 $230 / Age 80 + $315
Are you are interested in Purchasing the Travel Insurance: Yes ______ No ______ 
If you checked Yes, please add the cost to your deposit amount.

To confirm this reservation a $450.00 deposit per person is due. Canterbury Pilgrimages accepts payment by check / 
credit card. Make checks payable to: Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc., 166 South River Rd, Bedford, N.H. 03110. 
Phone to make a credit card payment. 

I have read and understand the Pilgrimage Conditions below and look forward to traveling with Canterbury Pilgrimages. 

Signature __________________________________________ Date _____________________ 
Signature __________________________________________ Date _____________________ 

Enrollment & payment for pilgrimage constitutes your acceptance of the terms & conditions of this agreement. If 
either passenger is a minor under 18years of age this form must be signed by his/her guardian 

Guardians Signature __________________________________ Date _____________________

“Love is our mission; the family fully alive”

Tuesday, Sept. 22: 
Our World Meeting of 
Families Pilgrimage 
begins as we depart 
BISMARCK, ND Airport 
for Philadelphia. Upon 
arrival, we will join in 
Evening Mass, followed 
by our hotel check-in.

Wednesday, Sept. 23: Today we 
will participate in some of the World 
Meeting of Families (WMF) events. Time 
permitting, we will visit the St. John 
Neumann National Shrine and the St. 
Katherine Drexel Shrine, located on the 
historic grounds of the Motherhouse of 
the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament.

Thursday, Sept. 24: Today we will 
participate in WMF events. If time allows, 
we will take a guided tour of historic 
Philadelphia, visiting key places where 
the history of our nation was decided. 
After dinner, return to the hotel.

Friday, Sept. 25: After breakfast 
we will join other pilgrims in WMF 
events, including the afternoon closing 
ceremony. Afternoon sightseeing in the 
Philadelphia area.

Saturday, Sept. 26: 
This morning, we will 
join in the Festival of 
Family events, including 
the anticipated 
afternoon welcoming 
ceremony for Pope 
Francis (pending 
Vatican confi rmation).

Sunday, Sept. 27: 
This morning, we will join other pilgrims 
from around the world in the closing 
Papal Mass for the Festival of Families. 
Afternoon departure for home.

for further information, call: 800-653-0017
Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc.

www.canterburytours.com / canterbury.tours@live.com
166 South River Rd. Suite 110, Bedford, NH 03110  

Per person cost:
$1595 (double occupancy)

Not included in the cost are the following:
WMF Conference Registration Fee

Anything not listed above

World Meeting of Families Package Includes

† Round-trip Airfare from BISMARCK, ND Airport 
(including airport taxes & fuel surcharges, subject to change)

† Hotel for 5 nights at the Fairfi eld Inn, Exton, PA (or similar) † Breakfast daily at the hotel
† 2 Dinners at Restaurants in Philadelphia area † Luxury Motor Coach Transportation
† Assistance of a Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours Representative while in Philadelphia

† Sight-seeing in Historic Philadelphia as well as visits to the various Shrines
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Pope Francis recently issued a letter for the 
Year of Consecrated Life, which began Nov. 30. 
In his message, the Pope detailed the mission 
of this special year to honor the men and 
women of the faith who have dedicated their 
lives to serving the Lord. He is speaking to the 
men and women living the consecrated life, 
and to the Catholic faithful of the world. His 
words are summarized below. 

Namely, the Pope outlined the aims of the 
special year to look to the past with gratitude, 
to live in the present with passion, and to 
embrace the future with hope. He spoke to the 
consecrated as one among them 
who shares in their mission to 
“follow Jesus by fully embracing 
the Gospel and serving the 
Church...” 

In looking to the past with 
gratitude, he stated in his 
letter, “Recounting our history 
is essential for preserving our 
identity, for strengthening our 
unity as a family and our common 
sense of belonging. More than 
an exercise in archaeology or the 
cultivation of more nostalgia, it 
calls for following in the footsteps 
of past generations in order to 
grasp the high ideals, and the 
vision and values which inspired 
them, beginning with the founders 
and foundresses and the fi rst 
communities.” 

In calling us to live in the 
present with passion he writes, 
“Grateful remembrance of the past 
leads us, as we listen attentively to 
what the Holy Spirit is saying to 
the Church today, to implement 
ever more fully the essential aspects of our 
consecrated life.” 

Pope Francis calls upon the men and women 
living in consecrated life whether the Gospel 
serves to challenge them, whether it is a 
“manual” for our daily living and the decisions. 
It’s not enough to simply read or meditate 
upon the Gospel; we are called upon to practice 
it. 

In calling the faithful to embrace the future 
with hope, the Holy Father acknowledges the 
challenges facing those living the consecrated 
life such as decreasing vocations and aging 
members; economic problems from the global 
fi nancial crisis; issues of internationalization 
and globalization; and a sense of isolation and 
social irrelevance. But he goes on to say that 
these very challenges and uncertainties unite 
those living the consecrated life to remain 
faithful and hopeful in God’s promises to 

sustain them. 
He reminds those living this life to not 

give in to the “doom and gloom” attitude that 
proclaims the end of our meaninglessness 
of the consecrated life in the Church. “Let us 
constantly set out anew, with trust in the Lord,” 
he proclaims. 

Pope Francis especially wanted his words 
to reach the young, our future leaders in the 
life, formation, service and mission of your 
communities. He specifi cally calls upon them 
to engage with the older generations to both 
learn from the past and pass along inspiration 

for the future in return. Such encounters 
“become a regular means of fostering 
communion, mutual support, and unity,” he 
writes. 

In his letter, the Pope also outlined fi ve 
expectations for the Year of Consecrated Life. 
The fi rst is to fi nd, not just plain old joy, but to 
discover “perfect joy.” He goes on to explain, 
“For it is here that we learn to recognize the 
face of Christ, who became like us in all things, 
and to rejoice in the knowledge that we are 
being conformed to him who, out of love of us, 
did not refuse the sufferings of the cross.” 

Another expectation is for the faithful to 
“wake up the world.” Find alternate places, 
where it might not be expected, where the 
Gospel can proclaim the truth and power of 
Jesus’ words. 

The third was all for consecrated persons 
to become “experts in communion.” 

This means to bring people together by 
relating to and engaging people of different 
cultures, with different ideals. By inviting 
others out of isolation, opens the true 
communion constantly open to encounter, 
listen and dialogue with and to each other 
thus discouraging a tendency toward self-
absorption. 

In the fourth expectation of this year, the 
Pope is calling upon religious men and women 
to go into the world and reach out to the lost 
and forsaken. He explains, “You will fi nd life by 
giving life, hope by giving hope, love by giving 

love. 
Lastly, in his fi fth 

expectation for the 
year, he asks each 
form of consecrated 
life to ask themselves 
what God and 
the people of the 
world are asking of 
them. Through this 
questioning, the Year 
of Consecrated Life 
can become a year of 
transformation. 

Next, the Pope 
outlines fi ve points 
on the horizons of 
the designated year. 
Here, he speaks 
to not only the 
consecrated, but 
to the laity who, in 
many ways, shares 
the same spirit 
and mission. Here 
he asks the entire 
Church to recognize 

the importance of consecrated men and 
women. He encourages open dialogue among 
those with different ideas and across different 
beliefs.  

Lastly in his letter, Pope Francis addresses 
his fellow bishops to appreciate religious men 
and women as “a gift to the Church.” He writes 
that these church leaders pay special attention 
to the needs of the consecrated. “Above all, 
do this by instructing the People of God in the 
value of consecrated life, so that its beauty and 
holiness may shine forth in the Church,” he 
explains.  

Be sure to watch for more details as this 
special year of the Church continues. Go to 
this link to read the Pope’s letter in its entirety: 
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-issues-
letter-for-year-of-consecrated-life.   

Pope Francis declares 2015 Year of Consecrated Life

Prayer for the Year of 
Consecrated Life

© 2014, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Logo courtesy of National Religious Vocation 
Conference. Used with permission. 

