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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Deacon Doug Krebs is looking 
forward to giving back.

Krebs will be ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of Bismarck on 
May 31 at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit. 

“Besides offering the Holy 
Mass, I am looking forward to 
giving back what I have received, 
in particular hearing confessions 
and being an instrument of God’s 
mercy,” Doug said.

It’s a journey that developed 
gradually into a great love of God 
and His calling.

“I fi rst thought of the seminary 
and the priesthood, when I was 
on a pilgrimage to Rome after 
my senior year of high school,” 
Doug explained. “Fr. Josh Ehli 
was a seminarian at the time on 
the pilgrimage, and he asked if 
anyone wanted to go to the Church 
of Sant’ Anatasia for adoration. 
For some reason I went with 
him. During those few minutes 

of prayer, I fi rst thought that the 
seminary was a possibility.”

With the fi rst thoughts of the 
priesthood, Doug entered the 
seminary after his fi rst year of 
college. 

“I thought I should at least give 
it a try, and that it would make me 
a better man,” he noted. “I really 
didn’t know if I was supposed 
to be a priest or not. After three 
semesters of seminary, God gave 
me a desire to be a priest. Since 
then, my desire to serve God as 
a priest has grown greatly every 
year.”

As Doug readies for his 
priestly ordination, he refl ected 
on memorable moments during 
seminary formation. 

“Other than my diaconate 
ordination, my most memorable 
moment in seminary was when I 
got the opportunity to be an altar 
server at Midnight Mass at St. 
Peter’s for Pope Benedict XVI,” 
Doug recounted. “Before Mass 
began, I was in the vesting room 

holding his vestments, watching 
him get recollected for the Mass. It 
was a moment I will never forget, 
because it was such a prayerful 
moment watching the Pope get 
ready.”

He’s grateful that God has 
called him to be one of His priests.

“There are so many good priests 
in the diocese, and I just hope that 
I can continue the good work that 
they are doing for the people of 
God in the Diocese of Bismarck,” 
he said.

For all priests, ordination is a 
profound moment that launches a 
lifetime of service to God’s people.

Director of Vocations Fr. Josh 
Waltz says it’s actually hard to put 
into words.

“I think there are mixed 
emotions of excitement and the 
unknown, but at the same time 

a bit of being overwhelmed due 
to the fact that seminary is not 
priesthood. There is only so much 
that a seminary can do and then 
a man has to just ‘put out into the 
deep’ and let God provide for his 
defi ciencies,” Fr. Waltz said.

He recalls the excitement of his 
own ordination nearly 10 years ago 
in 2007. 

“I remember being so excited 
to simply celebrate the Mass 
and forgive sins, yet feeling the 
intensity of so great a gift which 
was about to be bestowed upon 
such an unworthy person,” he 
shared. “There really is an awe and 
amazement mixed with knowledge 
of one’s weakness and sinfulness. 
What God does in an ordination is 
truly extraordinary and life giving, 
not only to the man, but to the 
whole church.”

My desire to serve God
Krebs to be ordained May 31
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Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Those attending the annual Mass and pastoral visit at Marillac Manor in Bismarck earlier 
this month greeted Bishop Kagan.

While we continue to 
celebrate the Easter 
Season, let us not forget 

that we also continue to celebrate 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. In 
fact, the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus, the Paschal 
Mystery, is the defi nitive act of 
God’s mercy given to each of us 
and to all of us.

The question for us then is 
simply this: How do we respond to 
God’s mercy? Do we accept it with 
great humility knowing that we 
do not deserve it? Do we respond 
with sincere gratitude knowing 
that we could never have saved 
ourselves from the power and 
ravages of our sins?  

Do we ignore God’s gift of 
mercy by speaking, thinking 
and acting as if Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday never happened? In 
a word, have we and do we allow 
God Himself and His merciful 
grace into our daily lives so that 
we can be and will be reformed 
into a better image and icon of 
Him?

These questions, which each 
of us should ask ourselves often, 
are not meant to make us feel bad 
or insult our efforts to be good 

people. They are meant to be those 
regular “checks” on our behavior 
to help us do what is truly good 
and virtuous and help us avoid the 
many temptations to sin and sin 
itself.

One of the very best guides for 
us, especially during this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy, is the Church’s 
description of the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy. The 
reason the works of mercy are so 
effective is that we can do all of 
them or some of them depending 
on our abilities. However, all of 
us can do them, depending on 
our talents and means and in 
performing them we serve Jesus 
out of love for Him and for our 
neighbor, whom He loves.

To feed the hungry, to give 
drink to the thirsty, to clothe the 
naked, to shelter the homeless, to 
visit the imprisoned, to visit the 
sick and to bury the dead (cf. Mt. 
25: 31-46), are real and tangible 
actions we can perform. However, 
it is not just a matter of doing 
something nice; it is a matter 
of doing something for another 
and not expecting anything in 
return, even a “thank you.” We 
are merciful to others because we 
know it is the good and right thing 
to be and to do because we love 
God unconditionally.

To instruct the ignorant, to 
counsel the doubtful, to admonish 
a sinner, to bear wrongs patiently, 
to forgive offenses willingly, to 
comfort the sorrowful and to pray 
for the living and the dead, are just 
as real and tangible acts of mercy 
as the corporal works of mercy. 
These works of mercy are also 
done without expecting anything 
in return and are done for another 
because they are good.

The theme for the Jubilee is 
“Merciful like the Father.” Let 
us realize that the Lord is truly 
merciful to us. Should we not do 
our best to imitate Him in being 
merciful to others?

Imitate Him in being 
merciful to others

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE 
MAY 2016

FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

Bishop  David D. Kagan

SOCIAL MEDIA

Follow the Diocese on Twitter @BisDiocese
and follow Bishop Kagan @VescovoDDK

Visit our website at www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.

Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for 
videos from the Church in western N.D.

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese 
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them 
with your friends.

May 1 • Confi rmation at the Church of St. 
Wenceslaus, Dickinson, 
9:30 a.m. MT

 • Confi rmation at the Church of St. 
Patrick, Dickinson, 12 p.m. MT

May 3 • Parish Expansion Fund Board 
Meeting, Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 11 a.m. 

May 4 • Confi rmation for the Churches of 
St. Bernard, Belfi eld, and St. Mary, 
South Heart, in Belfi eld, 6 p.m. MT

May 5 • Home on the Range Board 
Meeting, Sentinel Butte, 2 p.m. MT 

May 6 • Building Commission Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 12:30 p.m.

 • Confi rmation at the Church of the 
Ascension, Bismarck, 7 p.m. 

May 8 • Confi rmation for the Churches of 
the Holy Trinity, Hettinger, Sacred 
Heart, Scranton, and Sacred Heart, 
Reeder, in Hettinger, 
10:30 a.m. MT

May 9 • Annual Blue Mass, Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
5:30 p.m. 

May 10 • Catholic Charities Annual Caritas 
Award Luncheon, Spirit of Life, 
Mandan, 11:30 a.m. 

 • Catholic Charities General Board 
Meeting, Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 1 p.m. 

May 11 • Annual Mass and Pastoral Visit to 
CHI St. Alexius Health, Bismarck, 
10:30 a.m. 

 • Confi rmation at the Church of St. 
Anne, Bismarck, 7 p.m. 

May 13 • Installation of Archbishop 
Bernard Hebda, St. Paul, MN

May 14 • Pentecost Vigil Mass, Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 5 p.m. 

May 15 • Confi rmation for the Churches of 
St. Ann, Hebron and Sacred Heart, 
Glen Ullin, at Hebron, 10 a.m.

 • Confi rmation at the Church of 
St. Martin, Center 1:15 p.m. 

May 17 • Real Presence Radio interview, 
9 a.m. 

May 18 • Confi rmation at the Church of 
Corpus Christi, Bismarck, 7 p.m. 

May 19 • All-staff  Mass, Chancery chapel, 
8 a.m.

 • Directors Staff  Meeting, Center for 
Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 
9:15 a.m. 

May 21 • Public Mass Celebrating Election 
of Prioress, Our Lady of the 
Annunciation, Chapel Bismarck, 
1 p.m.

May 22 • Parish Visit to Churches of Our 
Lady of Consolation, Alexander, 
and Epiphany, Watford City 

May 23 • Diaconate Ordination of Gregory 
Luger, Church of the Ascension, 
Bismarck, 3 p.m. 

May 24 • Mass for Expectant Parents, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 6 p.m. 

May 28 • Inauguration Dinner for First 
President of Bishop Ryan Catholic 
Schools, Grand International 
Hotel, Minot, 7 p.m. 

May 29 • Graduation at Bishop Ryan High 
School, Minot, 12 p.m.

 • Graduation at St. Mary’s Central 
High School, Bismarck, 3 p.m.

May 31 • Priestly Ordination of Douglas 
Krebs, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 3 p.m. 
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CLERGY APPOINTMENTS
Bishop of Bismarck

David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The memorable bible scripture 
about faith, hope and love is read 
at many weddings and displayed 
in many homes. But sometimes 
you fi nd a couple that really lives it 
each day of their lives together.

In 1941, Tom and Jean met 
at a church youth group in 
Minneapolis. They were supposed 
to be married in December 1941, 
but had to postpone their plans. 
Due to the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, Tom was called off to 
military duty. 

But their love was unstoppable. 
Jean travelled by herself from 
Minnesota to see Tom in 
Washington State. She checked 
with a number of different priests 
to fi nd one who would perform 
their wedding ceremony, but they 
all said no, due to her young age. 
Tom was 23, Jean was just 18.

She fi nally found a priest, but 
discovered Tom was not allowed to 
leave his post. So on Jan. 22, 1942, 
Tom snuck off the air force base to 
marry Jean at St. James Church in 
Vancouver, Wash.—and then had 
to sneak back onto the base after 
the wedding! 

They were apart three years 
during the war, as Tom was 
stationed in England. But that 
wasn’t even the toughest time of 
their marriage. Their faith, hope 

and love were tested further, when 
at age 49, Tom went into cardiac 
arrest. Jean knelt down in front of 
a crucifi x and prayed, “I can’t be a 
single mom. I can’t do this alone. 
But, Lord, thy will be done.” 

By the grace of God, his body 
recovered and he was healed. They 
give the glory to God and have 
leaned on their faith throughout 
their marriage.

The Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter recently announced 
Tom and Jean as North Dakota’s 
2015 Longest Married Couple. 
After 73 years of marriage and at 
ages 97 and 93, they celebrate this 
accomplishment with their fi ve 
children, 12 grandchildren, and 12 
great-grandchildren. 

Tom and Jean, known as the 
family’s “prayer warriors,” have 
been members of the Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit for over 60 years. 
They have been active parish 
members, including being ushers 
and teaching various grades of 
CCD.

One of their “secrets” they share 
about marriage is that they hold 
hands and pray together each 
night. It’s all part of the way they 
boldly live out their faith, hope…
and so much love. 

-Submitted information

Celebrating 73 years
McNultys named ND’s longest married couple

Submitted photo
 Worldwide Marriage Encounter recently named Tom and Jean McNulty as North Dakota’s 
2015 Longest Married Couple.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for May:

Universal: Respect for Women
That in every country of the world, women 

may be honored and respected and that 
their essential contribution to society may 
be highly esteemed.

Evangelization: Holy Rosary
That families, communities, and groups may 

pray the Holy Rosary for evangelization and 
peace.

The Benedictine Sisters 
of Annunciation Monastery, 
Bismarck, have elected a new 
prioress, Sr. Nicole Kunze, OSB. 
Sister Nicole, 44, succeeds Sister 
Nancy Miller, who has served eight 
years as prioress. 

The new prioress will be 
formally installed on Friday, 
May 20, in the presence of the 
Benedictine community and the 
Federation president. A public 
celebration will be held Saturday, 
May 21 at 1 p.m. in Our Lady of the 
Annunciation Chapel, Benedictine 
Center for Servant Leadership.

The sisters spent sacred time 
together, and individually, to 
discern and hold conversations 
about the future directions set 
forth by the monastic community 
and who might be the sister 
to provide leadership into the 
future.“I am truly humbled and 

overwhelmed at the faith my 
community of sisters has placed in 
me,” says Sr. Nicole. “In the days 
and weeks to come, I will learn 
more about what this really means 
in terms of my responsibilities as 
prioress. I cherish and appreciate 

the love and support surrounding 
me.”

Born and raised near Valley 
City, to Allen and Marilyn Kunze, 
Sr. Nicole is the oldest of three 
children. She became acquainted 
with the Sisters of Annunciation 
Monastery while she attended 
the University of Mary where she 
received her undergraduate degree 
in biology. Sister Nicole earned 
a Ph.D. in chemical education 
from the University of Northern 
Colorado, Greeley, Colo. She 
is completing her tenth year of 
service at the University of Mary 
where she is associate professor of 
chemistry.

As prioress, Sr. Nicole will 
provide leadership in the sisters’ 
sponsored institutions: CHI St. 
Alexius Health, the University 
of Mary and Garrison Memorial 
Hospital. She will serve as 

president of the board at the 
University of Mary. 

A member of Annunciation 
Monastery since 1996, Sister 
Nicole taught chemistry and 
biology at St. Mary’s Central 
High School for fi ve years prior 
to attending graduate school. 
Within the monastery, Sr. Nicole 
serves on the monastic council, 
sponsorship council and fi nance 
council. She is corporate secretary 
for the monastery.

As the spiritual and 
administrative leader of the 
religious community of 43 sisters 
and one postulant, Sr. Nicole 
will guide the sisters in the 
implementation of their new long-
range plan. “I am excited about 
the directions our community has 
chosen for the next four years,” 
she says. 

-Submitted information

Sister Nicole Kunze elected prioress
New leader chosen for Annunciation Monastery

Sr. Nicole Kunze, OSB

   
The following appointments, with 
the permission of Bishop David D. 
Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L., are eff ective 
July 1, 2016. 

The Reverend 
David L. 
Zimmer, J.C.L. 
to be pastor of 
the Churches 
of St. Anthony, 
Linton; St. Paul, 
Hazelton; and St. 
Katherine, Braddock.

The Reverend 
David A. 
Richter, 
to be pastor 
of the Church 
of St. John the 
Apostle, Minot.
 
The Reverend 
Basil J. Atwell, 
OSB, 
with the 
agreement of 
his religious 
superior, to be 
pastor of the 
Churches of St. Nicholas, Garrison; 
Immaculate Conception, Max; and 
Sacred Heart, White Shield. 

The Reverend 
John Paul 
Gardner,
to be pastor of 
the Churches 
of St. Peter, Fort 
Yates; St. Elizabeth, 
Cannon Ball; St. 
James, Porcupine; St. Philomena, 
Selfridge; and Sacred Heart, Solen.
 
The Reverend 
Robert P. Shea, 
Diocesan Ethicist 
to be also chaplain 
for the University 
of Mary.

The Reverend 
Joseph P. Antony,
to be chaplain 
for CHI St. Alexius 
Health, Bismarck.

The Reverend 
Douglas Krebs, 
newly ordained, 
to be chaplain and 
religion instructor 
for Bishop Ryan 
Catholic School, 
Minot, and 
parochial vicar for the Church of 
St. Leo the Great, Minot.

Rev. David A. Richter

Rev. Basil J. Atwell

Rev. David L. Zimmer

Rev. John Paul Gardner

Rev. Robert P. Shea

Rev. Joseph P. Antony

Rev. Douglas Krebs
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By Amanda Evinger
Mother’s Day often reminds 

us to realize the central role our 
mothers play in our lives. Besides 
the obvious role of giving us life, 
it’s important to comprehend how 
awesome what they “do all day” 
is, and show them our gratitude 
often. 

