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Voting with a properly formed Catholic conscience
Editor’s note: With the national 

election just days away, Bishop 
Kagan offers some information on 
how to vote as faithful citizens.
By Bishop David Kagan

You may recall that four years 
ago in October, 2012, I wrote to 
you about the right and privilege 
we have as citizens to vote. I write 
again in this “Year of Mercy” that 
each Catholic citizen has that 
privilege and duty to participate 
in our nation’s governing by the 
exercise of our constitutional 
right to vote in national, state and 
local elections. As your bishop, 
I urge you again to exercise this 
cherished right.

I will not tell you for whom you 
should vote nor will I tell you for 
whom I intend to vote. However, 
I ask you to vote as a Catholic 
citizen who has properly formed 
his or her conscience. A properly 
formed Catholic conscience does 
not contradict the defi ned truths 
of our Catholic Faith in matters of 
faith and morals. I wish to explain 
what this means in relation to the 
issues on which your votes will 
have a lasting impact.

What is “a properly formed 
Catholic conscience?” The 
Catechism says: “A well-formed 
conscience is upright and truthful. 
It formulates its judgments 
according to reason, in conformity 
with the true good willed by the 

wisdom of the Creator. Everyone 
must avail himself of the means to 
form his conscience” (1798). The 
Catholic Church’s teachings are 
the means for us to properly form 
our consciences so that we seek 
always what is objectively true and 
good.

At the heart of all Catholic 
moral and social teaching is a 
single fact: the respect given to an 
individual human person must 
always be fi rst and must govern 
every law and action so that the 
person’s life and dignity is always 
and everywhere protected and 
defended. In other words, from the 
fi rst moment of human conception 
to the last moment of life on earth, 
the person must be respected 
without exception.

For this reason, there are some 
actions that are never acceptable 
and should not be made so by law, 
they include: abortion, euthanasia, 
embryonic stem cell research, and 
not recognizing the unique and 
special role of marriage as the 
union of one man and one woman.

All the other social, economic, 
and political issues only 
gain importance from the 
fundamental issue of the respect 
for the individual person and the 
inviolability of each person’s life 
and God-given dignity.

If there is no respect for the 
life and dignity of each person 

from conception to natural death, 
then every other moral and social 
evil can be justifi ed. There are 
some things we must never do as 
individuals or as a society because 
they are always incompatible 
with love of God and neighbor. 
Such actions are so deeply fl awed 
that they are always opposed to 
the authentic good of persons. 
These are called “intrinsically 
evil” actions. They must always be 
rejected and opposed and must 
never be supported or condoned. 
A prime example is the intentional 
taking of innocent human life as in 
abortion and euthanasia.

In this election year the 
positions of the major political 
parties and their candidates are 
well known and advertised. What 
I ask each of you to do before you 
vote is to consider carefully what 
our Catholic Church teaches about 
the issues, and then consider 
how your vote for a particular 
candidate will contribute to the 
common good of us all as persons 
with that human dignity which 
must be respected and protected 
in all circumstances.

Ours is a representative form 
of government and those whom 
we elect therefore are supposed 

to represent us. When you vote, 
please, I ask you to vote for 
the candidates who represent 
you as Catholic citizens. This 
is easily discovered by reading 
the public statements and votes 
and observing the actions of the 
candidates. Our votes as Catholic 
citizens have to focus on who 
and what protects human life 
and dignity and therefore, who 
will strengthen and advance the 
common good of us all. Take your 
well-formed Catholic conscience 
into the voting booth and then 
vote.

I close with a timeless quote 
from Saint John Paul II. He wrote, 
“The common outcry which is 
justly made on behalf of human 
rights–for example the right 
to health, to home, to work, to 
family, to culture–is false and 
illusory if the right to life, the 
most basic and fundamental right 
and the condition for all other 
personal rights, is not defended 
with maximum determination” 
(Christifi deles Laici, 38).

May Our Good God bless and 
guide us at this important moment 
and may Our Blessed Mother 
continue to intercede for us!
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Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for November

Universal: Countries Receiving Refugees
That the countries which take in a great number of 

displaced persons and refugees may fi nd support 
for their eff orts which show solidarity. 

Evangelization: Collaboration of Priests and Laity 
That within parishes, priests and lay people may 

collaborate in service to the community without 
giving in to the temptation of discouragement.

As we enter the month of 
November, the month 
dedicated by Holy Mother 

Church to the remembrance of 
the myriads of holy men and 
women who are saints in heaven, 
and to the remembrance of all of 
those holy souls awaiting their 
fi nal purifi cation in Purgatory in 
anticipation of heaven, we have 
an opportunity to join ourselves 
more closely to them through our 
prayers, good works and sacrifi ces. 
Nov. 1, All Saints’ Day, is a Holy 
Day of Obligation for all Catholics 
and thus, we are to attend and 
participate at Mass during which 
we give glory and honor and 
praise to Almighty God for His 
continuous gifts to us of the saints.  

