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Pope Francis on his visit to the U.S.
last month.

Right place at
the right time
Father Evinger distributes
Blessed Sacrament during
papal Mass in Philly

His Eminence, Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York, grasps the hands of Deacon Doug Krebs, diocesan seminarian, who was
ordained to the transitional diaconate during a celebration of the Eucharist in Rome on Oct. 1.

Deacon Doug

Diocesan seminarian ordained to transitional diaconate
By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor
Diocesan seminarian, Deacon
Doug Krebs, is one step closer to
the priesthood.
Krebs was among a class of 39
seminarians from the Pontifical
North American College in Rome
ordained to the transitional
diaconate during a celebration of
the Eucharist on Oct. 1.
His Eminence, Cardinal
Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of
New York, was the ordaining
prelate at the Ordination Mass,
celebrated at the Altar of the Chair
of St. Peter, in the Papal Basilica of
St. Peter, in the Vatican.
“The diaconate is a very
important step towards the
priesthood, but it can’t be just
looked at as a step, since it is a
sacrament,” Krebs noted. “So, in
itself, it is very important for my
particular way of salvation. It has
been an incredible thing to serve
so close to the altar. It has become
very real that I am laying my life
down for Christ as a servant.”
In his homily, Cardinal Dolan
spoke to those about to be
ordained about the paradoxes

of the Christian faith, which are
manifested in the Ordination Rite
itself. “You were called forth and
were said to be found worthy,
and yet we began our prayer with
an acknowledgment to God of
our sinfulness. You come here
freely and yet will make a promise
of obedience to your Ordinary.
You are raised up to serve at the
altar, yet in a moment you will
lie down prostrate in a symbol

of submission to the supplication
to the saints on your behalf.”
Cardinal Dolan continued that
this is all perfectly fitting in the
Basilica dedicated to the Apostle
Peter, whose own martyrdom, on
a cross upside down, allowed him
more clearly to see right side up
the Jesus whose love he had come
to imitate.
“At the beginning of the
ordination as we were processing
in, I had a lot of feelings of
unworthiness. I even wept a little
bit, and I am not a very emotional
guy,” Krebs said. “I looked back
on my life, and I can’t believe that
God is actually calling me to be his
instrument as a deacon and then
as a priest. As we walked out of
the sacristy at St. Peter’s, the first
thing we saw is a mosaic of Acts 5,
where Ananias falls over and dies,
because he didn’t give everything
to the Church. It was a strong
reminder of what my life is now. I
Continued on Page 4

Deacon Doug Krebs, diocesan seminarian,
was ordained to the transitional diaconate
in the Papal Basilica of St. Peter, in the
Vatican on Oct. 1.

By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor
Being in the right place at
the right time couldn’t be more
true for Fr. Joseph Evinger
who ended up distributing the
Eucharist at the papal Mass in
Philadelphia on Sept. 27.
Father
Joseph,
parochial vicar
at St. Joseph
in Williston,
volunteered to
concelebrate
when asked. He,
Fr. Evinger
and the other
priests and bishops, gathered
at the Philadelphia Museum of
Art for a meal and fellowship
early that morning. As he
and the others were getting
vested, another call came for
volunteers to distribute the
Eucharist during Mass. By the
time he reached that line, it
was full. He thought he had
missed his chance.
But typically events of this
magnitude don’t always go
as planned and, fortunately,
for Fr. Joseph, this was
no different. With over a
million people attending
and thousands of priests
and bishops to be seated, Fr.
Joseph ended up toward the
back of the concelebrants.
Continued on Page 8
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Strive to live in communion of saints
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

W

ith the month of
November upon us, let
us turn our hearts and
minds to our beloved dead as
well as to our own mortality. It is
probably easier to do the former
than the latter only because we are
not inclined to dwell on the fact
of our earthly lives; each of us will
die and depart this earth.
However, we profess our
Catholic faith in the “communion
of saints” with those who have
lived and died believing in and
loving God and neighbor and who
now enjoy seeing Him face-toface, those who have lived and
died believing in and loving God
and neighbor and who are being

purified of every stain of sin and
who will see Him face-to-face,
and, finally us—those who live
on earth doing our best to love
God and neighbor in the sure and
certain hope of seeing God faceto-face when we die. To profess
our Catholic faith in this great
“communion of saints” should give
us great hope for eternity, but it
should also motivate us now to live
our lives of faith, hope and charity
by keeping focused on Jesus. It is
for Him and because of Him that
we live and love and, literally, are
who we are.
The month of November begins
for us who are Catholics with the
two great feasts, which give us and
the world the best example of the
great “communion of saints,” All
Saints’ Day, Nov. 1 and All Souls’
Day, Nov. 2.
All Saints’ Day is a holy day
of obligation and, as such, all
Catholics of the age of reason
(7 years of age) are obliged to
attend Holy Mass. This year Nov.
1 falls on a Sunday and thus it
should be very easy for all to
attend and participate at Holy
Mass. The Mass of All Saints is
what is to be celebrated on this
Sunday. All of the proper prayers
for the Mass of All Saints express
what a life of holiness is all about:
giving glory to Almighty God and
saving one’s soul. My brothers and
sisters, just as it was for all of the
saints before us, so it is for each of
us. Our first and life-long vocation

BISHOP IN ACTION

from baptism to death is to be
holy and all of the saints are the
examples for us that if they can do
this, so can we.
All Souls’ Day is not a holy day
of obligation, but if at all possible,
I urge you to go to Holy Mass and
pray for all of those holy men and
women who are being purified
in purgatory in anticipation of
being perfectly united with God in
heaven for all eternity. These holy
souls cannot pray for themselves,
but they depend entirely on our
great love and charity to assist
them with our prayers and
sacrifices. Remember that what
we do in prayer and deed for the
poor souls certainly aids them, but
increases our own holiness of life
and draws us even closer to the
saints and the poor souls in the
great “communion of saints.”
During this month of the
solemn remembrance of the holy
and beloved dead of every age in
the Catholic Church, let us use
God’s graces to better prepare
ourselves for that moment when
He calls each of us to render an
accounting of our stewardship of
our lives. Commit to daily prayer
in the morning and the evening,
at least. Commit to setting a good
example for at least one other
person every day. Commit to
making a real sacrifice for a special
intention. And, commit to daily
Mass and to confession during the
month.
Let us pray for each other in this
month of the great “communion of
saints!”

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER 2015
Nov. 1

Nov. 3
Nov. 4

Nov. 5

Nov. 7
Nov. 8

Nov. 10

Nov. 12

Nov. 15-19
Nov. 22

Nov. 22-24
Nov. 26

Nov. 29

• Confirmation at the Church of
St. Joseph, Dickinson, 1 p.m.
MT
• Dinner with the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulcher,
Bismarck
• Real Presence Radio interview,
9 a.m.
• Mass for Deceased Clergy,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 11:00 a.m.
• Catholic Foundation Board of
Directors Meeting, Center for
Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck,
10:00 a.m.
• Mass of God’s Children,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 6:00 p.m.
• Pastoral Visit to Queen of the
Most Holy Rosary, Stanley
• Confirmation at the Church of
Spirit of Life, Mandan,
11:00 a.m.
• Presbyteral Council Meeting,
Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 10:00 a.m.
• Priests’ Benefit Association
Meeting, Center for Pastoral
Ministry, Bismarck, 1:00 p.m.
• All-staff Mass, Chancery chapel,
8 a.m.
• Directors’ Staff Meeting, Center
for Pastoral Ministry,
9:15 a.m.
• USCCB Fall General Meetings,
Baltimore, Maryland
• Confirmation for the Churches
of St. Agnes, Kenmare, St.
Anthony, Donnybrook, and St.
Joseph, Bowbells, at Kenmare,
11:00 a.m.
• Workshop for new priests,
Radisson Hotel, Bismarck
• Thanksgiving Mass, Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
10 a.m.
• Confirmation at the Church of
St. Mary, Bismarck, 2:00 p.m.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for November:
Universal: Dialogue
That we may be open to personal encounter and
dialogue with all, even those whose convictions differ
from our own.
Evangelization: Pastors
That pastors of the Church, with profound love for their
flocks, may accompany them and enliven their hope.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
During his annual pastoral visit to St. Vincent’s Care Center in Bismarck on Sept. 17, Bishop
Kagan offers the sacrament of anointing of the sick to a resident.

Follow the Diocese on Twitter @BisDiocese
and follow Bishop Kagan @VescovoDDK
Tweets

Tweets & replies

Photos & videos

Bishop David Kagan @VescovoDDK
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May every bishop, priest & deacon take to
heart the last verse of today’s Gospel. Much
more is expected of us who have been
given so much.
Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for
videos from the Church in western N.D.
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them
with your friends.

Visit our website at www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.
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Military brings out essence of his priesthood
Msgr. Gion prepares for deployment to Kosovo
By Patti Armstrong
Military chaplains have served
the spiritual needs of soldiers
in the U.S. Army since the
Continental Congress in 1775.
Monsignor Chad Gion, pastor of
Spirit of Life Church in Mandan,
joined these ranks in 2013. Soon,
he will be among his fellow
soldiers in
active duty on
Dec. 1 when
he is deployed
to Kosovo for
four and a half
months. The
U.S. is 1 of 31
countries under
Msgr. Gion
NATO with a
peace-support operation there
since June 1999.
“I volunteered to go to Kosovo
to get experience in a circumstance
where there are no bullets in the
air,” Gion said. The goal, according
to him, is to be prepared in the
event he ever gets deployed with
his company, North Dakota
National Guard’s Bismarck-based
1st Battalion, 112th Aviation
Regiment.
Serving North Dakota
When Gion attended the now
closed Cardinal Muench Seminary
in Fargo, the rector, Fr. Brian
Donohue (now a monsignor)
was also a chaplain in the North
Dakota Army National Guard. “I
always looked up to him,” Gion
said. Donohue had been deployed
overseas many times, but in 2007,
he accepted an appointment at
West Point Military Academy.
“He was the only Catholic priest
from North Dakota serving as a
chaplain,” Gion said. “There would
be no priests to serve our soldiers.”
Gion’s own call to service began
with his thinking that someone
needs to do this; a priest needs
to step up to fill a great need. His
thoughts shifted inward.
“It was about serving North
Dakota,” he said. “That is the
reason I went. And now that I’m
doing it, I’m grateful that I am.”

Always a congregation
In 2007, Gion’s request to
volunteer was turned down
by Bishop Paul Zipfel due to a
shortage of priests in the diocese.
But five years later, the situation
had improved and Bishop David
Kagan gave his approval. In April
of 2013, Gion attended a 12-week
Chaplain Basic Officer Leadership
Course (CBOLC) in Fort Jackson,
S.C.
Basic training had distilled
his priesthood to its very
essence, Gion explained. “The
administrative duties were taken
away, even my congregation was
taken away,” he said. “The only
thing that distinguished me was
that I said Mass and prayed the
Liturgy of the Hours every day.”
As a congregation unto himself
during daily Mass, Gion explained
he became more in tune with the
spiritual reality of the mystical
body of Christ. “The experience
emphasized to me that there is
always a congregation. It was me,
and the angels, and saints.”
Modern day concerns
As a chaplain in modern
times, concerns about separation
of church and state demand a
delicate balance. The military
chaplain is answerable to his
commander in war and peace,
while at the same time, he answers
to God.
“It’s still about ministry and
performing religious services,
but has come to mean providing
religious services for soldiers
even if I am not able to perform
them,” Gion said. “For instance,
for a Jewish soldier, I cannot
perform a ceremony, but I
have the responsibility to try to
provide for that soldier’s spiritual
needs.” He explained that the
Army informally calls chaplains
“Officers of the First Amendment”
since their responsibility
includes protecting the free
exercise of religion regardless of
denomination.