Thankfully, our diocese has 
been blessed with so many women 
who embrace the vocation of 
motherhood with remarkable faith 
and courage. Three mothers offer 
their insight into family life and 
having two sons each ordained to 
the priesthood.

Mary Richter, who is married 
to Victor and has 14 children, 
including Fr. David Richter and 
Msgr. Tom Richter, as well as 
55 grandchildren and fi ve great-
grandchildren, testifi es to just 
how rewarding motherhood 
really is.“There are so many joys 
about being a mother!” Mary 
says. “It is truly a blessing to have 
children. It is plenty of hard work 
and sacrifi ce, but when we get 
married to someone, we promise 
in our vows to be open to life. 
Some of my favorite memories 
of being a mother are from when 
we were all in church together, 
when the children received their 
sacraments, and when they got 
married or ordained. There is not 
just one occasion that stands out 
as special—there are so many. 
When you are young and the 
children are all young, it can seem 
overwhelming at times, but the 
older you get, the more you realize 
what a gift it is to have children.”

Mary’s son Fr. David Richter 
refl ects on the vocation of 
motherhood recognizing its 
importance to the church.“First 
and foremost, the vocation of 
motherhood is one of the great 
gifts that God has given to us,” Fr. 
David shares. “In the beginning, 
He told us to be fruitful and 
multiply. The Church is considered 
a mother, and the Virgin Mary was 
given to us as a mother. Obviously, 
motherhood is very important to 
God. It is so magnifi cent!”    

In fact, Fr. Richter claims 
raising up holy families is, in fact, 
raising up the future of Mother 
Church. He observes, “If you don’t 
have holy families, you won’t have 
religious and priestly vocations 
in the future, or even more holy 
families.”    

Theresa Waltz, mother of Fr. 
Justin and Fr. Joshua Waltz, 
agrees that being a mother is an 
extraordinary grace from God. 
Now, as mothers of priests, each 
of the women thank God for the 
graces He gave them to raise 
their children to honor God, and 
in the heart of the Church, be an 
instrument of his love.    

Looking back, Mary feels there 
were many elements that helped 
nourish their children with faith 
and virtue, and ultimately guide 
them to their vocations in life.    
“We made sure we talked about 
our faith at the dinner table or 
when we were working inside 
with the girls or outside with the 
boys,” Mary says. “It was part of 
our every day life. We told them 
we expected them to meet certain 

standards, and explained to them 
why. I believe communicating 
with your children is so important. 
Also, we prayed the family rosary 
and kept parish life at the heart of 
our activities as a family. If there 
was something going on at church, 
we were there.”    

Even when going to Mass with 
children wasn’t always easy, 
Theresa and Herb still took them 
to church with them, and this 
devotion has born fruit. “I brought 
my boys to Mass with me all the 
time, even when they were little. I 
was a teacher, and I felt it was so 
important to stay at home with my 
boys that I quit my job,” Theresa 
says. “We had to sell our home and 
live in a trailer house, but it was 
worth being there for my children 
all day. I also think it is helpful for 
Catholic families to have friends 
with similar ideas who believe that 
religion is very important as well.”    

As far as “nurturing the seed” 
of priestly vocations in the family, 
Theresa says prayer was the 
driving force. “Some people ask 
me how I got to have two sons who 
are priests, and I don’t think I did 
anything. I just didn’t get in God’s 
way. I have always believed that 
it was God’s will and not mine. I 
encouraged the priesthood all the 
time. I started ‘storming heaven’ 
with prayer, and praying for my 
sons’ vocations the day they were 
born. My grandma prayed for 40 

years to have a priest in the family, 
and my mother prayed for it. We 
also had Masses said to have a 
priest in our family. We prayed the 
rosary all the time and we prayed 
the boys would be priests when 
they grew up.”     

Patricia Shea, mother of Msgr. 
James Shea and Fr. Robert Shea, 
has witnessed that prayer, in fact, 
is the best tool there is. Patricia 
and her husband Joseph have 
eight children, including a son, 
Matthew, who died in childhood, 
as well as six grandchildren.  “I 
am a convert to Catholicism, and 
I became Catholic before we got 
married because we wanted to 
raise our children in one faith,” 
Patricia says. “It was never a 
question of whether we were going 

to go to Mass or not. It wasn’t 
even an option! We weren’t an 
extraordinary family whatsoever, 
but God has blessed us anyhow. As 
far as our sons’ priestly vocations, 
we were always supportive and 
open to talking about it with our 
children. Prayer is so important. I 
really believe that mothers should 
pray all throughout their day, no 
matter how busy. Families need to 
pray together, and keep prayer at 
the center of their family life.”    

Let us open our hearts to a 
more authentic appreciation of 
our heavenly Mother Mary, as well 
as our earthly mothers. And most 
of all, let us lift up the vocation 
of motherhood, and savor the 
blessing of children.

Honoring motherhood
Mothers off er insight into helping their children fi nd their vocations

Shea family

Richter family

Waltz family
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UPCOMING EVENTS
■ Volunteers needed for
 THIRST 2016
Join us October 28-30, 2016 at the 
Bismarck Event Center for THIRST 
2016. This exciting and free event 
has something for all ages and 
backgrounds. Featured guests include: 
Edwin Cardinal O’Brien, Dr. Ray 
Guarendi, Audrey Assad, Leah Darrow, 
Fr. Dwight Longenecker, Cat.Chat, 
and others. Volunteers are needed 
in various areas including: security, 
signage, facility planning, information 
committee, and food coordinators. 
Contact Holly Krumm at hkrumm@
bismarckdiocese.com.

■ Marriage encounter weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekends in this diocese 
are: Nov. 11-13 in Medora and 
Jan. 6-8, 2017 in Mandan. Early 
registration is highly recommended. 
For more information visit our website 
at: ndwwme.org or contact Rob and 
Angie at 701-347-1998.

■ Father-Daughter Ball May 7
Join the fun at the fi rst-ever diocese-
sponsored Father-Daughter Ball 
on Saturday, May 7 at the Bismarck 
Municipal Country Club. The event is 
for fathers and daughters (age 4-18) 
to enjoy supper, a grand march and 
dance. The social begins at 5 p.m. with 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are $50 per 
father-daughter couple and $10 for 
each additional daughter. Register 
online at bismarckdiocese.com/ball. 
Contact Tara Brooke at the diocese for 
more information at 204-7209.

■ Quilt show May 7
The Caring Hearts Quilters will 
hold their annual show and sale on 
Saturday, May 7 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at parish center at Corpus Christi in 
Bismarck. Quilts will be on display with 
over 100 for sale. There will also be a 
raffl  e. Sister Nancy Gunderson, O.S.B. of 
Annunciation Monastery will have the 
featured exhibit. Admission is free and 
refreshments will be served.

■ Blue Mass May 9
The fi fth annual Blue Mass will be 
held on Monday, May 9 at 5:30 p.m. 
at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 
Bismarck. All are invited to attend 
this special Mass to pray for all active, 
retired and deceased law enforcement 
offi  cers, fi re fi ghters and emergency 
medical personnel. 

■ Mass for expectant parents 
May 24
The Mass for expectant parents will 
be held Tuesday, May 24 at 6 p.m. 

at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
in Bismarck. Bishop Kagan will be 
the main celebrant. It will include a 
blessing for the child in the womb and 
for the parents, followed by a light 
reception in the church basement.

■ Corpus Christi event at 
St. Clement’s May 28
St. Clement’s Church (one hour west 
of Bismarck) will have a celebration 
for the feast of Corpus Christi on 
Saturday, May 28. This special occasion 
honoring the precious Body and 
Blood of our Lord will begin with a 
Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. concluding with 
an outdoor Eucharistic procession. 
Young girls are invited to dress up 
and participate as fl ower girls in the 
procession. Immediately after Mass will 
be a potluck supper with music and an 
outdoor dance (weather permitting) 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Please bring a 
dish to share at the potluck, as well 
as lawn chairs, blankets, and clothing 
appropriate for outdoor activities. 
A free will off ering will be taken for 
repainting the church. To get to St. 
Clement’s, take exit 108 for Glen Ullin 
on I-94, and go north seven miles. For 
more information or to volunteer, call 
878-4167 or email Renae Duppong at 
renae.duppong@gmail.com. 

■ Kids day at monastery July 29
Girls ages 8-14 are invited to 
Annunciation Monastery for “A Joyful 
Spirit Day” on Friday, July 29 from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Enjoy a fun 
(and free) day of activities with the 
sisters including meeting new friends, 
prayer, games, crafts and food. For 
more information or to register, call 
Sr. Hannah at 425-9734 or email 
hvanorny@gmail.com.

■ Chant Camp Aug. 15-19
St. Anne’s Church in Bismarck is 
off ering an opportunity for children 
ages 7-17 to learn about singing and 
reading sacred music during a Chant 
Camp Aug. 15-19. No prior musical 
experience is necessary. Families from 
any parish of the diocese are welcome. 
Attendance is required each day of 
camp. The fee is $50 per child and $25 
per sibling. No child will be turned 
away because of fi nancial hardship. 
Scholarships are available through 
the diocese’s Offi  ce of Divine Worship. 
Children will be given musical and 
liturgical training to keep for life. 
Register online by Aug. 1 at www.
stannesbismarck.org/chant-camp.

5th Annual  Blue Mass
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck
Monday, May 9, 5:30 p.m.

All are invited.
The Blue Mass is an 
opportunity to pray 
for all active, retired 
and deceased law 

enforcement offi cers, 
fi refi ghters and 

emergency medical 
personnel.

A community is made up of people with roots spreading all 
around the world. A gathering at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
church in Stanley served as a perfect setting for those people to 
share their story through food. 

The Taste of the Nations event, held last month, offered ethnic 
dishes from various countries including Ireland, Italy, Germany, 
Norway, Mexico, Sweden, the Philippines, Russia, Holland and, 
of course, the United States. The evening included tasty food and 
stories of family history. As each person “traveled” from country 
to country, they had opportunity to learn about another culture or 
dream of a land they would possibly visit one day, 

The event was a fundraiser for the church’s youth programs. 
—Submitted information

Trip around the 
world with food

Sister Glenna Raybell, 
OSB 

Sister 
Glenna 
Raybell, 83, a 
member of the 
Benedictine 
Sisters of 
Annunciation 
Monastery, 
Bismarck, 
died Monday, 
April 18, 
2016, at a 
Bismarck care 
center. Mass of Christian burial 
was held April 20 in the Chapel of 
Annunciation Monastery.

Glenna Jean was born June 
29, 1932, in Paulsbo, Wash. She 
was the second of four children of 
Glen Elwood and Ruby Elizabeth 
(Nupp) Raybell. She and her two 
sisters and brother grew up in the 
state of Washington.

She entered Annunciation 
Monastery in 1953 and was 
given the name, Sister Peter.She 
later changed to her birth name 
of Glenna. Sister Glenna made 
monastic profession July 11, 1955.  

She earned bachelor’s degrees 
in elementary and secondary 
education from the University 
of Mary, a master’s degree in 
social work from the University of 
Illinois and a licentiate in canon 

law from St. Paul’s Pontifi cal 
University, Ottawa, Canada.

She taught in Catholic 
elementary and secondary 
schools in Bismarck, Mandan and 
Dickinson. As a social worker, 
she worked in Chicago, Michigan 
and at St. Alexius Medical Center 
in Bismarck. She taught social 
work for colleges in South Dakota. 
One of her ministries in Chicago 
was director of a federal program 
providing basic education for the 
poor. She also worked for the 
VA Hospital in a tri-state area 
covering South Dakota, Iowa and 
Minnesota.  

Sister Glenna was appointed to 
state government boards including 
the Governor’s Commission on the 
Status of Women and the North 
Dakota Parole Board. 

After her studies in canon and 
civil law, Sister Glenna served 
as associate director of the San 
Diego and Fresno Tribunals in 
California. 

After her retirement, she 
continued her interest in social 
justice issues and her commitment 
to the welfare of military veterans. 

 Sister Glenna is survived 
by a sister, Janice (George) 
Vocke, Shelton, Wash., three 
nephews, two grandnephews, one 
grandniece, and the Sisters of 
Annunciation Monastery.

Obituary

Sister Glenna Raybell
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Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

In my last column I suggested 
that a key to understanding mercy 
is the call to never abandon. 
Not abandoning also means to 
be in relationship, including a 
relationship with the created 
world.

The environment, however, is 
not a person. How can we be in 
relationship with something that is 
not a person?

The key to understanding this 
challenge is to recognize that God 
the Father blessed us with this 
world and that He wants us to live 
within it according to His will. 

In Laudato si, Pope Francis 
states that Genesis teaches 
that “human life is grounded in 
three fundamental and closely 
intertwined relationships: with 
God, with our neighbor and with 
the earth itself.” (No. 66.) 

Sin disrupted these 
relationships. To walk right with 
the Lord, to walk in mercy, means 
to walk again in relationship with 
all three.

The importance of including 
creation in this triad of 
relationships should be apparent. 
God made us with physical bodies 
in a physical world. At this very 
moment, you are touching the 
physical world. Christ became 
incarnate and lived in this same 
physical world, breathed the same 
air, ate the same fruits of the same 

earth, and walked on the same 
ground. 

By His life, we learn that our 
bodies and the material world, 
in which they roam, are not just 
valuable, but also that they are 
part of God’s will for us. We were 
made for this creation and it for 
us. He means for us to be in right 
relationship with the environment.

Care for creation, therefore, is 
not just care for creation itself. 
Care for the human person is 
central to our care for creation 
and fl ows from our acceptance of 
the Father’s plan. Pope Francis 
explains that, because of this 
relationship “a true ecological 
approach always becomes a 
social approach; it must integrate 
questions of justice in debates on 
the environment, so as to hear 
both the cry of the earth and the 
cry of the poor.” (No. 49, emphasis 
is Pope Francis’.) It also means 
that the “human environment 
and the natural environment 
deteriorate together.. .”  (No. 48.)

Contrary to portrayals in the 
news and social media, Pope 
Francis is not just talking about 
specifi c environmental problems, 
though he has done a little of that. 
Building upon what already is 
Christian teaching on creation, 
Laudato si consists mostly of a 
call to live with respect to the 
environment as a Christian.  In 
other words, we must live in right 

relationship with God.
The rupture, which began in 

Genesis, has become so great that 
it threatens the earth on a global 
scale and especially the poor of the 
world. Perhaps more damaging, 
however, is that it has become so 
engrained that we do not see the 
broken relationship in our daily 
lives, especially our public life.

Our relationships with God, 
others, and the environment 
should be an integral, not 
secondary, part of our economic 
and public life. Environmental 
concerns should not be viewed as 
just limits on what we can do.  

This is especially true with 
agriculture. John Cuddeback, a 
professor at Christendom College, 
puts it this way: “Stewardship 
issues are not something that place 
an exterior limit on agriculture, 
as though we were to say: ‘Do 
your farming, but remember to be 
careful and don’t damage the earth 
too much.’ Rather, true farming 
is intrinsically environmental and 
stewardship minded.”

Nor would it be right to say: 
“I’ve followed all the laws and I’m 
just doing what I need to do to 
make a profi t” or “we have to do it 
this way to compete.”

Here is where care for creation 
and relationship with others 
relates to mercy. Remember, 
mercy is about going beyond what 

is required. 
Certainly, 
laws should protect people and 
the environment from practices 
harmful or detrimental to both 
natural resources and the common 
good. 

The political and legal system, 
however, often falls short. 
Mercy calls us to always include 
the common good and the 
environmental good, even if the 
law does not require doing so and 
even if it means that others will 
have a competitive advantage in 
the marketplace.  

In its testimony against 
legislation to weaken the 
state’s anti-corporate farming 
law—legislation being put to 
the voters in June—the North 
Dakota Catholic Conference noted 
that Pope Francis has called the 
relationship a farmer has with the 
land as like the relationship that 
exists within a family.  