The next day, Nov. 2 is All 

Souls’ Day and while it is not 
a Holy Day, in one sense it is a 
continuation of All Saints’ Day. 
This is the day that all of us, by 
our sincere prayers and earnest 
sacrifi ces, can gain the release 
from purgatory of souls who are 
there awaiting heaven of which 
they are assured. Remember, 
once these holy men and women 
have died they can no longer help 
themselves, but they rely on us 
to help them. In this Jubilee of 
Mercy, this is a true act of loving 
mercy for us to spend time in 
prayer and penance asking the 
Lord to apply whatever merits we 
gain to these holy souls in their 
thirst and longing to see Him 
face to face. Please make this day 
a special and intentional day on 
behalf of the souls in purgatory.

Exactly one week later on Nov. 
9, the Diocese of Bismarck will 
celebrate a truly historic moment. 
That day, at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, we will celebrate only 
the Second Synod of the Diocese 
of Bismarck. The First Synod was 
celebrated on Nov. 12, 1924, at 
St. Mary Pro-Cathedral, by our 
beloved and fi rst bishop, Bishop 
Vincent Wehrle, OSB, and the 
priests of the Diocese of Bismarck. 
It is a testimony to God’s abundant 
blessings bestowed on our diocese 
that we have been able to live our 
Catholic life of faith for 92 years 
before the need for another synod 
was recognized. 

I ask you to pray for all of our 
deceased bishops, priests, deacons, 

religious women and men, and 
all of the faithful lay women and 
men who have preceded us in the 
faith. As the saying goes, we are 
standing on the shoulders of true 
giants of the Catholic Church and 
we owe them our grateful prayers. 
If your pastor asks you to come 
to the synod, please do so as this 
is a very important event for our 
diocese. The synod will assist all 
of us in the better living of our 
daily lives of faith. It will be a time 
of great grace for all of us as we 
strengthen our unity as Catholics 
and the communion which we as 
Catholics enjoy with Our Holy 
Father and the Universal Church.

A fi nal note about this month of 
November. On Sunday, Nov. 13, 
all bishops around the world have 
been asked to close those holy 
doors which we designated for our 
dioceses. I have asked the priests 
of the four parishes designated as 
pilgrimage sites with holy doors to 
do this. This is done by us on this 
day so that when the Jubilee Year 
of Mercy closes on the following 
Sunday, Our Holy Father Francis 
will close the holy door at the 
Basilica of St. Peter and bring this 
wonderful time of grace and favor 
from the Lord to a close. In the 
remaining days of this Jubilee of 
Mercy, go to confession and to 
Mass and commit to doing this 
regularly. God is never outdone in 
His generosity to those who love 
Him!

Honoring His continuous gifts of the saints • BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 
NOVEMBER 2016FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

Nov. 3 • Mass for Deceased Clergy, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck 11 a.m. 

 • Priests’ Benefi t Association 
Meeting, Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 1:30 p.m. 

Nov. 6 • Confi rmation at the Church of 
Epiphany, Watford City, 10:30 
a.m. 

 • Confi rmation at the Church of 
St. Joseph, Williston, 1:30 p.m. 

Nov. 7 • Mass for God’s Children, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
6 p.m.   

Nov. 8 • Real Presence Radio interview, 
9 a.m.

Nov. 9 • Second Diocesan Synod, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck 10:30 a.m. 

Nov. 10 • All-staff  Mass, Bishop’s 
residence chapel, 8 a.m. 

 • Directors’ Staff  Meeting, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, 9:15 a.m.  

Nov. 11 • Centennial Mass for the Church 
of St. Martin, Center, 5:30 p.m. 

Nov. 13 • Centennial Mass for the Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Hettinger, 
10:30 a.m. MT

Nov. 16 • Synod Meeting for Minot 
Deanery, Church of Our Lady 
of Grace, Minot, 9:30 a.m. 

Nov. 17 • Synod Meeting for Williston 
Deanery, Neset Consulting, 
Tioga, 9:30 a.m.

Nov. 18 • Synod Meeting for Mandan 
Deanery, Church of the Sacred 
Heart, Glen Ullin, 9:30 a.m.

Nov. 20 • Confi rmation at the Church of 
Spirit of Life, Mandan, 11 a.m. 

Nov. 20-22 • New Priests Workshop, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck 

Nov. 24 • Thanksgiving Day Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m. 

Nov. 27 • Re-dedication of the Church of 
the Sacred Heart, Wilton, 
8:30 a.m. 

 • Confi rmation at the Church of 
St. Mary, Bismarck, 2 p.m. 

Nov. 29 • Synod Meeting for Dickinson 
Deanery, Church of St. Joseph, 
Dickinson, 9:30 a.m. MT

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan addresses the confi rmation students of the Churches of Sacred Heart in 
Wilton and St. Hildegard in Menoken on Oct. 16.
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By Patti Armstrong
Many of the Bismarck 

Diocese’s earliest churches still 
stand today. Catholic German 
homesteaders whose ancestors 
had immigrated to Russia, left 
for North Dakota beginning 
in the late 1800’s when the 
Homesteading Act offered 
individuals 160 acres of free 
farmland. Alongside the German 
immigration, Benedictine 
missionaries from Europe came 
to spread the Gospel and serve 
Catholic homesteaders. 