SECRETARIAT OF

CLERGY, CONSECRATED LIFE AND VOCATIONS

www.usccb.org/cclv  •  www.usccb.org

O God, throughout the ages you have called 
women and men to pursue lives of perfect 
charity through the evangelical counsels of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience. During this 
Year of Consecrated Life, we give you thanks 
for these courageous witnesses of Faith and 
models of inspiration. Their pursuit of holy 
lives teaches us to make a more perfect offer-
ing of ourselves to you. Continue to enrich 
your Church by calling forth sons and daugh-
ters who, having found the pearl of great 
price, treasure the Kingdom of Heaven above 
all things. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

2015 Year of Consecrated Life
WAKE UP THE WORLD !

Prayer for the 

YEAR OF 
CONSECRATED 

LIFE

Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade rosary and walk begins at 
6:30 p.m. at St. Alexius Medical Center with 

            4th Degree Knights of Columbus. 
          Mass with Bishop Kagan at Church of

              St. Mary beginning at 7 p.m. 
                     Coffee and cookies provided afterwards, 
                         sponsored by Knights of Columbus.

Walk and Mass for LifeWalk and Mass for Life  
Thursday, January 22Thursday, January 22
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By Joyce McDowall, director
Offi  ce of Family Ministry

Each year since 2007, the 
Diocese of Bismarck has offered 
Retrouvaille. This very intense 
weekend is designed to help 
struggling marriages. The kind 
where one or the other has fi nally 
decided, “ok, this is it…I am out of 
here.” 

Marriages don’t begin with the 
thought of divorce in mind. We 
all have the hopes and dreams 
that ours will be different. We will 
make it through the diffi culties 
and still have the romance and 
love we had when we said, “I do.” 

But somewhere along the way, 
life and hurts happen. More and 
more arguments occur; less and 

less forgiveness, and quite soon 
we no longer know the person 
we married. We sometimes only 
know that person as the one who 
says cruel and nasty things. That 
person is the one who doesn’t care 
how I feel and only interested in 
his or her own needs. 

If this is describing your 
marriage, come to Retrouvaille. 
It can be a new beginning. The 
word itself, Retrouvaille means 
to rediscover. Couples have 
rediscovered that person they 
once fell in love with because they 
have taken the time and learned 
the positive tools to rebuild and 
rediscover that love hidden deep 
in their pain.  

Following the weekend, 
there are six aftercare sessions 

to continue the 
reinforcement of positive 
techniques started on 
the weekend. Your 
marriage didn’t collapse 
in one weekend so it takes 
continued growth to repair 
the damage and make 
you whole again. In some 
cases, it becomes stronger 
than you were when you 
fi rst started that forever 
journey. 

Consider attending  
Retrouvaille. Give your 
marriage the gift of 
rediscovery.

A gift to heal your marriage

  

 

■ Marriage Encounter Jan. 9-11 in 
Bismarck
Start the new year out right – spend 
some quality time renewing your 
marriage. The next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekends are 
January 9-11 in Bismarck and Febru-
ary 20-22 in Fargo. Early registration 
is highly recommended.  For more 
information visit: ndwwme.org or 
contact Rob and Angie at Applica-
tions@ndwwme.org or 701-347-1998.

■ Polka Mass is Jan. 17
Bismarck’s St. Mary’s Parish will be 
having a polka Mass on Saturday, Jan. 
17 at 4:30 p.m. They are also hosting 
a borscht and knoephla soup fund-
raising event from 5 to 7 p.m. Kuchen 
and pumpkin blachinda will also be 
served. Cost is $6 for adults; $3 for 
children (ages 6-10).

■ Walk and Mass for Life events on 
Jan. 22
Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade rosary 
and walk will be held Thursday, Jan. 
22 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Alexius Medical 
Center with 4th Degree Knights of 
Columbus. Mass with Bishop Kagan 
at Church of St. Mary beginning at 
7 p.m. Coff ee and cookies provided 
afterwards, sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus.

■ German style Mardi Gras on Feb. 15
St. Lawrence parish in Flasher will 
be celebrating their “Mardi Gras” 
German style on Sunday, Feb. 15 at 
the Highway 21 Club in Flasher. Mass 
will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. The 
meal will be served beginning at 
11:00 a.m. The German style meal will 
consist of: creamed chicken, German 
sausage, kase nip (cheese buttons), 
kraut nip, German potato salad, cole-
slaw, kuchen, and blachinda. Other 
events include a silent auction, bingo, 
children’s games, and raffl  e drawing. 

■ REBOOT LIVE! is April 1
Join the fun at the Linton High 
School gymnasium on April 1 at 7 
p.m. for REBOOT LIVE! The event is 

an inspiring and practical experience 
of applying the beauty and genius 
of the core of the Gospel to every 
aspect of life. Listen to internation-
ally renowned speaker and author 
Chris Stefanick and special musical 
guest Jon Niven. From prayer and 
spirituality, to work, dating, marriage, 
parenting, health and more. Tickets 
are $19. Daycare will be provided for 
those who sign up in advance at the 
parish offi  ce. For more information or 
to purchase a ticket, go to www.real-
lifecatholic.com/REBOOT or contact 
the host parish St. Anthony in Linton 
at 701-254-4588. Event co-sponsor 
parishes are: St. Katherine, Braddock; 
St. Mary, Hague; St. Michel, rural 
Linton; St. Paul, Hazelton; Sts. Peter 
and Paul, Strasburg; and St. Philip 
Neri, Napoleon. Advance tickets are 
available at local parishes.

 
EVENT SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Ac-
tion is published monthly except for 
July.  Material deadline is noon the 
fi rst Friday of the month for the fol-
lowing months’ publication (ex:  fi rst 
Friday in January for the February 
issue of the DCA).  Recurring or ongo-
ing events must be submitted each 
time they occur to be included.

ACCEPTED MATERIAL:  Brief notices 
of upcoming events hosted by dioc-
esan parishes and institutions.  Items 
are published on a space available 
basis.

SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be 
listed individually and include:
• Time and date of event
• Full event description including 

related times
• Complete address of event venue 
• Contact information of individual

responsible for submitted material

E-MAIL: info@bismarckdiocese.com
MAIL:  DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137, 
 Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

UPCOMING EVENTS

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health 

and protection of our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. With the hope of healing the pain and suff ering from 
sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone 
who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward 
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please 
contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 
1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 
1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be found 
on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , 

whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held 
accountable for their behavior.  To enable the highest level 
of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code 
of Pastoral Conduct is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck 
and it provides a foundation for implementing eff ective and 
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of 
Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for January:

• Universal: Peace 
That those from diverse religious traditions and all 
people of good will may work together for peace. 

• Evangelization: Consecrated life 
That in this year dedicated to consecrated life, religious 
men and women may rediscover the joy of following 
Christ and strive to serve the poor with zeal.

Submitted photo
Grotto for Blessed Mary
Fr. Raj Anandan recently dedicated a grotto at Sherwood Union Cemetery for the Church 
of St. James. The grotto was designed and built by Chad Driscoll who spent almost two 
months constructing it. The structure is concrete with white and gray marble tiles inside. 
The outside is tiled with polished stone.  The grotto shelters a life-size statue of Our 
Mother Mary.

Retrouvaille
marriage program
coming to Bismarck

January 23-25, 2015

Contact Joyce McDowall
for more information

1-877-405-7435
or

jmcdowall@bismarckdiocese.com
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It’s a breakfast affair!
 Come join the fun. Wear your favorite hat.
        Invite your favorite group.
Have an intergenerational breakfast with the best—
you, your mom, daughter, goddaughter, granddaughter,
grandmother, sister or good friends. Join the fun with
great food, great company and an inspiring speaker.

$15 per person, adult & children. Limited seating, must pre-register by Feb. 9, 2015.
Register online at bismarckdiocese.com or fill out the registration form below.

Call Bev at 701-204-7185 (or 1-877-405-7435 toll-free) for additional information. 

Mother-Daughter Celebration Registration
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________  Phone:__________________________

Number attending:____________      Amount enclosed: $____________

Make check payable to: Diocese of Bismarck and send to:
Office of Family Ministry, Diocese of Bismarck,
PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137. 

Maura Byrne was born and raised in northern New Jersey, where she 
graduated from Seton Hall University. After college she worked for Varsity 
Catholic, which is a subdivision of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students). In 2009, God etched in her heart the desire to one day launch a 
ministry for women called Made in His Image. In September 2011 Maura 
launched Made in His Image, a non-profit that helps women recovering from 
eating disorders, abuse and educates women on their dignity.