The same principle applies to 
all economic and social activity. As 
human persons, we are called to be 
in relationship with God, others, 
and creation in all that we do. As 
agents of mercy, we are called to 
go beyond what is required, just as 
we do for family.

■ Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.

Care for creation in the Year of Mercy

It seems odd, even a bit 
repulsive, when we encounter 
tales of elderly men running after 
women who are young enough 
to be their granddaughters. The 
wheelchair-bound billionaire oil 
tycoon J. Howard Marshall was 89 
years old when he married the 26-
year-old Anna Nicole Smith. He 
had met the Playboy model and 
reality TV star in a strip club. Anna 
insisted that she really did love the 
old man, and wasn’t in it for the 
money. 

With age should come wisdom. 
It’s appropriate and fi tting for 
older men to leave behind their 
former ways, and no longer live 
and act like college frat boys. 
It’s right to expect growth in 
self-control as we mature, and 
to expect a more refl ective and 
sober approach to life. Growing 
old invariably offers us the 
opportunity to redirect our focus, 
and as our body weakens, our 
mind and soul can be drawn to 
consider matters we may have 
previously avoided, like death 
and that which awaits us beyond 
death’s threshold. Our later years 
can powerfully provoke us to come 
to terms with our destiny and with 
higher truths.

In a recent column, Father Ron 

Rolheiser, quoting James Hillman, 
speaks to the graces that aging 
and infi rmity can bring our way: 
“Why have God and nature so 
structured things that as we age 
and mature and are fi nally more 
in control of our lives, our bodies 
begin to fall apart, and we need a 
bevy of doctors and medicines to 
keep functioning? Is there some 
wisdom in the very DNA of the 
life process that mandates the 
breakdown of physical health in 
late life? Hillman says, yes. There’s 
an innate wisdom in the process 
of aging and dying: the best wines 
have to be aged in cracked old 
barrels. The breakdown of our 
bodies deepens, softens, and 
matures the soul.” 

I once overheard a hospital 
nurse chatting with one of her 
patients and was caught a bit off 
guard when she nonchalantly 
declared, with a little twinkle 
in her eye, “...when we get to 
be over 40, who doesn’t have 
hemorrhoids?”

The comment, I thought, 
refl ected a healthy, positive 
attitude toward aging and 
infi rmity. Unavoidably, our bodies 
decline. Our strength wanes. We 
get hemorrhoids and warts and 
cancers and high blood pressure 

and male pattern balding. 
In the midst of it all, we can 

accept our lot with grace and 
gratitude. A serene acceptance 
of our struggles, and even of the 
specifi c death that awaits us, is 
surely a great virtue.

But aging gracefully is not 
something many of us tend to do 
well. We resist the idea. We may 
cling to the fantasy of eternal 
youth. Some in our society even 
push the notion that we shouldn’t 
have to put up with the challenges 
of infi rmity, and instead ought 
to receive help from the medical 
system so we can beat a hasty 
retreat to the exit. By pushing for 
physician-assisted suicide, they 
encourage us to despise the good 
of our own lives and to reject 
the graces that arise from our 
struggles by choosing to ingest any 
of a number of doctor-prescribed 
poisons.

On the other hand, by 
embracing our particular path 
into death, and by offering up our 
trials, we acquire a poise of soul 
and human maturity that orients 
us towards our destiny, a destiny 
in the hereafter that so many seem 
largely oblivious to. By letting 
our infi rmities existentially speak 
to us, and coming to realize how 

true it is 
that we have 
no permanent dwelling here, 
we begin to grapple with that 
mysterious truth that heaven and 
home are synonymous. 

Aging gracefully also involves 
recognizing and accepting the 
shortening of the time ahead of us 
and the lengthening of the time 
behind us. Even as we achieve a 
much-sought independence in 
our lives, we begin to cycle back 
towards a renewed dependence 
on others, on caregivers, family 
and the community, and we may 
even come to the realization that 
our own mind will have to be 
surrendered if dementia comes 
our way. All of this can instruct 
us, if we accept it with grace, in 
the wisdom of relinquishing our 
own willfulness once again like 
little children, and returning 
to a humble framework of 
interdependence in our shared 
destiny with others and with God.

■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org. 

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

The art of aging gracefully
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“Give as has been 
given to you.”

Sirach 35:9

April 30 - May 1, 2016

My Dear Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ,

Please allow me to begin this letter by thanking 
you for your continued support of the God’s Share 
Appeal. It is always a blessing to witness the joy of 
your generosity. So many lives are touched by your 
prayers and gifts to the God’s Share Appeal.

With grateful hearts, we come together as a family 
of God to now participate in our 59th Annual 
God’s Share Appeal which provides the fi nancial 

resources for our Diocesan Church to bring the Good News of the Gospel to life in 
our homes and parishes.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that God made us to know, love 
and serve Him in this world and to be happy with Him in the next. The God’s 
Share Appeal supports the work of our Church by making us more outward focused 
to empower our parishes in western North Dakota in providing administrative 
services, religious education, faith formation and so much more. Please read more 
on these pages to learn how all of the programs and services that are funded by your 
prayerful and fi nancial support are making an impact in the lives of thousands of 
individuals and families.

The theme selected for this year’s Appeal is “Give as has been given to you” from 
the Old Testament book of Sirach. It helps us connect the stewardship message that 
God has blessed each person with so many gifts and blessings, and out of gratitude 
for all these gifts and blessings and our love for God, we give back to God a portion 
of our time, talents and treasure.

I invite you to join me as we continue thanking God for His generosity by giving 
back for all the gifts He has blessed us with and make your gift to the 2016 God’s 
Share Appeal. Together we are a family in Christ and you play an important and 
necessary role in our diocesan family.

May the Lord’s abundant blessings be yours today and always.

Sincerely yours in our Lord, Jesus Christ,

Most Reverend David D. Kagan
Bishop of Bismarck

Diocese of Bismarck

The Diocese of Bismarck is
not just one person, it is not
just one parish, it is an entire
diocese which is the Kingdom
of God in western North
Dakota.

We are…
 59,549 Catholic people
 98 Parishes
 1 Bishop
 1 Retired Bishop
 54 Priests
 17 Retired Priests
 26 Seminarians
 78 Permanent
  Deacons
 16 Men in Diaconate
  Formation
 1 Diocese

Living and Sharing our Faith
In 2015, we celebrated:
 1,141 Baptisms
 932 First Communions
 794 Confi rmations
 257 Marriages
 722 Deaths

God’s Share Appeal

We Respond as Disciples . . .

After refl ecting on the importance of
the vital works of formation,

outreach and education funded through
the God’s Share Appeal and how you can help,

Please refl ect on the many gifts you
have received from God, including
your family and fi nancial blessings.

Next, pray about how God wants you to
use the gifts He has entrusted to your care.

Then, decide how you will share your
blessings with those in need and to

support the mission of your Diocesan Church.

Please prayerfully discern how you respond
to God’s generosity in your life by making

a generous pledge to the God’s Share Appeal
that impacts thousands of lives in western

North Dakota each year.

“Give as has been given to you.”
Sirach 35:9
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Doing God’s Work
For more pictures and information on each offi ce, please visit our diocesan website:

www.bismarckdiocese.com

Your donation to the 2016 God’s Share
Appeal supports all of the programs and

services provided by the following offi ces:
• Archives

• Bishop’s Offi ce
• Canonical Services
• Chancery Offi ce

• Communications and Media Services
• Continuing Education for Clergy

• Education
• Faith Formation and Youth Ministry/Search

• Family Ministry
• Fiscal Offi ce

• Missionary Activity
• Moderator of the Curia/Vicar General

• Permanent Diaconate
• Planned Giving/Foundation

• Respect Life and Natural Family Planning
• Stewardship and Resource Development

• Vicar for Presbyters
• Vocations
• Worship

Annual Household Income 1% Pledge Down Payment 11 Monthly Payments

$12,000 $120 $10.00 $10.00

$24,000 $240 $20.00 $20.00

$48,000 $480 $40.00 $40.00

$60,000 $600 $50.00 $50.00

$90,000 $900 $75.00 $75.00

$120,000 $1,200 $100.00 $100.00

$180,000 $1,800 $150.00 $150.00

“Give as has been given to you.”
              Sirach 35:9

Diocese of Bismarck 
520 N Washington Street,

Bismarck, ND 58501

Consider Different Possibilities
1. Make a pledge rather than a one-time gift.
2. Have your gift automatically deducted from your checking or savings account.
3. Use your credit card or debit card to make your gift.
4. Make your gift on-line at www.bismarckdiocese.com
5. Increase last year’s gift by a percentage or a specifi c dollar amount.
6. Pledge one percent of your income.
7. Make your gift using stocks, bonds, grain, livestock, securities, real estate, or 

other personal property, which may have greatly increased in value. Should 
you be considering this type of gift, contact the Offi ce of Stewardship and 
Resource Development at (701) 222-3035 for assistance.

Stewardship and the God’s Share Appeal 
The God’s Share Appeal is based on the concept of Christian Stewardship. 
Stewardship is centered on the daily recognition that we are not the absolute 
owners of ourselves, our time, our talents, or material goods. Rather, we have 
received every gift of nature and grace from God. Through Baptism we are called 
to use our time, talent and treasure in a responsible manner for our families, 
our parish communities, the pastoral, educational and religious ministries of 
the diocese, and for the global ministries of the universal Church. Stewardship 
is not about just giving in order to fi ll a need. It is about living a life that shows 
gratitude to the Lord for our lives, our skills and our resources.

Stewardship is . . .
   • Receiving God’s Gifts Gratefully • Nurturing God’s Gifts Responsibly

   • Sharing God’s Gifts Justly  • Returning God’s Gifts Abundantly

This year’s God’s Share Appeal theme is “Give as has been given to you.” 
Sirach 35:9  Our faith teaches us that the way we came to know of Jesus’ 
love for us, was that He laid down his life - as an example for us to follow. By 
making a gift to this year’s God’s Share Appeal, you are expressing your love as a 
Christian steward - supporting Christ’s work here in western North Dakota. 

Please consider 1% of your income as a gift to the 2016 God’s Share Appeal. Make your pledge 
today. Thank you for being good stewards of God’s varied grace.

Your contribution supports all of our 
17 retired priests and Bishop Emeritus Paul 
A. Zipfel who are a tremendous gift to our 
diocese. Through the ministry of the Offi ce 

of the Vicar for Presbyters, we desire to 
reaffi rm them and offer encouragement to 
them as they experience their sunset years. 
Bishop Kagan poses with Fr. John O’Leary 

and Fr. Cas Paluck.

The Offi ce of Communications 
assists Bishop Kagan in 

communicating with people of all 
ages in a variety of ways – through

the Dakota Catholic Action 
newspaper, weekly video messages 

on the diocesan website, and 
through his Twitter account.

Your donation to the God’s Share Appeal supports 
numerous programs and services provided through 
the Offi ce of Family Ministry. Four of the many

programs are the Premarriage Workshops 
for couples planning to become married; the 

Retrouvaille Program that helps parishioners who 
are in hurting marriages; the annual Celebration 

of Marriage Day; and the annual 
Town and Country Celebration.

Your gift supports the Offi ce of 
Permanent Diaconate which coordinates 
the recruitment and training of deacon 

candidates. Formation to become a 
permanent deacon is a fi ve-year process, 

much of which is spent receiving 
instruction in a classroom setting. Mr. 

David Fleck, Director of the Offi ce of the 
Diaconate, meets regularly with our 78 

deacons and with our 16 men in formation.

Your gift supports the Offi ce of Vocations. Your donation 
helps pay for the education of all of our seminarians 
who may one day serve us as priests. Currently, we 

have 26 seminarians in formation. Deacon Doug Krebs 
will be ordained on May 31, 2016, as one of our priests 

to serve in western North Dakota. Bishop Kagan has 
already accepted one more seminarian who will join the 

seminary in August and he is currently visiting with 
four other men who are discerning if they will enter the 
seminary. Our diocese has been blessed beyond measure 

with this large number of seminarians. As you know, it is 
expensive to educate and form our seminarians.

Educational workshops are offered by several
diocesan offi ces to a variety of parish groups

throughout the year. Our priests, deacons, parish employees, 
parish and fi nance council members are among the many who 

benefi t from the education provided.

Your donation supports all of the programs offered through the Offi ce 
of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry/Search. Some of these programs 
include the training offered to each parish so they can conduct the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) which is the process for 
welcoming people into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church; 
the Search weekends; the High School Youth Rally; the Jr. High Youth 

Rally; the Thirst Conference; the Men’s Conference; and the Women’s 
Conference. Your donation to the God’s Share Appeal helps keep our future 
leaders active and alive in our Catholic Church. Your donation also helps 
several hundred men and women attend the Men’s and Women’s Conferences 
and more than 8,000 children and adults attend the Thirst Conference.

God’s Share Appeal
April 30 - May 1, 2016

REV. MR. DOUG KREBS
THEOLOGY IV 

CATHEDRAL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT,

BISMARCK

CHRISTIAN SMITH
COLLEGE IV 

CATHEDRAL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT,

BISMARCK

GREGORY CRANE
THEOLOGY I 

CATHEDRAL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT,

BISMARCK

PAUL GARDNER
PRE-THEOLOGY I

ST. MARY’S,
NEW ENGLAND

GREGORY
LUGER

THEOLOGY III 
ASCENSION,
BISMARCK

SCOTT LEFOR
THEOLOGY I 

QUEEN OF PEACE,
DICKINSON

ANTHONY
DUKART

PRE-THEOLOGY I
ST. JOSEPH’S,

KILLDEER

JORDAN DOSCH
THEOLOGY III

CATHEDRAL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT,

BISMARCK

MATTHEW 
KOPPINGER
COLLEGE III 
ST. ANNE’S,
BISMARCK

CHRISTIAN
RODAKOWSKI

THEOLOGY I 
QUEEN OF PEACE,

DICKINSON

JOSEPH GOLIK
PRE-THEOLOGY I

ST. JOSEPH’S,
DICKINSON

JARAD WOLF
THEOLOGY II 

SACRED HEART,
GLEN ULLIN

GREG
HILZENDEGER
PRE-THEOLOGY I
CATHEDRAL OF

THE HOLY SPIRIT,
BISMARCK

MARK AUNE
PRE-THEOLOGY II 
CORPUS CHRISTI,

BISMARCK

JACOB DEGELE
COLLEGE III

ST. JOSEPH’S,
DICKINSON

BRANDON WOLF
THEOLOGY I 

ST. LEO THE GREAT,
MINOT

BENJAMIN
FRANCHUCK

PRE-THEOLOGY I
QUEEN OF PEACE,

DICKINSON

JOSH SCHAAN
PRE-THEOLOGY II 

ST. LEO THE GREAT,
MINOT

ZACH WALD
COLLEGE III
ST. JOHN’S,

MINOT

THESE MEN HAVE ANSWERED THE CALL...
PLEASE REMEMBER THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT THEM IF YOU CAN.

FIND THEIR VOCATION STORIES AT
BISMARCKVOCATIONS.COM2015-2016 SEMINARIANSDiocese

  of Bismarck

NICK VETTER
COLLEGE III

CATHEDRAL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT,

BISMARCK

BEN WANNER
COLLEGE II

ST. JOSEPH’S,
MANDAN

LOGAN
OBRIGEWITCH

COLLEGE II
ST. JOSEPH’S,

BEULAH

JACOB BENNETT
COLLEGE II

CATHEDRAL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT,

BISMARCK

GRANT DVORAK
COLLEGE III

CATHEDRAL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT,

BISMARCK

JOHN WINDSOR
COLLEGE I
ST. MARY’S,
BISMARCK

JACOB
MAGNUSON

COLLEGE II
ST. THERESE,

MINOT
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Q:

A:

What if I fi nd 
myself unable 
to forgive 
someone?