Although most of the 
homesteaders lived in sod 
homes at the beginning of the 
1900’s, they erected magnifi cent 
churches similar to the ones they 
had left behind in Europe. Half-
a-dozen Bavarian Romanesque-
style churches with elaborate 
interiors were built here desiring 
that people would feel the 
presence of God when they 
entered. 

After Vatican II, churches 
were simplifi ed, de-emphasizing 
interiors and focusing more on 
the congregations. But in the Old 
World, people had worshiped 
alongside a multitude of angels 
and saints, captured in stained-
glass windows, statues, and 
paintings. 

The early settlers imagined 
that God would be worshiped in 
those churches for many years to 
come. But one thing they did not 
imagine in future generations was 

that their villages would suffer 
drastic out migration. Three of 
the largest and most striking 
churches in the diocese—St. 
Mary’s in Richardton, Sts. 
Peter and Paul in Strasburg, 
and St. Mary’s in Hague— all 
have dwindling numbers of 
parishioners. Their populations 
are 548, 392, and 67 respectively, 
according to the 2014 census poll. 

Despite the changing 
demographics, the churches are 
still valued by their communities 
and beyond. Tourists and 
pilgrim-fi lled buses come long 
distances to see these treasures 
and relics of the past.  

At St. Mary’s in Hague, Fr. 
Jason Signalness, is hoping that 
enough people will value the 
historic church to help preserve 
it. One of the fi rst things the 
German Russian settlers did 
when they arrived in Hague 
in the late 1880’s was to erect 
a small wooden church. They 
quickly outgrew that one and 
built another brick church but it 
burned down on Ash Wednesday 
in 1929. Despite diffi cult 
economic times, in 1930, they 
immediately began building an 
even bigger, more ornate church. 

Father Signalness explained 
that his parish needs help now 
to preserve that church.  A leaky 
roof is threatening the beauty and 
integrity of this historic structure. 
The parish has turned to crowd 
funding; starting a “Go Fund Me” 

page to save 
St. Mary’s. 

A new 
roof is 
expensive at 
$212,000. 
A shrinking 
parish of 
only 74 
registered 
families 
supports 
the Hague 
church, 
built to hold 
400; add to 
that a dry 
summer 
and low 

crop prices. “The rain just kept 
missing us last summer so the 
fi rst crops didn’t do so well,” Fr. 
Signalness explained. “Now they 
are hauling in record soybean and 
other crops, but prices are so low 
that farmers are suffering.”

Father Signalness was 
appointed pastor of St. Mary’s 
four years ago, only a year after 
his 2011 ordination. During that 
time, generous parishioners 
have maintained the church with 
donations of skills, equipment, 
time, and fi nances. Two other 
churches share Fr. Signalness 
as pastor—St. Michael’s in rural 
Linton and Sts. Peter and Paul in 
Strasburg. Volunteers, according 
to him, do much of the parish 
work.  “When an urgent need 
arises in these small parishes the 
people generally know they have 
to step up, at least fi nancially,” he 
said.  

Although there are areas that 
need attention, according to Fr. 
Signalness, the most urgent need 
is a new roof. “When St. Mary’s 
was built, the church’s roof was 
covered with something like a 
slate tile,” he explained. After 80 
years, it was due for replacement, 
so asphalt shingles were installed 
eight years ago, but very early on, 
they began to blow off and leak.

“The roofer blamed 
the manufacturer and the 
manufacturer blamed the 
roofer,” Fr. Signalness said. “The 
insurance company paid claims 
from storms, but we’ve reached 
our limit so they will not pay any 
more claims.” Damage has not 
been small either. In 2012, there 
were leaks that resulted in water 
damage to light fi xtures and 
paintings.

To address the issue, Fr. 
Signalness and the parish’s 
pastoral council investigated 
various options. They identifi ed 
the best price and a good 
contractor to install a slate roof 

similar to the original. Despite 
enthusiasm for the project among 
parishioners, the big question 
was how would such a small 
parish raise that kind of money?

Father Signalness had an 
idea: crowd funding. After all, 
he thought, people are raising 
money that way for all kinds of 
causes, and preserving St. Mary’s 
is a very worthy cause. Bishop 
David Kagan agreed and gave him 
permission to start a “Go Fund 
Me” page which he titled “Fixing 
Mary’s Roof.”

“It’s a piece of history,” Fr. 
Signalness said. “Walking into the 
church, everything fi ts together so 
well. There’s purpose to it.”

He explained that looking 
around the interior is a lesson 
in theology through the images 
of saints and Bible scenes. 
“For instance, a painting of the 
Annunciation on the ceiling, 
reminds you of the Incarnation 
and Mary’s response to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. 
There are saints all over to 
remind us what it means to be 
holy and around 100 angels 
remind us of the real angels—the 
ones we cannot see—that are 
really there.”

Thus far, a little more than 
half the money has been raised. 
The fi rst $35,000 came in within 
the fi rst few days, including 
$10,000 from an anonymous 
donor and another $10,000 from 
a parishioner. Father Signalness 
said he hopes that former 
residents of Hague and anyone 
who values North Dakota’s 
history and sacred art and 
architecture will donate.

“Spending money to preserve 
St. Mary’s is for a higher 
purpose,” he said. “I have faith 
that if this church could be 
built in the trying times of the 
depression, it can be re-roofed 
today.”

