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Idelle Badt (left), a novice, and Sister Claire Schmitt, OSB, of
Annunciation Monastery stand looking west observing the
charred earth that was left after a recent massive prairie fire south
of Bismarck. The fire burned all around the monastery cemetery,
but miraculously did not damage the cross or any headstones.
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40 years of the priesthood
Bishop Kagan reflects on living his vocation
Editor’s note: As Bishop Kagan
celebrates his 40th anniversary
in the priesthood, he comments on
his lifelong vocation and service
to the Lord. He writes, “I would
like to say thank you to all of our
Catholic people in the Diocese
of Bismarck. You have been so
very good to me and I promise
to continue to pray for all of you
each day. Please pray for our
priests, deacons, seminarians
and consecrated religious women
and men. They are the ones who
continue to give joy to your lives
and to mine.”
DCA: What or who most
influenced you to become a priest
and how?
DDK: The person was the
pastor of my home parish of St.
Peter, Spring Grove. Father John
Daleiden was an older man, but
he was very kind to all and he was
always available to anyone. Our
town was very small (125 people)

and on most days you would see
him walking around town and
visiting with people. That really
impressed me as a youngster. I
guess to put it another way, Father
Daleiden was present to his parish
and I wanted to be a priest like

him. The activity that had a great
influence on me becoming a priest
was to serve as an altar boy at
daily Mass. Being so close to the
altar and to Our Lord so frequently
I know had a tremendously good
influence on me. Certainly my
family, the good Sisters who
taught me in grade school and so
many others as I was growing up
and preparing for ordination had
such a good influence on me. But
my pastor and serving Mass stand
out for me as I look back over not
only my 40 years as a priest but
back further to the discerning of
my vocation.
DCA: What have been some of
your memorable experiences in
40 years as a priest?

DDK: I have had so many
wonderful and holy and inspiring
experiences in my 40 years as a
priest so I will recount just a few.
When I had been ordained a priest
almost 3.5 years, I was privileged
to be back studying Canon Law
in Rome and was in St. Peter’s
Square for the election of Pope
Saint John Paul II on Oct. 16,
1978, and then I met him with my
Bishop on Nov. 9, 1978 (which
was also my 29th birthday).
Another memorable, and very sad,
experience for me was the first
funeral Mass I offered for a little
boy who had been hit and killed
by a car. I have never forgotten
that Mass and, to this day, I pray
Continued on Page 4
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Model our lives after Our Blessed Mother
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

A

s we enter the month of
May, my own thoughts,
at least this year, go back
to last month. I say this for two
reasons, on April 2 we celebrated
the 10th anniversary of the death
of Pope Saint John Paul II, and
on April 25 we celebrated as a
Diocese the Year for Consecrated
Life. For so many of us who have
many and wonderful memories
of Saint John Paul II as well as
of the great religious sisters,
priests and brothers whom we
have had as teachers, pastors and
friends, these two days still give
us an opportunity to celebrate

this month of May in an especially
fruitful way.
The month of May has been
dedicated by long custom to Our
Blessed Mother. It goes without
saying how totally devoted Pope
Saint John Paul II was to her
throughout his entire life and
especially his life as a bishop and
then the successor to St. Peter.
Clearly, Our Blessed Mother is the
paragon of every virtue and the
first to be consecrated to the life of
the Evangelical Counsels lived in
community with Jesus and Saint
Joseph. She is the model for all of
us, but in a most intimate way for
every consecrated religious.
Like St. John Paul II, should
we not increase our devotion to
Our Blessed Mother? He credited
her with saving his life from that
assassination attempt in St. Peter’s
Square. His motto as a bishop
and as Pope was Totus Tuus
(Latin phrase meaning totally
thine) which reflected not only
his love and devotion for her but
his life-long effort to emulate her
faith, hope and charity and her
poverty, chastity and obedience in
doing God’s holy will. One of the
things Saint John Paul II taught
the world was that none of us or
the world ever has to settle for
mediocrity. We do not need to
accept the fact that some things
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cannot be made right and we must
simply accept bad situations.
His life, emulating Our Blessed
Mother, proves that the power of
evil and of the wicked is not to be
feared. More than ever we need his
message “be not afraid,” and we
need his example of courageous
reliance on Jesus and Our Blessed
Mother’s intercession with Him.
Having just observed the Year
of Consecrated Life with so many
of our religious women and men
from our Diocese and from North
Dakota, as well as many of you our
faithful Catholic men and women
and children, we were inspired to a
greater love for and understanding
of the Evangelical Counsels by our
two keynote speakers. It was a day
of great joy and blessings for all of
us. We heard how the consecration
of women and men in the Church
is so essential for the Church itself
and for the world at large. It is the
intentional renunciation of the
“things” of the world so that some
women and men can be totally
for the world and its betterment
spiritually and temporally. We
also learned that the living of the
Evangelical Counsels is not just for
some, but also for all of us since
it is part and parcel of our first
vocation to holiness which each of
us received at baptism. Who better
to model our lives after than Our
Blessed Mother? Who better to
show us why and how the “better
part” is to make Jesus the center
of our lives than Our Blessed
Mother?
So as we begin this month of
May let us be resolved to look to
Our Blessed Mother and one of her
most devoted children, Pope Saint
John Paul II, to help us keep our
eyes not on ourselves but on Jesus.
Then our days will be happier,
more peaceful and more fruitful.

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
MAY 2015

May 1

May 2
May 3

May 4-6
May 10

May 12

May 13
May 14

May 15
May 17

May 19

May 20

May 21

May 23
May 26
May 30
May 31

• Home on the Range Board Meeting,
Home on the Range, Sentinel Butte,
2 p.m. MDT
• Home on the Range Spring Banquet,
Home on the Range, Sentinel Butte,
5 p.m. MDT
• University of Mary Commencement,
Civic Center, Bismarck, 1:30 p.m.
• Confirmation at the Church of St.
Patrick, Dickinson, 8:00 a.m.
• Confirmation for the Church of St.
Wenceslaus, Dickinson, 11 a.m. MDT
• 2015 Region VIII Conference of
Tribunal Personnel, Bismarck
• Confirmation at Church of St.
Anthony, New Town, 11:00 a.m.
• Confirmation at the Church of
St. Pius V, New Salem, 3:00 p.m.
• Annual Mass and Pastoral Visit to
CHI St. Alexius Health, Bismarck,
10:30 a.m.
• Catholic Charities General Board
Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 12 p.m.
• Confirmation at the Church of Corpus
Christi, Bismarck, 7 p.m.
• Leadership Formation Day with the
University of Mary, Radisson Hotel,
Bismarck
• Confirmation at the
Church of St. Anne, Bismarck, 7 p.m.
• Confirmation for Churches of
St. Bernard, Belfield, and St. Mary,
South Heart, at Belfield, 8:30 a.m. MDT
• Confirmation at the Church of the
Epiphany, Watford City, 1 p.m. MDT
• Real Presence Radio interview, 9 a.m.
• Presbyteral Council meeting, Center
for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck,
10 a.m.
• Celebration Mass in honor of
priests celebrating major
anniversaries of ordination,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 3 p.m.
• Confirmation at the Church of Christ
the King, Mandan, 7 p.m.
• All-staff Mass, Chancery chapel,
8 a.m.
• Directors’ Meeting, Center for
Pastoral Ministry, 9:15 a.m.
• Pentecost Vigil Mass, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 5 p.m.
• Blue Mass, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 6 p.m.
• Geffre Family Memorial Mass,
Church of St. Mary, Hague, 5 p.m.
• Graduation at Trinity High School,
Dickinson

SOCIAL MEDIA
Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for
videos from the Church in western N.D.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan breathes over the Chrism oil, invoking the Holy Spirit as he consecrates
the oil during the annual Sacred Liturgy of the Blessing of Oils and Consecration of Holy
Chrism Mass held on March 30 at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.
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Uniting a community
Sisters reach out to Hispanic residents

By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor
So, three nuns stand outside of
a Wal-Mart…
No, it’s not an opening line to a
joke. It happens on a regular basis
in Williston; and it’s no joke, at all,
when you are trying to reach the
faithful.
In fact, evangelizing outside
of Wal-Mart in Williston is very
serious work for three Sisters of
Mary Immaculate of Guadalupe
from Mexico. The Catholic
Extension Society has identified
Williston as mission territory,
which led to them providing a fiveyear grant to bring the Sisters to
the oil patch region late last year.
After spending, several weeks at
special training, which included
lessons in the English language
and culture, the sisters serve at St.
Joseph parish in Williston.
Whether inside the parish or
sharing information outside of
Wal-Mart, Sisters Brenda, Rosa
and Azucena, say they’ve have
found a very warm and welcoming
community offering charity
and kindness. They consider
themselves blessed to serve in the
United States. For Sisters Rosa
and Azucena, it was their first time
in America.
The trio arrived last fall, but
after a short time went to the
Mexican American Catholic
College in San Antonio for
training. They returned to
Williston in January to begin their
mission, what they describe as
“little by little and step by step,” to
reach out to the faithful.
They found that very few
Hispanic families were attending
Mass. In fact, they learned
that very few even knew where
the church was located or
when services were scheduled.
“Our main challenge is to give
information to the public. Many
of the Hispanic families don’t
know each other,” explained Sister
Brenda. “We work on getting them
to know each other so they don’t
feel alone. Now, we find families
inviting other families to their
homes and to Mass.”
The Sisters serve as the conduit
to bring the Hispanic community
together. They have begun
several programs that serve as
outreach. Just to name a few,
they are teaching CCD classes in
Spanish to adults and children,
putting together a Spanish choir,
teaching guitar lessons to children,
and praying the rosary. “We
are nuns and our very presence
is evangelization,” said Sister
Brenda. That’s why they are
working diligently to make their
presence known in subtle ways
such as showing up outside WalMart and starting conversations.
They go to Laundromats and even
have been going door-to-door in
neighborhoods and man camps to
reach Hispanic people.
The Sisters realize they must
go to where the people are. Since
many of the Hispanics are men
who work for oil companies, they
work long hours with little down

time. The Sisters explained that
in their Hispanic culture, it is the
woman who brings the man to
church. She is the motivator in the
household.
The Sisters also know the
importance of being flexible to
accommodate odd work schedules
by making themselves available
to teach CCD or work with those
seeking training for receiving the
sacraments when asked. “We do
activities that will engage them
with each other and with the
church,” Sister Brenda said about
the Spanish-speaking people. “We
have found that people travel a
great distance from places like
New Town, Tioga and Watford
City. We want to accommodate
everyone.”
Currently, the St. Joseph parish
offers Spanish Mass once a month.
The Sisters would like that to
increase, but are aware of the
fact that the community needs to
remain united and not separate
from the English-speaking
parishioners.“We should be one
united community,” Sister Brenda
said. “You don’t have to speak
English or Spanish to receive Jesus
Christ. But it’s also difficult to get

Town

The Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Guadalupe from Mexico, Sisters Brenda, Azucena and
Rosa , met with Bishop Kagan shortly after arriving in the U.S. to work in the oil patch
region of the state.

the Hispanic community to come
to Mass if they don’t understand
any of it. We are working to break
that down and get them to come to
Mass every week.”
There are many ways the
Sisters work diligently to break
down barriers. They smile as
they recall the time when they
invited several people to enjoy
homemade tamales. They ended
up with a woman originally from
the Philippines, another who had

and

grown up in Mexico before moving
to America in her teen years and
others with varying backgrounds.
Soon, strangers became friends
and now they talk to each other
after Mass.
It’s that connection that the
Sisters use to measure their
success. They are working to
create a community of the faithful
that looks beyond the cultural and
language barriers to celebrate as
one.