Forgiveness for a 
Christian is not an 
option; it is a solemn 
duty. On this matter, 

Jesus is very clear, “For if you 
forgive others when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. But, if you 
do not forgive others their sins, 
your Father will not forgive your 
sins” (Matthew 6:14-15). 

With this in mind, we are at 
times burdened with guilt and 
shame because we fi nd ourselves 
unable to forgive someone. 
People, even family and friends, 
can hurt us, off end us, and 
disregard us. We just can’t fi nd it 
within ourselves to forgive them, 
so what are we to do? 

How can we claim to be servants 
of Jesus Christ if we are unable 
to forgive? Rest assured, this 
has been and continues to be a 
great cross for many Christians 
but there is a way out of this 
dilemma, as we consider the 
following paths to forgiveness. 

First, be patient with yourself, 
because forgiveness is seldom 
instantaneous; it is often a 
process. In regards to the body, 
we know that healing is often a 
protracted development. Deep 
wounds, lesions, and lacerations 
can take weeks, if not months, 
to heal. The same is true of the 
healing process for the soul. The 
hurts caused by others go very 
deep and can impact our souls in 
a profound manner. 

As with the body, know that 
the healing process in the soul 
may take some time as well. 
Perhaps Jesus envisioned this in 
the healing of the blind man of 
Bethsaida; this healing miracle is 
unique. Unlike the other healing 
miracles of Jesus (such as the 
blind man, Bartimaeus), where 
the healings came immediately, 
the blind man of Bethsaida was 
healed in stages. 

After the initial application 
of saliva and the laying on of 
hands, the man could see, but 
not clearly; people looked like 
walking trees. So, Jesus laid His 
hands on the man a second time 
and his sight was fully restored. 
Did Jesus lack healing power in 
some degree that He could not 
heal the blind man of Bethsaida 
at once? It is unlikely, as He 
possessed all power as God to do 
so. Maybe Jesus used this miracle 
as a teachable moment, to 
remind us that healing, especially 
on the spiritual level, takes time 
and a great outpouring of grace. 
Be patient with yourself and with 
God, because spiritual healing 
will come and with it the ability 
to forgive once again. 

Second, we must never allow 
the Evil One to lead us to believe 
that forgiveness is impossible. 
The Evil One loves division and 
dissension among God’s people 
and he convinces us that some 
people are beyond forgiveness. 
But, no one is beyond 
forgiveness and mercy; Jesus 
proved that by His holy cross. 
Some of His last words spoken 
as He was dying were, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not 
what they do” (Luke 23:34). 

By the graces fl owing from 
His holy cross, Jesus makes 
forgiveness possible. We see 
this in the lives of holy men and 
women throughout the history 
of the Church. They were able to 
forgive others for great off enses 
committed against them. On 
the human level, these off enses 
seemed beyond forgiveness, 
but on the supernatural level of 
grace, forgiveness was possible 
and was willingly and lovingly 
off ered. 

One of the most powerful 
examples of this in recent history 
is the conversion of Rudolph 
Hoess. As the commandant 
of the Nazi death camp of 
Auschwitz in Poland, Hoess was 
responsible for the deaths of 
almost 3.5 million people. At 
his trial, he showed no remorse 
and was sentenced to death by 
hanging. But, shortly before the 
day of execution, God touched 
his heart and Hoess desired to 
return to the Catholic faith of 
his youth, so as to receive the 
sacraments before his execution. 

The priest who off ered Hoess 
his fi nal confession, extreme 
unction, and viaticum was Fr. 
Wladyslaw Lohn, SJ, who himself 
had been interred for a time 
at Auschwitz. As he grieved 
the deaths of millions of men, 
women, and children killed at 
Auschwitz, including hundreds of 
his fellow Jesuit priests, Fr. Lohn 
had to extend the mercy and 
forgiveness of Jesus Christ to the 
man who caused one of history’s 
greatest human tragedies. 

How was Fr. Lohn able to forgive 
the “Butcher of Auschwitz?” We 
can only attest to the grace of 
God. As the Archangel Gabriel 
reminded the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, “Nothing will be impossible 
for God” (Luke 1:37). When you 
fi nd it impossible to forgive, 
meditate on the cross of Jesus 
Christ and read the lives of the 
saints. If Jesus and His faithful 
servants were able to forgive in 
their diffi  cult circumstances, why 
should we not be able to do the 
same? Never place limits on the 
power of God’s grace; be amazed 
at what God can do through our 
human frailties. 

As Christians, we will at times be 
unable to forgive someone. This 
is a heavy cross to bear, because 
we know deep within that we are 
called to be people of mercy and 
forgiveness is the fruit of mercy. 
But, be patient, knowing that 
forgiveness is a process and it will 
come, as evidenced in the lives of 
Jesus and the saints. 

Perhaps when unable to forgive, 
off er to God one of the simplest, 
yet most profound prayers, “I 
can’t.” God loves to hear this 
prayer from us, because it is a 
humble admission of our need 
for His divine assistance. When 
we are weak, God’s power in us, 
including the power to forgive 
others, is most eff ective. As 
the Lord reminded Saint Paul, 
“My grace is suffi  cient for you, 
for power is made perfect in 
weakness” (II Cor. 12:9).

■ Benz is pastor of Queen of the Most 
Holy Rosary in Stanley and St. Ann in 
Berthhold. If you have a question you 
were afraid to ask, now is the time to 
ask it! Simply email your question to 
info@bismarckdiocese.com with the 
“Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject 
line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. GARY BENZ

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage 
anyone who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward and let 
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be 
found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is defi ned 
for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing 
eff ective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct 
at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Greg Luger’s diaconate 
ordination

Diocesan seminarian Greg Luger will 
be ordained to the transitional diaconate 
on Tuesday, May 24 at 3 p.m. at the 
Church of the Ascension in Bismarck. 
Bishop Kagan will be the main celebrant. 

A transitional deacon is a seminarian 
in the last year of preparation for 
ordination to the priesthood. Greg is 
excited to take this important step in his 
calling.

“I’ve been in seminary formation since 
2009 and it is a joy to see the goal for 
which I have been striving for many years 
only one short year away,” Greg shared. “I am also looking forward 
to the different functions that I will be able to perform once I am 
ordained [to the diaconate], among them preaching at Mass and 
baptizing. There’s also a sense of fear and trembling. The ministry 
of deacon is one of which I am unworthy, but nevertheless one to 
which I am called.”

Greg is thankful for all the support he’s received over the years. 
He gives thanks fi rst to God, followed by his parents, family, 
various formation and spiritual directors, brother seminarians and 
the lay faithful of the diocese. “I look forward to immersing myself 
into the Diaconal Ministry in preparation for the Priesthood.”

Sr. Nancy Miller’s 25th 
jubilee celebration

The Benedictine Sisters of 
Annunciation Monastery in Bismarck 
invite the public to join in the 
celebration of Sr. Nancy Miller’s 25th 
anniversary of monastic profession 
on Saturday, June 18 at 1:30 p.m. 
Eucharistic Liturgy will take place 
at Our Lady of the Annunciation 
Chapel Benedictine Center for Servant 
Leadership (north of bell tower). 
Reception will follow from 2:30-4 p.m. 
in the Annunciation Monastery dining 
room.

Retirement celebration
for Steve Braus

There will be a retirement 
celebration and open house for St. 
Mary’s (Bismarck) parish business 
manager Steve Braus on Sunday, 
May 22 from 1-4 p.m. at the church’s 
multipurpose space. Braus, who has 
been employed at St. Mary’s for 25 
years, will retire on June 1.

CELEBRATIONS
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Editor’s Note: The following text is the Diocesan Synod 
chapters 1, 2 and 3. The fi nal document will contain seven 
chapters. Subsequent chapters will follow in the next issue of 
the Dakota Catholic Action. For the complete text, click on the 
Diocesan Synod tab across the top menu bar of our website 
or at www.bismarckdiocese.com/synod. Comments and 
suggestions from the faithful are welcomed and encouraged. 
You may email your input to: synod16@bismarckdiocese.com

SECOND SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE OF

BISMARCK

INTRODUCTION

“The law of God entrusted to the Church is taught to the 
faithful as the way of life and truth. The faithful therefore 
have the right to be instructed in the divine saving precepts 
that purify judgment and, with grace, heal wounded human 
reason. They have the duty of observing the constitutions 
and decrees conveyed by the legitimate authority of the 
Church. Even if they concern disciplinary matters these 
determinations call for docility in charity.” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, n. 2037)

CHAPTER I

GENERAL STATUTES

1 The Statutes of this Synod constitute the particular law of 
the Diocese of Bismarck and bind all the members of the 
Christian faithful of the Latin Rite, namely the laity, the 
religious and the clergy of this jurisdiction.

2 All previous Diocesan Laws, whether enacted in or 
outside of a Synod, are hereby abrogated, unless they are 
incorporated in the prescriptions of this Synod.

3 All local customs or practices that are contrary to the 
Statutes of this Synod are now suppressed.

4 The directives and instructions that are set forth in the 
Appendices have the same force of law as the Synodal 
Statutes.

5 This Synodal Legislation supplements and presupposes 
the legal prescriptions that are contained in the universal 
law of the Church as set forth in the Code of Canon Law 
and other documents of the Holy See.

6 The Bishop of Bismarck is the sole legislator in this 
Synod and he alone is empowered to give an authentic 
interpretation to the Statutes.

7 §1: Extra-synodal legislation will be promulgated by 
offi cial letters or in the Dakota Catholic Action.

 §2: Any changes or updates to Synodal or Extra-Synodal 
legislation will be kept current both at the Diocesan 
Chancery and on the Diocesan website.

8 Pastors shall duly instruct the laity in the laws which apply 
to them.

9 Dispensation from any point of diocesan law is to be 
obtained only from the Diocesan Bishop or one of the 
other Local Ordinaries (Vicar General or Episcopal Vicar). 
Any such dispensation, except in cases of an emergency, is 
to be received in writing.

10 Extern priests, when giving service in the Diocese, are 
subject to these Statutes.

11 §1: All priests exercising their ministry in the Diocese 
should have a copy of the Synodal Statutes and it is their 
duty to know them and the Appendices thoroughly.

 §2: A copy of the Synodal Statutes is to be kept in the 
archives of every parish and religious institution in the 
Diocese.

12 Whenever the Statutes indicate that the permission of the 
Diocesan Bishop is required, or that recourse is to be made 
to him, it is understood that such petitions are to be made 
in writing. 

CHAPTER   II

THE PEOPLE OF GOD

INTRODUCTION

“A diocese is a portion of the people of God which is entrusted 
to a bishop for him to shepherd with the cooperation of the 
presbyterium, so that, adhering to its pastor and gathered by 
him in the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and the Eucharist, 
it constitutes a particular church in which the one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic Church of Christ is truly present and 
operative.” (CIC, Can. 369)    

Section   I: Diocesan Organization

13 The Diocese of Bismarck is established and organized 
in accord with the norms of the Code of Canon Law and 
therefore, it is structured as follows:

 §1: The Diocesan Bishop possesses all the ordinary, proper, 
and immediate power required for the exercise of his 
pastoral offi ce. Therefore, the Diocesan Bishop governs the 
Diocese that is entrusted to him with legislative, executive, 
and judicial power, in accordance with the law.

 §2: The persons who participate in the Diocesan Bishop’s 
pastoral power of governance of the particular Church are:

   10  Vicar(s) General, who exercises ordinary 
administrative powers
  20  Judicial Vicar, who exercises ordinary judicial 
power.
  30  Chancellor, who may exercise delegated 
administrative power. In accordance with the norms of 
Canon Law,

 §3: The Diocesan Bishop has appointed the following 
persons to assist in the administration of the Diocese:  
  10 Moderator of Curia
  20 Episcopal Vicar (s).

14 §1: In accordance with the requirement of Canon Law, 
the Diocesan Bishop has established and maintained the 
following bodies
  10 the Diocesan Finance Council
  20 the Presbyteral Council    
 30 College of Diocesan Consultors. 

 §2: In accordance with the norms of Canon Law and 
diocesan particular law, the Diocesan Bishop has 
established for this particular Church the following bodies: 
  1° Diocesan Pastoral Council
  2° Priest Personnel Board. 

 §3: In the Diocese of Bismarck each parish must have a 
Pastoral Council and Finance Council.

15 All diocesan and area entities heretofore identifi ed 
by the name “board” are to be renamed with the title 
“commission.” No groups other than those specifi cally 
named in the Code of Canon Law are to have a title other 
than “commission.” All diocesan entities referred to 
herein have only one function: the function is consultative 
(advisory).

Section II: Clerics in General

INTRODUCTION

“This priesthood is ministerial. ‘That offi ce ... which the Lord 
committed to the pastors of his people, is in the strict sense of 
the term a service.’ It is entirely related to Christ and to men. 
It depends entirely on Christ and on his unique priesthood; it 
has been instituted for the good of men and the communion 
of the Church. The sacrament of Holy Orders communicates 
a ‘sacred power’ which is none other than that of Christ. The 
exercise of this authority must therefore be measured against 
the model of Christ, who by love made himself the least and 
the servant of all. ‘The Lord said clearly that concern for his 
fl ock was proof of love for him. ” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 1551)    

16 The clergy should be ever mindful of the fact that 
both their interior life and exterior conduct should be 
exemplary among the people of God, furnishing to all an 
example of prayer, virtue and good deeds.

17 §1: The clergy shall not neglect to use the means of 
personal sanctifi cation as stated in the Code of Canon Law, 
especially, the faithful fulfi llment of pastoral duties, the 
spiritual nourishment of Scripture and the Holy Eucharist, 
the Liturgy of the Hours, an annual retreat, mental prayer, 
frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance, and 
devotion to the Virgin Mother of God.

 §2: Every member of the clergy is encouraged to devote 
one day each month away from his ordinary duties for 
special consideration of his spiritual life.

18 All priests should cultivate the greatest love toward the 
Blessed Sacrament. By their example, let them instill and 
nurture a similar love in the hearts of their fl ock. 

19 §1: All  priests shall make an annual retreat at a time and 
place designated by the Diocesan Bishop. No priest may be 
exempted therefrom without the express permission of the 
Diocesan Bishop or his delegate, in a particular case and 
for a just reason.

 §2: All retreatants must attend every exercise unless 
legitimately impeded or expressly excused by the presiding 
offi cer.

 §3: The fee for the priests’ retreat, according to the amount 
determined by the Offi ce of Continuing Education, is to 
be provided by the parish or the institution to which the 
priest is assigned.  The fee for retired priests is provided by 
the Diocese.

20 Priests are to maintain a constant interest in the studies 
proper to their priestly offi ce.  

21 Clergy conferences shall be held at least twice each year at 
a time and place to be specifi ed by the Diocesan Bishop. All 
priests, both diocesan and religious, engaged in pastoral 
work are obliged to attend unless they are legitimately 
impeded or they have been excused in advance by the 
Diocesan Bishop for a suffi cient reason.

 §2:  The fee for the clergy conferences, according to the 
amount determined by the Offi ce of Continuing Education, 
is to be provided by the parish or the institution to which 
the priest is assigned.  The fee for the retired clergy, if they 
so desire to attend, is provided by the Diocese.

22 In addition to the conferences mentioned in Statute 21, for 
the fi rst fi ve years after ordination or after their arrival in 
the diocese , each priest is required to attend conferences 
and other exercises as specifi ed by the Diocesan Bishop.

23 §1: In accord with the prescriptions of Canon 284, and 
without prejudice to the provisions of Canon 288, clerics 
are to dress in conformity with their sacred calling. 