Maura has an immense yearning to inspire others to choose to see beauty in 
their suffering and in the ambiguity of life. It is her desire to use her story, to foster hope and healing in 
the lives of all she encounters. Maura is dedicated to educating women about their inherent dignity as 
daughters of God, created in His image and likeness and the love of God the Father. For more on Maura 
go to www.madeinhisimage.org .

Pope Francis has named 2015 the Year for Marriage. Come and listen to Maura share how finding our 
inherent dignity supports marriage and family.

For office use only
Check # ________________
Amount $ ______________

Sponsored by the Diocese of Bismarck Offi ce of Family Ministry, Joyce McDowall, director
Phone: 701-204-7209 (1-877-405-7435 toll-free) • Fax: 701-222-0269

BISMARCK, ND — Prolifi c author and 
popular speaker, 
Dr. Lyle Dorsett, is 
the guest speaker at 
University of Mary’s 
37th annual Prayer 
Day, Thursday, Feb. 
5 at 11 a.m., in the 
McDowell Activity 
Center.  

Dorsett, 
currently the Billy 
Graham Professor 
of Evangelism at the esteemed 
interdenominational Beeson Divinity 
School, Samford University (Birmingham, 
AL), will provide messages of “Prayer and 
Evangelization.”   

“Dr. Dorsett, master preacher and 
teacher, knows both the dynamic role 
of evangelization in Christian history 
and the secular city’s desperate need for 
good news today,” said Dr. Peter Huff, 
incoming director of Campus Ministry and 
professor of theology at the University of 
Mary. “Just as Pope Francis has rekindled 
interest in the missionary joy at the heart 
of the gospel, Dr. Dorsett’s timely message 
will encourage us to see how prayer 
and evangelization speak to the deepest 
questions of our age.” 

Dorsett has published over a dozen 
books, including biographies of urban 
evangelist Dwight L. Moody and writer 
Joy Davidman, C. S. Lewis’ wife. His 
most recent book is the highly acclaimed 
Serving God and Country: U.S. Military 
Chaplains of World War II.   

Dorsett was previously the director 
of Wheaton College’s Marion E. Wade 
Center, the premier archival institute 
dedicated to the study of G. K. 
Chesterton, C. S. Lewis, and J. R. R. 
Tolkien. He is an ordained Anglican 
minister, rector of Christ the King 
Anglican Church in Birmingham.  

Preregistration is available online 
at www.umary.edu/prayerday or by 
calling 701- 355-8102 or 800-408-6279, 
ext. 8102. On-site registration for his 
presentation starts at 10 a.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 5. The event continues with a book 
signing and lunch at noon, an afternoon 
address at 1 p.m. and a Eucharistic Liturgy 
at 2:15 p.m., with Bishop David Kagan 
presiding. The cost for the day, including 
lunch, is $10. 

Submitted information

University of Mary’s Annual 
Prayer Day event is Feb. 5

Dr. Lyle Dorsett

Staff  PhotosPowerful message
Drivers in major cities across the western part of the state may have noticed a series of pro-life billboards lining the streets. An eff ort spearheaded by a response to the November 
election has continued with private citizens putting forth the fi nancial support needed to keep the billboards up for an extended period of time. There are fi ve billboards in Bismarck. 
These are located on south Washington St. (left) and Front St. (right) in Bismarck. Several more are in cities such as Minot and Jamestown with varying messages. The billboards were 
designed by Prolife Across America and installed by Newman Signs.
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By Mat Charley
 Saying “yes” to a call for a vocation 

changes one’s life. It often starts as an inner 
voice, sometimes gentle, sometimes loud 
and clear. The Diocese of Bismarck is blessed 
with many men who have answered this 
call to be deacons. They make sacrifi ces to 
themselves and their families, but they say 
it’s the greatest sacrifi ce they could ever offer.

After the Second Vatican Council in 
the 1960s, Pope Paul VI re-instituted the 
diaconate order as a permanent offi ce in 
the Church. This order, intended chiefl y for 
married men who desire to serve the Church 
in a greater capacity, is focused on aiding 
priests in their duties at a parish, serving 
the poor, and assisting during liturgical 
celebrations.

From 1981 to 1984, the Diocese of 
Bismarck ordained its fi rst three classes of 
permanent deacons, and is blessed to have 
four of these men still living and working 
in it today. Lynn Clancy, Bob Olson, Ralph 
Stockert, and Rex McDowall have each been 
members of the permanent diaconate for 
30 or more years, and have been shining 
examples of humility and service to the 
faithful of the diocese.

Lynn Clancy was one of the fi rst men 
in the diocese ordained to the permanent 
diaconate. When he and his family moved 
to Bismarck from Valley City in 1978, he 
was already hearing the call to the diaconate 

through friends and family. Soon after he 
had arrived, he joined what was to become 
the fi rst class of Bismarck men ordained 
to the diaconate. He spent the majority of 
his diaconate at Corpus Christi Church in 
Bismarck, where he and his wife Janice, 
along with their two children, were involved 
in the day-to-day ministry of the parish. “My 
wife was by my side the whole time,” Clancy 
states, “coordinating all kinds of events and 
programs. It was really a team effort.”    

Clancy singles out his responsibility in 
assisting with baptisms as one of the great 
joys of his ministry. “I baptized over a 
thousand people,” he remembers. “Most of 
them babies – some adults.” The “marvelous 
experiences” he had preparing parents for the 
initiation of their children into the Church 

is one that he knows he won’t soon forget. 
“I also had a real dedication to Catholic 
social teaching,” he recalls, and expresses 
that he concentrated his focus on issues of 
importance to the Catholic community as a 
whole in his homilies and outreach.

Asked about the struggles he endured 
during his time as a deacon, Clancy views 
the matter with a charitable heart. “There 
were challenges, of course, but many of 
those just came from being under scrutiny. 
The permanent diaconate was a new thing 
for all of us, and it wasn’t something people 
got used to right away.” Indeed, he says, 
any challenges paled in comparison to the 
blessings he received through his ministry. 
“It was a privilege to be able to provide 
leadership for so many people, to be looked 
at as someone they could trust,” Clancy 
says. “The entire experience has been just 
wonderful for both Janice and myself.”

Bob Olson, a classmate of Clancy’s, 
shares the honor of being in the fi rst 
Bismarck class to be ordained after the 

permanent diaconate was restored. Following 
a path similar to his classmate’s, he moved 
from Grand Forks in 1977 and settled in 
Mandan with his wife Loretta and their two 
children. “We got started right away,” he 
says, recalling the time spent with Loretta 
as they learned about the ins and outs of 
baptism, marriage preparation, and other 
parish ministries together. Initially, Olson 
states, he served as the administrator for the 
church of St. Vincent de Paul in Crown Butte. 
“That was a little rocky at fi rst,” he chuckles. 
“I didn’t have much fi nancial background 
for all that bookkeeping, but after 14 years I 
think I got the hang of it.”

Now, Olson and his wife are members of 
St. Joseph parish in Mandan, where they 
were assigned after their time at St. Vincent 
de Paul. They have been active members 
of the community there through their 
leadership and example for nearly 15 years. 
“It’s been a huge gift to be a member of St. 
Joe’s,” Olson affi rms.

Refl ecting on his time as a deacon for 
the Diocese of Bismarck, Olson emphasizes 
the value of serving others. “Having the 
opportunity to be in the diaconate has been 
extremely benefi cial to Loretta and me. It’s 
deepened our prayer life and opened us up 
to new experiences.” Finally, he says, it all 
comes back to being the hands and feet of 
Jesus. “We were so blessed to be doing 
Christ’s work in the diocese.”

On May 25 of this year, Ralph Stockert 
offi cially retired from active ministry; 
ordained in 1984, the date marked his 30-
year anniversary as a permanent deacon. 
“My only claim to fame is that I was the 
fi rst guy from Dickinson to be ordained,” 
Stockert says. “I was approached with the 
idea of joining from a few people, and I 
went for it.” 

“I was ordained by Bishop Kinney at St. 
Wenceslaus,” he continues, “but I’ve been 
at St. Joseph’s for most of my time as a 
deacon.” He and his wife Anna Marie, in 
their ministry, volunteered to assist with 
a number of events, including marriage 
prep, baptisms, funerals, and communion 
services. The only hesitation Stockert felt 
was when it came to preaching. “I suppose 
I did have mixed emotions about standing up 
there and giving a sermon at fi rst,” he admits. 
“It wasn’t something I was used to. But I did 
grow to enjoy it!”