Country

Celebration

*ULY   s St. Anthony, N.D.
Come enjoy a day of family fun, fellowship, food
and Mass with Bishop Kagan
Hosted at the Marty and Kelly Schaff ranch along with
Msgr. Chad Gion and the parishioners of Spirit of Life, Mandan,
Church of St. Anthony, St. Anthony and St. Martin, Huff.
All are welcome–young and old, from town and country
Schaff Angus
Valley Ranch
6110 County Road 81
St. Anthony, ND
From Mandan take Highway 6 south 20 miles,
turn east on County Road 135, go 3 miles.
Travel south 1 mile, east 1 mile and
south again ¼ mile (gravel road).

Registration begins at 11 a.m. DST
Blessing of animals, land and machinery begins at Noon
Free lunch and entertainment following the blessing and
Mass outdoors with Bishop Kagan will be at 2:30 p.m.
Register at bismarckdiocese.com/townandcountry or call 204-7209.
Registration required for an accurate meal count.

Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, umbrellas and whatever you need
to make it an enjoyable day outside.
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40 years of the priesthood
Continued from Page1
for his parents who told me later
that the only thing that got them
through that horrible moment was
their faith. Another memorable
moment for me happened many
years after I stopped teaching
religion in our Catholic high
schools. I was in a food store and
this young lady came over to me
and asked if I was Father Kagan
and when I said that I was she told
me that I had taught her in her
senior year the course on Christian
Marriage. She told me she had
been married for a few years and
just had their third child and she
wanted to tell me how much she
remembered from that course and
that she was very grateful for what
I taught her. As a priest, and now a
bishop, I have come to realize that
the really big moments in one’s life
are few and very far between; it’s
the ordinary moments with others
that have made a big difference for
me.
DCA: What have been some
of your memorable experiences
in the 3.5 years as Bishop of the
Diocese of Bismarck?
DDK: Since I have been the
Bishop of Bismarck I have had
so many wonderful experiences
but to name just a few I would
say first, Nov. 30, 2011 as the day
I was ordained and installed as
the Bishop of Bismarck. I shall
never forget that beautiful day.
The years of 2012, 2013 and 2014
when I was privileged to ordain
nine men as diocesan priests
and one man as a Benedictine

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan blesses those in attendance as he exits Mass at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

DDK: Two things, among
a pretty good understanding of
many, that I have always enjoyed
the priesthood in a general way.
are celebrating the beautiful
However, as the Bishop of the
liturgies of our Church: Holy
Diocese, I would like to explain to
Mass and the other sacramental
them why I so often ask them to
pray for all of our priests and their liturgies. As both priest and
Bishop, I have always enjoyed
own parish priests in particular.
hearing the confessions of our
It isn’t because being a priest is
people and our people in the
a burden, because it is just the
Bismarck Diocese edify me. They
opposite. It is a true privilege.
make use of this great sacrament
The man who is ordained a priest
often and in large numbers and
remains a priest for all eternity
and his eternal reward depends on that is a tremendous help and
how well he has imitated Jesus for consolation for me. Another aspect
each of his people every day he has of my priestly ministry, which I
served them. This great privilege is have always enjoyed, is teaching,
not easy and what helps any priest whether in a classroom or in a less
structured setting. It helps me to
more than we know is that others
keep up with my own reading and
are praying for him to be faithful
study and I learn a great deal from
to Christ and His people. The
those whom I teach especially by
priesthood is a distinct vocation,
the questions they ask. Finally,
which God gives to
some in His Church, what I enjoy and look forward to
are the gatherings I am able to
just as is marriage,
have with our good priests. To
the consecrated
be able to pray together, to have
life and the chaste
a meal and simply visit with one
single life. Each
another is a true joy for me.
has its own serious
DCA: What are the most
responsibilities,
challenging
parts about your
but for every priest,
ministry?
he has the added
DDK: The challenges, which I
responsibility
have
as the Bishop, are not much
of spiritual
different
from those which our
fatherhood and
pastors
face
from day to day,
spiritual leadership
except
that
mine
are on a larger
of the Christian
scale.
For
me,
the
two greatest
community he
challenges are vocations and
is to pastor. Any
meeting the growing pastoral
priest will tell you
needs of our Diocese. Vocations
the joys are many
are always a challenge because as
Submitted photo and the sorrows
I have said on many occasions, we
Bishop Kagan (left) had the privilege of meeting Pope John
or frustrations are
can never have enough priests to
Paul II in Rome in 1978.
few but what he
serve in our parishes. Our Catholic
needs more than
priest for Assumption Abbey. Our
people are very understanding
anything are the prayers of his
Eucharistic Conference, Thirst
of this need and their constant
people. Finally, if I could add just
2013 was a truly blessed moment
prayers and continued generosity
one more thing to everyone’s list
in our Diocese’s life as over 7,000
in supporting vocations and
of prayer intentions, I ask all to
people came together to pray and
all of our priests is appreciated
continue to pray for an increase
to deepen their knowledge and
by me and by our priests and
in vocations to the priesthood
appreciation of our faith and the
seminarians. We are all aware of
and consecrated life among the
Most Holy Eucharist. The Holy
the various kinds of growth our
Spirit has continued to shower His young men and women of our
Diocese continues to experience
Diocese. When you pray for your
countless graces on all of us as is
and among the many pastoral
priests add a prayer to God that
evidenced by the over 700 men
needs I hear of from our priests
He will send us more just like the
who participated in Thirst 2014,
is to try to provide for marriage
our Catholic Men’s Conference and wonderful priests He has given us. preparation for couples and to
I just know our Catholic Women’s
DCA: What do you enjoy most
provide solid, Catholic support
Conference, Thirst 2015 will be
about your ministry (as a priest
for marriages and families, as
just as powerful. I could go on,
and now as bishop)?
well as Catholic counseling for
but we have limited space. After
3.5 years I can only thank God for
Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
how He has blessed me through
the priests, religious and lay men
for May:
and women of our Diocese, and I
look forward to many more years
• Universal: Care for the suffering
of living our faith together, God
That, rejecting the culture of indifference, we may
willing.
care for our neighbors who suffer, especially the sick
DCA: As head of all the priests
and the poor.
in the diocese, what would you
• Evangelization: Openness to mission
like lay people to understand
That Mary’s intercession may help Christians in
about priesthood?
secularized cultures be ready to proclaim Jesus.
DDK: I think that our laity has

couples and families, in difficult
circumstances. I am working
with our dedicated and faithful
Diocesan staff to assist our
pastors and those who cooperate
with them in these areas, but
the challenges are there and
I think it is for me and for all
of us to transform them into
opportunities for greater faith
and greater involvement in our
Catholic parish life. None of this
happens overnight and certainly
not without a great deal of prayer
and sacrifice, but it is so worth it in
the end. If we can bring others to a
deeper knowledge of and love for
Jesus by whatever we do, what a
blessing for us all!
DCA: On a lighter note, what
does your “perfect day” look like?
DDK: Well, if I could construct
a “good day” it would go like this:
an early morning walk with Dash,
drinking several cups of strong
black coffee in the early morning,
making my daily holy hour and
praying the Office and saying
the Rosary, offering daily Mass,
keeping the appointments on my
daily schedule. If I could construct
an even “better day”, it would be
all of the above plus no telephone
calls, no emails, and no text
messages. If I could construct my
“perfect day” it would still be all of
the above and the Chicago Bears
finally beat the Green Bay Packers.
That’s perfection!

CLERGY
APPOINTMENTS
Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan,
D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The following appointment, with the
permission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D.,
P.A., J.C.L., will be effective May 15, 2015.
The Reverend
Adam J. Maus,
to be the Parochial
Administrator for
Church of St. Jerome,
Mohall, Church of St.
James, Sherwood, and
Church of St. John,
Lansford
Fr. Adam Maus

The following appointment, with the
permission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D.,
P.A., J.C.L., will be effective July 1, 2015.
The Reverend
William E. Ruelle,
Pastor of St. Bernard
Parish, Belfield, St. Mary
Parish, South Heart and
Ss. Peter & Paul Parish,
New Hradec, to be also
Chaplain and Spiritual
Advisor for Cursillo in
Fr. William
the Diocese of Bismarck
Ruelle

The following appointments, with the
permission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D.,
P.A., J.C.L., will be effective August 1, 2015.
The Reverend
Frank J. Schuster,
Pastor of St. Hildegard
Parish, Menoken, and
Sacred Heart Parish,
Wilton, to provide parttime and temporary
Clergy Assistance for
Campus Ministry at
the University of Mary, Fr. Frank
Schuster
Bismarck.
The Reverend Robert P. Shea,
Parochial Vicar for St.
Mary Parish, Bismarck,
and Diocesan Ethicist for
Health Care, to provide
part-time and temporary
Clergy Assistance for
Campus Ministry at
the University of Mary,
Bismarck.
Fr. Robert Shea
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He is not here for He is
risen just as He said.
Matthew 28:6

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
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Bishop takes part in
“Boss Lift” event
Bishop Kagan was invited to observe military activities in
an “Operation Boss Lift” event recently. Bishop, along with
other employers of National Guard and Reserve members,
were transported via Blackhawk helicopter to tour a military
installation site north of Bismarck. The ESGR or Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserve program hosts the event
to give employers a better understanding of the quality and
scope of training provided to military members.