 §2: In liturgical rites, clerics shall wear the vesture 
prescribed in the proper liturgical books. Outside liturgical 
functions, the clergy should wear suitable ecclesiastical 
attire, particularly while fulfi lling pastoral duties. The use 
of the cassock is at the discretion of the cleric.

 §3:  In the case of religious clerics, the determinations of 
their proper institutes or societies are to be observed with 
regard to wearing the religious habit.

§4: Permanent deacons are to wear the prescribed liturgical 
vesture when they fulfi ll their service at the altar and 
in other liturgical rites. In the Diocese of Bismarck, 
permanent deacons may wear a gray clerical shirt when 
doing public ministry.

24 §1: Priests who intend to be absent from their place of 
duty are directed to provide contact information with the 
appropriate parish or institution personnel. The Chancery 
is to be notifi ed if the absence extends beyond three days.

 §2: No priest of this Diocese who is charged with the care 
of souls may leave his place of duty unless he has fi rst 
made arrangements so that calls for priestly ministrations 
will be taken care of during his absence.

 §3: During the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent, 
no priest of this Diocese is to be absent from his assigned 
duties except for his weekly day off without the express 
written permission of the Diocesan Bishop.

25 §1: The recreation of priests shall at all times conform 
to the spirit of their sacred vocation. The clergy shall 
exercise the utmost prudence in their lifestyles so as to 
foster simplicity of life and to avoid entirely even the 
appearances of too much attachment to things of this 
world. 

 §2: The attention of the clergy is called to the particular 
directives given in canon 285, that clerics are to refrain 
from those things unbecoming to their priestly lives.

 §3: The attention of the clergy is also called to the special 
directives given in canon 277 §2 of the Code of Canon Law, 
that clerics are to avoid all associations which may harm 
the faithful.

26  §1: Priests are not allowed to endorse promissory 
notes, even with their own personal property as collateral, 
or to give bond or security.

 §2: Priests are forbidden to loan money from parish funds.

 §3: Priests are forbidden to solicit any funds for any cause 
without the express written permission of the diocesan 
bishop.

27  §1: Canonical penalties may be imposed on clerics, in 
accord with canon 286, who conduct business or trade.

 §2:Long-term investment of personal funds is not 
forbidden provided that such investments are prudently 
based on sound advice and directed toward a worthy end, 
such as retirement planning.    

 §3: Investment of parochial and institutional funds shall 
be governed by the provisions of the Parish Expansion 
Fund and the Catholic Foundation for the People of the 
Diocese of Bismarck.

28 §1: Clerics are forbidden to write the last will and 
testament of a lay person, except in case of urgent 
necessity; and they shall not accept the offi ce of executor 
for the will of a lay person, blood relatives excepted, 
without the written permission of the Diocesan Bishop.

 §2: Priests shall exercise the greater prudence in giving 
counsel to a lay person concerning the disposition of an 
estate by gift or will, avoiding even the appearance of 
undue infl uence.

29 §1: Every diocesan priest shall deposit in the Diocesan 
Chancery a copy of his health care directive and his last 
will and testament, in a form that is valid before civil law, 
making proper disposition of his material goods. Within 
six months of his ordination or incardination into the 
Diocese, every priest must prepare or have prepared these 
documents.

 §2: It is understood that these documents are to be 
presented in a sealed envelope that shall not be opened 
until the appropriate times, and it is further understood 
that the priest retains the right to change these documents 
at any time, but that, in such a case, he is to deposit a copy 
of the new documents in the Diocesan Chancery.

 §3: The last will and testament of a priest shall contain 
special instructions for the proper care of unfulfi lled Mass 
obligations and it shall provide that his sacred vessels 
and vestments are to pass to persons or ecclesiastical 
institutions which will safeguard them from profane use.

 §4: Every diocesan priest shall also deposit in the 
Diocesan Chancery a copy of his funeral arrangements.  
It shall include the determination of the place for the 
vigil, the funeral and burial, and all matters related to the 
liturgical rites. 

 §5: The clergy are urged to remember in their charity the 
needs of the Church, both in the Diocese of Bismarck and 
elsewhere, when they arrange for the fi nal disposition of 
their worldly possessions.

30  §1: Priests are strictly forbidden to institute civil 
or criminal action in civil courts against any person 
or organization without the written permission of the 
Diocesan Bishop.

 §2: A priest who is called before a civil court as a 
defendant, as witness or as juror, is to report immediately 
the fact and circumstances to the Diocesan Chancery.

31 Clerics, both diocesan and religious, shall not accept 
membership in any purely secular club or organization, the 
objectives of which confl ict in any way with the mission of 
the Church or with their priestly vocation.

32 The clergy are urged to fulfi ll generously their 
community and civic responsibilities, but they are directed 
to abstain from any partisan political activity, nor shall 
they allow such activity to take place on ecclesiastical 
property or under the auspices of any ecclesiastical 
organization.

33 The clergy are to be most conscientious and prompt in 
paying all personal and parish debts.

34 §1: Lay persons, other than domestics, may not be 
permitted to reside in any rectory, even though they are 
relatives, unless the Diocesan Bishop has granted written 
permission in each case.

 §2: Domestics should be of mature age and of good 
character. The pastor is to see that they refrain from 
intruding in the affairs of the parish or rectory.

 §3: It is the Diocesan Bishop’s prerogative to decide in 
individual cases whether the employment or retention of 
a housekeeper or any other employee may be the cause 
of scandal or otherwise undesirable, and, if he deems it 
advisable, to forbid such engagement or retention.

 §4: The priestly living and working environment of the 
rectory is to be safeguarded and respected by all.    

35 Membership and benefi ts in regard to the Priest 
Benefi t Association of the Diocese of Bismarck are to be in 
accordance with the regulations of the Association.

36 §1: Priests are earnestly exhorted to be one in heart and 
mind, united in unfeigned charity and eager to promote 
the honor of their fellow priests.

 §2: Priests should be especially careful in the presence of 
the laity never to speak uncharitably about other priests or 
criticize the actions of their superiors or peers.

Section   III: Vicars Forane (Deans)

INTRODUCTION

“A vicar forane, who is also called a dean, an archpriest, or 
by some other title, is a priest who is placed in charge of a 
vicariate forane.” (Code of Canon Law, Can. 553 §1)    

37  The Diocese of Bismarck is divided into distinct territorial 
districts known as deaneries.

38 §1: The offi ce of Dean is conferred by special appointment 
of the Diocesan Bishop, for a period of fi ve years which 
the Diocesan Bishop may renew.  Upon request of the 
Diocesan Bishop, the priests of the deanery may submit 
two candidates for his consideration. 

 §2: Deans have all the rights and obligations that are 
specifi ed in the sacred canons (Cf. Canons. 553-555), in 
these Synodal Statutes, and in their letters of appointment. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Diocesan Synod Chapters 1-3
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39 The Dean, by virtue of his appointment, enjoys precedence 
over all priests of his district, and shall have the title “Very 
Reverend” unless he has one of higher honor.

40 §1: It is the right and duty of the Dean to preside at all 
Deanery Meetings, unless illness or other necessity 
prevents him. In such a case, the assistant Dean, appointed 
by the Diocesan Bishop, shall act in his place.§2:The Dean 
shall see that regular meetings are conducted according 
to the schedule as outlined by the Presbyteral Council.  It 
is the duty of the Dean to make sure that complete and 
timely reports be given  to the Presbyteral Council. 

41 The right and obligation of a Dean to maintain vigilance 
over the affairs of his deanery is specifi ed in detail in 
Canon 555. 

42 §1: The Dean is assigned the responsibility specifi ed in 
Canon 958 §2, of inspecting, at least once a year, the 
register that is maintained in each parish of his deanery for 
recording Mass obligations. The annual report of the Dean 
to the Diocesan Bishop shall include the fact and fi ndings 
of this inspection.

 §2: It is understood that the proper Religious Superiors 
will fulfi ll this obligation in churches of religious.     

43 §1: The Dean shall inform the Diocesan Bishop 
immediately of the serious illness or death of any priest in 
his district.

 §2: He has, moreover, the duty to see that during the 
illness or after the death of a pastor, the books, documents, 
sacred vessels and other objects belonging to the parish 
are not lost or taken away. He will also see that the 
priest’s personal property, in so far as possible, is properly 
safeguarded.

 §3: After the death of a pastor, the following provisions 
will prevail unless otherwise specifi ed by the Diocesan 
Bishop:

   10 In the event that the parish has no parochial vicar, 
the Dean will take charge with the faculties of a Parochial 
Administrator.
  20 If the parish has a parochial vicar, he shall enjoy 
the faculties of a Parochial Administrator until the 
Diocesan Bishop makes some other provision; if there are 
several parochial vicars in the parish the most senior by 
ordination is to take charge.

Section   IV:    Pastors

INTRODUCTION

“The pastor (parochus)is the proper pastor  (pastor) of the 
parish entrusted to him, exercising the pastoral care of the 
community committed to him under the authority of the 
diocesan bishop in whose ministry of Christ he has been called 
to share, so that for that same community he carries out the 
functions of teaching, sanctifying, and governing, also with 
the cooperation of other presbyters or deacons and with the 
assistance of lay members of the Christian faithful according 
to the norm of law.”(CIC Can. 519 )

44 §1: The pastor assumes the rights, duties, privileges and 
prerogatives of his offi ce at the moment when he takes 
canonical possession of the parish.

 §2: Canonical possession of a parish is taken at the 
moment designated by the Diocesan Bishop in the letter of 
appointment. The pastor is required to make a profession 
of faith and to take the oath of fi delity.

 §3: The Diocesan Bishop, or his offi cial delegate, offi ciates 
at the installation of a new pastor as soon as conveniently 
possible.  It is to be held in the parish church in the 
presence of the faithful according to the ritual prescribed 
in the Book of Blessings.

 §4: A copy of the executed documents which record these 
acts shall be forwarded without delay to the Chancery.

 §5: The pastor is appointed for an indefi nite period of 
time.

45 Each pastor is required to maintain the following parochial 
books and records:

 §1: The Baptismal Register kept in accord with Canons 535 
and 877 including date and place of birth. The baptismal 
book should also contain notice as to whether and when 
the person baptized has received Confi rmation, was 
married, received Sacred Orders, or made solemn vows. 
All these details should be recorded on the baptismal 
certifi cate when issued;

 §2: First Communion Register;

 §3: Confi rmation Register in accord with Canon 895;

 §4: Marriage Register in accord with Canons 1121-1123. 
The documents collected in the pre-nuptial investigation 
should be carefully fi led. This fi le is not to be considered as 
a substitute for the Marriage Register;

 §5: Death Register giving information required in Canon 
1182;

 §6: Parish Corporate Records; 

 §7: Parish fi nancial records;

 §8: Cemetery Books, where a parish cemetery exists, which 
include maps of plots, names of owners, dates of purchase, 
burials, fi nancial records and administrative care plans;

 §9: Minutes recording the meetings of Parish Pastoral and 
Finance Councils are to be kept in the parish archives;

 §10: Mass Intention Book, in which is to be recorded the 
number of Masses received, the intention, stipend, date 
received and obligation fulfi lled. (Cf.   10)

46 It is specifi cally required that every parish, including 
mission parishes without a resident pastor, maintains its 
own set of parochial books and records entirely separate 
from any other parish. 

47 All parish records remain the property of the parish 
corporation, and entries must be made promptly and 
accurately. Entries in offi cial registers are not to be erased 
or changed, but necessary corrections are to be made by 
additional notations. Such corrections are to be made only 
by the pastor and are to be dated and initialed by him.  
Parish records are to remain in the confi nes of the parish.

48 §1: It is the obligation of the pastor to keep all parochial 
records in a safe and fi reproof place. (Cf. Can. 535 §§4- §5) 
§2: He will also see to it that the church is provided with 
proper seal, and that this seal is impressed on all offi cial 
certifi cates and documents and is accessible only to those 
who are entitled to use it. (Cf. Can. 535 §3)

49 Copies or excerpts from offi cial parish records are to be 

given to anyone who has a right to request them. Such 
records are to be given over the actual signature of the 
pastor or the parochial vicar, in the pastor’s absence, and 
the seal of the parish. 

50 The pastor is to strive to know the faithful entrusted to his 
care.

51 §1: Pastors and Parochial Administrators who are obliged 
to the Missa pro populo, in virtue of the authority given 
in Canon 534 §1, may entrust it to another if they are 
prevented for a just reason from applying it on the day that 
is indicated in the Ordo.

 §2: The sending away of the Missa pro populo for others to 
satisfy is forbidden.

52 §1: The provisions of civil law, as well as local customs 
and conditions, must be kept in mind in the sponsoring of 
parochial activities.

 §2:The sale of alcoholic beverages at parish festivals or any 
other function held under parish auspices is discouraged, 
unless due prudence is exercised and all proper insurance 
has been obtained, copies of required insurance certifi cates 
are to be fi led with the Offi ce of Parish Services 48 hours 
before the scheduled event.  

53 It is the right of the pastor to hire all lay parish employees, 
including a housekeeper, sacristan, organist, janitor and 
lay teachers in parish schools.    

54  §1: The pastor shall strive to make the rectory a common 
home for himself and the priests who are assigned to assist 
him, where mutual respect and fraternal charity prevail 
as the special mark of the alter Christus (the priest as 
“another Christ”), and where the needs of both pastor and 
the parochial vicars are given rightful consideration. (Cf. 
Can. 545 §1)

 §2: The pastor shall give an example of zeal and love for all 
priestly duties, and he shall provide his parochial vicar(s) 
with experience in the varied fi elds of parochial work and 
administration. (Cf. cc.528 & 529)

55 All necessary furnishings for a parish rectory are to be 
purchased and owned by the parish, not by the individual 
pastor or priest, so that on the occasion of death or 
transfer, the rectory will remain adequately furnished.

56  §1: The pastors and parochial vicars are allowed no more 
than thirty days of vacation each year including four 
weekends.

 §2: This vacation may be taken at any time during the year, 
except during the penitential seasons of Lent and Advent, 
and provided the priest does not have any other assigned 
obligations during these same periods of time.

 §3:They should provide contact information with the 
appropriate parish or institution personnel as to where 
they may be reached during the vacation period.  The 
Chancery is also to be notifi ed.

 §4: If a substitute priest is necessary during this period, 
he is to be remunerated from parish funds as governed by 
particular law

 §5: Absences due to illness are governed by particular law.

57 Priests will observe strictly their obligation of residence, 
under penalty of the provisions of universal Church laws.

58 Pastors shall exercise their rights and perform their duties 
only within the limits of their territory and with regard to 
persons committed to their care. Respect for each other’s 
rights will best promote the interests of the faithful and of 
the Church. (Cf. cc. 518-519)

59 The duties of the pastoral offi ce, especially preaching, 
hearing confessions and visiting the sick, remain the 
personal obligation of the pastor, in so far as he is able 
to fulfi ll them. If a parochial vicar is assigned to the 
parish, the pastor is not thereby excused from these 
responsibilities.  (Cf. Can.528 & 530)

60 Parochial Administrators should make no change in the 
administration of the parish without fi rst consulting the 
Diocesan Bishop. (Cf. Can. 540 §2)        

Section V:    Parochial Vicar

INTRODUCTION

“Whenever it is necessary or opportune in order to carry out 
the pastoral care of a parish fi ttingly, one or more parochial 
vicars can be associated with the pastor. As co-workers with 
the pastor and sharers in his solicitude, they are to offer 
service in the pastoral ministry by common counsel and effort 
with the pastor and under his authority.” ( CIC, Can. 545 §1.)