The support of his wife and family 
has been instrumental in strengthening 
Stockert during his diaconate. “I have one 
daughter, one granddaughter, and one great-
granddaughter, and they’ve all been nothing 
but encouraging,” he laughs. “Having my 

family by my side has been wonderful.”    
Stockert and his wife have “greatly 

enjoyed” being in the diaconate. “It increased 
our faith immensely,” he notes, “and has 
been a wonderful way to serve the Church. I 
wouldn’t change a bit of it.”

Rex McDowall, currently serving at the 
Church of Corpus Christi in Bismarck, was 
ordained alongside Ralph Stockert in 1984. 
Part of his fi rst assignment consisted of a 
managerial role overseeing the Catholic 
cemetery at St. Mary’s, but before long he 
was given a more traditional position at 
Corpus Christi.

With fi ve children and a career as an 
account manager, the life of a deacon did not 

come without its challenges. “It was tough on 
occasion to juggle a full-time job, a family, 
and be involved in the church,” he says, 
“and I know that at times my family would 
have liked to have me home more. But the 
sacrifi ces are worth it.”    

Part of the strength to offer up such 
sacrifi ces, McDowall says, came from the 
support of his wife. He and Joyce (who 
directs the Offi ce of Family Ministry for the 

diocese) have worked closely with 
each other since day one. “We’ve 
shared my diaconate,” McDowall 
laughs. The couple has served 
as advisors, coordinators, and 
directors of a number of outreach 
programs, including marriage 
preparation and the Fellowship 
of Catholic University Students 
(FOCUS).    

Asked to refl ect on his 
ministry, McDowall offers an 
encouragement to those who may 
feel called to the diaconate. “I 
would just tell men to step forward 
if they feel the call, and to not be 
afraid,” he says. “It’s an incredibly 
rewarding life.”

These four men have offered 
their lives in service of the Church, 
and the Diocese of Bismarck 
thanks them for their sacrifi ces 
and wishes them peace and joy.
The deacons, and their wives 
and families, are grateful for 
and humbled by the support and 
prayers of the members of the 
Diocese of Bismarck over the past 
30 years. Their ministry has been 
a beautiful infl uence for decades 
and is one that will not soon be 
forgotten.

Deacons Clancy, Olson, Stockert and McDowell re� ect on their time of service

Photo by Geo. Masseth
Candidates and their wives on the day of ordination in 1981 are, front row (l-r): Melvin and Elaine Berg, Michael 
and Zita Kuss, Mary and Peter Ho� man, and Loretta and Bob Olson. Back row (l-r): Martin and Jean Schumacher, 
Lynn and Janice Clancy, Marcella and Morris Martin, and Martha and Leonard Fennewald.

Photo by Geo. Masseth
Bishop Hacker lays his hands on Deacon Bob Olson 
during ordination ceremonies in 1981. Olson was one 
of eight men ordained with the � rst class of permanent 
deacons after the order was re-instituted by Pope Paul 
VI following the second Vatican Council in the 1960s.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Deacon Rex McDowell prepares the holy Eucharist during 
Mass with Bishop Zipfel at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 
2011.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Deacon Ralph Stockert and his wife, Anna Marie, are pictured 
here with Bishop Zipfel in 2010 at the anniversary Mass at St. 
Wenceslaus in Dickinson.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Deacon Rex McDowell and his wife, Joyce, are pictured here with 
Bishop Zipfel in 2011.

The newly ordained deacons with Bishop Kagan (center) on their ordination day on Nov. 21 are (l-r): Jim and Delphine Baker; Lance 
and Anissa Gartner; Nancy and Tom Magnuson; and Nancy and Dan Tuhy.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
In the foyer following the ceremony on Nov. 21, the four newly-ordained deacons receive a warm reception from the priests and 
fellow deacons in attendance.

Bishop David Kagan lays his hands of 
blessing upon Deacon Lance Gartner 
during ordination ceremonies on Nov. 21 
at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. Family members bring forth the gifts during the Mass for the ordination on Nov. 21.

During the Litany of the Supplication portion of the ceremony on Nov. 21, the deacon candidates prostrate themselves before the 
alter as a sign of their humility before God.
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By Sonia Mullally, DCA editor
It’s not often that damage to a structure and 

subsequent insurance claim become a blessing, 
but that’s exactly what ended up happening at 
St. Joseph parish in Mandan. 

Back in June 2009, the parish school’s 
subfl oor was damaged by a torrential rain 
event. Water seepage caused a major crack in 
the fi rst fl oor of the school and daycare creating 
quite a hazard and unsightly blemish in one 
of the main traffi c fl ow areas. Insurance claim 
funds were secured to cover the cost to replace 
the fl oor. But that sparked the idea to “think 
big” in terms of a much-needed enhancement 
project for the school building that was built in 
the mid-century. 

Father Shane Campbell, who has been pastor 
at St. Joseph since July 2011, said replacement 
of the fl oor was a wonderful opportunity to go 
forward with more projects. “If we’re tearing 
up the fl oor, we fi gured it was perfect timing to 
look at all the other projects we had in mind,” 
Father Shane said. “The crews were already 
here and we were in a position to leverage the 
insurance money.” 

It was the combination of the insurance 
funds, a few larger donations, parish 
savings, and most importantly the generous 
contributions of the parishioners toward 
the capital campaign that made it possible 
to complete $800,000 in renovations to the 
parish’s school and daycare. Remarkably, no 
loans or fi nancing was needed for the project 
that began on May 27 and fi nished in August, 
just days ahead of the beginning of the new 
school year. 

Father Shane acknowledged that the 
parishioners have been asked to dig deep 
into their pockets in recent years, but 
that didn’t shake his confi dence in their 
generosity. “They’ve been through a lot in the 
last 10 years including what Msgr. Schumacher 
started with the extensive renovation to the 
church interior.

But they’ve always been extremely generous 
and forward thinking toward the school and 
daycare as well,” he said. “And with this most 
recent campaign, they responded like they 
always have anytime there’s a need when it 
comes to the brick and mortar.” 

The list of renovations had a very positive 
impact on the daycare, which is a thriving 
and critically important part of the parish and 
school. It’s a top-rated facility with a terrifi c 
reputation that utilizes the fi rst fl oor of the 
school building. Income from the daycare 
enables the parish to fi nancially support the 
school, which educates students in grades 
kindergarten through fi fth grade. 

In addition to replacing the damaged school 
main-fl oor hallway, the two major renovations 
at the top of the list were constructing 
public bathrooms and updating the daycare 

bathrooms. The 
underlying idea 
was to make better 
use of space when 
considering other 
renovations, 
specifi cally the 
new nap room and 
daycare storage. That 
location was the old 
boys and girls locker 
rooms and custodial 
storage/archive 
room/school paper 
storage. 

Other renovations 
included: separate 
speech, learning 
disabilities and 
reading resource 
classroom; custodial 
storage room; 
cafeteria storage 
and fi re suppression 
system for the 
entire fi rst fl oor (as 
required by code); 
new daycare fl oor 
tile, ceiling tile and 
lighting; asbestos 
abatement in old 
daycare fl ooring and 
main ceiling pipe; 
sewer pipe lining; 
and adding security 
systems to the 
school and daycare 
entrances. 

There was a 
strong desire to 
give the daycare the 
dedicated space it 
desperately needed. 
Many areas in the 
building were serving 
several purposes. For 
example, the former interim daycare nap room 
was also a meeting room for the parish and 
outside organizations, confi rmation classroom, 
bridal dressing room and more. It was sort of 
an all-purpose room.

Another room across the hall was shared 
with the daycare for activities during the day, 
youth faith formation on Wednesday evenings, 
and parish music ministry on the weekends. 
As Father Shane stated early on in the process 
in an explanation to parishioners, “As you can 
see, we are popping at the seams!” 

While the renovations were “nothing fl ashy” 
as Father Shane noted it was more about 
bringing health to the building. However, early 
on in the work, he assured the parishioners, 
school parents and members of the public who 

utilize the daycare 
that the fi nished 
product would have 
that “WOW factor.” 

Certainly that 
“WOW factor” is 
not lost on the two 
people who see the 
most impact of the 
renovation, school 
principal Valerie 
Vogel and daycare 
director Heather 
Swanson. 