The ornate 
altar in the 
Church of St. 
Mary in Hague 
with the 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary as the 
focal point.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Sts. Peter and Paul Church in neighboring Strasburg is equally as magnfi cant.

Funding is being sought to replace the roof of St. Mary’s Chuch in Hague to 
protect the interior being threatened by leaks and water damage.

Crowd funding being used to raise 
money for church renovation
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The Diocese of Bismarck is now 
offering an outreach program, 
called Courage, for persons with 
same-sex attraction. This nation-
wide program has been available 
for some time, but is new to the 
diocese.

The Courage central offi ce 
operates through support of the 
Archdiocese of New York, but 
largely through the contributions 
and volunteer work of Courage 
members and other individuals 
and organizations. Individual 
chapters throughout the world 
are self-supporting and exist with 
the permission of their diocesan 
bishop.

“The Courage program brings 
the very fruitful experience of 
this Catholic outreach to any 
and all persons with a same-sex 
attraction,” said Bishop David 
Kagan. “By that I mean that 
Courage does not try to convert 
a person. Through the use of the 
Catholic Church’s rich and long 
tradition of prayer and meditation, 
it helps persons develop and 
deepen their own relationship 
to God by using the discipline of 
prayer to live a chaste life in every 
way.”

Bishop Kagan added, “It is 
a very confi dential support to 
persons who struggle in this 
matter to live a life of real 
virtue by living a life of prayer, 
meditation on Sacred Scripture 
and solid and wholesome spiritual 
reading. There are no demands 
of persons who are in Courage 
other than to commit to it 
unconditionally.”

There is often some confusion 
among the laity regarding the 
Church’s teaching on same-sex 
attraction. This can lead to an 
inability to live a fully Christian 
life in communion with God and 

others.
“What the Catholic Church says 

to a person experiencing a same-
sex attraction is simply this:  we do 
not judge you but we love you as 
a child of God and we respect you 
as a unique person,” Bishop Kagan 
explained. “Look upon yourself in 
the very same way and live every 
day as an act of thanksgiving to 
God for your life. Do nothing 
to injure your relationship with 
Him. Live each day in a chaste 
manner as an act of love for and 
thanksgiving to God for who you 
are. Actually, the Catholic Church 
says this to every person no 
matter the sexual orientation or 
attraction.”

Another aspect of the program 
offers guidance and support for 
loved ones involved. EnCourage is 
a Catholic apostolate for parents, 
friends and family members 
of loved ones with same- sex 
attractions.

To this, Bishop Kagan added, 
“The Church teaches very clearly 
in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church that to treat another 
person as inferior to oneself 
because of a same-sex attraction 
by any act of unkindness or 
discrimination is forbidden to 
us. This is a most serious sin which 
does real harm to the unity of the 
Church and is never justifi ed.”

For more information on the 
Courage program in the diocese’s 
Offi ce of Family Ministry, go 
to www.bismarckdiocese.com/
courage.

—Staff  report

Courage to support one another
New outreach program off ered in the diocese

Nationally recognized speaker 
and writer Daniel Mattson visits 
the University of Mary to explain 
the Catholic Church’s teaching 
on same-sex attraction.

Mattson will address 
“The Church’s Teaching on 
Homosexuality as Good News: 
One Man’s Story” at Grounds 
for Belief, Thursday, Nov. 10 at 
8 p.m. in Butler Auditorium, 
Gary Tharaldson School of 
Business. Grounds for Belief 
is the Thursday night speaker 
series sponsored by University 
Ministry.

“Dan Mattson offers a 
positive message on a topic that 
many people fi nd diffi cult,” 
says Ed Konieczka, assistant 
director of University Ministry 
at the University of Mary. “His 
presentation will enlighten 
us as a way to tear down the 
walls that divide people on this 
issue. Mattson clarifi es Catholic 
teaching with great fi delity to 
the Church and at the same 
time encourages us to support 

each other as 
brothers and 
sisters.”

A convert 
to Catholicism 
and a 
professional 
musician, 
Daniel Mattson 
is a representative of Courage, 
an international apostolate of 
the Catholic Church dedicated 
to ministering to persons 
with same-sex attractions. 
His writings have appeared 
in periodicals such as “First 
Things” and “Crisis” magazine, 
and he is a regular guest on 
Catholic radio and EWTN 
television.

Mattson’s talk on campus is 
sponsored by the Saint John 
Paul II Center for University 
Ministry at University of Mary. 
All talks are free and open to the 
public. For more information, 
contact (701) 355-8102 or 
umin@umary.edu. 