61 The parochial vicar who is regularly assigned to a parish 
is empowered to work, under the direction of the pastor, 
in any of the spiritual and temporal affairs of parochial 
activity that are entrusted to him. (Cf. Can. 545 §1& §2)

62 Parochial vicars are subject to the pastor in all matters 
that pertain to their parochial ministry, and they are to 
accommodate themselves to the regular order that is 
established in the rectory. 

63  A shared meal is the mark and the sign of fraternal charity 
and should be encouraged.

64 The parochial vicar shall keep the pastor informed as 
to the fulfi llment of duties assigned to him. He shall 
not initiate any new program in the parish except after 
having previously consulted the pastor and obtained his 
permission. He is not to interfere in parochial matters that 
the pastor has reserved to himself.

Section VI:    Chaplains

INTRODUCTION

“A chaplain is a priest to whom is entrusted in a stable 
manner the pastoral care, at least in part, of some community 
or particular group of the Christian faithful, which is to be 
exercised according to the norm of universal and particular 
law.”  (CIC Can. 564)

65 Pastoral care personnel who assume the responsibilities of 
chaplain may include clergy, religious, and laity.

 §1: The appointment of pastoral care personnel of a 
Catholic institution must have the explicit approval or 
confi rmation of the diocesan bishop in collaboration 
with the administration of the institution. (Cf. Ethical & 
Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services n. 
21)

 §2: “The director of pastoral care at a Catholic institution 
should be a Catholic; any exception to this norm should be 
approved by the diocesan bishop.” (ERDs n. 22)

66 §1: Chaplains are to guard most prudently against any 
interference in the internal and external affairs of the 
institution to which they have been assigned. (Cf. Can. 567 §2)

 §2: Chaplains appointed to minister to the spiritual welfare 
of residents of public and private non-sectarian or non-
Catholic institutions are to be most zealous in their regular 
visitations, so that our Catholic people in these institutions 
may receive the spiritual consolation of their faith.

67 §1: The chaplain is responsible for the proper custody of 
the Blessed Sacrament and the right performance of all 
sacred functions in the institution and its chapel. 

 §2: The Blessed Sacrament shall not be reserved in the 
chapel of a non-Catholic institution, unless approved by 
the diocesan bishop.

68 In an institute which has no assigned clerical chaplain, it 
is the responsibility of the pastor in whose territory the 
institute is situated to coordinate with the pastoral care 
personnel for the administration of the sacraments to all 
the faithful who are residents therein. (Cf. ERDs n.11)

69 In institutions for children, the chaplain has the same 
duties as a pastor with regard to the catechetical 
instruction and preparation of the children for the 
reception of the sacraments.

70 §1: “Except in cases of emergency (i.e., danger of 
death), any request for Baptism made by adults or for 
infants should be referred to the [clerical] chaplain of 
the institution. Newly born infants in danger of death, 
including those miscarried, should be baptized if this 
is possible. In case of emergency, if a priest or a deacon 
is not available, anyone can validly baptize. In the case 
of emergency Baptism, the chaplain or the director of 
pastoral care is to be notifi ed.” 

 §2: The chaplain of a Catholic institution must maintain a 
register in which he or she keeps an accurate record of the 
sacraments conferred in the institution. The chaplain shall 
not neglect to send a copy of the record to the local parish 
whenever such transmission is required under the general 
law of the Church. (Cf. ERDs n.19)

 §3: The system of keeping such records by chaplains in 
state institutions is to have the approval of the diocesan 
bishop.

71 §1: Priest chaplains who have the spiritual care of religious 
shall not neglect to provide for daily Mass and other 
customary services during any period of their absence. 
§2: The religious superior is to be informed in advance 
with regard to the length of the absence and the name of 
the substitute.

Section VII: Institutes of Consecrated Life and 
Societies of Apostolic Life

INTRODUCTION

“The state of life which is constituted by the profession of the 
evangelical counsels, while not entering into the hierarchical 
structure of the Church, belongs undeniably to her life and 
holiness.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 914) “The 
Christian faithful freely assume this form of living in institutes 
of consecrated life or societies of apostolic life canonically 
erected by competent authority of the Church. Through vows 
or other sacred bonds according to the proper laws of the 
institutes, they profess the evangelical counsels of chastity, 
poverty, and obedience and, through the charity to which the 
counsels lead, are joined in a special way to the Church and its 
mystery.” (Can. 573 §2)

72 §1: In the Church, public profession of the evangelical 
counsels may be manifested in the forms of institutes 
of consecrated life, societies of apostolic life, secular 
institutes, hermits and consecrated virgins. 

 §2: In the Diocese of Bismarck the varied forms of 
consecrated life and societies of apostolic life are lived 
according to the proper law of their institutes and with the 
approval of the diocesan bishop.

73 In accordance with the norms of canon law, in the Diocese 
of Bismarck, members of the institutes of consecrated life 
and societies of apostolic life are subject to the authority 
of the diocesan bishop in matters which involve the care 
of souls, public exercise of divine worship and other works 
of the apostolate, without prejudice to the rights of their 
proper religious superiors.

74 In consultation with the proper religious superior, the 
diocesan bishop will provide a confessor for members of 
institutes of consecrated life and societies of apostolic life 
in the Diocese of Bismarck in accord with the norm of law.

75 Houses of religious in the Diocese of Bismarck may be 
provided with a chapel in which the Blessed Sacrament is 
reserved with the approval of the diocesan bishop.

76 §1: Without the written permission of the diocesan bishop, 
a pastor may not invite any institutes of consecrated life 
or society of apostolic life of men or women to labor in his 
parish, nor may he dismiss one already working there.

 §2: Without the prior written permission of the diocesan 
bishop and all canonical documentation from their prior 
institutes of consecrated life or societies of apostolic 
life, no former religious men or women may come to the 
Diocese of Bismarck for the purpose of establishing any 
form of consecrated life.

Section   VIII:    The Lay Christian Faithful

INTRODUCTION

“By reason of their special vocation it belongs to the laity to 
seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and 
directing them according to God’s will… It pertains to them 
in a special way so to illuminate and order all temporal things 
with which they are closely associated that these may always 
be effected and grow according to Christ and may be to the 
glory of the Creator and Redeemer.” (CCC, 898)

77 There is no greater need in the Church than for a saintly, 
zealous and well-trained laity. As a means to this end, the 
laity are urged to participate frequently in the sacramental 
life of the Church especially the Mass and the reception of 
the Holy Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
They are encouraged to undertake a diligent study of 
the truths of our Faith, so that they might learn to live 
and to think ever more intensely in accordance with the 
mind of Christ and His Church, thereby enabling them to 
evangelize others (Cf. Can 225 §2)

78 The laity have a strict right to expect that the clergy and 
those representing the Church will treat them with justice 
and charity as members of the mystical Body of Christ; 
they are entitled to ample opportunity to receive the 
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Sacraments and to prompt spiritual care when the need is 
present. Any failure in this regard is to be communicated 
to the Bishop.

79 According to their own vocation, the lay faithful have a 
duty to build up the people of God. Attention to the variety 
of cultural differences past and present that contribute to 
family life that leads to an appreciation of the multitude of 
vocations which are a rich gift to the Church.

80 It is the right of the lay faithful and especially the youth, 
to enjoy their catechesis, and participate in the life of the 
Church in a safe and secure environment.

81 Lay persons are attached to the parish in which they 
reside, with due consideration for personal parishes where 
these exist. Permission to belong to another parish may be 
given only by the Diocesan Bishop.

82 §1: The Christian faithful have an obligation to give a 
portion of their resources to the Church for its works: 
spiritual, educational, and charitable and for the decent 
support of ministers. 

 §2: The Christian faithful are also obliged to promote 
social justice and, mindful of the precepts of the Lord, to 
assist the poor from their own resources.

 §3: The Christian faithful are urged to incorporate the 
principles of Catholic Stewardship of time, talent and 
treasure into their regular support of the Church.

Section IX: Lay Associations

83 Lay associations for purposes of charity or piety or the 
promotion of the Christian vocation are recommended for 
establishment in parishes. 

   10  It is praiseworthy on the part of the laity to join 
associations established and approved by the Church for 
the promotion of a more perfect Christian life and the 
practice of charity.
  20  An association or society may not legitimately call 
itself Catholic or achieve an offi cial status in the Diocese of 
Bismarck without the previous approval of the Holy See or 
the Diocesan Bishop.
  30  Every approved association and society in the 
Diocese must have a chaplain, moderator or ecclesiastical 
assistant who has been confi rmed or appointed by the 
Diocesan Bishop without prejudice to the precious Canon 
317 §1.
  40  The pastor presides over all parish lay societies, and 
he may delegate this offi ce to a parochial vicar or another 
person in particular cases.
  50  The moderator of every diocesan or inter-parochial 
society is appointed or confi rmed in each instance by the 
Diocesan Bishop.
  60  The Christian faithful are cautioned against joining 
any society or association which is anti-Catholic or whose 
tenets and practices are contrary to the Church’s universal 
Magisterium.

84 “Those who are baptized in the name of Christ are, by that 
very fact, called to commit themselves to the search for 
unity. Baptismal communion tends towards full ecclesial 
communion. To live our Baptism is to be caught up in 
Christ’s mission of making all things one.”

85 The faithful are encouraged to remember the needs of 
their parish, the Diocese and the Universal Church in 
making bequests in their last wills and testaments.

CHAPTER III

THE SANCTIFYING OFFICE OF THE CHURCH

INTRODUCTION

“Christ instituted the sacraments of the new law.  There 
are seven:  Baptism, Confi rmation (or Chrismation), the 
Eucharist, Penance, the Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders 
and Matrimony.  The whole liturgical life of the church 
revolves around the Eucharistic sacrifi ce and the sacraments.  
The seven sacraments touch all the stages and all the 
important moments of Christian life:  they give birth and 
increase, healing and mission to the Christian’s life of faith.  
There is thus a certain resemblance between the stages of 
natural life and the stages of the spiritual life.” (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, 1210) Jesus Christ has chosen His 
ordained ministers to be dispensers of the mysteries of God.  
Therefore, the exact and precise formulas of the essential 
sacramental words, without alteration, must be used in the 
celebration of all the sacraments.  (Cf. CIC Can. 846 §1)  

86 §1: The clergy have a grave obligation to know, observe, 
and annually review with conscientious and punctilious 
accuracy the laws of the Church for the administration of 
the Sacraments, for the celebration of Mass, and for all 
other liturgical functions as they are contained in the Code 
of Canon Law, the approved liturgical books and particular 
law and policy for the Diocese of Bismarck as well as in the 
pagella of faculties.

 §2: The primary way to foster the participation of the 
People of God in the sacred rites is the proper celebration 
of the rite itself.

87 §1: The sacred ministers cannot refuse the sacraments to 
those who ask for them at appropriate times, are properly 
disposed, and are not prohibited by law from receiving 
them. (CIC 843 §1)

 §2: Those having the care of souls are frequently to inform 
the faithful that priestly ministrations are available upon 
any reasonable request.  The laity are to be instructed to 
call the priest whenever circumstances require it.

88 §1:  No charge is to be made for the administration of any 
Sacrament.

 §2: Whatever the faithful offer voluntarily as a stole fee 
on the occasion of the administration of any sacrament is 
presumed to be given to the parish and is to be deposited 
in the parish general account (CIC 531, 848); to those who 
inquire, the priest may indicate the customary offering, as 
approved by the bishops of this Province.

 §3: If the faithful give a gift, in addition to the stole fee, 
to the clergy on the occasion of the administration of any 
sacrament, he may keep that for his personal use.

 §4:  The clergy may not require the use of parish envelopes 
or registration as a condition for the administration of any 
sacrament.

89 Pastors and Chaplains are to keep the sacred oils under 
lock in an ambry in the sanctuary of the church, or in an 
equally secure and properly adorned place in the church 
(Cf.  CIC 847 §2) or, if circumstances warrant, the rectory, 
vehicle or on one’s person.

Section II:  Baptism

INTRODUCTION

“Baptism, the gateway to the sacraments and necessary for 
salvation by actual reception or at least by desire, is validly 
conferred only by a washing of true water with the proper 
form of words.  Through baptism men and women are freed 
from sin, are reborn as children of God, and, confi gured to 
Christ by an indelible character, are incorporated into the 
Church. isvalidly conferred only by washing with true water 
together with the required  form of words.”  (CIC  849)

90 All are urged to observe strictly the laws of the Church 
as expressed in Canons 850-878 on the Sacrament of 
Baptism, as they may pertain to adults or children.

91 The administration of Baptism is reserved by law to the 
proper pastor of the person to be baptized.  In case of 
necessity, the permission of the pastor to baptize a person 
is presumed.  It may also be presumed, according to CIC 
863. 

92 §1:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the 
ordinary process to be followed by the clergy and laity in 
the Diocese of Bismarck when ministering to those not yet 
baptized. 

 §2:  No adult is to be denied entrance into full communion 
with the Catholic Church solely because of that person’s 
inability or unwillingness to participate in the RCIA 
process.

93 §1:  Pastors are to provide opportune instructions for the 
laity regarding the necessary matter, form and intention 
required for the administration of valid Baptism in cases of 
emergency.

 §2: In these cases of emergency, anyone (whether Catholic, 
non-Catholic, or non-Christian) may baptize.

 §3:  Doctors, nurses and other professional personnel are 
to be acquainted with the rules given in CIC 843 §2, 861 
§2, 871 concerning the baptism of the human fetus.

94 §1:  The laity are to be instructed regarding the necessity 
of Baptism for salvation, and parents especially are to 
be warned that they should arrange for the Baptism of 
their children as soon as possible after birth.  Normally, it 
should not be deferred beyond three-weeks. 

 §2: No clergy may create any conditions for Baptism which 
are not contained in these Statutes, such as, denying 
Baptism during the Advent and Lenten Seasons, requiring 
a specifi c method of Baptism, the marital status of parents, 
and length of residence and degree of participation in 
parish life.

95 §1:  An infant of negligent or lapsed Catholics may be 
baptized after reasonable assurance is given regarding 
the Catholic education and rearing of the child.  This 
assurance can be given by persons other than the parents 
of the child.

 §2:  A child of non-Catholic parents may likewise be 
baptized if the parents promise in writing to arrange 
for the Catholic education of the child, and it can be 
reasonably foreseen that such education will be secured.

 §3:  Any infant in danger of death may licitly be baptized, 
even contrary to the will of the parents, when it is 
prudently foreseen that the child will die before reaching 
the age of reason.

96 The clerics who administer Baptism must observe the 
norms which govern the choice of sponsors, as well as 
educate staff members who are often the fi rst line of 
conversations when scheduling baptisms.

97 Baptism shall not be administered in a private home or 
anywhere outside a parish church without the consent of 
the Diocesan Bishop, except in case of great necessity. In 
such a case, the baptism must be recorded in the proper 
register of the parish in which the baptism took place.

98 §1:  It is the grave responsibility of the pastor to see that 
every Baptism is carefully and accurately recorded in the 
Baptismal Register, giving all information that is required 
in CIC 877 §1.

 §2: The Baptism of children born to unmarried persons is 
to be recorded in conformity with the prescriptions given 
in CIC 877 §2.

99 §1:  Chaplains of institutions must report all baptisms 
without exception to the proper pastor.

 §2:  The faithful are to be instructed in their obligation to 
inform the proper pastor immediately if private Baptism is 
conferred in an emergency.  In such cases, the pastor shall 
arrange to supply the ceremonies. 

 §3:  The norms governing the recording of the Baptism of 
adopted children are to be strictly followed in conformity 
with CIC 877 §3. 

 §4:  Offi cial parish books may not be altered for any 
reason, even in cases of sex change operations, except to 
correct errors of transcription. 