They want 
to thank the 
parishioners for 
their support and 
volunteers who 
helped them move 
out to prepare for 

the renovation and back when completed 
and daycare families for their patience in 
dealing with the challenges that came with 
accommodating the construction. Also thanks 
and appreciation goes to their staff for sticking 
it out. Much credit for the success goes to 
Al Fitterer, architect; Al Stroh, foreman, 
Associated Builders; Electric System; Dirk 
Plumbing and Heating; Nova Fire Protection; 
Obermiller Nelson Engineering; Total Control; 
Badlands Environmental; ETSystems; and 
HA Thompson and Sons for their superb skill 
and craftsmanship in all of the projects at the 
Church of St. Joseph. 

“My favorite phrase of the summer was, 
‘Just wait until it’s done. It will all be worth it’,” 
said Vogel. She helped her teachers and school 
staff to rearrange classrooms on the second 
fl oor to house the daycare moving in just as the 
school year ended. 

Swanson and the daycare staff made use of 
every bit of space they could as they relocated 
upstairs. The school classrooms served as 
daycare rooms. The gymnasium and hallways 
became the lunchroom, breakfast area and 
indoor activity area for the daycare. 

Since access to the kitchen and cafeteria on 
the fi rst fl oor was cut off by the construction, 
food had to be brought in. The school’s 
custodian, Josh Sonneson, wore many hats to 
help out including food transport and serving 
of the daycare children. 

With the project wrapping up so close to the 
start of the school year, Vogel said her teachers 
had only a couple days to get their classrooms 
ready once the daycare moved back to the 
lower level. 

Submitted photo
The locker room, which hadn’t been used for years aside from a storage area, was 
renovated into a new nap room for the daycare.

Submitted photo
The new nap room for the daycare created from an old locker room/storage area.

(left to right) Valerie Vogel, St. Joseph’s School principal; Father Shane Campbell; and 
Heather Swanson, director of the daycare, stand outside the new children’s bathrooms.

Renovations at St. Joseph in Mandan

Continued on page 11

Daycare gains dedicated space needed
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Even though it was inconvenient for many, 
both Swanson and Vogel said it was well worth the 
extra efforts over the busy summer months. The 
children and staff have really benefi tted from the 
renovations. The new nap room and the updates 
to the bathrooms are what everyone has come to 
appreciate most.

 “Funny thing is that we even miss the big crack 
in the fl oor,” Swanson joked. “Some of our staff 
members would use it as a marker of sorts for the 
kids to know where to line up in the hallway.” 

What started from a crack in the fl oor fi ve years 
ago has ended up in a beautiful renovation project 
for generations of parish, school, and daycare 
children to come at St. Joseph.

The entrance to the new children’s bathroom features a central area of sinks built to suit a child’s height.

A crew works on the dirt subfl oor where the initial crack in the fl oor occurred that spurred the renovation 
project.

Father Shane stands beside a cutout of a new door for the public 
restrooms added in the hallway.

Bishop Kagan celebrated the fi rst-ever Mass for the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe at the Church of St. Joseph in Dickinson 
on Dec. 11. The lively event also featured a procession, a band, 
singers and dancers and a play and celebration to follow. Many 
of the events surrounding the celebration portray and honor the 
native peasant named Juan Diego who saw a vision of a woman 
at a place called the Hill of Tepeyac, which would become part 
of Villa de Guadalupe, a suburb of Mexico City in the year 1531. 
Juan Diego recognized the woman as the Virgin Mary. The lady 
delivered a miraculous sign to prove her identity. The fi rst sign 
she gave was the healing of Juan’s uncle. The Virgin also told 
Juan to gather fl owers from the top of Tepeyac Hill, which was 
normally barren, especially in December. But Juan followed her 
instructions and he found Castilian roses blooming there. The 
Virgin arranged the fl owers in his cloak, and when Juan Diego 
opened his cloak before the archbishop on Dec. 12, the fl owers 
fell to the fl oor, and on the fabric was the image of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe. This cloak is on display today in Mexico City at the 
Basilica of Guadalupe. It is, by far, the most popular religious 
pilgrimage site in the Western Hemisphere. Juan Diego was 
beatifi ed in 1990, and canonized in 2002.

Source: Catholic Online (catholic.org)

Staff  photos

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass

Continued from page 10
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By Michelle Duppong
A term that’s thrown 

around with gusto these days 
among Catholics is the “new 
evangelization.” In case you’re 
in the camp that’s a bit confused 
by what this means and how it 
impacts you (I assure you I’m right 
there with you), I’ll be taking the 
next couple of articles to broach 
the subject in hopes of providing a 
bit more clarity.

Let’s start with the word 
“evangelization.” You’ve probably 
heard before that the word 
“Gospel” means “good news.” It 
specifi cally refers to the good news 
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
became man and died for our 
sins so mankind would no longer 
be separated from Our Heavenly 
Father. This separation came 
about by Adam and Eve breaking 
the covenant with God by their 
choice to disobey His one law and 
involves every sin committed by 

man since then. 
Each of us has the choice of 

whether we want to become a 
part of God’s family and live as 
His beloved child or to persist in 
this separation. “Evangelization” 
is simply sharing with others the 
message of God’s love revealed 
through Jesus Christ.

Haven’t people been sharing 
the Gospel since the time of Jesus? 
So what’s “new” about the new 
evangelization?

The heart of the Church’s 
mission is evangelization. 
Blessed Paul VI called this to 
mind when he stated in his 
encyclical Evangelii Nuntiando, 
“Evangelizing is in fact the grace 
and vocation proper to the Church, 
her deepest identity. She exists in 
order to evangelize…” 

When we think about the 
missionary work of the Church, 
we tend to confi ne it to the foreign 
missions and the need to go to 

people who have never heard of 
the Lord —going to the tribes in 
the Amazon to tell them about 
Jesus Christ, for instance. But, this 
is not the full scope. Missionary 
work needs to be done right here 
in the Bismarck Diocese! Each 
person is continually called by God 
to fall deeper in love with Him 
entailing an ongoing conversion. 

In our Western culture, there 
is a familiarity with the story of 
Jesus, but the message of the 
Gospel has not permeated and 
encompassed the way people live. 
Many have not encountered the 
living person of Jesus Christ— that 
friendship with God is possible 
and real. The new evangelization is 
about engaging this audience. How 
many of you have family members 
or friends who left the Catholic 
faith? Or, who don’t believe God 
exists?

Contrary to what some may 
think about the hype surrounding 

the new evangelization, it’s not 
a new program that is to be 
implemented in a series of easy 
steps or a passing trend within the 
Church that will be “uncool” in fi ve 
years. It’s about allowing Christ to 
transform our lives each day and 
inviting others to meet Him too.
And the exciting news is each of 
us has a part to play in it! Our 
Heavenly Father is choosing to 
work with and through us to 
accomplish His divine plan. Each 
person is necessary. That means 
you and me! And it’ll be the most 
exciting adventure of your life! Are 
you game?

■ Duppong, a native of Haymarsh, N.D., has 
served as director of faith formation for the 
Bismarck Diocese since July 2012. Check out 
Michelle’s monthly faith formation talk series 
online at www.bismarckdiocese.com under 
the Adult Faith Formation.

The new evanga-what?

1 Cor. 9:24 

MICHELLE DUPPONG

Run to Win

The Discalced Carmelite  Nuns 
of the Carmel of the Holy Face 
of Jesus in Hague invite you 
to make this novena and the 
season of Lent a time of profound 
renewal in our own spiritual lives 
and a time of fervent petition for 
the conversion of souls.

Would you have wiped the 
face of Jesus Christ if you had 
seen Him making His way up to 
Calvary, beaten by the soldiers, 
harassed by the mob, jeered at 
by His enemies, deserted by His 
disciples and apostles? Would 
you have had the courage of 
Veronica to render Him such a 
service?

You still have that opportunity 
today, even though you live 2,000 
years afterward. Our Lord has 
made known that by honoring 
and adoring His Holy Face 
and making reparation for the 
blasphemies, which continue to 
disfi gure Our Lord’s Face in our 
day, we render Him that same 
service as did Veronica. In return, 
He looks with kindly eyes upon us 
and intercedes for us before the 
throne of His Heavenly Father.