Photo credit: ND National Guard
Bishop David Kagan, second from left, affixes captain’s rank to Chaplain (Capt.) Chad
Gion’s uniform in January during a ceremony at the North Dakota National Guard’s Army
Aviation Support Facility in Bismarck. His parents, Deacon Don and Bonnie Gion, and Brig.
Gen. Al Dohrmann, were also in attendance.

Ultimate purpose
At no point, does Gion expect to
go into battle. “A chaplain’s place
is not on the front lines,” he said.
“I won’t carry a weapon, so I’m
not in a position to defend myself.
If I get hit, soldiers are going to
go way out of their way to recover
me, so I have to be careful that I’m
not putting others at risk by taking
unnecessary risks.”
Spiritual matters become
prominent in a soldier’s mind
when the likelihood for death
increases during battle, and
that, according to Gion, is his
ultimate purpose. “As a Catholic
priest,” he said, “my job is to
bring the sacraments and to give
encouragement, counsel, and
support.”
Looking ahead
In Kosovo, the U.S. Army
actually wants Catholic priests
on the ground. “There’s a kind of
cultural cache to have a Catholic
priest there,” Gion said. “In some
places, being a priest can work
against you, but in Kosovo, their
culture recognizes the three major

religions.” Since there are so many
Catholics and so few priests there,
Gion will be saying Mass in three
different locations. “It will be like
having three missions,” he said.
After Kosovo, Gion will return
to Bismarck and continue his
priestly duties in the diocese. “In
the future, if my unit, the 112th
Aviation Battalion, is called up, I’ll
go wherever they go,” he said. His
commitment is for eight years and
he will reassess that when the time
is up.
Gion said he does not really
know what to expect, but one thing
that he already appreciates is that
the military facilitates the “death
to self” to a greater degree. “I’m
under obedience to the bishop
and I have to go where he tells me
to go,” he said. “As a priest of the
diocese, there are limits to what
he’s going to ask. But the military
could ask me to go to Afghanistan
so I have to die to self and say
‘wherever I am, God is there.’ ” He
said it ultimately cultivates a real
sense of freedom for what it means
to serve as a priest.

UPCOMING EVENTS
■ Marriage encounter weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter weekends are Nov. 20-22
in Medora, Prior Lake and Windom,
Minn., and Rapid City, S.D.; and
Jan. 8-10, 2016 in Bismarck. Early
registration is highly recommended.
For more information visit our
website at: ndwwme.org or contact
Rob and Angie at 701-347-1998.
■ All Souls’ Day Taizé Prayer
Service Nov. 1
The Benedictine Sisters of
Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck,
invite the public to a Taizé prayer
service at the monastery chapel on
the eve of All Souls’ Day on Sunday,
Nov. 1 at 7 p.m. Taizé prayer is a
universal prayer of peace, hope,
and healing. The service will consist
of repetitive chant, the Gospel for
All Souls’ Day, prayer petitions for
the deceased, and reflective silence
dedicated to the souls of our loved
ones who have died and for those
who are mourning their earthly
presence. To have the names of loved
ones mentioned, call Sr. Hannah
at 425-9734, comment on the
Annunciation Monastery Facebook
page, or email at hvanorny@gmail.
com.

■ Men’s retreat in Stanley Nov. 7
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary in
Stanley is hosting a men’s retreat on
Saturday, Nov. 7. The event features
speaker Doug Barry of EWTN’s
“Life on the Rock.” Men are invited
to attend and discover ways to be
spiritual leaders of their marriages,
families and parishes. Cost is $25 per
person. For more information, call
628-2323 or 628-3405.
■ St. Mary’s New England fall
festival Nov. 7-8
St. Mary’s Church in New England
will celebrate their fall festival the
weekend of Nov. 7-8 in the DWCRC
Gymnasium and St. Mary’s Cafeteria.
On Saturday, Nov. 7, supper starts
at 5 p.m. with turkey and all the
trimmings. Sunday’s dinner will start
at 11 a.m. with fried chicken and roast
beef. Midway doors open at 6 p.m.
on Saturday and noon on Sunday.
Includes bingo, silent auction, kids
games, raffles and gaming. The raffle
drawing will be held on Sunday
at 6 p.m.
■ Parish mission at St. Mary’s in
Bismarck
The Church of St. Mary in Bismarck
will host a fall retreat on Sunday,
Nov. 8 from 12-6:30 p.m. and

Saturday, Nov. 14 from 9:30 a.m.-3:30
p.m. (with a similar message each
time). Father Robert Shea will lead
in prayer, reflection and sharing on
how God touches us with mercy and
challenges us to the same. For more
information, contact Steve at 2235562 or steve@stmarysparishfamily.
net.
■ German dinner at Christ the
King Nov. 14
Mandan’s Christ the King is hosting
a German dinner on Saturday, Nov.
14 from 5-7 p.m. The menu includes
cheese buttons, kraut nip, countrystyle sausage, German potato salad,
borscht and kuchen. Cost is $11 for
adults, $6 for children and $3 for a
hot dog meal. There will also be beer
and wine available. The quilt auction
begins at 6:30 p.m. with the raffle
drawing to follow.
■ Parish mission in Minot
Nov. 22-24
Fr. Brian Gross will be the presenter at
a parish mission at Our Lady of Grace
in Minot November 22-24. The theme
is the same that Pope Francis has
set for the coming year starting Dec.
8—“Jubilee of Mercy.” At 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 22, Fr. Gross will focus
his presentation to young couples.

At the 9 a.m. Mass on Monday, Nov.
23, the homily will focus on senior
citizens. Monday at 7 p.m., there will
be a general presentation followed
by a time for confession, with several
priests assisting. The mission will
conclude with the 7 p.m. Mass on
Tuesday with an extended homily.
Though some talks will be more
focused, each presentation is open to
everyone.
■ Prayer Day Feb. 5
The annual Prayer Day at the
University of Mary is Friday, Feb. 5
beginning at 10 a.m. in the McDowell
Activity Center. Keynote speaker
is Curtis Martin, founder and chief
executive of Fellowship Of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS).
■ Mother-Daughter Breakfast
Feb. 13
The annual diocesan
Mother-Daughter Breakfast on
Saturday, Feb. 13 at 9:30 a.m. in
Bismarck.
■ Father-Daughter Ball May 7
Join the fun at the first-ever diocesesponsored Father-Daughter Ball on
Saturday, May 7. The event begins
with Mass at 4 p.m. followed by
dinner and dancing at the Municipal
Country Club in Bismarck.
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As part of the ordination rite, Cardinal Dolan placed the Book of the Gospels in the
hands of each candidate being ordained and said, “Receive the Gospel of Christ,
whose herald you have become. Believe what you read, teach what you believe,
and practice what you teach.”
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Photo by Abby Kessler, The Dickinson Press
Mel Rose, the new executive director of Home on the Range, and her Newfoundland
dog named Mulligan, began working at the facility in August.

Home on the Range
welcomes new director
Dr. Mel Rose looks to build on facility’s
strong foundation

During the
ordination,
Cardinal Dolan laid
his hands on each
candidate.

Diocesan seminarian ordained to
transitional diaconate
Continued from Page 1
need to give everything in my life to God and His Church.”
During the ordination, the new deacons promised to live a life
of prayer, celibacy and obedience to their diocesan bishop. The
new deacons will have an additional year of theological studies and
spiritual formation before being ordained to the priesthood in their
home dioceses.
Krebs is looking forward to that final year of formal study in
Rome. “I still have plenty to learn before I am ordained a priest
on May 31. It will be very enjoyable to be with all the seminarians
from the Diocese of Bismarck for one more year. It will be also
hard to leave the seminary in Rome, because it has had such a
huge impact on my life, and I will never forget my four years at the
Pontifical North American College.”
— Some information provided by the
Pontifical North American College in Rome.

Annual Mass for
deceased bishops,
priests and deacons
of the Diocese of
Bismarck
All are invited

Wednesday, Nov. 4th
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit - Bismarck
11 a.m. CT
Please spread the word and share this invitation.
Bishop David D. Kagan, Bishop of Bismarck

By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor
Mel Rose, the new executive
director for Home on the Range,
proudly displays a sign in her
office that reads, “Pray more…
worry less.”
It’s a very simple sign, but
signifies something big for Dr.
Rose. She hadn’t planned to move
to North Dakota—much less a very
remote corner of it—but when the
job opening came up, it sounded
like a perfect fit.
“I’ve worked in the secular
setting where things like prayer,
forgiveness, grace and compassion
are often talked about, but not
applied,” Rose said. “That can
be problematic and frustrating.
Something just clicked when I
came across an organization that
builds that foundation on the
Catholic value system, I knew I
would be able to talk about and
practice these values in a Catholic
setting.”
Dr. Rose began at the facility
on Aug. 1, the day of the annual
Champions Ride Rodeo. It was a
fitting day to jump right in and
begin her new adventure.
She has lived in Colorado,
Wyoming and most recently
Alaska, working at other
residential treatment facilities
for at-risk youth. Her passion
for animal therapy and handson treatment activities in an
outdoor setting made for an easy
transition.
She considers the new job at
Home on the Range a gift from
God. One of the main components
that drew her in was animal
therapy, which this facility is noted
for. She’s always had an affinity
for animals, specifically horses,
and a deep appreciation for the
effectiveness of animal therapy.
She recalled her time working
at Boston Children’s Hospital
when a puppy was brought in
for a terminally-ill little girl as a
Make-A-Wish request. The puppy
didn’t display typical, hyper puppy
behavior, but was glued to the
girl’s side.