Courage representative to speak on 
Church’s teaching on homosexuality

Daniel Mattson at U of Mary on Nov. 10

Submitted photo

Local chapter of St. Vincent de Paul 
Society receives fi rst car donation
The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society has received their fi rst car donation. Proceeds from the sale 
of the car go directly to the Society which works to help the needy. 
Al Weisbeck of Bismarck donated the car in September. Donating a 
car to St. Vincent de Paul Society is easy. A person simply contacts 
the Society, the vehicle is towed, then auctioned. The donor also 
receives a sales receipt to fi le for a tax deduction. The Society will 
accept any type of vehicle including cars, trucks, boats, motorcycles, 
snowmobiles, personal watercraft, heavy equipment and even 
airplanes. For information on donating a vehicle, go to svdpusacars.
com or call 800-322-8284. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
 ■ Mass for Deceased Clergy 
Nov. 3
The public is invited to the annual 
Mass for deceased bishops, priests 
and deacons of the diocese on 
Thursday, Nov. 3 at 11 a.m. at 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. Honored 
this year are: Fr. Lawrence Wagner, 
OSB; Fr. Ray Aydt; Fr. Stephen Kranz, 
OSB; Fr. Ed Wehner; Fr. Eugene Bova; 
Deacon Anton Wanner; Deacon 
Herman Dukart; and Deacon Emil 
Riehl.

■ Retreat at St. Ann’s Nov. 5
St. Ann’s in Hebron is hosting at 
men’s and women retreat “A Joyful 
Happening” on Saturday, Nov. 5 from 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Speakers are: Sr. 
Thomas Welder -“Finding God in 
the Ordinary;” Sr. Kathleen Atkinson 
- “God in the Burning Bush;” and 
Deacon Bob Stockert - “Where There 
is Smoke There is Fire.” Registration 
fee is $10. Pre-register by Nov 1 by 
contacting Georgia Ann 701-891-
8095 or Mike 407-883-2183.

■ Mass for God’s Children Nov. 7
Bishop Kagan will off er a Mass for 
God’s Children Monday, Nov. 7 at 6 
p.m. at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. 
This Mass for all the children that 
God has called to His arms directly 
from the womb or from the care of 
his or her parents before adulthood. 
Register online at bismarckdiocese.
com/godschildren or contact 
Christie at 864-354-5046 or ccollins@
bismarckdiocese.com. 

■ Diocesan Synod Nov. 9
Second Synod of the Diocese 
of Bismarck will convene on 
Wednesday, Nov. 9. Holy Mass will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit and, after the 
Post Communion Prayer, the actual 
Synod takes place. Father Josh 
Ehli, the Promoter of the Synod, 
will lead all in attendance through 
the work (chapter by chapter) of 
all of the preparatory committees, 
highlighting what has been changed 
from the diocese’s current and past 
practice, what remains the same and 
what is new. The synod statutes will 
then become the offi  cial governance 
of the Diocese of Bismarck.

■ St. Martin celebrates Nov. 11 
St. Martin of Tours in Center will 
be celebrating 100 years on Friday, 
Nov. 11. Bishop Kagan and Fr. John 
Guthrie will celebrate Mass at 5:30 

p.m. followed by supper at the 
Center Civic Center at 6:30 p.m.

■ Women’s retreat Nov. 12
For the Year of Mercy, a personal 
retreat for women seeking purpose, 
peace, faith and forgiveness will be 
held Saturday, Nov. 12 at Spirit of Life 
in Mandan. Featured speakers are: 
Msgr. Chad Gion, Fr. Wayne Sattler, 
Rachel Macy Staff ord and Ruth 
Knutson. The day begins with 9 a.m. 
Mass with the retreat from 9:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. The event is free and a 
light lunch will be provided. Daycare 
is available. Deadline to register is 
Tuesday, Nov. 8. Contact the Spirit 
of Life parish offi  ce at 663-1660 or 
email offi  ce@myspiritofl ife.com.

■ Holy Trinity Church marks 100th
The public is welcome to Holy Trinity 
Church in Hettinger to celebrate 
their 100th anniversary on Sunday, 
Nov. 13. Bishop Kagan will be 
the main celebrant at the 
10:30 a.m. MT  Mass. Reception 
to follow at the armory.  

■ Prayer Day Nov. 16
The annual prayer day has been 
moved to the fall this year at the 
University of Mary. Prayer Day will 
be held Wednesday, Nov. 16 with 
keynote speaker Dr. Mary Poplin, 
author of “Finding Calcutta: What 
Mother Teresa Taught Me About 
Meaningful Work and Service.” Learn 
more and register at umary.edu/
prayerday.

■ Marriage encounter weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekends are Nov 11-13 
in East Grand Forks, Minn. and that 
same weekend in Medora. Early 
registration is highly recommended. 
For more information, visit our 
website at: ndwwme.org or contact 
Rob and Angie at 701-347-1998.

■ Teen pilgrimage to
 Washington, DC
Teens in 9th-12th grades are 
invited to travel with the diocese 
to Washington, DC on a pro-life 
pilgrimage. The charter bus will 
be departing Tuesday, Jan. 24, and 
returning Sunday, Jan. 29. Visits to 
many sites and march to the steps of 
the Supreme Court is also included. 
Six-day trip costs $550. More 
information at bismarckdiocese.com/
march or contact Christie at 864-354-
5046, ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com.
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Newly-appointed Bishop Ryan 
Catholic School (BRCS) President, 
Fr. Jadyn Nelson, 
says the school 
system has 
reached a crucial 
moment of 
strategic planning 
and decision 
making about 
facilities. 