The day before Ash 
Wednesday, often referred to as 

“Mardi Gras” or “Fat Tuesday,” 
is a day particularly suited to 
prayer and reparation. Much 
of the world uses the day as an 
excuse to indulge to an excessive 
degree in licit pleasures, such 
as the need for food and drink, 
as well as engaging in illicit 
and immoral pleasures, placing 
their eternal salvation in great 
peril and greatly offending God. 
Christians everywhere ought 
to reject this worldly and sinful 
“preparation” for the holy season 
of Lent, in which the infi nite 
Mercies of Redemption, won 
by Our Lord Jesus Christ at 
the cost of atrocious sufferings 
and humiliations, are duly 
remembered and more liberally 
applied to souls.

All true lovers of Jesus Christ 
are invited to join in a novena in 
honor of the Holy Face of Jesus, 
from Feb. 9-17, culminating in a 
votive Mass in honor of His Holy 
Face on Feb. 17, which will be 
offered for benefactors and for 
all of the intentions, which are 
included in this novena.

So many souls live their lives 
in the shadows of sin and death, 
when they could be rejoicing 
in the warm sunshine of God’s 
mercy and grace. Perhaps you 
have a friend or a family member 
who has abandoned their faith in 
God, or never known His tender 
love in a real and profound 
way, and is thus left to wander 
aimlessly though this world, as 
if caught in a perpetual winter. 
Others may not have fallen 
away entirely, but have grown 
somewhat lukewarm and need 
new impetus and fervor. Pray this 
novena for all of them, and the 
Carmelite nuns will pray, too.

God is so eager to restore souls 
to the grace of His friendship, 
and bring about a real springtime 
of spiritual growth and vitality, 

but He does not come where He 
is not made welcome. He respects 
the free will, which He gave us. 
He does however permit and even 
encourage us to ask this grace 
for those who will not ask it for 
themselves.

Although when asking for 
material blessings we cannot 
always be certain our petitions 
are in accordance with God’s 
holy will. When it comes to 
the salvation of souls, which is 
always God’s holy will, we have 
infi nite reason for confi dence 
that persevering, humble and 
confi dent prayers will be granted. 
We have only to wait patiently 
and trustingly for God’s perfect 
timing. 

Jesus told us, “Whatsoever 
you ask for, believe that you have 
already received it, and it will be 
given to you.” You may not be 
able to see His grace at work in 
the souls of those you pray for, 
but you must believe that He 
truly is pouring out His graces on 
them. And, it is fi tting and just to 
render Him grateful homage for 
His hidden gifts as you persevere 
in your prayer. God loves your 
loved ones far more than you can 

even imagine, and the fact that 
He gives you a desire for their 
conversion is the surest proof 
that He intends to grant your 
request. Do not give up hope!

If there are particular 
intentions you would like to 
include in this novena, please call 
or write to them at: Carmelite 
Monastery, 2051 91st St. SE, 
Hague, ND 58542 or call their 
prayer line at 701-336-7907. 
May all of our hearts be set afi re 
with the love of Christ and may 
this holy fi re set the whole world 
ablaze, as Jesus so ardently 
desired!

Nuns invite public to join in novena to the Holy Face of Jesus

Novena to the Holy Face of Jesus
O Lord Jesus Christ, in presenting ourselves before Your adorable Face,

to ask of You the graces of which we stand most in
need, (here mention the grace or favor you desire)

We beseech You, above all to give us that interior disposition of never 
refusing at any time to do what You require of us by Your holy

commandments and Your divine inspirations.
O good Jesus, Who hast said: “Ask and you shall receive, 

seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened to you,”
give us, O Lord, that faith which obtains all, 

or supply in us what may be deficient.
Be merciful to us, O God, and reject not our prayers when, amid 

our afflictions, we call upon Your Holy Name and seek with 
love and confidence Your adorable Face.
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A recent news report described 
the unusual story of a baby’s birth 
from his grandmother’s womb. A 
29-year old woman from Sweden, 
born without a uterus, received 
a transplanted womb from her 
mother, the same womb that 
had brought her into the world 
a generation earlier. The woman 
then became pregnant through 
in vitro fertilization (IVF) and 
delivered a healthy baby boy. 

The research had been dogged 
by controversy and questions: 
Could a transplanted womb from 
a post-menopausal woman be 
“triggered” back into action once 
it had been introduced into the 
body of a younger woman? Could 
a transplanted uterus effectively 
provide nourishment to a growing 
baby during all the gestational 
stages of a pregnancy? Would 
such a costly and risky surgery 
involving two people, mother and 
daughter, donor and recipient, be 
justifi able? Are such transplants 
ultimately ethical? 

The specifi c circumstances 
involved are critical to 
determining whether this novel 
type of transplant is ethical.

Various medical anomalies can 
cause a woman to be missing a 
uterus. A congenital disease called 
Rokitansky syndrome can cause 
the uterus to develop anomalously, 
or not form at all. Uterine cancer 
or other serious gynecological 
issues may necessitate that a 
woman undergo a hysterectomy, 

resulting in permanent infertility. 
The womb is a unique organ 

with a highly specifi c function, and 
the transplantation of a healthy 
womb into a woman who lacks one 
due to a birth defect or disease is 
loosely parallel, some would say, 
to a situation where a patient’s 
kidney fails, and another person 
donates a healthy replacement 
organ. 

Yet others would say that 
the womb is not a vital organ 
like a kidney, and while the 
transplantation of a womb is 
directed towards improving a 
patient’s quality of life, it clearly 
does not constitute life-saving 
surgery like a kidney transplant. 

Therefore, womb transplants 
require strong ethical 
justifi cations.

As we refl ect on the ethics 
surrounding new medical 
treatments and technologies, it 
can help us to recall the general 
principle, enshrined in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
that the morality of a human 
act depends on three factors: 
the object, the end, and the 
circumstances involved. An act is 
morally good only if all three of 
these factors are morally good. 
If any one of them is bad, we 
recognize that the overall act itself 
becomes morally bad. 

For example, a diva using her 
voice to sing a passage from a 
famous opera has the morally 
good object of performing a 

beautiful and artistic musical 
composition. The end for which 
a diva might sing would be to 
perfect her singing skills — also 
morally good. But if she decides 
to do it at 3 a.m. in a dormitory, 
so that it disturbs the sleep of her 
neighbors, then the circumstances 
would not be good, and we would 
conclude that the action of singing 
in that way by the diva is, in fact, 
morally bad. 

In the case of carrying out a 
womb transplant, the object of 
the act would be good, namely, 
to restore a woman’s bodily 
wholeness by transplanting a 
healthy womb in situations where 
she lacks one. The end for which 
the womb transplant would be 
carried out would also be good, 
namely, to achieve a pregnancy. 

But particular circumstances 
can easily render the womb 
transplant immoral. If the 
transplant were done for the 
purposes of pursuing a pregnancy 
through IVF, this circumstance 
would render the entire act of the 
womb transplant morally bad 
and disordered, given that IVF is 
invariably immoral as a means 
to engender new human life. All 
reported instances thus far of 
womb transplants followed by 
successful pregnancies have arisen 
because of the use of IVF.

A similar problem with the 
circumstances of the transplant 
could arise if the womb that was 
used for transplant had been 

donated by a healthy woman still 
in her reproductive years who 
harbored a contraceptive intention 
and no longer desired to have 
more children of her own with 
her husband. In such a situation, 
her uterine donation would cause 
her to become sterile, and would 
represent a seriously fl awed moral 
circumstance that would likewise 
render the action of receiving the 
transplanted womb unethical on 
the part of the other woman.

When might a womb transplant 
be morally acceptable? If a 
uterus were transplanted from 
either a deceased or a freely-
consenting, post-menopausal 
woman to another woman whose 
ovaries, fallopian tubes and other 
reproductive tissues were then 
able to function so she could 
conceive a child within the marital 
embrace, rather than through 
IVF (and assuming minimal 
medical risks to both donor and 
recipient), the womb transplant 
could represent an ethical means 
of resolving her uterine-factor 
infertility. In conclusion, the 
specifi c circumstances of both 
the donor and recipient are 
crucial in discerning the ethical 
appropriateness of this unusual 
procedure.

■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned 
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale 
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He 
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, 
and serves as the Director of Education at 
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org. 
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FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

JAMES  ODERMANN

Ag Attitudes

Are womb transplants immoral?