Submitted photos

Badlands Choice Clinic in Dickinson nears opening
By Linda Sailer
the space, with Bishop Kagan’s
approval.“It’s our way to help
The Dickinson Press
with the endeavor,” church pastor
The Badlands Choice Clinic of
Rev. Todd Kreitinger said. “I’m
Dickinson is nearing its opening
always humbled, whether its the
date, when it begins to offer
Homeless Coalition or Marlo
support services during crisis
pregnancies, parenting classes and and her group, that every life is
priceless. Every young woman has
testing for sexually transmitted
one less thing to worry about. She
diseases.
has a friend helping her through
Volunteers from all walks of
this all.”
life are renovating the building
The entryway to the clinic opens
the former St. Patrick’s Church
into
a reception area and baby
convent at 313 Third St. W.,
boutique.
The upper level will
Dickinson. It will have a private
include
the
ultrasound room, the
entrance on the north side of the
director’s office, two counseling
building. The goal is to be open
rooms and storage space.
by the end of April or early May,
The board of directors
board of director’s president Marlo
continues to search for a part-time
Nelson said.“People from various
executive director and registered
walks of life have come together
and decided to make this happen,” nurses.
she said. “There’s a huge need.
Groups within the community
We wanted one service center for
are helping to raise the money
women to find help with crisis
for the renovation and operating
pregnancies.”
expenses.“We’re looking for
businesses to sponsor a day of
As stated in its mission
expenses,” she said.
statement, the clinic seeks to
“empower women and families
Donations needed:
to make life-affirming pregnancy
For more information, contact
decisions through counseling,
Jessica Dukart at
education, compassion and aid
through the gospel of our Lord,
701-483-8806
Jesus Christ.”
There will be no charge for
The board of directors envisions
services. “Honestly a person
pregnancy tests, community
may not realize that some people
referrals and networking,
can’t afford a $10 pregnancy kit,”
peer counseling, limited
Nelson said. “We’re hoping that
ultrasound, abortion recovery
when women come in the door for
support, parenting classes and
STD testing, they will establish a
breastfeeding classes.
relationship with us if they find
The center also envisions
themselves in a crisis pregnancy.
STD testing, an “Earn While
We will provide whatever it is a
You Learn” program and a baby
person needs. People are desperate
boutique, Nelson said.
for information about what’s going
The center is modeled after a
on within their bodies. We want to
First Choice Clinic in Bismarck,
remove that fear. We are there to
and it will become an affiliate
help you.”
of Heartbeat International.“We
Nelson describes the clinic
don’t have to reinvent the wheel,”
as a dream coming true. “I’m so
Nelson said. “They have been
excited,” she said. “Everything
doing this for years. We’re able to
happens in God’s time — the right
study what works and what’s best
people come into your life.”
for us.”
The total start-up cost is
The vision for a clinic started
estimated at $20,000, which
years ago, but the biggest obstacle
includes plumbing, flooring,
was finding a location that was
windows, handrails, safety
affordable.“It was a stumbling
equipment, lighting repairs,
block and we had no funds,”
signage and Heartbeat
Nelson said. The Knights of
International membership. For
Columbus councils in Dickinson
further information about the
stepped forward to purchase
center or to offer support, contact
the ultrasound machine, and
Jessica Dukart at 701-483-8806.
St. Patrick’s Parish provided

Submitted photo
The Knights of Columbus councils in Dickinson provided funding for an ultrasound
machine for the Badlands Choice Clinic that is scheduled to open soon in the former St.
Patrick’s Church convent. Pictured with the machine are (l to r): Fr. Todd Kreitinger, Church
of St. Patrick, Marlo Nelson, facility board of director’s president; and Mike Kreitinger, who
spearheaded the fundraising effort with the Knights.

UPCOMING EVENTS
■ Marriage encounter weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekends are May 1-3 and
July 17-19 in Buffalo, Minn.; September 11-13 in Irene, S.D. and International
Falls, Minn.; October 9-11 in Buffalo, Minn.; and November 20-22 in Prior
Lake, Minn. and Medora, N.D. Early registration is highly recommended.
For more information visit our website at: ndwwme.org or contact Rob and
Angie at Applications@ndwwme.org or 701-347-1998.
■ Casino Night in Mandan on May 8
Christ the King School and Church is hosting a Casino Night
Friday, May 8, at the Mandan Moose, 111 11th Ave. NE. Social is at
6 p.m., dinner starts at 6:30 p.m., with gaming starting at 7:30 p.m., live
auction at 9 p.m. and silent auction at 9:20 p.m. Tickets $25/person. Buy
tickets online at christthekingmandan.weshareonline.org/Casino or at the
school. For more information call 663-6200.
■ Anniversary Mass for ordination is May 20
The public is invited to attend a special Mass to honor clergy who are
celebrating an anniversary of the holy priesthood. The Mass will be held on
Wednesday, May 20 at 3 p.m. at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck.
Celebrating are: Bishop Kagan (40); Msgr. Gerald Walsh (60); and Fathers
Stephen Kranz, OSB (60), John Pfeifer (50), George Pruys (40), John Guthrie
(25), Johnson Kuriappilly (25), Boniface Muggli, OSB (25), John Paul Gardner
(10), Paul Eberle (10), and Manuel Silva Cely, OSB (10).
■ Blue Mass is May 26
The fourth annual Blue Mass will be held on Tuesday, May 26 at 6 p.m. at
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. All are invited to attend this special
Mass to pray for all active, retired and deceased law enforcement officers, firefighters and emergency medical personnel.
■ NFP instructor training June 4-7
The Diocese of Bismarck Office of Family Life-Natural Family Planning is
hosting an instructor training for the Billings Ovulation Method June 4-7 at
the University of Mary in Bismarck. The training is for people who already use
the method who are seeking to help train other couples in the method. Contact
Tara Brooke at 701-426-0746 or tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com.
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God’s Share Appeal
“. . . let us love not in word
or speech, but in deed
and truth.”
1 John 3:18

My Dear Sisters and Brothers
in Christ,
Our 58th Annual God’s Share Appeal is upon us.
This appeal is very important to the diocese as your
gift helps to fund the spiritual, pastoral, educational
and temporal works critical in forming our families,
children and all individuals yearning for the love
and mercy of God.
This year’s goal is $3,200,000. With your donation,
we will be able to provide the necessary funding
that enables the Catholic Church in western North
Dakota to form our 24 seminarians and 16 diaconate candidates; train our religious
education catechists and adult faith formation leaders; help our young people grow in
faith and prepare for the reception of the Sacraments; promote the dignity of life and
marriage, and so much more. Our faith is lived in our parishes and around our dinner
tables. Our faith touches everything we do and everything we have.
As Catholics, we are called to share our faith, love and gratitude for all we have been
given. Your gift to the God’s Share Appeal helps provide all of the vital programs and
services that are highlighted in this issue of the Dakota Catholic Action. Please read
the next few pages to learn how these offices dispense the Lord’s tender mercies to
thousands of individuals and families in our diocese.
I have chosen, “...let us love not in word or speech, but in deed and truth.” 1 John
3:18 as our theme for our 2015 appeal. This theme reminds us of the many opportunities God gives us to live our faith anew with the talents and gifts that the Lord has
given to you.
You play a very important and necessary role in our diocesan family! I need you and
your prayers and financial support to keep our church alive and vibrant to serve you
and your loved ones for generations to come. We simply cannot continue to do the
Lord’s work without your support.
I am so deeply grateful to you for your continued prayers and financial support you
give to the Annual God’s Share Appeal. May the Lord’s abundant
blessings be yours today and always.
Sincerely yours in our Lord, Jesus Christ,

Most Reverend David D. Kagan
Bishop of Bismarck

Diocese of Bismarck

May 2-3, 2015

The Diocese of Bismarck is not
just one person, it is not just
one parish, it is an entire diocese
which is the Kingdom of God in
western North Dakota.
We are...
59,130 Catholic people
98 Parishes
1 Bishop
1 Retired Bishop
54 Priests
20 Retired Priests
24 Seminarians
81 Permanent Deacons
16 Men in Diaconate
Formation
1 Diocese
Living and Sharing our Faith
In 2014, we celebrated:
1,067 Baptisms
1,004 First Communions
1,018 Confirmations
287 Marriages
730 Deaths

WE RESPOND AS
DISCIPLES . . .
After reflecting on the importance of the
vital works of formation, outreach and
education funded through the God’s Share
Appeal and how you can help, please reflect
on the many gifts you have received from
God, including your family and financial
blessings. Next, pray about how God wants
you to use the gifts He has entrusted to
your care. Then, decide how you will share
your blessings with those in need and to
support the mission of your Diocesan
Church. Please prayerfully discern how
you respond to God’s generosity in your life
by making a generous pledge to the God’s
Share Appeal that impacts thousands of
lives in western North Dakota each year.

“. . . let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.”
1 John 3:18
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God’s Work

For more pictures and information on each office, please visit our diocesan website:

www.bismarckdiocese.com
Your donation to the 2015 God’s Share
Appeal supports all of the programs and
services provided by the following offices:
Adult Faith Formation
Archives
Bishop’s Office
Canonical Services
Chancery Office
Communications and Media Services
Continuing Education for Clergy
Education
Family Ministry
Fiscal Office
Missionary Activity
Moderator of the Curia/Vicar General
Permanent Diaconate
Planned Giving/Foundation
Respect Life and Natural Family Planning
Stewardship and Resource Development
Vicar for Presbyters
Vocations
Worship
Youth Ministry/Search

“. . . let us love not in word or
speech, but in deed and truth.”
1 John 3:18

Your gift supports the Office of Vocations.
Bishop Kagan hands over the bread and wine
to our newest ordained priest, Fr. Adam Maus
during his Ordination Mass. Your donation helps
pay for the education of all of our seminarians
who will one day serve us as priests. Currently,
we have 24 seminarians in formation.

Please continue to pray for our 24 seminarians
and for anyone else who is considering a call to
the religious life.

Stewardship and the God’s Share Appeal
The God’s Share Appeal is based on the concept of Christian Stewardship.
Stewardship is centered on the daily recognition that we are not the absolute
owners of ourselves, our time, our talents, or material goods. Rather, we have
received every gift of nature and grace from God. Through Baptism we are called
to use our time, talent and treasure in a responsible manner for our families,
our parish communities, the pastoral, educational and religious ministries of
the diocese, and for the global ministries of the universal Church. Stewardship
is not about just giving in order to fill a need. It is about living a life that shows
gratitude to the Lord for our lives, our skills and our resources.