To discuss the 
vision for the school, he’s inviting 
BRCS constituents together for a 
Community Visioning Forum for 
the School on Nov. 3 at 6 p.m. The 
evening will include a presentation 
by Fr. Nelson, followed by a 
question and answer session, 
and social to follow. Constituents 
would include current students 
and their parents, parents of 
prospective students, alumni 
and parents of alumni, as well as 
people from the community who 
are part of the extended network 
of the Bishop Ryan Catholic School 
family.

“The motivation for this 
community forum is to determine 
the most prudent way to 
accomplish the needs and desires 
of the Catholic community of 
Minot for our Pre-K-12 school,” 
Fr. Nelson explained. “Ultimately, 
Bishop Ryan Catholic School is 
an extension of the four parishes 
of Minot and exists to serve the 
educational needs of the families 
of those four parishes, as well as 
all families who desire to be a part 

of the Bishop Ryan educational 
mission. In order to do this as 
effi ciently and effectively as 
possible, clear and consistent 
communication with all of the 
school’s constituents is necessary.”

He added, “We are in the 
process not only of planning to 
meet the current needs of our 
students more effectively, but also 
determining how to best meet 
the needs of future generations of 
students for decades to come. The 
feedback from this forum will be 
used by our steering committee 
to determine the best course of 
action in the short term to align 
with our long-term goals for the 
school.”

Those short-term goals 
include facilities improvements 
necessary to accommodate the 
expanding elementary school and 
programming needs throughout 
the school. The primary long-
term goal is to ensure that the 
short-term facilities improvement 
plans and programming decisions 
situate BRCS to be a vibrant school 
community capable of meeting 
the desires of the students and 
families long into the future. 

The timeline for the strategic 
planning phase is partially 
dependent upon the feedback 
received from people over the next 
one to two months, Fr. Nelson 
added. “We will have much more 
certain plans and timelines for this 
process laid out by the beginning 
of December.”

Future of Bishop Ryan 
Catholic Schools

Community Visioning Forum on Nov. 3

Fr. Jadyn Nelson

Diocesan seminarian, Rev. 
Mr. Jordan Dosch, is one step 
closer to the priesthood. 

Dosch was among a class 
of 30 seminarians from the 
Pontifi cal North American 
College in Rome ordained 
to the transitional diaconate 
during a celebration of the 
Eucharist on Sept. 29. 

His Eminence, Cardinal 
Sean O’Malley, Archbishop 
of Boston, was the ordaining 
prelate at the Ordination Mass, 
celebrated at the Altar of the 
Chair of St. Peter, in the Papal 
Basilica of St. Peter, in the 
Vatican. 

In his homily, Cardinal 
O’Malley spoke to those about 
to be ordained, reminding 
them of the crucial connection 
to their service at the liturgy 
with their works of charity 
for the Church and all her 
people. Reminding them that 
the recently canonized St. 
Theresa of Calcutta always 
had the words “I Thirst” 
written next to the tabernacle 
where her sister prayed. 
The Cardinal noted that this 
longing for and reception of 

Jesus in the Eucharist was 
the preparation the sisters 
needed to take care of the sick, 
suffering and forgotten that 
they would see throughout the 
day, who were in fact, “Jesus 
in disguise.” He reminded 
them that their privileged 
work at the altar was, in fact, 
as servants, and that in the 
Lord’s wisdom, Jesus’ washing 
of the disciples’ feet was 
intrinsically connected to the 
fi rst Eucharist, that liturgy and 
joyful service are always bound 
together.

During the ordination, the 
new deacons promised to live 
a life of prayer, celibacy and 
obedience to their diocesan 
bishop. The new deacons 
will have an additional 
year of theological studies 
and spiritual formation 
before being ordained to the 
priesthood in their home 
dioceses.

Seminarians Jordan Dosch 
and Greg Luger are scheduled 
to be ordained to the 
priesthood on May 31, 2017 
at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit.

Photo credit: Pontifi cal North American College
Cardinal O’Malley places the Book of the Gospels in each man’s hands during 
the ordination saying, “Receive the Gospel of Christ, whose herald you have 
become. Believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practice what you 
teach.”

During the ordination, Cardinal O’Malley laid his hands on each candidate.

Bishop Kagan will offer a Mass for
God’s Children, 6 p.m., Monday, Nov. 7 at 

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
for all the children that God has called to

His arms directly from the womb or from the
care of his or her parents before adulthood.

Often, families who have lost a child in the
womb do not have the opportunity to grieve

their loss with their faith community,
and families who have otherwise lost a child

yearn for further opportunities to
remember, grieve, and pray for them.

All are welcome to attend, please join us in 
praying for these children and their families.

If you would like your child or family
remembered in the program, and/or if your
family would like to process a flower to the

Mary statue to ask for her prayers for
your child and family, register online at

bismarckdiocese.com/godschildren
or contact Christie at 864-354-5046 or

ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com.

Mass for
God’s Children
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By Seminarian Gregory Crane
Editor’s Note: The following 

is a fi rst-person account 
from diocesan seminarian 
Gregory Crane about his time, 
along with fellow seminarian 
Brandon Wolf, at the diocesan 
mission in Africa this summer. 
Both Crane and Wolf have 
returned to Rome to continue 
their formation studies at the 
Pontifi cal North American 
College.