Gratitude is a simple word 
that has so much meaning in all 
of life’s situations. So, as winter 
drives me close to the heater (in 
a vehicle, tractor or building), 
I really refl ect on the absolute 
nature of gratitude.

The other day, somebody asked 
me how I was doing. My response, 
“Working, and having fun!” My 
friend looked surprised. When is 
work supposed to be fun?

To me, work is fun. I have 
never had a “job” where I didn’t 
have fun. Sure, there may have 
been diffi cult moments, but life 
is not about a single moment. 
Life is a series of experiences, a 
string of dots that when connected 
create memories and should 
ultimately bring me closer to a 
sense of gratitude to God for the 
opportunities I get to live in my 

test for eternal life.
In agricultural production, 

some of life’s memories may be 
painful, some hilarious, and some 
positive. In the end, life in the 
agriculture sector is about the 
attitude of enjoying the privilege 
of protecting natural resources 
and appreciating the gift of 
“having fun” in the most basic of 
primary sector manufacturing 
vocations.

There may be drought, 
hailstorms, fl oods and other 
natural perils. I may have 
experienced frustration. But, in 
the end, if I look at the big picture, 
I have been blessed with the gift 
of seeing the manifestation of God 
on a daily basis. 

So, as I warmed my fi ngers and 
toes by the heater, I was fi lled with 
a sense of gratitude for the many 

opportunities with which God has 
blessed my family and me. 

It may sound odd to some 
people, but a job is really an 
opportunity to use the gifts and 
talents God has given me. God is 
not going to ask me how much 
money I made, how much land I 
owned, how many cars or houses I 
accumulated. 

Rather, God will ask if I 
advanced the cause of Christian 
love and understanding, of mercy 
and forgiveness, of asking for 
forgiveness. The fi nal test may 
well contain how I used God-given 
talents to create a better world. 

Life without gratitude to God 
is empty because everything I 
have comes from God. I need 
to be thankful for the variety of 
situations in which God “tests” 
me. These simple tests are 

opportunities to bring honor to 
God by showing love to my sisters 
and brothers.

The act of thanking God for 
challenges that test my attitude 
seems odd. But, in the end, God 
is in control. I need to answer 
the call and express gratitude for 
God’s gifts to me. 

I need to think about this, 
especially at Christmas time, when 
God came to the earth through 
Jesus. I need to be grateful. 

I hope I am up to the task.  Care 
to join me? 

■ Odermann lives with his wife Leona on 
the family farm in Billings County. They are 
members of the Church of St. Patrick in Dick-
inson and assist with eucharistic celebra-
tions there as well as at the Churches of St. 
Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary (Medora).

Gratitude is especially appropriate at Christmas
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Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. WAYNE SATTLER

Q:

A:

Test yourself! 
1.What is another name for the “City of David?”
A.  Jerusalem B.  Bethlehem
C.  Jericho D.  Nazareth

2.What was the fi rst book ever printed in all of history?
A.  The Bible B.  The Book of Canon Law
C.  The Christian Militant D.  The Catechism of the
        Catholic Church

3.Which of the following was NOT a gift from the Wise Men 
to Jesus?
A.  Gold B.  Myrrh
C.  Mythril D.  Frankincense

How often do 
I have to go to 

confession?
The wording of such 
questions, I hope, is not too 
revealing to our Lord.

This notion that we “have” to go 
to Mass or confession, if you really 
think about it, is quite an insult to 
Him. In truth, we “get” to go to Mass 
and confession. These are great 
privileges!

In concern to confession, Canon 
Law spells out that all the faithful 
who have reached the age of 
discretion are bound faithfully to 
confess their grave sins at least 
once a year. (Can. 989)

So, if it is a matter of “having” to go, 
you have your answer.

For the record, Canon Law also 
spells out that each of the faithful is 
obliged to receive holy Communion 
at least once a year. (Can. 920)

So, even though we are obligated 
to participate in Mass on Sundays 
and holy days of obligation, this 
does not automatically commit 
us to the privilege of receiving 
holy Communion. In fact, if we are 
conscious of grave sin we may not 
receive holy Communion without 
having been to sacramental 
confession. (Can. 916)

So, if you are in a state of grave sin, 
it is a good idea to get to confession 
ASAP.  

Even when we are without grave 
sin, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church strongly recommends the 
confession of everday faults (venial 
sins). “The regular confession of 
our venial sins helps us form our 
conscience, fi ght against evil 
tendencies, let ourselves be healed 
by Christ and progress in the life 
of the Spirit. By receiving more 
frequently, through this sacrament, 
the gift of the Father’s mercy, we 
are spurred to be merciful as He is 
merciful.” (CCC1458)

There is confusion regarding 
confession as being for “big sinners,” 
which it is. But, the sacrament of 
penance is also for tremendous 
lovers! For those who are striving 
to love God with their whole 
heart, whole mind and whole soul, 
their regular celebration of this 

sacrament is most precious to our 
Father.  

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta would 
go to confession once a week. St. 
John Paul II is rumored to have 
gone every day! They did this, not 
so that we could tell pious stories 
about them or that we might 
attempt to imitate them without 
having really much to say when 
we go. The example of these great 
saints are there to help us realize 
how some hearts are so open to 
the purifi cation of God, that they 
are eager to come to Him with 
their every stain so that they might 
continue to strive to live in union 
with Him.

As a rule of thumb for the 
frequency of going to confession, I 
use the analogy of an automobile.

If you take your car in once a year 
to get serviced, it will not run as 
effi  ciently as when you take it in 
for a regular oil change. The same 
principle applies to our soul. It runs 
much more smoothly with a regular 
cleansing. If there are no major 
accidents (grave sin), then coming 
in every couple of months is a good 
routine to follow. Perhaps once 
during Advent, once during Lent, 
then another in the summer and 
fall is a good plan.  

I know that it is time for me to 
go in for confession when I fi nd 
myself getting less patient with 
people, forming quicker judgments, 
becoming less virtuous, or feeling 
burdened and labored by life in 
general.  Then, it is time for this 
sick person to come to the doctor 
and receive the medicine only He 
can give to bring me back to good 
health.

Perhaps one day, our souls will 
run as smoothly as the souls of 
Bl. Teresa of Calcutta or St. John 
Paul II. What will certainly help 
us along the way is to heed our 
Lord’s command to “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Mt. 
4:17)  

■ Fr. Sattler is pastor of the Church 
of St. Anne in Bismarck. If you have a 
question you were afraid to ask, now 
is the time to ask it! Simply email your 
question to info@bismarckdiocese.
com with the “Question Afraid to Ask” 
in the subject line.

SONIA MULLALLY

Leap of Faith

  Providing 
good customer service

Remember when customer 
service mattered? Actually, let me 
rephrase that. Remember when 
customer service was actually a 
priority. Businesses used to hire 
receptionists or people whose sole 
job was dedicated to customer 
service. 

Now, in most cases these 
positions don’t exist. Well, the 
people still do, it’s the jobs that 
don’t. We’ve become a society so 
“in love” with multi-tasking that 
now our dedicated receptionist is 
also an administrative assistant/
bookkeeper/secretary/offi ce 
manager/staff coordinator. What 
used to be the receptionist is now 
tasked with so many more duties 
and titles. They are good at what 
they do; they just have too much 
to do to devote the time to serving 
customers as in the past. 

I don’t know how many times 
I’ve heard people say that they 
just wished that when they 
called someplace, they’d get an 
actual person and not a machine 
answering the telephone. Well, 
the diocese offi ces have recently 
returned to a policy of having an 
actual person answer the phone. 
This was an important step toward 
ensuring that people we encounter 
receive good customer service. 
This doesn’t mean that you will 
never encounter voicemail. It 
just means that during regular 
business hours, whenever possible, 
an actual living, breathing, human 
being will be taking your call 
instead of an automated system. 

It makes sense that our offi ces 
should be dedicated to providing 
good customer service. Just like 
any other business, we connect 
our customers with whatever they 
need. It’s just that our business 
has special meaning with its 
connection to the church. It’s our 
duty, not only as good employees, 
but also, as good Catholics, to 
strive to help others. We are 
fortunate to have people on staff 
here at the Diocese who care a 
great deal about serving others. 

Catholics are dedicated to 
serving others and essentially 
providing the best customer 
service to our neighbor. Isn’t that 
what St. Luke taught us with, 
“Do to others as you would have 
them do to you.” This is popularly 
referred to as “The Golden Rule.” 