Your donation to the God’s Share Appeal supports
numerous programs and services provided
through the Office of Family Ministry. Four of the
many programs are the Premarriage Workshops
for couples planning to become married; the
Retrouvaille Program that helps parishioners who
are in hurting marriages; the annual Celebration
of Marriage Day; and the Annual Town and
Country Celebration.

Your gift supports the Office of Permanent
Diaconate which coordinates the recruitment
and training of deacon candidates. Formation
to become a permanent deacon is a five-year
process, much of which is spent receiving
instruction in a classroom setting. Deacons
Jim Baker, Lance Gartner, Tom Magnuson,
and Dan Tuhy pose with Bishop Kagan after
their Ordination Mass. Currently, we have 81
Deacons with 16 men in formation.

Stewardship is . . .
• Receiving God’s Gifts Gratefully

• Nurturing God’s Gifts Responsibly

• Sharing God’s Gifts Justly

• Returning God’s Gifts Abundantly

Your donation supports all of the programs offered
through the Office of Adult Faith Formation. One
of these programs is the training offered to each
parish so they can conduct the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA), which is the process
for welcoming people into the Full Communion
of the Catholic Church. Bishop Kagan poses here
with the RCIA catechumens.

This year’s God’s Share Appeal theme, “...let us love not in word or speech,
but in deed and truth.” 1 John 3:18 In John’s letter, we learn that the way
we came to know of Jesus’ love for us, was that He laid down his life - as an
example for us to follow. By making a gift to this year’s God’s Share Appeal, you
are expressing your love as a Christian steward in deed and truth - supporting
Christ’s work here in western North Dakota.

Consider Different Possibilities

1. Make a pledge rather than a one-time gift.
2. Have your gift automatically deducted from your checking or savings account.
3. Use your credit card or debit card to make your gift.
4. Make your gift on-line at www.bismarckdiocese.com
5. Increase last year’s gift by a percentage or a specific dollar amount.
6. Pledge one percent of your income.
7. Make your gift using stocks, bonds, grain, livestock, securities, real estate, or
other personal property, which may have greatly increased in value. Should
you be considering this type of gift, contact the Office of Stewardship and
Resource Development at (701) 204-7208 for assistance.

Annual Household Income

1% Pledge

Down Payment

11 Monthly Payments

$12,000

$120

$10.00

$10.00

$24,000

$240

$20.00

$20.00

$48,000

$480

$40.00

$40.00

$60,000

$600

$50.00

$50.00

$90,000

$900

$75.00

$75.00

$120,000

$1,200

$100.00

$100.00

$180,000

$1,800

$150.00

$150.00

The Office of Communications
assists Bishop Kagan in
communicating with people of all
ages in a variety of way through
the Dakota Catholic Action
newspaper, on the diocesan
website (www.bismarckdiocese.
com) and through his Twitter
account (@VescovoDDK).

Your contribution supports all of our 20 retired
priests and Bishop Emeritus Paul A. Zipfel who
are a tremendous gift to our diocese. Through
the ministry of the Office of the Vicar for
Presbyters, we desire to reaffirm them and offer
encouragement to them as they experience their
sunset years. Bishop Kagan poses with Fr. Ray
Aydt, Fr. Cas Paluck, Fr. John O’Leary, and Fr.
Chris Walter after visiting and eating with them.

God’s Share Appeal
May 2-3, 2015
Diocese of Bismarck
520 N Washington Street,
Bismarck, ND 58501

The Office of Youth Ministry
coordinates the Search weekends,
the High School Youth Rally
and the Jr. High Youth Rally.
Your donation to the God’s Share
Appeal helps keep our future
leaders active and alive in our
Catholic Church.

Educational workshops are offered by several
diocesan offices to a variety of parish groups
throughout the year. Our priests, deacons,
parish employees, parish and finance council
members, are among the many
who benefit from the education provided.
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Obituaries
Father Kenneth Wald
Father Kenneth Wald, 83,
Minot, formerly
of Bismarck
and Douglas,
completed
his journey to
meet his Lord
on March 22,
2015, at Trinity
Hospital in
Minot. Mass
Fr. Kenneth Wald
of Christian
Burial was held March 26 at St.
Leo’s Catholic Church, Minot with
interment at Holy Cross Catholic
Cemetery, Douglas, N.D.
Kenneth J. Wald was born
January 31, 1932, in Strasburg,
ND, to Ignatius “Scotty” and
Lillian (Uhrich) Wald. He was
the oldest of six children. He
attended St. Benedict’s Catholic
Grade School in Strasburg where
in the second grade he fell in love
with the celebration of the Holy
Eucharist and received his calling
to the Catholic priesthood. He
furthered his Catholic education
at St. Mary’s Grade and High
Schools in Bismarck, St. John’s
University in Collegeville, Minn.,
and St. Paul’s Seminary in St.
Paul, Minn. While in the seminary,
he was the personal attendant for
Archbishop Sheen for a week and
it was the greatest experience of
his life. He was ordained a priest
on June 2, 1957, by Bishop Hacker
at the Cathedral of Holy Spirit in
Bismarck.
His first assignment after
ordination was at St. Leo’s
Catholic Church in Minot. He
went on to serve the communities
of Mott, New England, Douglas,
Ryder, Makoti, Donnybrook,
Tolley, Raleigh (where he started
a boarding school program and
also served as superintendent,
principal, athletic director, and
coach), Parshall, Plaza, Watford
City, Grassy Butte, Alexander,
Crosby, Noonan, Kenmare,
and finally Rice Lake after his
retirement in 2001.
He coached the Douglas Babe
Ruth Baseball team to the state
tournament while in Douglas. In
1974, he was named NDHSAA
cross countrycoach of the year
while stationed in Raleigh and
participated in steer riding at
the Raleigh rodeo. He won the
Brahma bull riding championship
at the Grant County Fair.
Fr. Wald was an avid downhill
skier and was able to ski in the
U.S., Canada, and Europe. He also
scuba dove the Cayman Islands
and the Great Barrier Reef.
He had the opportunity to meet
four popes while studying in and
visiting Rome.
In 1966, he purchased property
at Rice Lake and lived there until
2010, when health concerns
forced him to take up residence
at Wellington Assisted Living and
later at Somerset Court in Minot.
He established the Father &
Friends Scholarship Fund for new
6th grade students in the Minot
Catholic School system. He was
also a founding member of the
Hogan Society.
His proudest achievement was
being inducted into the Bishop
Ryan High School Hall of Fame in
2009.
Fr. Wald is survived by his
brother, Merlin “Boots” of Boise,
Idaho; sisters, Margaret Koch
of Bismarck, Sharon Pagasky of
McDonald, Pa., and Carol Kramer
of Minot; many nieces, nephews,

great-nieces, and great-nephews.
Fr. Wald was preceded in death
by his father and mother; brother,
Ronald “Spike”; brother-in-law,
Robert Koch; sister-in-law, Irene
Wald; and nephews, John Koch
and Robert Scott Koch.
Memorials can be sent to the
Bishop Ryan Catholic School c/o
Fr. Kenneth Wald Scholarship
Fund.

Sister Francis Schweitzer
Sister Francis Schweitzer,
94, a founding
member of the
Benedictine
Sisters of
Annunciation
Monastery,
Bismarck,
entered eternal
life March 23,
2015, at the
monastery. Mass Sister Francis
Schweitzer
of Christian
burial was held March 26 in
the Chapel of Annunciation
Monastery.
Sister Francis (baptismal name
Gertrude) was born June 24, 1920,
on a farm south of Dodge, N.D.
She was the 6th of 11 children of
Sebastian and Johanna (Vogel)
Schweitzer. She grew up in a
loving family where religion was
central. Four of the Schweitzer
daughters became Benedictine
sisters.
Sister Francis entered St.
Benedict’s Monastery, St.
Joseph, Minn. and made
monastic profession July 11,
1942. In 1944, she was one of 144
Benedictines from St Benedict’s
who volunteered to establish a
new community in Bismarck,
now known as Annunciation
Monastery.
Sister Francis cherished God,
family and her Benedictine
community. An excellent cook and
baker, she delighted in bringing
joy to others through her delicious
meals and baked goods. She was
a cook at St. Joseph’s Convent in
Mandan for 14 years and served
for 34 years as manager of the
dietary department at Garrison
Memorial Hospital.
Devoted to the Benedictine
monastic life for 72 years, she was
a faithful presence at community
prayer and had a special devotion
to the Blessed Mother. She prayed
the rosary daily.
Sister Francis is survived by
a sister, Frances Fleckenstein, a
brother, Adam, Bismarck; nieces
and nephews and the Sisters of
Annunciation Monastery.
Memorials may be made to
Annunciation Monastery.

Sister Agatha Reihl, OSB
Sister Agatha Reihl, 93, died
Feb. 7, 2015, at St. Scholastica
Monastery in Duluth, Minn. Her
wake service and Mass of Christian
Burial were celebrated on Feb.
14 in Our Lady Queen of Peace
Chapel at the monastery with Fr.
Brian Schultz presiding. Sister
Agatha is buried in Gethsemane
Cemetery at St. Scholastica
Monastery.
One of four girls and three
boys, Sister Agatha (baptismal
name Nathalia) was born on
Feb. 17, 1921 in Raleigh, N.D.
the daughter of Melchior and
Emmerentiana (Wagner) Riehl.
Raised on a farm, where she and
her siblings spoke only German,
Sister Agatha attended a country
school until seventh grade.

Because there were no local high
schools in rural North Dakota at
that time, she took and passed a
test that permitted her entrance
into Stanbrook Hall, a Benedictine
private high school for girls in
Duluth, Minn.
After graduation, at the age
of 17, she entered the Sisters
of St. Benedict of Duluth. She
professed her Triennial vows in
1940 and final vows in 1943. She
died just months short of her 75th
anniversary.
Sister Agatha spent much of
her life and career, from 1945 to
1961, in researching cancer and
teaching chemistry at the College
of St. Scholastica. When her
work at the cancer research lab
ended, she went on to the Catholic
University in Washington, D.C. to
earn her Ph.D. in chemistry and
biology. In 1965, she returned to
St. Scholastica as a professor of
chemistry.
Sister Agatha was preceded in
death by her parents and brother
Eugene. She is survived by her
brothers Emil and Theodore and
sisters Dorothy Leader and Alvina
Wang, many nieces and nephews
and her Sisters of St. Scholastica
Monastery. Her sister, Sister
Claudia Riehl, OSB, died just three
weeks after Sister Agatha.