“That experience really drove
home for me the incredible
comfort people can derive from
this type of companion,” Rose said.
“It’s about being in a relationship.
You can develop an appreciation
for how animals can be effective
co-therapists.”
So much of our lives revolve
around the relationships, Rose
noted. Through the animals,
the kids are able to recognize
how their behavior influences
relationships. They can then
translate that to their personal
lives and build on their successes.
Home on the Range is licensed
to accommodate 46 boys and girls,
ages 12–19, who have previously
had issues in school, at home or
involved the legal system. Father
Elwood Cassedy began the home
for boys in 1950 on donated ranch
land in a remote southwest corner
of the state near Sentinel Butte.
Upon Fr. Cassedy’s death in 1959,
Fr. Fahnlander took over and
remained active until his death in
2001.
With the Catholic faith as the
foundation, the ranch still runs
on their philosophy that society
has a moral responsibility to care
for troubled youth. Those gifts
of prayer, forgiveness, grace and
compassion that Dr. Rose said
go unspoken at other facilities
are practiced here through the
guidance and power of God.
In addition to further enhancing
the animal therapy programs at
the ranch, Dr. Rose is looking
forward to assisting in the move
forward to a trauma-informed
system of care. This will be a
fairly significant culture shift that
acknowledges trauma and the role
it plays in a person’s life.
“They each come to us having
experienced some sort of
trauma which can have physical
manifestations,” Rose explained.
“We want to move away from
behavior deficits toward strengths.
We look at how to build on
those strengths to make the kids
successful here and out in the
world when they leave.”
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Pilgrimage to Calcutta
Local man reflects on his time at Missionaries of Charity
By Patti Armstrong
Looking out his taxi window
onto the streets of Calcutta, reality
set it in for Ryan Martire of
Bismarck. “It was surreal,” he said.
“It hit me that I was really there.”
His flight landed in Calcutta at
2 a.m. on June 11 and he would be
there for 17 days to volunteer with
Blessed Mother Teresa’s Sisters
of Charity. Ryan took in the scene
around him as he headed to the
Monica House hostel, located
across from the Missionaries of
Charity’s motherhouse. Even in
the wee hours of the morning,
honking horns jabbed the air and
people filled the streets. “There
were bodies all over; people
sleeping on the street. Some were
just skin and bones with no shirts,
and there were even families with
babies,” he said.
It was for the people that Ryan
had come to Calcutta to volunteer
alongside the order of sisters he
deeply admired. During the school
year, he volunteered weekly at a
soup kitchen with the Missionaries
of Charity in Chicago where he
majors in Catholic studies and
plays soccer at DePaul University.
“I read a lot of Mother Teresa’s
books,” he said. “She’s been big
for me.” Ryan described his work
alongside the sisters in Chicago as
a blessing in which graces seem
to pour down just by being with
them.
Ryan also credited his time at
St. Mary’s Central High School
with influencing him to take a
pilgrimage to Calcutta. “I was
inspired by all the good men
and woman there,” he said, “and
I came to understand that the
greatest work we can do is to
teach the faith and save souls.”
He had gone on pilgrimages the
two previous summers while at St.
Mary’s—one to Rome and another
to Guatemala—to help the poor, so
it seemed like the thing to do over
summer.

Arriving in India
Ryan arrived at the hostel at
4 a.m., so he needed to wait an
hour before the hostel opened.
The simple, clean room, complete
with occasional geckos flitting
across the walls, was 300 rupees
per night—the equivalent of about
$6. Ryan quickly unpacked and
walked across the street for 6 a.m.
Mass in the motherhouse.
There were around 30 novices
dressed completely in white, then
another 30 sisters in the blue
trimmed habit, and probably
around 30 volunteers. Instead of
pews, there was just a stone floor.
After Mass, they prayed “Radiating
Christ,” “Anima Christi,” and then
sang to Mary. Following that, they

went downstairs to pray at Blessed
Mother Teresa’s tomb.
The sisters then served everyone
a breakfast of bread, bananas, and
sweet chi tea. There is an average
of 50-60 volunteers a day from
around the world, but no one signs
up ahead of time. “You just show
up and they will give you your
assignments,” Ryan explained. He
accepted two assignments. In the
mornings, he worked at Nirmal
Hriday (Immaculate Heart) the
home for the dying and destitute,
and in the afternoons at Daya Dan
(gift of mercy) an orphanage for
handicapped boys. “It’s not just
social work, but it’s about doing
everything with love,” he said and
noted a sign that Mother Teresa
had hung in the home for the
dying that reads, “It’s not how
much we do but how much love we
put into it.”

Helping the poorest of the poor
There was a ward for men and
one for women, with about 50
beds each. Ryan fed and washed
people, changed them when they
wet their bed, shaved and cut
toenails and consoled them with
his presence and with physical
touch. Raju, a man Ryan spent a
lot of time with, reminded him of
Christ. “He was in his thirties and
very skinny and sick. I think he
had hepatitis C,” Ryan said. “His
left side was paralyzed. One of his
eyes was shut, but the other was
completely open. It reminded me
of Christ in the movie The Passion
when he was crucified.” Ryan
said the man was always thirsty.
He explained that “I Thirst” was
a motto for Mother Teresa, taken
from Jesus’ words on the cross as
a reminder of his unquenchable
thirst for souls.
While Ryan was there, eight
people died and he was present
for four of them. “The sisters
would pray the Divine Mercy
Chaplet around them,” he said.
“One person died right as they
finished it.” As soon as a bed is
empty, the sisters go into the
streets to bring someone else in.
Each person is washed, shaved,
their wounds tended to, and then
they are dressed in either teal
or orange pants and shirt. The
colors alternate daily to insure
that everyone is kept clean.
Occasionally, people do recover
their health and leave.
Each day, Ryan was on his own
for lunch, but knew to make sure
it was always steaming hot to
avoid bacteria. Then, he’d go to
the orphanage. Every afternoon
when he walked in, everyone was
praying the rosary. “Some were
just mumbling, but they were all in
unison,” he said.

Volunteers from all over the world bused to and from the
home for the dying. Here, men from from France, Spain, and
Lebanon gather for a photo with Ryan (third from the left).

The power of touch
With the
children, Ryan again
witnessed the power
of human touch.
“A little blind boy
was standing alone
near a wall, and
when I held him,
he became relaxed
and was so at
peace.” A boy with
Down syndrome,
around 4-years old,
loved climbing and

wrestling with Ryan. “It
was a blast to be with
him,” he said. Another
boy that Ryan helped to
learn the “Our Father”
in English would stare
at Ryan’s miraculous
medal and asked if he
could get one.
Every evening,
Ryan returned to
the motherhouse for
Holy Hour. He was
amazed at a sister that
looked to be in her
seventies or eighties,
who knelt on the hard
floor the entire hour.
“I asked her how she
did that,” Ryan said.
Submitted photos
“She just answered,
‘God kneels.’” Since the Breige, a 20-year-old woman from Ireland, was among
the volunteers who had a connection to Ryan. Previously,
sisters’ main language
she had met Msgr. Tom Richter while working with an
is English, Ryan had no evangelization team elsewhere.
trouble communicating.
needs versus wants. “In our
Another experience Ryan had
country we have so many wants,
was visiting a leper colony. “It is
but there, people are focused on
completely self-sustained like a
their needs.”
city,” he explained. It is here where
Blessed Mother Teresa died in
the habits for the Missionaries of
1997.
In 1950, she established The
Charities throughout the world are
Missionaries
of Charity, which
made. “They had such great joy
today
consists
of almost 5,000
and warmth,” Ryan said. “I got to
religious
sisters
in 133 countries.
shake all of their hands and they
On
Oct.
19,
2003,
Pope John Paul
showed such great love.”
II beatified her.
One of the highlights of his
pilgrimage was meeting other
volunteers. “So many of them
know people that I know,” he said.
For instance, one girl from Ireland
had met Msgr. Tom Richter from
Bismarck while she worked with
National Evangelization Teams
(NET). And, two seminarians
he met this summer while
volunteering for Ecclesia Institute
at the University of Mary, knew
two of the seminarians from
Vancouver who Ryan met in
Calcutta.

Death of Sr. Nirmala
During his visit, Mother
Teresa’s successor, Sr. Nirmala
died. She was superior general of
the Missionaries of Charity for 12
One of the sisters holds a child in her care.
years until retiring
in 2009. Hundreds
of people, from all
walks of life, lined up
for a final glimpse of
Sr. Nirmala whose
body was brought
to the motherhouse
and placed for public
homage beside the
tomb of Blessed
Mother Teresa. A
seminarian that was
supposed to be an
altar server at the
funeral, became sick
and asked Ryan to
take his place. “There
were paparazzi all
over, and around 60
priests,” he said. “I
would not have gotten
in there if I had not
served.”
Ryan said the
experience has
changed him. “Seeing
Christ in others helps
us to love others more
was the main message
that stuck with me,”
he said. Another
strong impression
Streets were closed off for Sr. Nirmala’s funeral procession as
he gained was the
it entered into the Motherhouse.
contrast between
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Dioscesan priests take Spanish immersion course
Fathers Wipf and Evinger first to attend
By Amanda Evinger
If you say something in Spanish
to Fr. Terry
Wipf,
parochial
vicar of
the Church
of Corpus
Christi in
Bismarck,
he just may
answer you
back—that
Fr. Terry Wipf
is, in
Spanish.
“When I first went to the
Spanish immersion course, I
didn’t know any Spanish at all,”
Fr. Wipf said. “But I came out of it
pretty well, with an ‘Intermediate
Plus.’ Now, if someone texts me
in Spanish I can respond back,
and I kind of know what ‘looks
right.’ I can write my homilies out
in Spanish now, and I have them
corrected by a professor. Overall,
the course was a great experience.
The professors are very good,
and they are serious about only
speaking to you in Spanish! I was
definitely tired by the end of the
day.”
This past January, Fr. Wipf
enrolled in the Spanish immersion
course
along with
Fr. Joseph
Evinger,
associate
pastor of the
Church of
St. Joseph
in Williston.
Father Wipf
attended the
Fr. Joseph Evinger
course for
eight weeks, while Fr. Joseph went
for four weeks. The course took
place at the Mexican American
Catholic College (MACC) in San
Antonio, which is a school that
was founded in order to equip
Hispanics and Anglos with the
necessary tools to understand each
other’s cultures when it comes to
language, relationship with God,
and relationship with others.
Furthermore, Srs. Brenda, Rosa
and Azucena, from the Daughters
of Mary Immaculate of Guadalupe
in service of our diocese, attended
English immersion courses at
MACC last year as well.
During their time at MACC, Frs.
Wipf and Evinger joined other
priests from across the country
who were learning the Spanish
language as well. Typical days
included times for prayer, Mass
in Spanish, and many hours of
intense Spanish studies. Classes
covered Spanish grammar, active
Spanish conversation and lab
studies. Most classes were offered
entirely in Spanish as to allow the
greatest immersion possible.
They also took a class, which
discussed faith and liturgy in
relation to Hispanic cultures
and the American culture. “This
class equipped us with the tools
needed to understand the spiritual
lives of our parishioners, as well
as the intercultural aspects and

Parishes in the Diocese
currently offering Mass
in Spanish:
St. Joseph, Williston
- the second Sunday of
each month at 2 p.m.
Corpus Christi,
Bismarck - the third
Sunday of each month
at 1 p.m.
St. Joseph, Dickinson
- the first and third
Sunday of each month
at 3 p.m.
Our Lady of Grace,
Minot - one Sunday
per month at 3 p.m.
challenges of Anglo/Hispanic
parishes,” Fr. Evinger explained.
In addition to the course being
plenty of hard mental work, it was
also an enlightening experience,
filled with the joy of fellowship.
“The time we spent there
was probably more challenging
than enjoyable. My head didn’t
explode, so I guess that was a
good thing!” Fr. Evinger said.
“However, besides those of us
priests taking the course, there
were also a number of Mexican
religious sisters taking a similar
course with us (except they were
learning English). We would
often sit together for meals, and
we had great conversations with
them. Furthermore, since there is
a seminary attached to MACC, I
was able to visit with priests from
different dioceses, including a
priest from Pope Francis’ home
country, Argentina. I had a very
enjoyable visit with him.”
Now that they have completed
the course, Frs. Wipf and Evinger
have been busy putting “their
hands to the plow” and using what
they have learned to serve Christ
in a meaningful way.
“I am looking to expand, and
I have some very kind people
in my life helping me to learn
more Spanish,” Fr. Wipf said. “I
continue to offer Mass in Spanish
at Corpus Christi, and I would like
to see what else we can do with
Hispanic Ministry.”
In fact, Fr. Wipf even
made pozole and tres leches,
traditional Mexican dishes, for
his parishioners after he returned
from MACC.
“Since I have returned from
MACC, I have now incorporated,
into daily life, praying at least
one of the hours of the Breviary
in Spanish,” Fr. Evinger noted.
“The Spanish immersion course
increased my knowledge of
Spanish greatly. Also, I have come
to understand Spanish much more
in hearing others speak as well
as in reading and writing. I have
even written a few of my homilies
in Spanish myself without having
to have someone translate them.