Section III:  Confi rmation

INTRODUCTION

“The sacrament of confi rmation strengthens the baptized and 
obliges them more fi rmly to be witnesses of Christ by word 
and deed and to spread and defend the faith.  It imprints a 
character, enriches by the gift of the Holy Spirit the baptized 
continuing on the path of Christian initiation, and binds them 
more perfectly to the Church.” (CIC  879)  Confi rmation is 
necessary for completion of the baptismal grace.(Cf. CCC 
1285)

100 §1: The Ordinary Minister of Confi rmation is the Bishop 
of Bismarck, or a presbyter who has this faculty.  (CIC 882, 
Appendix 12, Appendix 13) §2:  The fact of Baptism must 
be established for each candidate for Confi rmation.  If a 
record of Baptism cannot be secured, the sworn testimony 
of one reliable witness who arein a position to know the 
facts must be obtained.  If such testimony is not available, 
the candidate is to be baptized at least conditionally, and 
the record of both Baptism and Confi rmation is to be 
entered in the parish registers.

101  §1:  During the weeks prior to the ceremony, candidates 
for Confi rmation shall receive special instructions on the 
various articles of Faith, and in particular on the dignity, 
nature and effects of the Sacrament of Confi rmation and 
the requisite dispositions for its worthy reception. 
§2:  No one may require of candidates for Confi rmation 
more than what is required by Canon Law and these 
Statutes.  (Cf. CIC 889-891)

102  §1:  The reception of the Sacrament of Confi rmation is 
not  to be needlessly deferred.  Pastors shall take care that 
all children in the parish are confi rmed between the age of 
reason (age 7) and the second semester of the sophomore 
year of High School. 

 §2:  Due discretion must be implemented for Eastern Rite 
Catholics.

103 A candidate belonging to another parish is not to be 
presented for Confi rmation without the consent of 
the proper pastor who, in turn, is to receive authentic 
notifi cation after the Sacrament has been administered.

104 The prescriptions of ecclesiastical law concerning 
sponsors for Confi rmation as expressed in CIC 892-893, 
are to be made known to the faithful, and it is the duty of 
the pastor to see that they are accurately observed.  Among 
these requirements particular note should be made of the 
following:

 §1:  Whenever possible a sponsor must be had;

 §2:  The sponsor should be the sponsor at Baptism; 
(Baptism and Confi rmation are connected, CCC 1285);

 §3:  The sponsor should be at least sixteen years of age, 
and already confi rmed, and leads a life in harmony with 
the faith and the role to be undertaken. (CIC 874 §3)

105  §1:  As soon as Confi rmation has been administered in 
a parish, proper entries are to be recorded in both the 
Confi rmation and Baptism Registers, giving the date 
required by CIC 895.

 §2:  If a person is confi rmed in a parish other than the 
place of Baptism, the pastor of the place of Baptism is to 
be notifi ed without delay so that a record of Confi rmation 
may be entered in the Baptismal Register.

Section IV: The Most Holy Eucharist

“The most August sacrament [sic] is the Most Holy Eucharist 
in which Christ the Lord himself is contained, offered, and 
received and by which the Church continually lives and grows.  
The Eucharistic sacrifi ce, the memorial of the death and 
resurrection of the Lord, in which the sacrifi ce of the cross 
is perpetuated through the agesis the summit and source of 
all worship and Christian life, which signifi es and effects the 
unity of the People of God and brings about the building up of 
the body of Christ.  Indeed, the other sacraments and all the 
ecclesiastical works of the apostolate are closely connected 
with the Most Holy Eucharist and ordered to it.”  (CIC  897)

Article A:   The Sacrifi ce of the Mass

106 The priest should not fail to prepare his soul by pious 
prayers for the offering of the Eucharistic Sacrifi ce, and 
upon its conclusion to give thanks to God for so great a 
benefi t.

107 Each priest is bound in conscience to observe carefully the 
rubrics that are prescribed for the celebration of the Holy 
Sacrifi ce of the Mass.  It is sinful to neglect the rubrics of 
Liturgical Texts and to preside without devotion and true 
sacerdotal dignity

108 §1:  The faithful are to be instructed frequently on the 
nature and excellence of the Mass, on the meaning of the 
prayers and ceremonies, and on their obligation to assist at 
it on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.

 §2:  An active participation by the laity in the Holy 
Sacrifi ce of the Mass is encouraged in accordance with the 
mind of the Church and norms of the Holy See.

109 §1:  The regular schedule of parish Masses including 
Sundays, Holy Days of Obligation and weekdays, shall be 
published widely so that it is known to all the faithful.  

 §2:  Priests are obliged to begin Mass punctually at the 
appointed hour.  

110  All linens used in connection with the Mass shall be cared 
for, cleaned, and changed frequently so that they are fi t for 
the Divine Sacrifi ce.

111 §1:  Mass wine (CIC 924 §3) and altar bread (CIC  924 
§2, 926), including mustumand low-gluten hosts, are to 
be purchased only from vendors who have ecclesiastical 
approval. 

 §2:  In conformity with the legislation of the Church as 
contained in Canon 924, hosts which are consecrated 
either for the Communion of the faithful or for exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament must be freshly recently made.

112 Without prejudice to any provision in the universal law of 
the Church or any instruction issued by the Holy See, the 
Holy Sacrifi ce of the Mass may not be celebrated on any 
day and at any hour which the liturgical norms exclude in 
any church, chapel or oratory of the Diocese.

113 Neither Mass nor Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
intended for the lay faithful may take place outside 
a church, chapel or oratory without the prior written 
approval of the Diocesan Bishop.

114 Every priest who enjoys the faculties of the Diocese is 
authorized to binate on weekdays if necessary and to 
Trinate on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation as often 
as it is necessary.

115 §1: Those in charge of churches, chapels and oratories are 
to abide by the provisions of CIC 903 in regard to visiting 
priests who wish to offer Mass.  Any priest not in good 
standing with his Diocesan Bishop or Religious Superior is 
not to be allowed to celebrate the Holy Sacrifi ce.

 §2:  If an extern priest should offer Mass in any church, 
chapel or oratory of this jurisdiction over a period longer 
than a month, notifi cation of his presence should be 
forwarded to the Chancery at once by the priest in charge 
of the church, chapel or oratory, presuming the provisions 
of Canon 903 are satisfi ed.

 §3: Priests must follow all specifi ed policies regarding 
offerings made for the celebration of Mass.

Article B:  Participation in the Most Holy Eucharist

116 §1:  Any baptized person not prohibited by law can 
and must be admitted to Holy Communion.  (CIC 912)  
Baptized non-Catholics may be admitted to the Eucharist 
(as well as Penance and Anointing of the Sick) under 
certain circumstances in the judgement of the Bishop 
of Bismarck. (CIC 844 §4)  However, in the Diocese of 
Bismarck, there is no general Sacramental sharing with 
other denominations.  

 §2: In accordance with the norms of Canon 919, the clergy 
and laity are to observe the norms for the Eucharistic fast. 
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117 §1:  Holy Communion may be distributed outside of Mass 
whenever it is reasonably requested, with the liturgical 
rites being observed. 

 §2: During Mass, Holy Communion shall be distributed 
only after the celebrant has consumed both the Precious 
Body and Precious Blood of Christ.

 §3: The reception of Holy Communion under both 
species is permitted in this Diocese in accord with the 
requirements of the universal law of the Church.  Pastors 
are to ensure that the greatest reverence and care is hadfor 
the sacred species, both in their distribution and reception, 
as well as purifi cation of vessels. 

 §4: Extraordinary ministers of the Holy Eucharist are 
certifi ed and appointed by the Diocesan Bishop for a three-
year term, in a particular parish and that term may be 
renewed.  

118  §1: The faithful are to be encouraged to remain after Mass 
for at least a brief period of thanksgiving after receiving 
Holy Communion in order that they may properly honor 
their Eucharistic Guest and obtain for their souls the 
richest spiritual fruits of the Sacrament.

 §2: A person may receive Communion two times in the 
same day, as long as the second time is within the context 
of Mass.

119 It is the duty of the pastor to see that the children of 
his parish who have attained the use of reason and are 
suffi ciently disposed are admitted to Holy Communion in 
accordance with the directives given in Canons 913 and 
914.

120 An authentic record of Baptism shall be secured for each 
person on the occasion of First Holy Communion.  If this 
record is not able to be found, the sworn testimony of 
one reliable witness who isin a position to know the facts 
is to be obtained.  If such evidence cannot be obtained, 
the person is to be baptized at least conditionally, (Cf. 
Footnote 13) and the record of both of Baptism and First 
Holy Communion is to be entered in the parish records.

121 §1:  The faithful are to be instructed regarding their 
obligation by precept to receive Viaticum in danger of 
death.  They should be urged to call the priest promptly 
whenever a member of their household becomes seriously 
sick.

§2: The sick and homebound in the parish for whom death 
is not an immediate danger are also to be afforded ample 
opportunity to receive Holy Communion in their homes 
and hospitals during the period that they are unable to 
come to the church, most especially on Sundays.

122 The faithful are to be reminded that the fulfi llment of 
their Easter duty, to confess their sins and receive Holy 
Communion, may be done from the First Sunday of Lent 
until the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity.

Section V:  Penance

INTRODUCTION

“In the sacrament of penance the faithful who confess their 
sins to a legitimate minister, are sorry for them, and intend to 
reform themselves obtain from God through the absolution 
imparted by the same minister forgiveness for the sins they 
have committed after baptism and, at the same, [sic] time 
are reconciled with the Church which they have wounded by 
sinning”.  (CIC  959)

123 §1: We most earnestly exhort all Priests that in the 
administration of the Sacrament of Penance they imitate 
the Good Shepherd Jesus Christ,  “induant viscera 
misericordiae Domini nostri Jesu Christi” 

 §2: Confessions shall be heard regularly at defi nite hours 
each week, scheduled with consideration of convenience to 
the penitents.

 §3:  Along with the daily celebration of the Eucharist, the 
availability of the priest to hear sacramental confessions, 
to welcome penitents, and to accompany them spiritually 
when they so request, is the real measure of a priest’s 
pastoral charity.  By their availability, priests give joyful 
witness and in a certain sense take upon themselves their 
true identity, redefi ned in the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
and not reducible to a mere functionality.  

 §4:  In the Diocese of Bismarck the only ordinary 
way to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance and the 
confession of all serious sins is auricular, individual and 
integral confession and absolution.  The conditions for 
general absolution in this Diocese do not exist, except 
as specifi cally stated in CIC 961, namely, in the case of 
imminent danger of death when there is not time for 
individual confessions.

 §5: Because the Sacrament of Reconciliation requires for 
validity the full and integral confession of mortal sins 
as far as is possible according to kind and number, and 
because the greatest benefi t comes to those who also 
confess their venial sins as they are able, therefore, the 
practice of instructing the faithful to confess only one sin 
or one area where conversion is needed is to be entirely 
avoided.

124 It is recommended that pastors without an associate 
priest arrange intervals for outside confessors, and this 
should be done at least once during the time for the 
fulfi llment of the Easter duty.

125 §1:  In the Diocese of Bismarck, all churches, chapels and 
oratories are required to provide confessionals which allow 
for the option of anonymity of the penitent.  The penitent 
should never be surprised to fi nd himself face-to-face with 
the confessor, when he expected a screen/grille.

 §2: The use of the screen/grille is also the right of the 
Priest.  The priest confessor is not obliged to hear 
confessions face to face. 

 §3:  The confessional shall portray an inviting environment 
and as a place which signifi es a sacramental encounter 
with the Lord Jesus Christ.  The confessional is not a 
lounge, a place for visiting, a storage closet, nor have 
storage within it. 

 §4:  In regard to face-to-face confessional designs, it is 
prudent that the disposition of space be clearly defi ned.

 §5: A Priest is forbidden to have any device which contains 
a microphone (i.e., cell phone, lapel microphones, I-pads, 
etc) in the confessional to prevent a possible breach of 
sacramental seal.

126 §1: Confessors are forbidden to accept money under any 

pretext whatsoever, even in the form of a Mass stipend, on 
the occasion of hearing confessions.

 §2:  Confessors are not to impose the contribution of 
money as a penance, even for a charitable cause.  Failure 
on the part of a penitent to pay church support shall not 
constitute grounds for refusal of absolution.

127 Every priest who has been given the faculties of this 
Diocese has an obligation to study carefully the pagella of 
faculties and to know the restrictions on these faculties for 
the hearing of confessions in order to insure the validity 
and licitness of absolution.

128 §1: Priests are never to make any public or private 
reference to matters heard in administering the Sacrament 
of Penance, even implicity, lest even a suspicion arise that 
there is any carelessness in regard to the sacred seal of 
confession.

 §2:  Priests are to refrain from any extraneous questioning 
of the penitent.

 §3:  Priests are not to deny absolution to any penitent who 
is otherwise in good standing in the Church, unless there is 
no manifestation of contrition.

Section VI:  The Anointing of the Sick

INTRODUCTION

“The anointing of the sick, by which the Church commends 
the faithful who are dangerously ill to the suffering and 
glorifi ed Lord in order that he relieve and save them, is 
conferred by anointing them with oil and pronouncing the 
words prescribed in the liturgical books.”  (CIC  998)

129  §1: Only a Bishop or Priest can validly administer 
this Sacrament, not a Deacon or lay person, of any 
denomination, (CIC 1003 §1) and he may carry the Oil of 
the Sick so that he may anoint in any case of necessity. 
(CIC 1003 §3)

 §2: The Anointing of the Sick can be administered to any 
member of the Catholic faithful who has reached the age of 
reason (age 7) and begins to be in danger due to sickness 
or old age. (CIC 1004 §1)

 §3: The Sacrament can be repeated.

 §4: In cases of doubt whether the sick person has attained 
the use of reason, whether dangerously ill or even in the 
case of doubt whether the person is dead, the Sacrament is 
to be administered. (CIC 1005, 1752)

 §5: Therefore, mindful of the precious value of every 
person’s last hours of earthly life, priests should be ever 
vigilant lest, through pastoral negligence, the soul of 
anyone committed to their care should depart this life 
without the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

 §6: If it is clear that the person is dead, the Sacrament is 
not to be given.

130  Pastors shall give an annual instruction on the Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick, calling attention to its nature, 
effects and the advisability of calling the priest early 
in an illness so that the sick person is fully conscious 
when the Sacrament is administered.  The ordinary 
pastoral care of the sick and dying should include the 
Sacrament of Penance, Anointing and the Holy Eucharist, 
if possible.  The communal celebration of the Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick for many people within the 
same celebration must follow all the norms concerning 
Anointing, as well as the norms for pastoral preparation 
and liturgical celebration as prescribed in the approved 
liturgical books. 

131 Priests have the faculty to grant, and they should impart, 
the Apostolic Blessing with a plenary indulgence as often 
as they administer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick, according to the formula contained in the approved 
liturgical books.

132 Priests should respond to calls to come to the bedsides 
of patients who are dying, even though the patients have 
already been anointed, so that during the last moments 
of their lives they may obtain the encouragement and 
strength of the priestly ministrations. 

133 A priest who administers the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick to a parishioner of another pastor should 
promptly notify the proper pastor of this fact.

Section VII:  Orders

INTRODUCTION

“By divine institution, the sacrament of orders establishes 
some among the Christian faithful as sacred ministers 
through an indelible character which marks them.  They are 
consecrated and designated, each according to his grade, to 
nourish the people of God, fulfi lling in the person of Christ the 
Head the functions of teaching, sanctifying, and governing.”  
(CIC  1008)

134 §1: There are three ranks of the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders: The Episcopacy, the Presbyterate, and the 
Diaconate (CIC 1009 §1)

 §2: The minister of each order is a consecrated Bishop 
(CIC 1012) conferred validly upon only a baptized male 
(CIC 1024), whose Bishop has determined the Canonical 
requirements (CIC cc. 1026-1032) and prerequisites (CIC 
cc. 1033-1039) have been satisfi ed and irregularities 
and other impediments (CIC cc. 1040-1049) have not 
prevented the candidate from receiving Ordination.