Sister Claudia Reihl, OSB
Sister Claudia Reihl, 88, died
Feb. 26, 2015, at St. Scholastica
Monastery in Duluth, Minn.
Her wake service and Mass of
Christian Burial were celebrated
on March 7, just three weeks after
her sister, Sister Agatha’s, in Our
Lady Queen of Peace Chapel at the
monastery with Fr. Thomas Foster
presiding. Sister Agatha is buried
in Gethsemane Cemetery at St.
Scholastica Monastery.
One of four daughters and
three sons of Melchior and
Emmerentiana (Wagner) Riehl,
Sister Claudia (baptismal name
Mary Eva) was born on Feb. 13,
1927. She graduated from Flasher
High School in 1944 and entered
the Benedictine Sisters of Duluth,
Minn. in 1946. She professed her
Triennial vows in 1967.
As was common when Claudia
was a young Sister, she combined
study for her B.S. in elementary
education with classroom
teaching. She then earned her
masters degree in religious
education in 1967. For the first 20
years, she was a teacher of primary
grades before she became a
principal and junior high teacher.
In 1992, Sister Claudia began her
last and certainly major influential
ministry, her work the Benedictine
Health Stystem (BHS). To
memorialize Sister Claudia and
her nearly 20-year careers in
healthcare, the BHS Foundation
in 2010 established the “Sister
Claudia Riehl Living a Legacy
Program.” Each year the program
recognizes a person in each of the
system’s facilities who models

Sister Claudia’s dedication and
commitment to the BHS mission
and core values.
Sister Agatha was preceded
in death by her parents, brother
Eugene and sister Sister Agatha,
OSB. She is survived by her
brothers Emil and Theodore and
sisters Dorothy Leader and Alvina
Wang, many nieces and nephews
and her Sisters of St. Scholastica
Monastery.

Sister Judith Kuhn, OSB
Sister Judith
Kuhn OSB,
93, died April
14, 2015. The
funeral Mass
was celebrated
April 20 in
Bishop Marty
Memorial
Chapel. Burial
took place in the Sister Judith Kuhn
monastery cemetery.
Eleanor Elizabeth Kuhn was
born March 28, 1922, the oldest of
five children of Wendelin and Rosa
(Heimbuch) Kuhn of Halliday,
N.D. In grade school, she attended
a consolidated rural school. Her
high school years were spent at
St. Mary’s School, Richardton
and Mount Marty High School,
Yankton, S.D., graduating in 1940.
She graduated from Mount Marty
College in 1957 and from St. Louis
University in 1962 with a Masters
in hospital administration.
Eleanor entered Sacred Heart
Monastery June 14, 1939. She
was invested as a novice on June
23, 1940 and received the name
Judith. She made first profession
on June 24, 1941 and final
profession on June 24, 1944.
Sister Judith spent her first
years in education as a teacher
and principal in Glen Ullin,
Menominee, Nebraska and
Aberdeen, S.D. Her second career
was as chief executive officer of St.
Thomas More Hospital in Canon
City, Colo. from 1962 to 1987.
During her tenure, the hospital
built new buildings and expanded
services. She then began her third
career in pastoral ministry at St.
Michael’s Parish in Canon City.
Her ministry to shut-ins and the
bereaved was very rewarding,
and she served many from 1989
to 2002. She received the Holy
Father Pope John Paul II Honor
Medal at Pueblo Cathedral on
Dec. 3, 2000, an honor that filled
her with great gratitude to the
Lord. Sister Judith retired to the
monastery in 2002.
Sister Judith is survived by
her Benedictine community, her
sister, Leona Hoff, her sister-inlaw, Rosemarie and Marcella;
and many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by
her parents and her brothers:
Ralph, Leo and John; sisters-inlaw, Rosemarie, Marcella and
Catherine Kuhn; and brother-inlaw, Leonard Hoff.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN

The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection
of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing
the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage
anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward and let
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle,
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575.
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be
found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT

The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan
or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior. To enable
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is defined
for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing
effective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct
at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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My child has left the Church
Father Grafsgaard offers advice for parents

By Patti Armstrong
My child has left the Church,
what should I do? Why does it
seem like my prayers are not
answered? Those two questions
are heavy on the hearts of many
faithful Catholics.
Fr. Thomas Grafsgaard,
parochial vicar of St. Wenceslaus
of Dickinson, made them the
topics of his two talks at the
women’s Lenten retreat held at St.
Joseph in Mandan this year. “It’s
a common
theme in
families that
children
have left
the church,”
he said.
“Parents are
worried that
their kids
are not going
to church
Fr. Thomas Grafsgaard
and their
grandkids are
not getting baptized.” Although
the situations differ from family
to family, he said, the concern and
worry are the same.
Too many, according to him,
have not grasped the significance
of the Eucharist—Jesus’s body,
blood, soul and divinity. As
a result, he said, we hear the
complaint, “I don’t get anything
out of Mass.” Fr. Grafsgaard poses
this question in response, “What
did you expect to get out of it?”
He pointed out that when John
and Mary, the mother of Jesus,
and the two other Mary’s stood at
the foot of the cross, they were not
there to get anything out of it. The
apostles did not follow Jesus to get
something out of it either. “Only
Judas was looking for what he
could get out of it,” Fr. Grafsgaard
said.
Once children have rejected the
faith their parents tried to hand
down, he made seven suggestions.
1. Keep praying. Just as St.
Monica never stopped praying and
having faith in her son Augustine’s
conversion, so too must we
persevere.
2. Back off. “Don’t beat them
over the head with a Bible or whip
them with a rosary,” Fr. Tom said.
“If the person is not in a position
to receive the message, ease off the
gasoline.”
3. Make daily sacrifices.
“There are countless windows of
opportunities to offer up hidden
sacrifices for conversions,” Fr.
Grafsgaard said. Examples he gave
included leaving cream out of your
coffee or turning off the TV and
using the time to volunteer.
4. Learn more about your faith.
You will be in a better position to
explain and defend it the better
you know it. “You are not expected
to know all the answers, but you
can say, ‘I don’t know, but I’ll find
out.’”
5. Live your faith with joy. “I’ve
never heard anyone say they’ve
returned to the Church because
their mother harassed them,” he
said. “Pope Francis was not chosen
by Time magazine as Man of the
Year because he solved all the
world’s problems,” Fr. Grafsgaard
noted. “People are attracted to him
for his joy. They want that joy that
the world cannot give.”
6. Realize that love and freedom
go hand in hand. Just as God
did not stop Eve from listening
to the devil and eating the apple,
Fr. Grafsgaard explained that
we cannot make our children’s
decisions for them. He said to
pray, “Lord, my children and my

grandchildren are yours. I’m going
to bed now. I trust you have a plan
for them.”
7. Pray and trust that God can
reach them on their journey. There
are many roads that can lead to
God. Never doubt that God can
meet them on theirs.
During the second part of his
talk, Fr. Grafsgaard acknowledged
that after years of praying for
conversions or for other crosses
to be lifted, we are tempted to
become frustrated or even lose
faith. Directing his comments to
his female audience, he pointed
out that men tend to be problem
solvers while women, as nurturers,
often spend more time worrying.
He took a moment to consider the
female viewpoint in terms of our
worries and prayers.
Quoting John Paul II’s
encyclical on the Dignity of
Women, he said, “The dignity
of women is to love beyond
measure,” which leads us to
worry about our loved ones.
He explained that Eve, the first
woman, represented the pinnacle
of creation having been created
after Adam. “The devil went to
the woman,” he said. “If he can
get to the women, he can get to
humanity. As the mother goes, so
goes the family.”
Fr. Grafsgaard then brought up
contraception as one way that the
devil gets to women, convincing

them to discard their God-given
gift of sexuality for what is being
pushed as a societal right. “But in
reality, it is a war on women that
began with Eve,” he said. This was
not a change of subject, but rather
a demonstration how crucial it is
that we stay faithful to Catholic
teachings and thus, Our Lord.
Getting back to the question of
why God seems absent during our
prayers, he pointed out that Mary,
the Blessed Mother is the new Eve.
“God conquered the world through
the obedience of a woman.” And if
we look to her example, we come
to understand suffering better.
“Just as Jesus accepted ‘thy will,
not my will,’ so too did Mary,”he

explained. “While her son was
crucified, Mary did not run and
hide like Eve did. She stood there
and trusted that God knew what
he was doing.”
Likewise, he said, when our son
or daughter goes astray, we pray to
God, but then must trust that God
loves them more than we do. His
plan is better than ours. “What He
has to say to us is more important
than what we have to say to Him,”
Fr. Grafsgaard explained. “It will
be handled by His own design
and we must never forget that we
are never alone. God is working
for our best interest, even in our
darkest hours.”

Public Invitation
to Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Bismarck
With joy and thanksgiving to God, please join the Church of the
Diocese of Bismarck as they gather with Bishop David Kagan for the
Anniversary Mass of the Ordination
to the Holy Priesthood for:
Reverend Father Stephen Kranz, OSB (60) Reverend Father Johnson Kuriappilly (25)
Reverend Father Boniface Muggli, OSB (25)
Reverend Monsignor Gerald Walsh (60)
Reverend Father John Paul Gardner (10)
Reverend Father John Pfeifer (50)
Reverend Father Paul Eberle (10)
Reverend Father George Pruys (40)
Most Reverend Bishop David Kagan (40) Reverend Father Manuel Silva Cely, OSB (10)
Reverend Father John Guthrie (25)

Wednesday, May 20 • 3 p.m.
at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
520 N. Raymond Street, Bismarck

Keeping Kids with Disabilities Safe
Research has shown that children with
disabilities are 3 to 4 times more likely to be
maltreated than their typically developing
peers. Maltreatment includes physical, sexual,
emotional abuse and neglect. What can we do
to help keep children with disabilities safe?
All individuals that work with children with
disabilities and children in general should be
familiar with signs/symptoms and behaviors that
can indicate that a child is being maltreated.
Signs and symptoms can include poor or improper
hygiene, poor skin conditions and skin breakdown,
lack of medical and dental care, and lack of needed
adaptive equipment. Changes in behavior that can
be seen include a change in the way that affection
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is typically shown, sudden fear of being touched,
new onset of nightmares, changes in sleeping
patterns, and regression to previously mastered
tasks such as toileting. It is important to realize
that not all of these signs, symptoms or behaviors
mean that a child is being maltreated/abused,
however if you have a concern it is important to
contact your local child protection services agency
and/or law enforcement and emergency care as
needed in order to get these children the help that
they deserve. Together we can make a difference.
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Special celebrations

Cardinal McCarrick Visits
Diocese of Bismarck
Bishop Kagan
and Bishop Folda,
Diocese of Fargo,
welcomed the
Archbishop Emeritus
of Washington, D.C.,
Cardinal Theodore
McCarrick at Mass
at Christ the King in
Mandan on April 16.
Cardinal McCarrick
was in town for the
108th Knights of
Columbus convention
and celebrated four
Masses in Mandan.