Photo by Rich Kalonick, Catholic Extension Society
Diocesan priests at St. Joseph in Williston, Frs. Joseph Evinger (back row left) and Russ
Kovash, visited the Mexican American Catholic College in San Antonio last year with the
three Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Guadalupe from Mexico. The sisters, (left to right) Srs.
Rosa, Brenda and Azucena, spent time there in training for their service to the diocese
while based in Williston. Father Evinger attended a Spanish immersion course here to
better serve the Spanish-American Catholics in the diocese. Spanish Mass is offered once a
month at St. Joseph.

The most applicable things that I
learned during my time at MACC
were the different aspects of the
Latino culture, which has a very
deep spirituality.”
When asked why he desired
to learn Spanish in the first
place, Fr. Evinger explained,
“The inspiration to learn Spanish
actually began before I entered
seminary back in 2006 when I
worked in construction with a
number of Hispanics. When I
heard that many of them did not
attend Mass because there were
no services offered in Spanish, the
desire to learn Spanish penetrated
my heart. Thus when I attended
Cardinal Muench Seminary and
NDSU in Fargo, I accepted the
opportunity to begin Spanish

studies. When I was assigned to
Williston as a priest I realized
my lack of ability to interact with
the many Latinos present at St.
Joseph’s. Therefore, when Bishop
Kagan asked us priests about
applying to go to MACC, I decided
to do so.”
The fruitfulness of all that
Frs. Wipf and Evinger learned
prompted Fr. Keith Streifel, pastor
at the Church of St. Joseph in
Dickinson, to also attend a similar
Spanish immersion course at
MACC this past August.
It’s this desire to reach the
flock—English- or Spanishspeaking— that drives our priests
to make remarkable sacrifices in
order to bring the Gospel to all of
the people in our diocese.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Celebration of Marriage
Bishop Kagan celebrated Mass with about 50 couples from across the diocese at
the annual Celebration of Marriage on Oct. 3 at St. Mary’s in Bismarck. Theodore
and Rose Riehl of Flasher, married 67 years, were honored as the longest
marriage of those in attendance.
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Live fully the Jubilee Year of Mercy
With great joy and fervent
hope, Our Holy Father, Pope
Francis, has announced an
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of
Mercy. All
Catholics
and, indeed,
all peoples
of good
will are to
participate
in and
receive the
healing
of their
deepest spiritual wounds through
the abundant mercy of Almighty
God. The Jubilee Year of Mercy
will open on the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8,
2015, and close on the Solemnity
of Christ the King, Nov. 20, 2016.
The spiritual and temporal
origin of the Church’s long
tradition of celebrating Holy
Years is found in the Book of
Leviticus. In summary, slaves and
prisoners would be freed, debts
would be forgiven and, most of
all, the mercies of God would
be made manifest and felt by all
who humbled themselves before
Him. Jesus perfects the jubilee
of mercy by citing the Prophet
Isaiah when He stood up in the
synagogue to read the Scriptures
and to teach, “The Lord has
anointed me to bring good tidings
to the afflicted; he has sent me
to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to captives, and
freedom to those in captivity; to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.”
Pope Francis sets the tone for
the entire Jubilee Year of Mercy
in the first two paragraphs in the
Bull of Indiction announcing this
great and holy event for us. “Jesus
Christ is the face of the Father’s
mercy. These words might sum
up the mystery of the Christian
faith. Mercy has become living
and visible in Jesus of Nazareth,
reaching its culmination in him.”
The Pope then says, “We
need constantly to contemplate
the mystery of mercy. It is a
wellspring of joy, serenity, and
peace. Our salvation depends on
it. Mercy: the word reveals the
very mystery of the Most Holy
Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate
and supreme act by which God
comes to meet us. Mercy: the
fundamental law that dwells in
the heart of every person who
looks sincerely into the eyes of
his brothers and sisters on the
path of life. Mercy: the bridge
that connects God and man,
opening our hearts to a hope of
being loved forever despite our
sinfulness.”
As a way for all of us to benefit
fully from this great gift to the
world of the Jubilee Year of
Mercy, I urge you to read this
beautiful Bull of Indiction for
yourselves but do it slowly and
ponder. Meditate on what Pope
Francis is teaching us to know
better and urging us to live more
intensely in this year, but also
for the rest of our lives. To help,
we will be publishing sections of
this Bull of Indiction in the issues

of our Dakota Catholic Action
throughout the Year of Mercy.
Let me go back to Our Holy
Father’s opening and powerful
statement that Jesus is the living
face of the Father’s mercy and
there simply is no one else to
whom we can look to find Mercy.
The holy door which we will
open in our own Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, is a real symbol of
the exclusion of Adam and Eve
from Paradise because of their
terrible sin; the opened holy door
is the real sign that the Father’s
promised Redeemer, Jesus of
Nazareth, His only begotten Son,
out of obedient and loving mercy,
reopened the gates of Paradise for
all to have the grace of a penitent
and contrite heart in order to be
united with God in heaven.
God’s justice (judgment)
excluded Adam and Eve from
Paradise, which they deserved,
but God’s mercy promised them
redemption from their terrible
sin. God’s mercy is Jesus Christ
of Whom all of the law and the
prophets speak and point to and
Who is the perfect fulfillment of
them.
Jesus is Mercy Incarnate
and He reveals the Father’s

Jubilee Year of Mercy
Dec. 8, 2015-Nov. 20, 2016
Pope Francis: I have decided to
announce an Extraordinary
Jubilee, which has at its center
the mercy of God. It will be a
Holy Year of Mercy. We want
to live in the light of the word
of the Lord: “Be merciful, even
as your Father is merciful”
(cf. Lk 6:36). And this especially
applies to confessors!
So much mercy!

mercy by His power to heal the
sick, raise the dead, and, most
especially, to forgive sins. My dear
brothers and sisters, let us be
ready spiritually and temporally
to live this Jubilee Year of Mercy
to the full. Let us all, literally, like
the Prodigal Son, throw ourselves
into the merciful and loving arms
of Our Father and simply ask Him
to heal our wounds of body and
soul, mind and heart.
Even if we are afraid that it
has been too long since going to

confession or to Mass, ask Our
Blessed Mother, the Mother of
Mercy Incarnate, to take us by the
hand and bring us to Jesus, Who
never refuses to heal and restore
us to God’s love. He knows what
we need and only waits for us to
ask in our own words. Frequent
confession and Holy Mass are
the best medicine we can take for
our spiritual health. Please, do
not stay away from these fonts of
Divine Mercy.

The dating game: Keep your teen safe
For young people, the teen years are all about
change. They push for greater independence.
Their bodies mature physically and sexually. Their
curiosity about sexuality increases dramatically.
All of these changes can make teens more
vulnerable to sexual assault, including date rape.

t/PUJDFJGUIFJSEBUFJTOPUSFTQFDUJOH
their limits and wishes, or if their
date’s behavior doesn’t seem right.

As with sexual abuse, both boys and girls can
be victims of sexual assault. When rape occurs,
the rapist is usually an acquaintance, a friend
or a date. Even though people know that forced
sexual intercourse is rape, they often think it is
not considered rape if it happens on a date.

t#FBTTFSUJWFBOEBDUJNNFEJBUFMZJGUIFJSMJNJUT
are reached—even if it means making a scene.

It is very important to discuss sexual violence
and date rape with your teen. When teens
experience violence in an ongoing relationship,
they are likely not to tell if they think it is their
fault. Teens need to know they should not accept
any form of violence, sexual violence is never
their fault, and they can come to you for help.
t,OPXUIFJSPXOXJTIFT MJNJUT BOE
values, and clearly communicate them
to their dates. They should listen to
their dates’ limits and respect them.
052002-00066 10/15

t5SVTUUIFJSGFFMJOHTBOEJOUVJUJPO*GUIFZBSF
feeling pressured into sex, they’re right—both
boys and girls have the right to say no.

t6OEFSTUBOEJUJTOFWFSUPPMBUFUPTBZ
no, and never too late to hear no.
It can be scary for parents when their teens start
going to parties and on dates. However, honest
and open discussions about this stage of their teens’
lives, sexual values and limits, healthy romantic
relationships, and how teens can protect themselves
can make a difference in a parent’s worries and a
teen’s ability to make safe and healthy choices.
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Face to face with Pope Francis
Five seminarians’ unforgettable meeting with the Holy Father

By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor
September 23 is likely a day five diocesan
seminarians will never forget.
Nick Vetter, Jake Magnuson, Jake Markel,
John Windsor and Grant Dvorak spent part
of their day with Pope Francis at a private
meeting at their seminary, St. John Paul II in
Washington, D.C.
With thousands of others, the seminarians
watched the canonization Mass for Fr. Junipero
Serra (which was outside the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception)
on television from inside the church. After
communion, security helped the young men exit
out the back so they could return to the nearby
seminary to be ready for the pope’s visit.
Pope Francis first made a visit to the Little
Sisters of the Poor on his way. In the meantime,
the men waited patiently, well, as patiently as
possible. “It was the most distracted 15 minutes
of prayer of our lives waiting for the pope,”
Vetter joked.
The men had already experienced a “first” by
attending the canonization Mass. That was a
thrill in itself. Vetter described the atmosphere
inside the basilica as “exciting” as the pope
entered and walked briskly down the center
aisle. Before exiting outside for Mass, Pope
Francis walked up to about where the altar is
normally and turned to face the crowd in the
pews and offered an apostolic blessing. That’s
where if you have any religious articles with
you, they are blessed. Those in attendance had
brought rosaries, pins, holy medals and such.
The men took these treasured possessions
back with them to the seminary and awaited the
arrival of Pope Francis.
They were cheering as soon as the
motorcade started pulling into the driveway and
even more so when the pope’s car, a compact
Italian Fiat, drove up in the midst of all the
Secret Service vehicles. The men began chanting,
“Papa Francisco.”
John Windsor describes his first impression
as being in awe, considering the pope took
time out of his exhausting schedule to visit the
seminary. “As the Vicar of Christ drove up to the
doors of the seminary, amid a roar of seminarian
applause, we could peer in through the window
of his little Fiat,” he said. “He truly did seem to
be wearied from the day. Yet, once his door was
opened, it was like a ray of light had been let
out. He was smiling at us as a father looks upon
his sons and daughters. God gave him the grace
of joy in spite of his utter human weakness and
fatigue. Once our cheers had finally subsided he
explained the source of joy to us.”
Jake Markel noticed the same thing. The pope
looked tired, but immediately put that aside as
soon as he came face to face with the young,