Many people in our lives serve 
as our customer service provider. 
Maybe it’s your friends, your 
pastor or your parents. Perhaps 
you turn elsewhere. Maybe your 
customer service call goes directly 
to God through prayer.  

I think prayer is the ultimate 

call to customer service. Where 
do you go with complaints? 
Do you go to God or customer 
service? Where do you go with 
your questions, problems, 
concerns, needs, wants, requests, 
suggestions or comments? You 
go to either the Lord or customer 
service, sometimes both. 

At different times in our lives, 
we go to different places for good 
customer service. Many years 
ago, when I purchased my very 
fi rst cell phone I was having some 
trouble setting it up with all the 
contacts and phone numbers I 
wanted stored in “speed dial.” It 
was one of the original fl ip phones 
and certainly wasn’t on par with 
the smart phones of today. So, it 
was fairly simple in comparison. 
However, at that time I wasn’t 
as tech savvy as I am now and it 
proved diffi cult trying to input my 
frequently called numbers, which 
was most often my mom. 

When all was said and done, 
I managed to fi nd the spot on 
the phone where I was to input 
my mom’s number. I saved it 
to where I thought it should 
be and was pretty proud of my 
accomplishment. However, for 
some strange reason, every time 
I called my mom or she called 
me, the contact name “customer 
service” would show up on the 
screen of my phone. Basically, 
I messed up somewhere along 
the line and mom ended up as 
customer service in my contact 
list. 

At one point, I thought about 
trying to fi x it. But then, I thought 
again. It’s actually quite fi tting 
that mom would be labeled as 
“customer service.” She matches 
the title pretty well.  

Whether it was because of our 
burning desire to multi-task, or 
perhaps due to budget cutbacks 
and merging of job positions, 
most businesses don’t employ 
a receptionist who’s only job 
it to care for the customers. 
Some might even argue that it’s 
everyone’s job to provide customer 
service. This is true, but it sure 
made a difference when there were 
people on staff dedicated to this as 
their fi rst priority, and not as just a 
component of the job.  

I guess we’re always safe in our 
decision to go back to the original, 
and still the best, customer 
service provider—God, or mom, 
whichever comes to mind at your 
time of need. 

■ Mullally is the director of communications 
and media services and editor of the DCA. 
She resides in Lincoln with her husband, 
Matt, and children, Abby and Ryan.
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To help you understand the 
legislative process in North Dakota 
and how to reach your state and 
federal offi cials, the North Dakota 
Catholic Conference has two 
documents available to the public.  

The fi rst is a directory of all 
state and federal offi cials. It 
comes in a brochure-size trifold 
to make it easy to take it with 
you. The second is a larger guide 
explaining the legislative process, 
how you can testify before a 
legislative committee, how to fi nd 
your legislators’ votes and other 
useful information. Both of these 
documents are available online 
(ndcatholic.org) and are sent by 
regular mail to people who have 
joined the conference’s legislative 
action network.   

Stay informed
Members of the legislative 

action network receive, in addition 
to the directory and legislative 
guide, regular e-newsletters 
throughout the legislative session 
and action alerts. These action 
alerts are the best way to act 
quickly on legislative items of 
concern to the Catholic Church. 
You can join the network through 
the conference website at: 
ndcatholic.org/registration.

Want to stay even more 
informed? To get the most up-
to-date information, subscribe 
to the conference’s RSS feed, 
Facebook, and Twitter pages. 
These services provide more up-
to-the-minute information than 
the e-newsletters. 

Real Presence Radio
Throughout the session I will 

give legislative updates, wrap-
ups, and calls to action on various 
Real Presence Radio programs. 
This North Dakota-based Catholic 
network now reaches across most 
of the state.  Make an effort to 
listen and stay informed. 

Come to the Capitol
Every North Dakotan should 

take some time to visit the Capitol 
during the legislative session. 
It is your capitol. If you have 
never done so, take some time 
and schedule a tour. The Capitol 
building has some great features 
and stories to go with it.  

Take some time to attend a 
committee hearing, even if it 
is about an issue that does not 
interest you. Committees are 
where most of the work of the 
legislature is done. Listen to how 
legislators ask questions and the 
interaction between legislators 
and the lobbyists and citizens who 
testify. All committee meetings are 
open to the public. Walk in, even if 
the door is closed.  

Committee hearing schedules 
for the week usually come out the 

preceding Friday. That sometimes 
gives only a short notice to those 
who want to attend a Monday 
hearing. The North Dakota 
legislature moves fast. 

The chairman, which is the 

proper term, even if the person 
is a woman, determines how to 
run the committee meetings. 
Most chairmen will try to stick to 
the time scheduled for a hearing. 
If a hearing runs long, the next 
scheduled hearing will follow. Just 

wait.
However, a few chairmen will 

take the agenda as a list. As soon 
as one hearing is fi nished, the next 
will start, even if the next hearing 
is scheduled for later. You may 
arrive at the scheduled time only 
to fi nd that you are too late. This 
is frustrating and complaints have 
been made, but some chairmen 
continue to operate in this 
manner.  

A hearing will usually begin 
with an introduction by the 
legislator who introduced the bill, 
followed by testimony in support 
of the bill. The committee will then 
hear testimony against the bill. 
Most committees will not allow 
neutral testimony. The committee 
will usually not discuss and vote 
on the bill until a later time, which 
usually is not scheduled.

Everyone can testify. Legislators 
like hearing from “regular” 

citizens. Keep your testimony 
short and try to discuss the 
legislation rather than the 
broader issue. For example, if a 
bill is about a specifi c high school 
graduation requirement, talk 
about that requirement and not 
the state of public education in 
general. 

Worship and celebrate 
Every session, the North 

Dakota Catholic Conference 
shows their appreciation for 
our elected offi cials with a Mass 
followed by dinner. Everyone is 
invited to the liturgy. Please come 
join our elected offi cials for this 
special Eucharistic celebration on 
Thursday, January 29 at Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck, 
starting at 5:30 p.m.  Bishop David 
Kagan will celebrate. Bishop John 
Folda will be the guest homilist.   

Featured Columnists

Balancing Church
& State

CHRISTOPHER DODSON

The new North Dakota legislative session
has started . . . So should we

“Every North 
Dakotan should 
take some time 

to visit the Capitol 
during the 

legislative session.”

Children can benefit from social networking 
sites like Facebook, but it is essential they know 
how to use them safely. Use the following tips to 
ensure your child’s online presence is safe:

• Check your child’s friend lists to see who has 
access to his or her profile. Make sure your 
child personally knows all friends.

• Teach your child to set profiles to private, 
but be aware that privacy settings do not 
guarantee complete privacy.

• Have your child remove any inappropriate 
content and photos, and delete any 
personal information.

• Check profiles of your child’s friends to see 
if they are revealing information or photos 
about your child.

• Report inappropriate or criminal behavior 
to the appropriate authority. Most sites have 
a reporting mechanism for non-criminal 
behavior. Criminal behavior should be 
reported to law enforcement agencies and 
the CyberTipline® at cybertipline.com.

Teach your child to use 
social networking safely
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Reach nearly 23,000 homes in western North Dakota by advertising in the Dakota Catholic Action newspaper!
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Picture yourself here.
Place your ad in this spot by calling

701-204-7190.

Kim Dvorak
Director of Development and Planned Giving
Diocese of Bismarck
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kdvorak@bismarckdiocese.com
catholicfoundationdob.com

If I can show you a way to 
redirect��������	
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���
your family, church, Catholic 
school or our diocese, will 
you give me a half an hour to 
discuss that with you?

Igniting and Kindling the Flame of the Faith

“[The laity] should spread the faith of Christ among those with whom they are connected 
by social and professional ties, and this obligation is all the more urgent since so many 
men can only come to hear the Gospel and recognize Christ through lay people who are 
their neighbors.”

Vatican II, Ad Gentes Divinitus

Fostering the Encounter
Join Catholic adults from around the state in discovering 

your role in the New Evangelization.
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St Anthony Parish, Linton, ND
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Sponsored by Diocese of Bismarck

The theme encompasses several concepts that are at the heart of a Catholic 
education. First, schools are communities—small families in their own right, 

but also members of the larger community of home, church, city and
nation. Faith, knowledge and service are three measures by which

any Catholic school can and should be judged.
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