Mother Mary Baptist marks silver jubilee
The Holy Face of Jesus announces the celebration of the
Silver Jubilee of Religious Profession of Mother Mary Baptist of
the Virgin of Carmel, OCD. All are invited to attend a Mass of
Thanksgiving on Wednesday, June 24 at 9 a.m. at the Carmelite
Monastery (2051 91st Street SE, near Hague).
The Most Rev. David D. Kagan will be the main
Celebrant. Priests wishing to concelebrate please bring alb
and stole. Due to the smallness of the current chapel, a sound
system will be set up outside so that those who do not fit into the
chapel can still participate in the Mass. Those attending are asked
to bring outdoor chairs and to pray for good weather. Those who
wish to greet Mother Mary Baptist may do so in the monastery
parlor after Mass.
Following the Mass, there will be a potluck reception at the
Knights of Columbus Hall in Hague, hosted by St. Mary’s Altar
Society. Those who attend are asked to bring a dish for the
potluck. Sandwiches, beverages and cake will be provided. Contact
Laura Eberle with any questions, or to volunteer to help with the
reception. Please RSVP to Laura Eberle no later than Friday, June
5 at lauramaeeberle@gmail.com or 701-336-7237 or
701-426-6868.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

12 | Dakota Catholic Action

Three sisters mark jubilees at Annunciation
Monastary
The Annunciation Monastery in Bismarck invites the public
to praise and thank God with their jubilarians on the renewal
of their monastic profession on Saturday, June 20. Eucharistic
Liturgy will be held at 1:30 p.m. in Our Lady of the Annunciation
Chapel, Benedictine Center for Servant Leadership (north of the
Bell Tower). Those celebrating are: 50-Year Jubilarian - Sister
Rosanne Zastoupil, OSB; and 75-Year Jubilarians - Sister Helen
Kilzer, OSB, and Sister Elizabeth Novy, OSB.
A reception will follow from 2:30 to 4 p.m. at Annunciation
Monastery in the monastic dining room.

Perpetual monastic profession for Sister DeGracia
Join the Benedictine Sisters of Annunciation Monastery for the
perpetual monastic profession of Sister Rosemary DeGracia, OSB
on Saturday, June 27. Share in the Eucharistic celebration with
the Rite of Profession at 1:30 p.m., Our Lady of the Annunciation
Chapel, Benedictine Center for Servant Leadership (north of the
Bell Tower).
A reception will follow at Annunciation Monastery in the
monastic dining room.

Balancing Church & State
Difficult finding the truth about SB 2279

CHRISTOPHER DODSON

When it comes to providing
accurate information, the state’s
news and social media sometimes
fail miserably.
Last session, the newspapers
inaccurately portrayed the
legislature as preoccupied with
abortion bills when the legislature
actually spent a relatively short
amount of time on the abortion
bills. The editorials, buttressed
by letters and social media posts,
then created the impression that
all the pro-life bills from the last
two sessions were struck down
by the courts. In fact, a court has
invalidated only one statute.
Perhaps the most egregious
example concerns the legislature’s
defeat of SB 2279, the “sexual
orientation non-discrimination
bill.” According to the narrative
created by the news and social
media something like this
happened: Following the example
of most states, legislators
introduced a bill that merely
banned discrimination against
someone because he or she is a
homosexual. The bill completely
addressed religious concerns, was
clear in its definitions, and was
widely supported by the business
community. Evidence was
presented that North Dakotans
were denied employment,
housing, and services because of
their sexual orientation. Religious
groups bullied legislators into
opposing the bill, citing religious

doctrines about the immorality
of homosexual relationships. The
bill was the most important issue
this session and the state House’s
defeat of the bill sends a message
that the state is not welcoming.
The problem with this portrayal
is that not a single sentence of it is
accurate. Not one. Here are several
points that reveal the truth.
A majority of the states do not
have laws like SB 2279 and most
that do, have better religious
protections.
The bill did not prevent
discrimination because of
someone’s mere orientation.
Instead, its definitions extended
to providing legal protection to a
specific set of acts that expressed
sexual orientation.
The bill did not include valid
religious exemptions and it
arguably scaled-back existing
religious protections already in the
law.
The bill was not widely
supported by the business
community. Only two businessrelated organizations supported
the bill and the state retail
association did not take a position.
Legislators reported that many
business owners, especially in the
days before its defeat, contacted
them with concerns about the bill.
Despite hours of testimony,
no one testified or brought forth
evidence of discrimination actually
based on sexual orientation. Most

of the wrongs that were alleged
were already penalized under the
law.
The North Dakota Catholic
Conference and the North Dakota
Family Alliance not only did not
“bully” legislators, but also actually
made little effort to defeat the bill.
The problems with the bill and the
bill’s supporters did that work for
them. We mostly just provided
answers to questions when asked.
The North Dakota Catholic
Conference’s opposition never
appealed to religious doctrine
or the morality of homosexual
acts. The opposition was based
solely on the problems with giving
certain acts and chosen behaviors
special protection under the law
and the lack of protections for
religion and conscience.
Although the bill was the
most important issue for some,
it certainly was not for most
North Dakotans. Except for
those who represented a few
select districts, many legislators
have expressed that they did not
receive many emails on the bill
and that those that were received
were split mostly equally between
supporters and opponents. The
issue certainly was important to
The Forum newspaper, which
took the unprecedented action of
using its front page to “expose”
legislators who voted against the
bill. The Forum apparently took
as its model the newspaper tycoon

from Citizen
Kane who
declared “If
the headline
is big enough, it makes the news
big enough.”
The defeat of the bill changed
nothing in the law. North
Dakota is just as welcoming as
it was before the bill’s defeat.
No evidence was presented
that discrimination because of
sexual orientation is occurring in
housing, employment, or public
accommodations and North
Dakota has been a magnet for
families, businesses, and young
entrepreneurs. If a negative
message is being sent, the bill’s
supporters, not the legislature, are
sending it.
The news media is not
solely responsible for all this
misinformation and its reporters
are less culpable than the editors.
Editors can exempt themselves
from the standards of journalism.
Twitter, Facebook, and blogs
compound the problem. We have
much “information” floating
around, but the truth can be
harder to find.
If there is a lesson to be learned
from all this, it is not just that we
need to work harder to find the
truth. We also need to pray that
our Father shows us the truth.
■ Dodson serves as executive director of the
N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in
matters of public policy.
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Pope Frank

ABBEY NAGEL

Taking us back
to our roots

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Father John O’Leary (far right) assists Bishop Kagan who administers the sacrament of
confirmation to Dean “Kateri” Bear King. Sister Anna Rose Ruhland stands behind Dean as
his sponsor.

Bishop administers sacraments
to care center resident
By Kirk Greff
Sanford Health
Tenants of Sanford Health
Marillac Manor were treated to a
unique opportunity during Bishop
Kagan’s annual visit. Dean Bear
King, a resident of the adjacent
St. Vincent’s Continuing Care
Center, received the sacraments
of First Holy Communion and
confirmation on March 19.
A little more than a year ago,
a visitor began appearing at the
back of the Marillac Chapel each
Sunday. Because many of the
Marillac tenants have ties directly
to St. Vincent’s, they immediately
knew Dean. Soon, the tenants
in Marillac Manor would greet
the visiting priest and then greet
Dean, as they would exit the
chapel.
Sister Anna Rose Ruhland, who
runs the pastoral care department
of both St. Vincent’s and Marillac
Manor, also noticed the visitor.
When she spoke to Dean, he
stated that he had been baptized
Catholic, but had never received
any of the other sacraments.
Through some coordination

with Bishop Kagan, Sister Anna
Rose seized the opportunity on
March 19 to bring Dean fully
into the church with the Bishop
administering the sacraments.
As part of confirmation, each
candidate is required to choose
the name of a saint. Dean quickly
chose the name Kateri Tekakwitha,
the first Native America canonized
a Catholic Saint.
After the ceremony, the tenants
of Marillac Manor were treated to
a breakfast held in honor of the
Bishop’s visit. While breakfast was
being served, tenants were tested
on their knowledge of St. Louise
de Marillac, the sponsoring saint
for which the manor is named.
Editor’s note: After submission
of this article, Dean Bear King
received one final sacrament,
anointing of the sick, from Fr.
Robert Shea, associate pastor of
St. Mary’s Parish in Bismarck.
Dean passed away on April 12,
Divine Mercy Sunday, at Sanford
Hospital in Bismarck. May his
soul, and the souls of all the
faithful departed, rest in peace.