enthusiastic men. “It was incredible
because the impression I got
immediately, as he stepped out of
the car, was that he was very tired,
but also very happy to be here. It hit
me, as he left. the amount of effort
he was putting into being present
to each group he met,” Markel said.
“The plan was for his Holiness to
simply stop, take a picture with
A group of 36 parishioners and staff from the diocese took part in a pilgrimage to Philadelphia for the World Meeting of Families.
Father Joseph Evinger, parochial vicar at St. Joseph in Williston, served as spiritual director for the group.
us, and leave. But, he was willing
to stop and talk with us, take the
picture, and sign the guest book
Those attending the World Meeting of Families had the
even though he was clearly worn
opportunity to pray before the relics of saints. Below, is St.
out from everything he had been up
John Neumann and to the right is someone kneeling to pray
to. It was truly inspiring to see and
before St. Maria Goretti.
experience the Pope’s love for us, his
Submitted photo
people, in a personal way.”
Diocesan seminarians (l-r) Nick Vetter, Jake Markel, Jake Magnuson, Grant
Jake Magnuson had the privilege
Dvorak, Christian Smith and John Windsor got a chance to be part of the
of seeing Pope Francis at a general
Pope’s visit and the canonization Mass in September. All, but Smith, attend
audience in Rome in 2013, but this
the St. John Paul II Seminary in Washington, D.C. Smith attends St. John
experience was quite different—
Vianney Seminary in St. Paul.
much more intense. “The thing I
is what we are called to do in any vocation.”
remember most about Pope Francis’
These five men may have experienced the
visit to the seminary is the sound of the Holy
most intense 10 minutes of their young lives.
Father’s voice. I had heard it a thousand times
over the Internet or through a microphone, but I “In God’s great goodness, I have been given
was blown away to hear his pure voice, without a an abundance of blessings,” Windsor noted.
speaker and a microphone. It felt very personal.” “Meeting the Pope was a blessing that will
continually revive me as I carry on my studies
The sound of his voice captivated the men for
for the priesthood. However, I believe we all can
the brief 10 minutes he spent with them. His
learn from the example of the Vicar of Christ
message was even more powerful—touching
how to live a truly joyful, loving, and selfless
each man’s heart in a different, profound way.
life.”
Grant Dvorak recounts the pope’s words in
Both Vetter and Magnuson recalled
detail. “After blessing us, Pope Francis asked
how
struck they were by the Holy Father’s
us a question (in Spanish, through a priest
demeanor.
Vetter described his easy-going
who translated): ‘Do you adore Christ?’ We
nature.
“He
was such a humble personable man.
all responded immediately affirming it, but he
The
whole
time,
he and Cardinal Wuerl were
quickly corrected us, saying, ‘No, do you actually
joking
and
talking
to each other in Italian,”
adore Him? I know that you pray, go to Mass
Vetter
recounted.
every day, petition, and all that, but do you
Magnuson added, “I was taken aback by
actually adore Christ?’ This struck a chord in
his
humility when he ended his brief talk by
my heart, as well as my brother seminarians,”
admitting
that he is a sinner and greatly needs
Dvorak explained. “We all fell silent. We
our
prayers.”
recognize that he loves and adores Christ more
Vetter noted the same sentiment, “He finished
than anything. I look up to him as the Vicar of
by saying, ‘please pray for me,’ which was very
Christ, not because of the position he holds, but
the reason he was put in this position. He adores beautiful. He looked at all of us and said, ‘I’m a
sinner and I really need your prayers.’ Even the
the Lord with a love that everyone around him
pope is a sinner and I realized that’s exactly why
can see simply by being in his presence.”
we need the Church to save all of us from our
Each of the five men enjoyed the pope’s
sins,” Vetter explained. “That is why the Lord
message that a good priest goes to bed tired—
gave us the sacraments.”
never needing a sleeping pill to help him go to
sleep. If a priest isn’t going to bed tired, the pope
described this man by putting out his hand and
doing a motion for “so-so.”
“I think he was drawing on his own
Continued front Page 1
experience of that day (and his entire papacy)
Submitted photos
It turned out that the priests who had volunteered to
Father Joseph said it was wonderful to be in the
because he had the longest day out of all of us
distribute were seated way off to one side. Which brings
presence of families from all over the world. He was able
present, yet he still expressed the most joy of any
of us,” Dvorak said. “Working joyfully every day
into play that being “in the right place at the right time”
to visit with so many people who started as strangers
While in Washington, D.C. on Sept. 24, Pope Francis addressed a joint session of
Congress. Thanks to the generosity of North Dakota Senator John Hoeven and his
of our lives, like Christ, for the Kingdom at hand
theory.
and became friends. One was a Vietnamese priest who
wife, Mikey, a Bismarck teenager was present at this historic event. Jake Vetter, 16,
said
there
were
more
than
a
1,000
people
there
from
“I just ended up in a seating section where it worked
sat alongside the senators and representatives as the pope delivered his remarks.
best for us priests to be selected,” explained Fr. Joseph. “It his country. To blend all those different cultures and life
Jake’s parents, Greg and Pam, along with his sister, Kelli, accompanied him on the
experiences was something to behold.
trip. They also attended the papal Mass on Sept. 27.
was a great experience. As soon as they started the Lord’s
Prayer we started out walking.”
There were numerous speakers highlighted at the
meeting, but two, in particular, stood out to Fr. Joseph—
Father said he must have walked a half of a mile or so
Africa’s Cardinal Robert Sarah and Cardinal Luis Antonio
just to get to the spot he was to distribute to the crowd.
Tagle from the Philippines.
“To carry the Blessed Sacrament down the street for that
distance with people from all over the world on both
“Here are two men from third world countries with
sides,” he said. “It was very moving. It brought me to
completely different perspectives. They both spoke so that
tears.”
they deeply moved the hearts of those who heard them.”
With more than 200,000 hosts to distribute to the
Another experience he enjoyed while on the pilgrimage
entire crowd by over 100 priests, it was no small task. But
was the opportunity to visit the relics of saints. The group
Fr. Joseph said it was a grace-filled experience he will
had a chance to pray before relics of Sts. John Neumann,
never forget.
Katharine Drexel and Maria Goretti.
World Meeting of Families
“I’ve always had a great devotion to St. Maria Goretti,”
explained
Fr. Joseph. “I didn’t have a clue we’d have the
The honor of distributing the Eucharist during the
Submitted photo
opportunity
to see her remains. That was amazing.”
papal Mass, topped off an extraordinary week for Fr.
Joseph, who served as the spiritual director for the
The memories abound from a faith-filled trip for this
Six members of the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club, (l-r) Helen and Joe Franck, Tony
and Celia Vetter, Al Wolf, and Jerome Richter, were in attendance when Pope
pilgrimage from the diocese. The group of 36 had spent
young priest who was ordained for the diocese in 2013. He
Francis canonized Father Junipero Serra at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
the week at the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia added, “We were blessed in many ways during this trip.”
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. on Sept. 23. Saint Serra is the patron
Photo by Paul Fetters, St. John Paul II Seminary
prior to the Mass.
of the group, which promotes, encourages and affirms vocations to the priesthood

Right place at the right time

Ticket to Congress

Canonization Mass

After the Mass, Pope Francis made a personal visit to the seminary.

and religious life.
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Virtuous Leadership?
Find out for yourself by getting your
FREE copy of Created for Greatness.
Call 800-288-MARY (6279) or visit
umary.edu/virtue today to obtain
your copy while supplies last.
At the University of Mary we understand
that education is about much more than a
diploma. It’s about becoming the person and
professional you are called to be —for Life.
That’s why the University of Mary is offering a
new MBA in Virtuous Leadership concentration
in partnership with the Havard Virtuous
Leadership Institute. Classes start January 2016!

for Life.

enroll@umary.edu
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Obituaries
Reverend Monsignor
Gerald J. Walsh
James Walsh, 87, Bismarck,
passed away on
Sept. 22, 2015, at
CHI St. Alexius
Health, Bismarck.
Mass of Christian
burial was held
Monday, Sept. 28,
at Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, with
the Most Reverend David D. Kagan,
Bishop of Bismarck, officiating.
Burial was at St. Mary’s Cemetery,
Bismarck.
Monsignor Walsh was born
on May 4, 1928, at St. Joseph’s
Hospital in Minot, and grew up in
a rural community near Minot. He
was the fourth child and first-born
son of James Leo and Magdalena
Mary (Frost) Walsh.
His elementary education took
place in rural schools until the 9th
grade when he entered St. Leo’s
High School in Minot. Graduating
in 1946, he continued his education
at the College of St. Thomas in St.
Paul, for one year. Sensing a call to
the priesthood, he entered Crosier
Seminary, Onamia, Minn., where
he studied for two years. He then
entered St. Thomas Seminary,
Denver, where he completed
his courses in philosophy and
theology and was ordained by
Bishop Lambert A. Hoch, Bishop of
Bismarck, on Ascension Thursday,
May 19, 1955, at Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit.
Monsignor Walsh’s first priestly
assignments were temporary and
took place at the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit, the Church of St.
Boniface, Grenora, and the Church
of Our Lady of Good Counsel,

Hanks. On Aug. 24, 1955, he was
assigned to the Church of St.
Patrick, Dickinson, as parochial
vicar where he spent four years.
In June 1959, Bishop Hilary
B. Hacker assigned Msgr. Walsh
to the Chancery Office as Vice
Chancellor and three months later
as Chancellor of the diocese where
he remained until Jan. 9, 1970. At
that time he was again assigned to
the Church of St. Patrick, Dickinson,
as pastor. He remained there until
1983 when Bishop John F. Kinney
assigned him to the Church of
St. Pius V, New Salem, and the
Church of St. Mary, Queen of Peace,
Almont.
Bishop Kinney chose Msgr.
Walsh as his Vicar General in 1982,
an office, which he held until 1993.
In 1991 he was asked to serve as
director of priestly vocations and
vicar for presbyters for the diocese.
That same year, His Holiness, Pope
John Paul II, named him a Prelate
of Honor to His Holiness with the
title of Reverend Monsignor.
In July 1995, when Bishop
Kinney was asked to become
the bishop of the Diocese of St.
Cloud, Minn., Msgr. Walsh was
elected by the Diocesan College of
Consultors to become the Apostolic
Administrator for the Diocese of
Bismarck. He remained in this
office until Dec. 31, 1996 when a
new bishop was announced for the
Diocese of Bismarck and Bishop
Paul A. Zipfel was installed in
February 1997. Monsignor Walsh
retired from active duty on July 1,
1998, at age 70, when he moved to
Tucson, Ariz. for the winters where
he continued to help in parishes on
weekends until recently.
Monsignor Walsh became a
member of the Equestrian Order of
the Knights and Ladies of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem in 1995
with the title of Knight Commander.

From 2006 to 2008 he served as
National Chaplain for the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas.
Monsignor Walsh is survived
by his sister, Kathleen M. Kondos,
his brother, Jerome L. Walsh and
his sister-in-law, Mary L. Walsh,
all of Minot, and brother-in-law
Donald J. Westom, along with his
fifteen nieces and nephews and their
families.
He was preceded in death by his
parents James and Magdalena, two
older sisters, Lucille Peterson-Hofer
and Lois Marie Westom, a sisterin-law, Darlene Bach Walsh, and
brothers-in-law, Robert B. Peterson,
Arthur T. Hofer, Robert V. Kondos,
a nephew, James J. Westom and a
grandnephew, Joseph D. Westom.
Memorials may be made
in memory of Msgr. Walsh to
the Seminarian Scholarship
Endowment Fund-James and
Magdalena Burse or the St. John
Vianney Endowment Fund for
Priests’ Care.