 §3: If a Bishop doubts the suitability of a candidate, 
despite the aforementioned, he is not to ordain him. (CIC 
1052 §3)

135  §1:  It is the special concern of every priest to encourage 
and to foster vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and to 
the consecrated life.

 §2:  Each year times shall be set aside by the Diocesan 
Bishop for prayer and the promotion of vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and the consecrated life in all the 
parishes and institutions of the Diocese of Bismarck.

136  Priests shall take particular interest in the proper 
development of the seminarians and diaconate candidates 
who reside in their parishes and, as often as possible, shall 
afford them the opportunity of participating in parochial 
functions as partial preparation for their future ministry.

137  Upon request, pastors shall be prepared to make an 
informed report to the Diocesan Bishop or to the seminary 
authorities on the character and conduct of seminarians 
and diaconate candidates who reside in their parishes.

138 In accord with the circular letter of the Holy See, the 

Diocesan Bishop has established a Commission on Orders 
and Ministries with members appointed for an indefi nite 
period to time.

Section VIII: Matrimony

INTRODUCTION

“The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman 
establish between themselves a partnership of the whole 
of life and which is ordered by its nature to the good of the 
spouses and the procreation and education of offspring, has 
been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament 
between the baptized.” (Code of the Canon Law, canon 1055, 
§1) “The future of humanity passes by way of the family.” 
(Familiaris Consortio, n. 86)

Article A: Preparation for Marriage

139  §1: Clergy are seriously obliged to keep informed on 
the legislation and directives of the Church concerning 
marriage. This includes canons 1055-1165 of the Code 
of Canon Law, as well as diocesan particular law, which 
follows.

 §2: The provisions of civil law are to be observed 
conscientiously to the extent that they are not contrary to 
divine or ecclesiastical law. Clergy must promptly comply 
with notifi cation to the proper civil authority after each 
marriage has taken place. 

140  §1: Clergy, especially in homilies and catechetical 
instruction, are to carefully set forth for the laity the 
Catholic doctrine on marriage and family life.  Emphasis 
should be placed on the following:  the indispensable role 
of family, parents as primary educators of their children, 
foundations in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, 
proper discernment, cultivation of virtue, and the good 
of the spouses and the three essential goods of marriage 
(permanence, fi delity, and children). 

 §2: The obligation for the Catholic form of wedding 
ceremony, without which any Catholic becomes unable to 
receive the Sacraments, should be given particular notice 
by clergy and parents.

 §3:  It is the responsibility of the proper pastor to 
personally, but not exclusively, prepare engaged couples.  
It is recommended that the same priest prepare the couple 
and witness the marriage ceremony.

141 Clergy are to remind parents, as primary educators of 
their children, to be mindful of their essential role and 
responsibility in forming their children for adulthood 
and the vocation of marriage. Parents are to be cautioned 
against neglect in this matter which may cause spiritual 
harm and unhappiness in the lives of their children.  

Article B: Pre-Nuptial Investigation

142  §1: The pre-nuptial investigation shall be completed using 
the approved Pre-Nuptial Forms (cf. diocesan website).   

 §2: The main requirements are:  interviews, completion of 
all relevant Pre-Nuptial Forms, inventory, pre-marriage 
weekend, and a natural family planning course.  Only the 
Diocesan Bishop is able to grant exceptions to these main 
requirements, and such requests must be in writing. 

143 §1: All couples desiring marriage are to complete their 
initial session of marriage preparation at least nine 
months in advance of the scheduled wedding date. It is 
highly recommended that the couple fi nish all elements 
of marriage preparation at least six weeks prior to the 
wedding.

 §2: Each pastor and his staff must ensure that no marriage 
ceremony in the Church is scheduled (or that no pre-
nuptial preparation begins) involving any party who has 
yet to prove invalidity of each prior attempt at marriage or 
who has an unresolved restriction from a Tribunal.

 §3: Preparing clergy must observe the universal norm to 
conduct individual interviews to establish the freedom to 
marry of each party, utilizing the Pre-Nuptial Forms.  They 
are also to implement the prudent practice of separating 
couples when taking any inventory, etc. 

144 §1: Preparing clergy must send every pre-nuptial fi le to 
the Chancery for a nihil obstat no less than two weeks 
prior to the wedding or as directed. 

 §2: Any exchange of pre-nuptial fi les between this diocese 
and another diocese must be made through the respective 
chanceries.  Preparing clergy are to have such fi les sent no 
less than three weeks prior to the wedding or as directed.  

 §3:  Each pre-nuptial fi le is to remain permanently and 
securely archived in the parish of contract or the parish of 
the marriage.

145 Marriages between Catholics of different Rites, unless 
there be special provision of law to the contrary, are to 
be prepared and celebrated in the Rite of the groom and 
before his proper pastor.

146 §1: Pre-nuptial preparations for convalidations must 
follow the same main requirements as all other marriages 
(cf. #151, §2).  Only the Diocesan Bishop is able to grant 
exceptions to these main requirements, and such requests 
must be in writing.

 §2: Preparing clergy are to ensure that any couple 
celebrating a convalidation ceremony must clearly 
understand that a new and complete consent must be 
exchanged.

147  §1: In the serious matter of cohabitation, the appendix on 
cohabitation is to be consulted.

 §2: The Declaration and Promise is required in cases of 
disparity of cult, mixed religion, and non-practice of a 
Catholic; these can never be dispensed (cf. CIC, cc. 1086, 
1125).

Article C:  Proclamation of the Banns

148  It is permitted to publish the banns of Matrimony in 
three successive weekly parish bulletins.  In such cases the 
faithful are to be instructed in their obligation to report 
promptly any impediments of which they have knowledge.

Article D:  Form of Marriage Ceremony

149 Every cleric who assists at a marriage ceremony has a 
grave obligation to ascertain that his assistance is both 
valid and licit in accordance with the prescripts given 
in canons 1071-1072, and that the pre-nuptial fi le is in 
possession and in proper order.

150 §1:  Every cleric who assists at a marriage ceremony 
outside of his assigned parish boundaries must receive 
delegation from the pastor of the place of contract or the 
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local ordinary.  This is for the validity of the sacrament.  
As a precaution against sudden illness, it is highly 
recommended that delegation include an explicit ability to 
sub-delegate.

 §2:  Every cleric who assists at a marriage ceremony 
outside of his diocese of residence must arrange for a 
Letter of Good Standing to be exchanged between the 
respective chanceries.

151 §1: Every cleric who assists at a marriage ceremony 
involving Catholic parties not his proper subjects is to have 
the permission of the proper pastor of either party.

 §2: Every cleric who assists at a marriage ceremony 
involving a baptized non-Catholic party (mixed religion) 
must ensure that permission for mixed religion has been 
granted by the local ordinary.

 §3: Every cleric who assists at a marriage ceremony 
involving a non-baptized party (disparity of cult) must 
ensure that a dispensation from disparity of cult has been 
granted by the local ordinary.  This is for the validity of the 
sacrament.

 §4: Special attention to ritual ascription is necessary 
when only one party is Catholic.  Whenever the only 
Catholic party is of the Ukrainian or another Church sui 
iuris (which passes by patrimony regardless of the rite 
performed at baptism), the explicit written faculty to assist 
at marriage must be granted from the Eastern Church sui 
iurishierarch.  This is for the validity of the sacrament.

 §5: A deacon of the Latin Rite is never permitted to preside 
at a celebration of marriage involving a Catholic of any 
Eastern Rite, even if the other party is a Catholic in the 
Latin Rite.  This is for the validity of the sacrament.

152 §1: Mixed religion marriages and disparity of cult 
marriages taking place in a non-Catholic ceremony must 
have from the local ordinary a dispensation from form.  
This is for the validity of the sacrament.

 §2:  Any Catholic who attempts marriage before a non-
Catholic minister (without proper dispensation from form) 
or a civil magistrate contracts invalidly, commits a serious 
sin, and is unable to receive the Sacraments of the Church.

Article E:  Time and Place of Marriage Ceremony

153 §1: Marriage between Catholic parties is to take place 
within the Mass, unless the cleric who assists determines 
otherwise for a serious reason.

 §2:  Mixed religion or disparity of cult marriages are to 
take place without the Mass, unless the cleric who assists 
determines otherwise for serious reason.

154 In this Diocese, marriages are not to be celebrated on 
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.  

155  Marriages between Catholic parties are to take place 
within a Church building.  Only the Diocesan Bishop is 
able to grant exceptions for serious reasons, and such 
requests must be in writing.

Article F:  Celebration of the Marriage Ceremony

156 The ceremonies contained in the Rite of Marriage must be 
strictly followed.

157  Only one religious ceremony is permitted (Code of Canon 
Law, canon 1127, §3).

158  The exchange of consent must follow the acceptable 
options within the Rite of Marriageitself.  Composition of 
individual vows is strictly forbidden. 

159 The best man must be male, and the maid or matron of 
honor must be female.  

160  Wedding parties are to have proper dress and general 
decorum, which reverence to the Blessed Sacrament and 
to the house of God requires on the occasion of marriage 
in the Catholic Church, including before and after the 
ceremony proper.

161  Convalidations are to avoid pomp and elaborate display.

162  The following novelties are strictly forbidden during any 
Catholic marriage ceremony in Diocese of Bismarck: unity 
candles, unity bowls, sand rituals, release of butterfl ies or 
other creatures.  

163  Wedding music must be sacred religious music, including 
music performed before and after the ceremony.

164  §1: In the case of a Catholic cleric being invited to be 
involved in a non-Catholic, Christian ceremony (provided 
the dispensation from canonical form has been granted), 
he is able to offer prayers, read from the Scriptures, give a 
brief exhortation, and bless the couple.

 §2: This involvement can never include being the formal 
witness of the exchange of consent, even partially, nor 
concelebration in the Eucharistic Sacrifi ce together with 
ministers of ecclesial communities not having Apostolic 
succession nor recognizing the Sacramental dignity of 
priestly ordination.

 §3: In the case of a minister of the party of the other 
Church or ecclesial community being invited to the 
Catholic ceremony, he or she is able to read from the 
Scriptures, give a brief exhortation, and bless the couple. 

Article G:  Proper Recording of Marriage

165  §1: It is strictly the duty of the pastor to see that without 
delay there is entered in the matrimonial register a record 
which provides all the information required by canon 1121, 
§1. 

 §2:  The proper recording of marriage remains the 
obligation of the pastor even in cases where another priest 
assisted at the marriage.

 §3:  Marriages celebrated with a dispensation from form 
are to be recorded and kept in the parish within whose 
boundaries the marriage ceremony took place.

166  In addition, pastors must fulfi ll the directive given in 
canon 1122, §1, which requires a notation of the marriage 
in the baptismal records of the Catholic parties.

167  In cases where one or both Catholic parties to a marriage 
were baptized in another parish, the pastor of the parish 
where the marriage took place is required to send an 
authenticated record to the pastor of the place of baptism.  
His obligation does not cease until he receives an 
acknowledgment from the pastor of baptism of the party 
or parties.

Article H:  Separation and Divorce

168  Catholic married partners contract a sacred obligation to 
maintain a common life.  Only for the most serious reason 
can a Catholic pursue separation of common life.

169  Priests and confessors are to instruct the laity that dating 
divorced persons constitutes a proximate occasion of sin, 
unless freedom to marry has been proven by a Tribunal.    

Section IX:  Sacramentals

INTRODUCTION

“Holy Mother Church has, moreover, instituted sacramentals.  
These are sacred signs which bear a resemblance to the 
sacraments.  They signify effects, particularly of a spiritual 
nature, which are obtained through the intercession of the 
Church.  By them men are disposed to receive the chief effect 
of the sacraments, and various occasions in life are rendered 
holy.”  (CCC 1667)

170 §1: Sacramentals:  “always include a prayer, often 
accompanied by a specifi c sign, such as the laying on of 
hands, the sign of the cross, or the sprinkling of holy water 
(which recalls Baptism)”.  (CCC 1668)

 §2:  There are different forms of sacramentals and they 
have different levels of importance in the life of the 
Church.  Blessings (of persons, meals, objects and places) 
hold top rank in the order of sacramentals.  (CCC 1671)

 §3:  Sacramentals fi nd their origin in the priesthood of 
the baptized.  Thus, there are certain blessings at which 
lay people may preside.  However, “the more a blessing 
concerns ecclesial and sacramental life, the more is its 
administration reserved to the ordained ministry (bishops, 
priests, or deacons).  (CCC 1669)

171 §1:  The laity are to be instructed in the nature, effi cacy and 
the proper use of sacramentals instituted by the Church for 
their spiritual and temporal welfare.  The faithful are to be 
encouraged particularly in the use of those sacramentals 
which are intended to sanctify the Catholic home and 
family life.  (Cf. Book of Blessings (BB), Chapters 44-46)

 §2:  A blessed crucifi x, placed in a common room of their 
home, along with a bottle of holy water are basic essential 
sacramentals.  The faithful are highly encouraged to have 
blessed medals, rosaries and sacred images in their homes, 
especially where children are present in order to encourage 
the fostering of their spiritual and devotional life.  

 §3:  It is to be recommended that parents obtain the 
special blessings of the Church which sanctify their 
parental vocation before and after the birth of their 
children.  (Cf. Book of Blessings, Chapter 1)

172  §1:  The clergy shall observe the rites as prescribed in the 
approved liturgical books for the administration of the 
sacramentals.

 §2:  Pastors are to ensure that a supply of holy water is 
readily available for use in the church and to the laity for 
use in their homes.

 §3:  In every parish, the clergy shall assure the faithful 
of their readiness to bless the homes, vehicles, places of 
business, farms, fi elds, etc., of their parishioners.

173  If a sacramental (rosary, scapular or liturgical vestment 
for example) becomes worn or broken to the point that 
it can no longer be used for its original purpose, the item 
should be disposed of in a proper manner and not simply 
thrown out as refuse.  Proper disposal typically entails 
preferably burning it fi rst and then placing the ashes into 
the earth or burying the item directly into the earth.   
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michael.klabo@kofc.org

Mike Vetter
Minot

701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

John Kreitinger
Dickinson

701-483-5466
john.kreitinger@kofc.org

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF
Bismarck

701-222-2755 
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

AM_Columbia_April 2015, Exp. 07/15/16

Don’t be.
Make it last 

with a Single Premium 
Immediate Annuity from
the Knights of Columbus. 

Properly structured, a Single Premium
Immediate Annuity can guarantee that your
money won’t run out. Working with your
Knights of Columbus field agent, you can
structure your annuity so you can receive
predictable, fixed payments for a
guaranteed number of years – even for life. 

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E    D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E    L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Worried that your
retirement money will run out? 

Prod_SPIA1, Exp. 7/15/16

Hosted at the Rosalind and Larry
Leier farm along with

Fr. Jason Signalness and the 
parishioners of Sts. Peter and 

Paul, Strasburg, St. Michael, Rural 
Linton, and St. Mary, Hague.

Town andCountry
Celebration

July 24, 2016  •  Hague, N.D.

Leier Farms
8560 20th Ave. SE

Hague, ND
(12 miles N. of Hague)

Blessing of animals,
land and machinery will 

begin at 11:30 a.m.
followed by 

Mass with Bishop Kagan
at 12:15 p.m. 

A free lunch and
entertainment will follow.

Come join the fun and 
bring what you need for 

an enjoyable day outside.

Register at bismarckdiocese.com/townandcountry
or call 701-204-7209.

Registration required for an accurate meal count.
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