By Abbey Nagel
On Divine Mercy Sunday of
this year, Pope Francis officially
declared the upcoming Jubilee
of Mercy from Dec. 8, 2015 until
Nov. 16, 2016. This isn’t a small
matter, as Pope Saint John Paul
II declared the last Jubilee Year
15 years ago in 2000.
A Jubilee Year is a special
Holy Year during which special
plenary indulgences are offered.
(Stay tuned for the details
on taking advantage of these
indulgences as the year begins.)
The Holy Year of Mercy will
kick off on the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception this
year, when the Holy Door of St.
Peter’s Basilica will be opened
and remain open for the duration
of the Jubilee Year. Though
it doesn’t officially start until
December of this calendar year,
it’s probably wise for us to start
preparing now. After all, Jubilee
years don’t come around too
often.
Pope Frank knew that many
would question why he decided
on this Holy Year, so he had his
answer ready: “Simply because
the Church, in this time of great
historical change, is called to
offer more evident signs of God’s
presence and closeness.”
Well, there you have it. Pope
Frank wants us, as the faithful
of the Church, to be signs of
God’s presence and closeness.
It sounds like a tall order. How
are we signs of God’s presence?
The answer is in showing and
receiving mercy.
Pope Francis went on to
explain, “Holy Year must keep
alive the desire to know how to
welcome the numerous signs of
the tenderness which God offers
to the whole world and, above
all, to those who suffer, who are

alone and
abandoned,
without hope of being pardoned
or feeling the Father’s love.”
It’s true that in this Year
of Mercy we are called by our
Holy Father to show mercy to
those around us, to show mercy
particularly to those who are
suffering, in need, or without
hope. But we need to keep in
mind that it’s also true that
we are called “to welcome the
numerous signs of tenderness
which God offers” to us
personally. It’s when we learn to
welcome the tenderness of God
that we can, in turn, reach out
and offer that tenderness and
mercy to others.
Some ways to welcome
the mercy of God during this
upcoming Holy Year would
be to increase our visits to the
confessional and learn how to
continue to pray the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy. Then, in turn, we
can reach out to those around us
and spread the mercy we receive.
It’s nearly impossible to miss
the secular media’s thoughts on
this Year of Mercy, wondering if
it will affect Church teaching. But
Pope Francis isn’t out to change
Church teaching. Instead, he’s
all about drawing us back to the
roots of the faith.
If you open up the Gospels
you would read about mercy on
most every page. It’s at the heart
of Christ’s teaching. And Pope
Frank simply wants to take us
back to those roots. It reminds us
what Christ’s love is all about, in
a world where mercy is seen as
weak and where there is no time
for compassion.
■ Nagel is the executive assistant to the
bishop at the Diocese of Bismarck. Her
column on the words and actions of Pope
Francis appears bi-monthly in the DCA.

Guest Column
SISTER KATHLEEN ATKINSON

Treating one another as Christ
By Sister Kathleen Atkinson, OSB,
Annunciation Monastery
Editor’s Note: In honor of the
Year of Consecrated Life, this is
the third in a series of personal
perspectives from those living this
holy life.
He was shy and frightened
when I first met him. Only days
out of prison, Mark was living in
a run-down room. No blankets,
sheets, or pillow did he have. Not
much in the way of food, nor a
change of clothing from the prison
khaki and t-shirt with which
he had been released. Through
Ministry on the Margins, I was
able to provide him with these
simple provisions. And it was then
that Mark taught me a profound
lesson about my own vocation.
“Sister Kathleen,” he ventured,
“I don’t know if I’m saying it

right, but I hope I’m saying thank
you enough. I’m just not used to
people being kind to me. You’re
kind and you even treat me like I
matter. Thank you.”
In Mark, and the many like him
with whom I have the privilege
to minister, I learn about the
meaning of my vocation as a
Benedictine Sister of Annunciation
Monastery—community, prayer,
and learning.
God has called me to a life of
community so that I can embrace
those who are on the fringes of
life. Living together with other
Sisters, I learn to serve in the daily
tasks of life. I learn to accept the
challenge of living with different
personalities, and my Sisters, in
turn, learn patience living with
me. It is tempting to seek the great
things that will be newsworthy

and bring notice; but I think what
we all seek most is kindness. I
learn kindness from my Sisters in
community and am able to extend
it to Mark.
God has called me to a life
of prayer so that I can reveal
God’s love to those who may not
believe they are loveable. It’s
easy to become busy in my many
projects and activities; I can waste
precious time at the computer or
television. However, the prayer
bell rings three times a day and
my busyness stops. I enter into
the most important action of my
day—praying the psalms with my
Sisters. I learn that prayer is the
source of all action and my actions
simply a channel of our Risen
Lord.
God has called me to a life
of learning. I learn from the

Scripture of
my lectio, the wisdom of my
community, and the events of
my day. A readiness for learning
requires humility to acknowledge
that I don’t know it all. It requires
a softness of heart to receive new
insights and perspectives. I learn
that those I serve are often my
greatest teachers and they will
teach me what they really need
rather than what I think they need.
Community. Prayer. Learning.
It’s all about living in a manner
that says “thank you” to the One
who has called and gifted me with
the vocation to the consecrated
life. It’s about treating one
another as Christ, responding with
compassion to the marginalized,
like Mark, and kindness. Learning
kindness.
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Questions

I was afraid to ask

Guest Column
GREGORY LUGER

CARMELITE NUNS

Q:
A:

Why pray for
priests?

Hopefully by now, you know
we are here praying for
you. As Carmelite nuns we
devote our lives to praying and
sacrificing for the needs of the
Church and of the whole world,
particularly for those intentions
for which people ask us to pray.
However, did you know that
a special mission we have as
Discalced Carmelite nuns is to
pray and sacrifice for priests—
from Our Holy Father the Pope
down to newly ordained priests,
and every cardinal, bishop, and
priest in between? This may
surprise some of you. It may seem
that there are far more urgent
intentions that should be given
priority. Besides, priests pray so
much themselves, they don’t
need others to pray for them,
right?
The whole spiritual life of each
of us, our growth in holiness
throughout our lives and,
ultimately, whether we spend
eternity in heaven or hell depends
on grace. What is grace? It is
our participation in the life of
God. How do we acquire grace?
Principally and most abundantly,
we acquire grace through the
sacraments of the Church. And
who are the ministers of those
sacraments? Priests. The holier our
priests are, the more effectively
they will carry out their apostolate
of bringing grace to souls, and
thus the holier the whole Church
will be, which in turn will sanctify
the world. That is why Carmelites
pray so much for priests. “St.
Teresa of Jesus understood that
the love of God must impel one to
work generously for the Church,
and she founded her monasteries
so that by prayer and penance
they would help the Church
and her pastors to extend the
Kingdom of God throughout the
whole world.” (Constitutions of
the Discalced Carmelite Nuns)
Our Holy Mother St. Teresa of
Jesus (Avila) spoke of priests as
the “defenders of the Church,”
as the “captains” in the battle
between the Church Militant and
the powers of hell. Now, if you
have good soldiers, but lack the
direction of a good captain, the
battle will go ill. On the other
hand, even if your soldiers are not

experienced, a good captain will
be able to train them and prepare
them to fight courageously in
the battle. As the outcome of this
battle determines where each
of us will spend eternity, it is no
small matter! St. Teresa tells us
that a priest, who is perfect, can
do far more than many who are
not. We need priests who are
saints, and will remain faithful to
the end, so that they can lead the
souls entrusted to them safely to
heaven.
Recognizing the instrumental
role of priests in the salvation of
souls, Satan and his cohorts never
stop looking for ways to ensnare
priests and cause them to depart
from the sublime holiness their
vocation demands. St. Teresa
begs Carmelites to do all in
their power to aid priests in this
struggle, and she tells us how to
do it by following the evangelical
counsels as perfectly as possible.
As Vatican Council II declared, “the
evangelical counsels unite those
who practice them to the Church
and her mystery in a special way.”
Further, Pope St. John Paul II tells
us, “Indeed, more than in external
works, the mission consists in
making Christ present to the
world through personal witness.
This is the challenge; this is the
primary task of the consecrated
life! The more consecrated
persons allow themselves to be
conformed to Christ, the more
Christ is made present and active
in the world for the salvation of
all.” (Vita Consecrata no. 72)
St. Teresa tells us clearly: “If your
prayers and desires and penances
and fasts are not performed for
the intentions I have mentioned
[to support the Church and her
Defenders], reflect that you are
not carrying out the work or
fulfilling the object for which the
Lord brought you here together.”
Ever relying on God’s mercy,
we strive daily towards greater
fidelity and generosity, that we
may fulfill our obligation to help
the Holy Father and all bishops
and priests, but especially our
own bishop and priests here in
the Bismarck Diocese, so that they
may be faithful instruments of
God’s grace to the whole world.
“We must help the Apostles by
our prayer, our love. Their fields
of combat are ours.” (St. Teresa of
Jesus)

Trusting in Him
By Gregory Luger
Diocesan Seminarian
At this point in my formation I
have been a seminarian for about
five and half years, having begun
seminary formation in 2009.
These years have been some of the
most wonderful and challenging
years of my life. I think that the
purpose of everything that I
have experienced in my time as a
seminarian is well summed up in
something that a priest once told
me: it’s all about growing closer
to the Master. In addition to that,
the seminarian must desire what
the Lord desires for him. Any
seminarian who thinks that the
life of a priest is all about himself
is greatly mistaken. He must be
a man like King David who is
described in Scripture as a man
after the Lord’s own heart (cf. Acts
13:22). This is a desire that the
seminary has implanted in me.
As I have gone through the
formation process, this desire
has kept me going through the
more difficult times. There have
been those times when I wanted
to leave the seminary and pursue
a different path. One thing that
kept me going through those
difficult times was the question,
“What does God want of me?” As
I asked myself this question, time
and time again Christ would give
me the grace to keep going and
trust Him. Never in my life has He
ever let me down, and I know that
He will never let me down in the
future. Whenever I seemed to be
at a point where I thought that I
was stuck and could go no further,
Jesus was always there and gave
me what I needed.
However, this simple question
and answer do not tell the whole
story. In John 15, Jesus tells His
disciples, “Without me, you can do
nothing.” During my formation,
I have come to understand that
this passage is to be understood
literally. I can literally do nothing
without Jesus. An integral part
of my formation has been the
spiritual life. As a seminarian, I
receive the Eucharist daily, pray
a Holy Hour before the Blessed
Sacrament every day, and pray the
Liturgy of the Hours. It is within
the prayer life that I tangibly
encounter my Lord,without whom
I can do nothing.

The challenges that I have
experienced as a seminarian were
not without fruit. As is the case
with just about anything in life,
there are growing pains. Whenever
I endured a struggle, there was
always something to be learned.
These difficulties brought with
them necessary growth. Jesus
tells His disciples to pick up their
crosses and follow Him. To us
Christians, this sounds like a
wonderful thing and it truly is,
but it is not an easy thing. When a
Christian carries a cross he carries
it to Calvary where he is nailed
to it. It is in these times where
the road is difficult and laying
down the cross seems desirable.
However, Easter Sunday follows
Good Friday. At the end of the very
dark tunnels there is inexpressible
light that awaits us at the end.
However, the seminary has
not been all pain and suffering as
there have also been great joys. In
my formation, I have encountered
multiple men and women who
have deep relationships with
Christ and live lives of great
holiness. These have been priests,
teachers, and friends. They have
shown me what true holiness
looks like and, more importantly,
they have shown me my Lord.
This inspires me to do the same
for others. As Christ has used
others to show Himself to me, so I
hope that He will use me to show
Himself to others.
There are also the great
education, virtuous friendships,
ministerial experiences, and
pilgrimages that God has given
to me. These things are beautiful
and holy and give me even more
reason to praise and glorify God.
Plus, they will aid me in future
ministry. An uneducated priest
who has no friends will find great
difficulty in ministering to God’s
chosen people, as Jesus wants him
to.
These are the gifts that God
has given to me in addition to
many others and, through them,
He equips me for what He wants
of me. May God, who has begun
the good work in me, bring it to
fulfillment.
■ Luger, who grew up as a member of
Ascension Church in Bismarck, is preparing
for the priesthood in his pastoral year of
study.