This summer, two of us 
seminarians from Bismarck 
(myself and Brandon Wolf) 
had the opportunity to spend 
a month at a parish in the 
Diocese of Kisii, Kenya. We 
lived in the rectory with three 
Kenyan priests (the pastor 
and two associates) and four 
Kenyan seminarians—it was 
a full house! Thankfully they 
all spoke English, because my 
Swahili isn’t very good. (That’s 
a joke, my Swahili is non-
existent.)

This is the same diocese 
where our diocese has the 
African Mission and it was 
the Naslunds (our diocese’s 
missionary family) who 
arranged the stay for us. It was 
their parish where we stayed, 
in their village of Gekano. 
The rectory was only about a 
fi ve-minute walk from their 
house so we saw them a lot. We 
enjoyed getting to know Brent, 
Jessica, Cameron and Chloe, 
and are really grateful for their 
hospitality. They helped us to 
feel at home in Kenya. We had 
a couple of “American nights” 
where we grilled on a makeshift 
grill near their house making us 
all a bit nostalgic for home.

Most days, we accompanied 
one of the two associates, Fr. 
Laban. Father would often 
make visits to distant villages 
where the people rarely had 
the opportunity to receive the 
sacraments. He would hear 
confessions, anoint their sick, 
bless their homes, baptize 
their babies and have Mass for 
them under small, makeshift 
canopies using a table with 
a cloth on it for an altar, and 
Brandon and I would serve. 
It was really an incredible 
experience. I don’t think I’ve 
ever seen so many different 
sacraments administered in 
just a couple hours. You really 

got the sense that we 
were on the front lines 
there, that people were 
thirsting for God and 
Fr. Laban was there to 
bring him to them. As 
men in training for the 
priesthood, his holy 
and fatherly example 
was very inspiring to 
Brandon and me.

The church in 
Africa is certainly a bit 
different than in North 
Dakota. For example, 
since people are quite 
poor and often have no 
spare money, during 
the offertory they would 
bring forward just 
whatever they had, like 
bananas, sugarcane, 
corn, or even chickens! 
I still remember the 
fi rst day Father handed 
me a live chicken at 
the offertory and I 
just thought, “Ok, now 
what?” We set it off 
to the side with everything 
else we were bringing back 
to the rectory after Mass. 
Occasionally, though, you’d get 
a rogue chicken taking off in 
the middle of the Eucharistic 
prayer. The next thing you 
know you’re running around 
chasing a chicken in a cassock 
and surplice; there are some 
things they just don’t prepare 
you for in seminary.

But despite the differences, 
the biggest takeaway of the 
month was defi nitely this: 
there is truly just, “one, holy, 
Catholic and apostolic church.” 
Yes, western North Dakota is 
very different from western 
Kenya, but the Church is one. 
This was made eminently clear 
in the sacraments—theirs are 
the same as ours. And, this 
makes sense. Jesus came to 
save all men and He chose to 
do it through the sacraments, 
so anywhere you fi nd human 
beings (Bismarck, N.D. or 
Gekano, Kenya), the Church 
will go there and She will bring 
them Her sacraments.

The trip was very fruitful 
for Brandon and me. We want 
to thank everyone who has 
ever donated to the God’s 
Share Appeal or to the African 
Mission Appeal. The God’s 
Share Appeal funds support 

us in seminary 
formation, while 
the Bismarck 
Mission not only 
serves hundreds 
of disadvantaged 
children but also 
has formed deep ties 
with the diocese of 
Kisii, Kenya. Their 
Bishop (Bishop 
Joseph Okwema) 
greeted Brandon 
and me personally 
because he knew we 
were from Bismarck 
and he is so grateful 
for our mission. 
Please keep him 
and all the people 
of their diocese in 
your prayers. Please 
continue to pray for 
us, too!

Seminarians Brandon Wolf and Gregory Crane at 
the spot marking the place where missionary priest, 
Fr. Kaiser, from Minnesota was killed in 2000 for 
speaking out against government corruption in 
Kenya.

Our summer in AfricaOur summer in Africa

Seminarians Gregory Crane (back left) and Brandon Wolf assisted Fr. Laban in outlying villages 
administering the sacrament of baptism.

Seminarians Gregory Crane (left) and Brandon Wolf (right) greet Bishop Joseph 
Okwema.

Seminarians Gregory Crane (left) and Brandon Wolf (right) spent time serving in the 
Diocese of Kisii, Kenya this summer.

Seminarians Brandon Wolf and Gregory Crane assisted Fr. Laban during many 
outdoor Masses.

Seminarian refl ects on time spent in the Diocese of Kisii
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By Brent Naslund
The past few months have gone very 

fast at the Mission. This is due in great 
part to the number of visitors we’ve 
hosted since June. These visitors have 
truly been a blessing. 

Along with hosting seminarians in 
July (see article on page 7), we were 
fortunate enough to host short-term 
missionaries who came to conduct 
Vacation Bible School for youth of all 
ages in our local parish in Gekano, 
Kenya.