Reverend Jacob Jerome
Schumacher
Reverend Jacob
Jerome Schumacher,
89, Bismarck, passed
away on Sept. 28,
2015, at CHI St.
Alexius Health,
Bismarck. Mass of
Christian burial was
held Thursday, Oct. 1, at the Church
of St. Joseph, Mandan, with the
Most Reverend David D. Kagan,
Bishop of Bismarck, officiating.
Burial was at St. Mary’s Cemetery,
Bismarck.
Father Schumacher was born
on Aug. 2, 1926, in Dodge, the only
child of Jacob and Anna (Klein)
Schumacher.
Father Schumacher was raised
and educated in Dodge. He then

attended St. John’s Preparatory, in
Collegeville, Minn., before entering
St. John’s University and Seminary,
to study for the priesthood. He
completed his courses in philosophy
and theology and was ordained to
the priesthood by Bishop Lambert A.
Hoch on June 2, 1952, at the Church
of St. Joseph, Dickinson.
His first assignment was as
parochial vicar at the Church of St.
Mary, Bismarck, for two months.
He then became parochial vicar at
the Church of St. Joseph, Dickinson,
for one year. In August 1953, he
was appointed parochial vicar at
the Church of St. Joseph, Mandan,
where he served until October 1957,
at which time he was appointed
pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul in
Fallon for two months. Father
Schumacher was then appointed as
pastor of St. Michael, rural Linton,
for two years.
In August 1959, he was appointed
pastor of St. Mary, Marmarth, and
St. Mel, Rhame, where he served
for one year. The next three months
he served as pastor at St. Michael,
rural Linton, at which time he was
appointed parochial vicar at the
Church of St. Mary, Bismarck, where
he served until June 1963. Father
Schumacher was then appointed
as pastor of St. Thomas, Gladstone
until June 1970. He also was a
teacher at Trinity High School,
Dickinson, from 1963-1968. He
then became pastor of the Church
of St. Lawrence, Flasher, and served
there until he was appointed pastor
of the Church of St. Mary, South
Heart, until his retirement in August
1997. He retired to the Emmaus
Place in Bismarck living there for 18
years before recently moving to St.
Vincent’s Care Center.
Father Schumacher is survived
by his numerous cousins and his
brother priests. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Jacob and
Anna Schumacher.

Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

The mystery of male-female complementarity
James Parker came out at
age 17 and later entered into a
relationship with another man.
He worked as a gay activist for a
while, but his personal experiences
of intimacy and human sexuality
eventually led him to grasp that
“same-sex marriage just doesn’t
exist; even if you want to say
that it does.” He concluded that
trying to persuade those with
homosexual inclinations that
they can have marriage like
heterosexual couples is basically
to “hoodwink” them: “Deep down,
there is no mystery between two
men, ultimately.”
This striking insight helps
bring into focus the authentic and
remarkable mystery we encounter
in the joining of husband and wife
in marriage. That abiding mystery
touches on their one flesh union
and reveals an inner fruitfulness,
enabling them to contribute
together something greater than
either can do alone, namely, the
engendering of new life in the
marital embrace. Ultimately,
that life-giving mystery flows
from their radical male–female
complementarity.
Pope John Paul II
commented on this “mystery of
complementarity” when he noted
how “uniting with each other [in
the conjugal act] so closely as
to become ‘one flesh,’ man and
woman, rediscover, so to speak,
every time and in a special way,
the mystery of creation.”

The personal and bodily
complementarity of man and
woman, along with the “duality of
a mysterious mutual attraction,”
reminds us, again in the words of
the Pope, how “femininity finds
itself, in a sense, in the presence of
masculinity, while masculinity is
confirmed through femininity.”
In recent times, nevertheless,
the importance of the bodily and
spiritual complementarity of
man and woman has come to be
diminished and even negated in
the minds of many, largely due
to the diffusion of contraception.
This way of intentionally impeding
our own procreativity has
effectively diminished and even
undermined our ability to perceive
the inner order and interpersonal
meaning of our own sexuality.
Pope John Paul II once described
the root truth about human
sexuality as that “characteristic
of man—male and female—which
permits them, when they become
‘one flesh,’ to submit at the same
time their whole humanity to the
blessing of fertility.”
The routine promotion of
contraceptive sexual relations
across all strata of society has
effectively collapsed the mystery
of sexuality into the trivial
pursuit of mutually-agreed-upon
pleasurable sensations. It has
managed to reconfigure that
sexuality into, basically, sterile
acts of mutual auto-eroticism.
Men and women, neutered and

neutralized by various surgeries,
pharmaceuticals, or other devices,
no longer really need each other in
their complementary sexual roles,
with homosexual genital activity
claiming the status of just another
variant of the same game. This
depleted vision of our sexuality
strips out the beautiful mystery at
its core and diminishes our human
dignity.
Human sexuality clearly
touches deep human chords,
including the reality of our
solitude. In the depths of the
human heart is found a desire
for completion through the total
spousal gift of oneself to another, a
gift that profoundly contributes to
alleviating our primordial sense of
human solitude. Both Pope John
Paul II and Pope Francis have
noted how the deeper mystery
of communion that we seek
through intimacy is connected to
this desire to overcome solitude.
We are ultimately intended for
communion, so our experiences
of human solitude draw us into
relationship, and beckon us to an
encounter with the other.
Yet the union of friendship
that arises between two men, for
example, or between two women,
while clearly important in helping
to overcome solitude, can be
predicated only on non-genital
forms of sharing if their friendship
is to be authentic, fruitful and
spiritually life-giving. Genital
sexual activity between members

of the same
sex fails to
communicate objectively either
the gift of life or the gift of self.
Such activity countermands
authentic intimacy by collapsing
into a form of consensual bodily
exploitation, contradicting the
very design and meaning of the
body in its nature as masculine
or feminine. It represents, in fact,
the lifeless antithesis of nuptial
fruitfulness and faithfulness.
The beauty and meaning
of every sexual encounter in
marriage, then, is rooted not
only in faithful and exclusive
love, but also in the radical
complementarity of spouses
manifested in the abiding mystery
of their mutual procreativity. Pope
Francis, speaking at the 2015
Synod of Bishops and addressing
the theme of The Vocation and
Mission of the Family in the
Church and in the Contemporary
World, reiterated this divine
design over human sexuality
when he stressed: “This is God’s
dream for his beloved creation: to
see it fulfilled in the loving union
between a man and a woman,
rejoicing in their shared journey,
fruitful in their mutual gift of self.”
■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.
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Fulfilling our spiritual motherhood
By a Carmelite Nun
Editor’s Note: The Discalced
Carmelite Nuns of the Carmel of
the Holy Face of Jesus, who reside
at their monastery near Hauge,
N.D, submitted this article in
honor of the Year of Consecrated
Life.
“Did you ever want to be a
mother?”
That is a question we are
sometimes asked by young ladies
inquiring about our life. The
answer is “yes.” For, it is perfectly
normal for a nun to have wanted
to be a mother at one time. And,
the amazing thing is that she does
not have to give up this desire
when she enters Carmel. Her
motherhood is fulfilled in a
supernatural way, but it is no less
real.
St. Therese of the Child
Jesus and of the Holy Face once
exclaimed, “To be your spouse
O Jesus, and by my union with
You, to be the mother of souls.”
Our sphere of influence extends
beyond a single family and even
a single parish to embrace the
whole world. We give birth to
souls by our prayers and sacrifices,
enabling them to receive the life
of grace by which they may begin
eternal life even now on earth.
It says in Scripture that life on
earth is warfare. There is a very
real war being fought over our
souls and the souls of our loved
ones. So many things on all sides
are bombarding us and we have to
continually discern whether these
things are leading us to God or
away from God.
To complicate matters, we all
have a natural inclination to do
the easier, generally accepted,
comfortable, accommodating,
pleasurable thing. We say we
really want to know the truth, but
many times are very reluctant
to accept it and live by it. The
only remedy for this situation is
a change of mind and heart—a
conversion.
Christ alone can bring about,
by His grace, this surrender of

the human will in conversion.
But, He has willed to make use of
His creatures to cooperate with
Him in this work. Preachers,
teachers, parents and friends can
lift the shade, so that all may see
the light, but men can still shut
their eyes and refuse to see what
the light reveals. The work of the
contemplative religious is to pray
and sacrifice—to fill up what is
wanting in the sufferings of Christ
(2 Timothy 2:9).
Actually, by their baptism, all
Christians are called to fill up what
is wanting in the Passion of Christ
for the good of their souls and
the souls of others. However, the
contemplative religious, have been
expressly commissioned by the
Church to live this ideal.
One of the ways the Church
provides to accomplish this
is by profession of the three
vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience. Our Holy Mother
St. Teresa, the foundress of our
Order of Discalced Carmelites,
felt that by her and her nuns
living the Evangelical counsels
(poverty, chastity and obedience)
as perfectly as they could in the
strict contemplative cloister she
had founded (St. Joseph’s in
Avila 1562), they would be able to
prevail upon Our Lord to remedy
the great destruction heresy was
causing in the Church at that time.
She was not even envisioning that
she would be founding 14 more
monasteries.
By the vow of poverty, the
religious gives up the right to
possess anything, depending
on her superiors. By the vow of
chastity, she gives up the right to
have a family of her own. By the
vow of obedience, she gives up
her own will, and because this
is the dearest and most precious
thing that we possess it is also the
hardest thing to relinquish.
So, after hearing about all the
religious is expected to give up,
one might ask what she gets in
return? She receives the hundred
fold promised by Jesus in the
Gospel for those who give up

Submitted photo
Even a Carmelite nun’s ordinary duties, such as
sweeping the floor, are arranged in such a way
that she can prolong her intimate contact with
God during the day.

mother, father, brother, sister, and
lands to follow Him. These are her
spiritual children.
Another way the religious
fulfills her spiritual motherhood
is through the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass. In our monasteries, it is
obligatory to participate in Holy
Mass daily, because it is really the
central mystery of our life. Our day
is essentially the living out of the
Mass. By uniting all our prayers,
works, joys and sufferings of each
day with Jesus through Mary, we
cooperate in God’s all-wise plan of
redemption for mankind.
Contemplative religious also
have the duty, as well as the great
privilege, of praying the Liturgy
of the Hours in choir. For us, this
means gathering in community
before the Blessed Sacrament to
chant this official prayer of the
Church. It is mainly composed
of the psalms from the Old
Testament, but is interwoven with
ancient hymns, New Testament

readings, Gospel canticles and
intercessions for the needs of
the Church and the world. Each
day’s liturgy is, in a sense, a
prolongation of the celebration of
the Holy Mass.
On feast days, Liturgy of the
Hours is prayed with greater
solemnity just as is the Holy
Mass by the use of Gregorian
Chant. However, on less solemn
occasions, it is simply recited
“recto tono.” It is divided into
seven parts, evenly distributed
throughout the day and into
the night. Among the various
contemplative orders like the
Poor Clares, the Benedictines
and the Carmelites of the Ancient
Observance, the night watches
are distributed in such a way that
each hour has prayerful sentinels
keeping watch. This is a powerful
way of sanctifying the day, as we
leave all other occupations to focus
all our attention on the One who
has called us to live a life of closer
intimacy with Him.
This closer intimacy with God is
what gives greater fruitfulness to
our apostolate of saving souls for
the Kingdom of God. We also have
two hours of silent, meditative
prayer each day, which helps to
strengthen our personal contact
with Our Lord. Even our ordinary
duties (which are very much like
the duties of a “stay-at-home
mom”) are arranged in such a way
that we can prolong our intimate
contact with God during the day.
When St. Therese said she
had discovered that her vocation
was to be love in the Heart of the
Church, this is really a summation
of what every Discalced Carmelite
life should be. The little sacrifices
that come our way each day are
like straws that we use to keep the
fire of love burning in our hearts.
The observance of the vows and
our faithfulness to prayer will only
be as fruitful and efficacious as
they are motivated and inspired by
love. And, the greater our love, the
more children we bring to life in
the kingdom of heaven.