Which of the gospels is the only one to use the word
Church?
A. Matthew
B. Mark
C. Luke
D. John
Which term doesn’t describe the process of sainthood in
the Catholic Church?
A. Venerable
B. Servant of God
C. Esteemed
D. Blessed
Who wrote the most letters/epistles in the New Testament?
A. Paul
B. John
C. Peter
D. James
1. (A) Mathew 2. (C) Esteemed 3. (A) Paul

CATHOLIC TRIVIA

Test yourself!
Bishop Kagan and the
Bismarck Diocese Staff wish

Linda Urbanec
Best Wishes on Her Retirement
after 19 Years of Service
Thank you for all your hard
work for the good people of
the diocese
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

The tongue - a tool for showing love and compassion
One of the joys of spring is the
new cloak that arises from the
dormancy of winter. There are new
creations everywhere, wonders
brought about by of God.
The magic of motherhood
is especially wonderful on the
landscape. On the land, new life
from various species crop up
everywhere. In the beef business,
the joy of watching young calves
running, jumping, challenging
each other to races across the
pasture is special.
While enjoying the pasture
races of the young stock, the
heightened state of anxiety
demonstrated by the mother cows
about her calf and many others is
intriguing. A frightened bawl by
one calf brings a herd of bellowing
cow towards the sound, all looking
to protect the young stock in the

pen or pasture.
One of the other most amazing
facets of watching the growth
and bonding of mothers and
their offspring is the tongue. Ever
watch a cat, dog, cow or any other
domestic creature use its tongue?
In cows, the tongue is a tool for
soothing a scared calf, teaching
life’s lessons and cleaning. It is
startling how long the tongue
is and what it is able to do. The
tongue can do almost miraculous
things to sustain life for the cow
and the calf.
As I watched and pondered this
while walking my way through the
pens and pastures, I thought about
how I use my tongue. Sure, it is
important to sustain life. It aids
in taste and many other assorted
biological functions.

Yet, for me, it seemed one of
the most important elements
of life is how the tongue is used
for communication. I listen to
people exchange ideas. I see how
the tongue can create chasms of
division.
I have felt the sting of caustic
sarcasm. I have watched the
face of loved ones recoil from
my own scathing words. I hear
how the tongue can unite friends
and family with a simple “good
morning,” “happy birthday,”
“thank you”, “I love you” or some
other expression of compassion,
concern and support.
God provided me the ability to
think and speak. In the end, do I
make the conscious choice to use
those gifts to bring my spouse,
children, siblings, friends and
associates closer to God? Do I use

my tongue
to encourage
those with
whom I interact to see the
wonderful goodness of God?
God just asks for a quiet respect
in the way Jesus demonstrated. As
Ascension Thursday and Pentecost
approach, I pray I will use my
tongue in a way pleasing to God.
It is easy to follow the crowd,
to carp and whine, to find fault.
Rather, I need to see God’s
goodness in those around me.
I hope I am up to the task. Care
to join me?
■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on
the family farm in Billings County. They are
members of the Church of St. Patrick in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic celebrations
there as well as at the Churches of St. Bernard
(Belfield) and St. Mary (Medora).

Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Pondering the implications of three-parent embryos
An ethical Rubicon was crossed
when the first in vitro fertilization
(IVF)-conceived baby came into
the world in 1978. With human
reproduction no longer limited
to the embrace of a man and a
woman, people felt empowered to
take their own sperm and eggs, or
those of others, and create their
much desired children bit-bycellular-bit. As they mixed and
matched these cells, they soon
were drawn into other twists and
turns of the advancing technology,
including screening the genes
of their test-tube offspring and
eugenically weeding out any
undesired embryonic children by
freezing them in liquid nitrogen
or simply discarding them as
laboratory refuse.
Recent developments have
exacerbated this situation by
offering additional options and
choices for generating children,
recasting human embryos
as modular constructs to be
assembled through cloning or
through the creation of threeparent embryos. While cloning
involves swapping out the
nucleus of a woman’s egg with a
replacement nucleus to create an
embryo, three-parent embryos
are made by swapping out
additional cellular parts known
as mitochondria through the
recombination of eggs from two
different women. Even more
baroque approaches to making
three parent embryos rely on
destroying one embryo (instead of
an egg) and cannibalizing its parts
so as to build another embryo by
nuclear transfer.
We risk trivializing our
human procreative faculties and
diminishing our offspring by
sanctioning these kinds of “eggsas-Lego-pieces” or “embryosas-Lego-pieces” approaches.
Ultimately there is a steep price
to be paid for the ever-expanding
project of upending our own
beginnings and rupturing the
origins of our children.
Part of that price includes the
significant health problems that
have come to light in children
born from IVF and other assisted

reproduction techniques.
Researchers have found an overall
doubling in the risk of birth
defects for children born by these
technologies when compared with
rates for children conceived in the
normal fashion.
For retinoblastoma, a childhood
eye cancer, a six-fold elevated
risk has been reported. Assisted
reproduction techniques are also
associated with heightened risks
for a number of rare and serious
genetic disorders, including
Beckwith-Wiedmann syndrome,
Angelman’s syndrome, and
various developmental disorders
like atrial septal and ventricular
septal defects of the heart, cleft
lip with or without cleft palate,
esophageal atresia and anorectal
atresia.
Considering the various harsh
and unnatural steps involved in
moving human reproduction from
the marital embrace into the petri
dish, it should perhaps come as
little surprise that elevated rates of
birth defects have been observed,
even when certain genetic
defects may have been previously
screened out.
As children born by assisted
reproductive techniques become
adults, they are starting to be
tracked and studied for various
psychiatric issues as well. A
growing number of young adults
are vocalizing their strong
personal concerns about the
way they were brought into the
world through techniques like
anonymous sperm donations,
because they find themselves
feeling psychologically adrift and
deprived of any connection to their
biological father.
It should be obvious how
any approach that weakens or
casts into question the integral
connection between parents and
their offspring will raise grave
ethical concerns. Whether it be
three-parent embryos, anonymous
sperm donations, or surrogacy, we
need to protect children from the
harmful psychological stressors
that arise when they are subjected
to uncertainties about their own
origins. As one fertility specialist

bluntly commented, “As a nation,
we need to get a conscience about
what we are doing here. Yes, it’s
nice when an infertile couple is
able to build a family, but what
about the children? Shouldn’t
their needs be in the mix from the
very beginning too? I think it is
ridiculous that a donor-conceived
child would need to ‘research’ to
find out their genetic origins. Give
me a break. What if you had to do
that? Is it fair?”
Beyond these immediate
concerns about the wellbeing and
health of our progeny, we face
further serious concerns about
our human future in the face of
these burgeoning technologies.
As procreation becomes reduced
to just another commercial
transaction, and our children
become projects to be assembled
piecemeal in the pursuit of
parental desires, we invariably
set the stage to cross another
significant ethical line.
That bright ethical line involves
the creation of humans that have
heritable genetic modifications

(changes
that are
passed on
to future generations). When the
first three-parent baby is born,
which will likely take place in the
next year or two, we will have
stepped right into the middle of
that hubris-filled brave new world
of manipulating the genetic traits
of future children. We will have
transitioned to a paradigm where
biomedical experimentation on
future generations is seen as
acceptable and justifiable. Now
is the time to ponder carefully
the implications of our rushed
reproductive choices, and to
stand firm against the preventable
injustices that inexorably flow
from assisted reproductive
technologies.
■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.
See www.ncbcenter.org.

Blue
Mass
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck
4th Annual

Tuesday, May 26 , 6 p.m.
All are invited.

The Blue Mass is an
opportunity to pray
for all active, retired
and deceased law
enforcement officers,
firefighters and
emergency medical
personnel.
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Reach nearly 23,000 homes in western North Dakota by advertising in the Dakota Catholic Action newspaper!

If I can show you a way to
redirect


your family, church, Catholic
school or our diocese, will
you give me a half an hour to
discuss that with you?

FINANCIALLY STRONG
for 39 Consecutive Years

Kim Dvorak
Director of Development and Planned Giving
Diocese of Bismarck



 
kdvorak@bismarckdiocese.com
catholicfoundationdob.com

Help protect your family with
the A++, Superior financial strength
of the Knights of Columbus.

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price
from anywhere in the USA

Aaron Mahlmann

Don Willey

Mike Vetter

Frank Greff

Pat Dolan

Bismarck
(701) 222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

Bismarck
(701) 751-0522
don.willey@kofc.org

Minot
(701) 837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Dickinson
(701) 483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE

DISABILITY INSURANCE

LONG-TERM CARE

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES
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Call us 24/7
508-340-9370
www.proximotravel.com
855-842-8001
anthony@proximotravel.com
Carmela Manago
carmela@proximotravel.com
Executive Director

Light of Christ Catholic Schools is now accepting
enrollment applications for 2015-2016.

When you enroll your child in the Light of Christ Catholic Schools,
you’re becoming part of a community of families with a strong
conviction in the importance of a high-quality, faith-filled education.
Each student is treated as an individual with distinct needs and talents.
Each class of students grows together year by year in community.

Pre-Kindergarten 3-4 year olds
Pre-Kindergarten 4-5 year olds

At the Light of Christ Catholic Schools, teachers and staff reinforce
and strengthen the essential social, emotional, behavioral, spiritual
and intellectual skills that are established at home.

REGISTER NOW! CALL 354-7067

Kindergarten
1st thru 6th Grades
7th & 8th Academy

Visit our NEW website:
lightofchristschools.org
Like us on Facebook

St. Mary’s Grade School
807 East Thayer Ave.

Follow us on Twitter

Saint Anne School
1315 North 13th St.

High School

Schedule a private tour or
student shadow day!
Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit School
508 Raymond St.

Light of Christ 7th & 8th Academy
St. Mary’s Central High School
1025 North 2nd St.