Guest Column
Jesus desires a real, personal relationship with you

SCOTT LEFOR

By Scott Lefor
Diocesan Seminarian
I suspect that I am not alone
in having often overlooked the
profound truth that Jesus desires
a real, personal relationship with
each of us by treating it as an
abstraction not clearly applicable
to daily life. On a second glance,
however, it is clear that such a
claim is anything but abstract.
How often we expend all of
our time and effort in prayer and
discernment stuck solely in our
own reason, weighing perceived
pros and cons. Obviously,
reasoning and consideration
are important, but they aid
discernment and prayer only
when used in light of Christ’s real
presence in our lives. When this
truth is not kept at the center,
what is meant to be a conversation
with Christ fades into a dialogue
with oneself.
If, then, growing in relationship
with Christ is not something
abstract, and a relationship with
Christ is to be at the center of
discernment, how—in concrete
terms— is one to proceed?
In short, growing in such a
relationship requires relating

the various aspects of one’s
life to Christ, that is, explicitly
handing one’s fears and concerns,
desires and places of gratitude,
thoughts and questions to Christ
in prayer. This should not be
overcomplicated. In prayer, one
can begin simply with one of these
phrases, “Jesus, I am anxious
about ‘X.’ Jesus, I desire ‘Y.’ Jesus,
I keep thinking about ‘Z.’ ” Several
clarifications are helpful.
First, a fairly common question
must be addressed, “What should
I bring to prayer (what is worth
relating to Jesus and what is
not)?” I received a reply (itself in
the form of a question) several
years ago, and it has stuck with me
since: “If Jesus knew only what
you told Him, what would He
know?” In other words, keeping in
mind Christ’s desire to be present
in every aspect of our lives, and to
heal and redeem those parts of our
lives that we would prefer to “fix”
first or ignore entirely, the answer
seems to be: “everything.” Christ
knows everything, and wants to be
present in every aspect of our lives,
but He also allows us the freedom
to invite Him in or not.
Second, the ability to relate

every aspect of one’s life to Christ
in prayer presupposes the ability
to acknowledge truthfully the
various situations and movements
in one’s life. Attentive noticing,
sincere examination, and a desire
to grow in self-knowledge for the
sake of growing in relationship
with Christ are developed with
practice and patience as one
sets aside time for reflection and
prayer each day. Such noticing and
examination allows one to become
ever more aware of the various
movements on one’s heart.
Third, it must be remembered
that relating one’s life to Christ
is not the whole of prayer.
Listening to Him in prayer and
encountering Him in Scripture
and the sacraments, especially
the Eucharist and confession,
are necessary. However, it is in
relating one’s life to Christ that
one begins to understand prayer
as a conversation with another,
rather than abstract thought
and reflection, disposing oneself
to receive from Christ, listen to
Him, and better recognize His
activity in one’s life. In his book,
Have I Been With You, Fr. Paul
Hoesing provides a helpful guide

to this topic
(distributed
by the
NCDVD). What is worth noting
here is that growing in the practice
of relating movements to Christ
and thus further entering into
the disposition of conversation
with Him allows one to recognize
the various movements one
experiences as things to be
discerned—are they from Christ,
the enemy, or oneself? Once one
begins relating to Christ, a new
stance, necessary for fruitful
discernment, is acquired.
Ask, and it will be given you;
seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks receives, and
he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened.
(RSV-CE Matt. 7:7-8)
Christ desires for us to approach
Him and converse with Him. An
experience of gratitude is not the
same as an expression of gratitude,
nor is a question pondered the
same as a question asked.
■ Lefor, who grew up attending the
Queen of Peace parish in Dickinson, is
studying at the Pontifical North American
College in Rome at the Theology I level.
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Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Letting go of our possessions requires humility
The Gospel story of the
rich young man can teach us
how to deal with our political
“possessions.”
The gospels tell us that the man
asked Jesus, “What must I do to
inherit eternal life?” Jesus restates
the commandments. The man
replies that he has observed the
commandments since his youth.
Mark’s account says that Jesus
looked at the man, “loved him,”
and said to him, “You are lacking
in one thing. Go, sell what you
have, and give to the poor and
you will have treasure in heaven;
then come, follow me.” The man
went away sad, for he had many
possessions.
Most reflections on the story
focus on how merely following the
commandments was considered
insufficient—at least for the young
man—and on Jesus’ warning,
immediately after the departure
of the young man, that it is “easier
for a camel to pass through eye of
a needle than for one who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.” There
is, however, more to the story.
It would be a mistake to
think that Jesus was instructing
everyone to give all their
possessions to the poor. He said
that possessions would make
it difficult, but not impossible,
to receive eternal life. Jesus

instructed this particular young
man to sell all that he had. Why?
I think the answer is found in
Mark’s explanation that Jesus
looked at the man and loved him.
It was a very personal message by
the only one who can see straight
into a person’s heart. Jesus saw
that, with this man, adherence to
the commandments would not be
enough. The man’s attachment
to possessions would always be
a barrier to giving his life fully to
God.
For that reason, we should
consider the story to be about
more than material wealth. We all
have attachments and possessions
to which we hold on, even as we
follow the commandments and
precepts of the church.
Political and ideological beliefs
can become such possessions.
People can buy-in to certain
philosophies and partisan
positions to the point that they
cling to them like the young man
and his wealth.
Some politically conservative
Catholics, for example, have a hard
time letting go of the presumption
that individualism and the free
market, not government, can
solve all problems even though
the church warns about potential
dangers of both. Some politically
liberal Catholics have difficulty

accepting that religious freedom
includes the right of institutions
to exercise their religious beliefs
in the public sphere. Some
Republican Catholics refuse
to accept the Catholic doctrine
that all workers have a right
to unionize. Some Democratic
Catholics adhere to the idea that
all state funded education must
be in public schools, despite that
fact that Catholic doctrine clearly
teaches that the state has a duty
to financially support a child’s
education at the place of the
parent’s choosing. The examples
are endless. No political party or
ideology is truly Catholic. When
we adhere to any at the expense
of embracing the fullness of the
Catholic faith, including Her social
doctrines, we become like the
young rich man holding on to his,
not His, possessions.
There is another aspect of the
story that is often missed. The
gospels say that the young, rich
man went away sad. That is so
unusual, at least in today’s context;
the fact that it is overlooked,
should be surprising.
Most people, who disagree
with the church’s social teachings
or “possess” a contrary view, get
dismissive or angry. They don’t get
sad. We hear and read rejoinders
with the mentality, “I’m Catholic,

but…” Or
they offer,
“Well, the
Pope is not
an economist.” Some claim, “The
Church should stick to making
people feel good and stay out of
politics.” Some popular phrases
are, “Times have changed,” or,
“The Pope did not really write
that.” Then, there is the standard
fallback position, “It is a matter of
prudential judgment.”
These are not statements of
sadness. They are expressions of
rejection. The rich, young man
might have walked away, but he
did so with a sadness that can
only come from humility and a
realization that he had heard the
truth. Otherwise, why would he be
sad?
I often wonder what happened
to the young, rich man. We don’t
know if he eventually disposed
of his possessions and followed
Jesus. Sadness can lead to
repentance and conversion. Anger
and willful ignorance cannot.
In that respect, the young man
is one step better than we who
stubbornly cling to our political
“possessions.”
■ Dodson serves as executive director of the
N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in
matters of public policy.

Guest Column
Being a Sister is not nunsense

SR. HANNAH

By Sister Hannah Vanorny, OSB
Annunciation Monastery
Editor’s note: In celebration
of the Year of Consecrated Life,
the following is a continuation of
a series of personal perspectives
from those living this holy life.
Recognize any of these stories?
Sister Julia accidentally kills
52 of her community members
with her poisonous cooking. The
Mother Superior decides to put
on a variety show to help pay for
the burials. Hilarity ensues as the
surviving nuns vie for the spotlight
in the show.
Sister Bertrille uses her light
weight (under 90 pounds), high
winds, and her heavily starched
cornette headpiece to fly around
and get caught up in all kinds of
wacky schemes.
After she witnesses a murder,
Sister Mary Clarence (aka Deloris
Wilson, Reno lounge singer) is
put into witness protection in
a convent of Poor Clares. She
eventually teaches the timid nuns
how to sing and the Sisters’ choir
becomes an instant sensation.
They are from Nunsense (a
musical), The Flying Nun (a
television show), and Sister Act
(a movie)—three popular shows
that I knew and loved as a child.
However, as much as I enjoyed
these stories, they did nothing to
teach me about what real Sisters
(or nuns) are like. As a result of
growing up only knowing Sisters
through the entertainment
industry, I assumed that most
Sisters were not terribly smart,
were overly timid, and clearly
needed help with skills like singing

and cooking.
I also assumed that all Sisters
were either excessively serious
(and never had any fun) or were
ridiculously silly, always getting
into absurd shenanigans. Nun
stereotypes abounded in my
head. It did not help that so many
people I knew had little nun
figurines, which were either the
saccharinely sweet angel-type, or
the mean teacher type, holding
rulers over kids’ heads. I also saw
sexy or “naughty nun” greeting
cards, calendars, and Halloween
costumes. Not surprisingly,
I never once thought about
becoming a Sister while I was
growing up! Who would want to
with those kinds of stereotypes out
there?
And then, thanks be to God,
during my senior year of college,
I met some “real” Sisters. They
were smart, obviously very skilled
in many areas, confident, and
full of joy. They were prayerful
wonderful women who were
nothing like any of the ridiculous
images I had seen of Sisters in the
media and in popular culture. It
was their joy that first drew me,
but it was their compassion that
really pulled me in. Because of
their deep faith in God and His
goodness, Sisters care about and
are kind to others. You can see it
in the way they treat one another
and strangers. They try to help in
areas where it is most needed.
Sisters taught and ran hospitals
in the past because teachers and
nurses were desperately needed
to serve new immigrants. They
continue to teach and practice

medical care today, but they do
so much more. Sisters across the
country and around the world
feed the hungry, love the unloved,
care for orphans, educate on
environmental issues, work to
help stop human trafficking, staff
pregnancy help centers, stand with
those in prison—and I could go on
and on. They do important work,
often work that nobody else wants
to do. They are far from the silly
stereotypes of Nunsense and The
Flying Nun.
Pope Francis has acknowledged
the work that Sisters have done
in the United States. At a virtual
papal audience in September, he
addressed Sr. Norma Pimentel,
who runs a welcome center at a
church in Texas, which has helped
more than 20,000 immigrants. “I
want to thank you,” Pope Francis
said to Sr. Norma. “And through
you to thank all the sisters of
religious orders in the U.S. for the

work that you
have done
and that you
do in the United States. It’s great.
I congratulate you. Be courageous.
Move forward. He went on: “I’ll
tell you one other thing. Is it
inappropriate for the Pope to say
this? I love you all very much.”
There are still countless nun
stereotypes out there. Many
people assume when they hear
that I am a Sister that I must
be extra holy. No, I am an
ordinary person trying (like many
others) to live a holy life. I am
doing it through my calling as a
Benedictine Sister of Annunciation
Monastery in Bismarck. I am
proud to call myself a Sister today.
I know that my community of
Sisters, and indeed those around
the world, stand ready to rise
beyond the stereotypes and
continue to help those in need.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection
of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing
the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage
anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward and let
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle,
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575.
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be
found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan
or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior. To enable
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is defined
for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing
effective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct
at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Ag Attitudes

I was afraid to ask

JAMES ODERMANN

There is something special
about the smell of dirt. It could be
freshly tilled dirt from seeding or
it could be a shovelful of dirt from
a flower patch or garden spot.
Freshly moved dirt gives off the
good smell of the earth, the result
of the activities of the billions of
microbes working to keep soil
healthy—the “underground herd”
as soil scientists call the microbes.
The smell of dirt ranks right up
there with many of the aromas
that emanate from the kitchen
when I enter the house after
working in the dirt. The odors are
different; both are good.
Dirt is that ubiquitous
substance which provides the
vegetables, fruit and meat we
enjoy at family Sunday dinners.
Dirt is important to sustain life.
In the business of food
production (whether it be a
large-, medium- or small-scale
agricultural enterprise or a family
garden), dirt is the common
denominator and needs to be
respected, cared for properly. Dirt
is necessary—and it is everywhere.
We walk on dirt. We roll on
it. We build houses, schools,
hospitals, and many other
structures on dirt. Dirt is a
substance that gets no respect at
all.
So, as I went round and round
(or back and forth) while seeding
winter wheat, I thought about
dirt and how special dirt really is.
I remembered a statement from
Dad, “Dirt under your fingernails
is good for you. It connects you
with your roots.”

True. Dirt takes me back to
my roots. Remember, “you are
dust and unto dust you shall
return” is the intonation from Ash
Wednesday.
Some day I will be dust (dirt).
So, as I trolled along in the dirt,
I thought about how dirt serves
without asking for anything in
return.
I am called to serve in the same
way. Serving is not merely waiting
on my family, friends, business
associates, and those who even
choose not to like me.
Serving others means acts of
care, kindness and courtesy. It
means loving like God loves me,
and loving with a joyful heart.
Love is a joyful heart making a
conscious choice to rid myself of
prejudices, to look at each day as a
gift during which God gives me an
opportunity.
The opportunity is to reveal
God’s love and joy, to be a conduit
for the blessings of grace which
God daily showers onto me. Grace
is infinitely available to help me
line up, to serve (like dirt), without
asking for anything in return.
Grace helps me forget a cross
word, to forgive and to ask for
forgiveness, to love with a joyful
heart. I pray I am up to the task.
Care to join me?
■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on

the family farm in Billings County. They are
members of the Church of St. Patrick in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic celebrations
there as well as at the Churches of St. Bernard
(Belfield) and St. Mary (Medora).

PET BLESSING

Submitted photos
Each fall, a pet blessing
takes place for school
children across the
diocese. At right, Fr. Todd
Kreitinger, pastor of St.
Patrick in Dickinson,
blessed the pets of the
fourth graders from
Trinity Elementary
West. The backyard had
many of the usual cats
and dogs, plus a horse
and a goat. Top, Fr.
Jared Johnson blessed
a variety of pets of the
children at Cathedral
School including several
dogs, rodents and even
some chickens among
other animals.

FR. GARY BENZ

Q:

Should I fear
for loved ones
who have left
the Church?

A:

For the faithful and devoted
Catholic, it is a heavy burden
when a family member
rejects their Catholic faith and
“leaves” the Catholic Church. It
hurts deeply when the faith, which
is the very core and foundation
of one’s life, is scorned and
disregarded.
To ease the pain, some offer what
they believe is helpful advice like,
“It doesn’t matter what church
they attend as long as they go to
church.” Others say, “As long as they
live a good life, God will be merciful
to them.” Or, “God doesn’t judge
them, nor should we.” This advice is
meant to offer solace and comfort,
but deep down we know it is not
of God.
Rejecting the Catholic Faith is a
grave matter, for in rejecting the
Body of Christ, the Church, one is
also rejecting Jesus Christ, who
is its Head (c.f. Colossians 1:18).
The Church is very clear in Her
teaching on this matter. In the
document Lumen Gentium of the
Second Vatican Council, we read,
“Whosoever, therefore, knowing
that the Catholic Church was made
necessary by Christ would refuse
to enter or remain in it, could not
be saved” (#14). Indeed, we should
fear for loved ones who have left
the Church; they may lose God for
all eternity. But, do not lose hope,
for there are paths back to the
Church for those who have strayed
from the fold and we can assist
with this journey home.
First, most people who have left
the Catholic Church do not know
what they left behind. Because
of poor catechesis, the harmful
influence of the secular culture
in which we live, the forceful
proselytizing of religious sects,
a rebellious stage of life, or for
a whole host of other reasons,
some Catholics have rejected the
Catholic faith and its teachings.
But did they understand what
they rejected? When you question
lapsed Catholics about the Catholic
faith, you come to realize their
ignorance of the faith or the
mischaracterizations of the faith,
which they have embraced. They
have bought into the lies of the
“evil one” and we need to counter
error with the truth. Towards this
end, invite them to adult faith
formation classes or RCIA in your
parish, encourage them to listen to
Catholic Radio or watch EWTN on
television, share a great Catholic

CATHOLIC TRIVIA

Dirt connects us
with our roots

resource with them from your
personal or parish library, invite
them to a Catholic retreat, have
them speak with your pastor, invite
them to the Holy Mass, or welcome
them to a Catholic Bible study.
Those who left the Church do not
understand what they left behind;
it is your duty to enlighten them.
Don’t fret about this seemingly
daunting task because the Holy
Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, will be
with you. The work is His; you are
merely an instrument.
Second, we must believe in the
power of God’s grace to bring
people back to the Church.
Technically, they never really “left”
because you can’t undo your
baptism. Once you have been
indelibly marked by Jesus Christ
in the sacrament of baptism, you
are forever His. As Jesus reminds
us through the Prophet Isaiah, “I
will never forget you my people.
See, upon the palm of my hands,
I have written your name” (1516). Through fervent prayer, the
offering of Mass intentions, and
personal sacrifices, we beg God to
renew the grace of baptism, with
its accompanying renewed love for
the Church, in those who are away
from the Body of Christ. Never
doubt that this worthy prayer
intention will go unanswered,
even if someone is away from the
Church for years or even decades.
Sadly, you may approach your
death with the sorrow of knowing
that someone you love is still away
from the Church. But, take heart,
for you will continue praying for
them from heaven, where your
prayers are even more powerful
before the Throne of the Lamb. Like
St. Therese of Lisieux, we want to
spend all of eternity doing good
for souls on earth, including the
souls of our family members who
are away from Jesus Christ and the
Church.
Indeed, we are greatly saddened
when someone we love abandons
the Catholic faith; it is our life.
Rightly so, we are worried about
the possible loss of salvation in
heaven for them. Yet, time and time
again, Jesus reminded His disciples,
“Be not afraid.” We need to listen to
this advice as well. Trust that sound
Catholic teaching and fervent
prayers can do great things in the
souls of those who have wandered
from the fold. Never give up on the
lost sheep; the Good Shepherd will
always lead them home.
■ Benz is pastor of Queen of the Most
Holy Rosary in Stanley and St. Ann in
Berthhold. If you have a question you
were afraid to ask, now is the time to ask
it! Simply email your question to info@
bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question
Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

Test yourself!
When one is visiting St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, one should
always touch the foot of what statue?
A. St. Paul
B. St. John
C. St. Peter
D. St. Matthew
Theotokos is Greek for what?
A. Godbearer
B. Lamb of God
C. Holy Spirit
D. Immaculate Mary
Who saw visions of Mary that sparked the conversion of
nine million Mexicans?
A. Padre Gomez
B. Hernando Cortez
C. Juan Diego
D. Juan Valdez
1.(C) St. Peter 2. (A) Godbearer 3. (C) Juan Diego
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FINANCIALLY STRONG
for 39 Consecutive Years
Donate your car to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Help protect your family with
the A++, Superior financial strength
of the Knights of Columbus.

Aaron Mahlmann

Mike Vetter

Bismarck
(701) 222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

Minot
(701) 837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Pat Dolan
Don Willey
Bismarck
(701) 751-0522
don.willey@kofc.org

General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Frank Greff
Dickinson
(701) 483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE

DISABILITY INSURANCE

LONG-TERM CARE

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

The car will be picked up within 24 hours, the tax
paperwork will be sent to you and all funds will be
used within the Diocese of Bismarck:
www.svdpusacars.com or call (800) 322-8284.
For more information on the diocesan chapters
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul visit
svdpbismarck.org and svdpminot.org

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price
from anywhere in the USA

^ĞǀĞƌĂůƚƌŝƉƐƚŽĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚĚĞƐƚŝŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ͗ƚŚĞ,ŽůǇ>ĂŶĚ͖/ƚĂůǇ͖&ƌĂŶĐĞ͕
WŽƌƚƵŐĂů͕Θ^ƉĂŝŶ͖WŽůĂŶĚ͖DĞĚũƵŐŽƌũĞ͕>ŽƵƌĚĞƐ͕Θ&ĂƚŝŵĂ͖/ƌĞůĂŶĚ
Θ^ĐŽƚůĂŶĚ͖ŶŐůĂŶĚ͖ƵƐƚƌŝĂ͕'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ͕Θ^ǁŝƚǌĞƌůĂŶĚ͖'ƌĞĞĐĞΘ
dƵƌŬĞǇ͖ůĂŵŝŶŽĚĞ^ĂŶƚŝĂŐŽ͖sŝŬŝŶŐƌƵŝƐĞƐ͖ĂƌŝďďĞĂŶƌƵŝƐĞƐ͖
ƵĚĂƉĞƐƚ͖WƌĂŐƵĞ͖KƵƌ>ĂĚǇŽĨ'ƵĂĚĂůƵƉĞ͖ŽŵĞƐƚŝĐĞƐƚŝŶĂƚŝŽŶƐ͖
ĞƚĐ͘͘͘
tĞĂůƐŽƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝǌĞŝŶĐƵƐƚŽŵƚƌŝƉƐĨŽƌŝƐŚŽƉƐ͕WƌŝĞƐƚƐ͕ĂŶĚ
ĞĂĐŽŶƐ͘
Call us 24/7
508-340-9370
www.proximotravel.com
855-842-8001
anthony@proximotravel.com
Carmela Manago
carmela@proximotravel.com
Executive Director

SAVE
THE DATE

Retrouvaille
A Lifeline for Marriages

Jan. 15-17, 2016

DECEMBER 1, 2015

Bismarck, ND
Aftercare sessions provided
Registration is limited

retrouvaille.org or
bismarckdiocese.com/retrouvaille
Tara Brooke, Director of Family Ministry
7ROO)UHH
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com
Retrouvaille is sponsored by the Diocese
of Bismarck and is open to any married
couple struggling in their relationship
regardless of faith denomination.

What comes after Black Friday
and Cyber Monday?

#GivingTuesday is an opportunity
to give back and make a difference for
our seminarians, priests, and parishes.
For more information go to
www.CatholicFoundationDOB.com
or follow us on Facebook & Twitter.
You may also call Eve Mercer,
Development Assistant, at 701-204-7229.