Fr. Dennis Schafer, pastor of St. 
Lawrence, Flasher, Patricia Clark, 
Corpus Christi, Bismarck, Kristi 
Wanner, Ascension, Bismarck, Tim and 
Jessica Mattson, Church of St. Anne, 
Bismarck, Theresa Sauer, University of 
Mary, and Matthew Wermerskirchen, 
University of Mary traveled to Kenya 
this past August to conduct two 
programs for Kenyan youth. One 
program consisted of a three-day 
seminar for high school-aged children 
and the second was a series of five, 
two-day programs for elementary and 
middle school-aged children. In total, 
these short-term missionaries served 
over 1,200 Kenyan children.

The theme for this program was 
God’s Mercy, in keeping with the 
Church’s “Year of Mercy.”  Children 
were given rosaries, taught the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, sang songs, played 
games and performed skits. Fr. Evens 
Laban, the parishes’ vicar for youth, 
said, “This short-term mission program 
was an important part of the parishes’ 
overall youth ministry program.”

On behalf of the local parish, 
we sincerely thank everyone who 
supported this program. We especially 
thank the short-term missionaries for 
their dedication, the community of 
Flasher for loaning their priest, the 
University of Mary for sending their 
students, and the various parishes of 
the Bismarck Diocese for contributing 
their parishioners and finances to make 
this program possible.

Fr. Dennis Schafer with some of the orphans at the Mission’s 
Saturday program.

T he Diocese of Bismarck first sent 
missionaries to Africa in July 1990, 
when Fr. Bruce Krebs (current pastor of 

Our Lady of Grace Parish, Minot) and Deacon 
Jim and Henrietta Nistler, traveled to Bura in 
southeastern Kenya with the support of then-
Bishop of Bismarck, John Kinney.

After violence in the Bura area escalated and 
raised concerns about the safety of the Bismarck 
missionaries, the diocesan mission relocated to 
Kisii in Western Kenya in May 1994. Since 2005, 

the focus of the mission has been on helping 
AIDS orphans receive a primary and secondary 
education. Since the inception of the orphan 
education program, the Diocese of Bismarck 
assisted approximately 1,000 orphans attend 
school.

Today, the Bismarck Diocese Africa Mission 
supports more than 400 orphans with food, 
clothing, educational needs, medical care, and in 
some cases, livestock and housing. The program, 
while remaining small, is significant in working 

to keep children in a stable home under the care 
of their extended families while giving them the 
opportunity to gain educational opportunities 
which they otherwise may not be afforded.

Since 1990, many priests, deacons, 
seminarians and lay missionaries have worked to 
support orphans and spread the Gospel through 
the Bismarck Diocese African Mission in Kisii, 
Kenya.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated by 
the communities and families which we serve in 
the Diocese of Kisii.

Bismarck Diocese African Mission: An Overview

Teams teach Vacation Bible School

 

High school graduation in Kenya
By Brent and Jessica Naslund
Diocesan Missionaries

This past September marked the end of 
the second of our three years as missionaries 
in Kenya.  This means that every milestone 
or yearly event we experience from this time 
forward will be the last of its kind for us in 
Kenya.

This is a bitter-sweet reality of our time 
with the mission. We are truly grateful for 
all the prayer and financial support you have 
offered us. It would have been difficult to 
undertake our family mission without your 
support.

We, however, are not the only grateful 
members of the African Mission. Also 
grateful for your support are the children 
we serve here in Gekano. Their gratitude 
becomes even more clear as the school 
year comes to an end, especially for those 
graduating from high school.

High school graduation marks the end 
of an orphan’s formal involvement with the 
Africa Mission. The mission, as an education 
assistance program, loses most of these 
students after high school as they return to 

their family farms or enter the job market 
after graduation. Only a few will continue 
to university or technical school for a post-
secondary education; even fewer will do so 
with assistance from the Africa Mission.

Of the current 419 orphans enrolled 
in our mission, 30 will graduate at the 
end of November. In order to graduate, 

Kenya students undergo national-level 
examinations. They are truly high-stakes 
exams as their scores determine their 
eligibility to attend post-secondary schooling 
and their competitiveness for a bleak job 
market. It makes for a very stressful time 
in the life of a student. Please pray for their 
success.

Of these 30 graduates, over half have been 
with the mission their entire high school 
career. A few have been with the orphan 
program since its inception, over 11 years 
ago. Many of these students write us letters 
thanking us for all the assistance they’ve 
received from the people of Bismarck over 
the years.

Included as part of this Kenya Connection 
are two of the thank you letters we’ve 
received from this year’s graduates. Both 
letters are written by girls attending St. 
Theresa Girls Catholic High School in 
Gekano, Kenya. Both letters capture the 
gratitude felt by our graduates for the 
generous prayer and financial support you’ve 
given through the years.

Matthew Wermerskirchen (far left) and Patricia Clark (far right) 
with the Kenya team at the outstation.

Bread and juice provided by Bismarck Mission for lunch was a big 
hit with the students. Here, Sr. Teresa Auma (left) and Matthew 
Wermerskirchen (center) help serve juice.

Fr. Dennis Schafer, assisted by Brent Nasland, celebrated Mass 
under the trees at the Bible School. The sound system and piano 
were powered by a car battery. 

The teams led singing for the Bible School under the trees. 
During this time, 600 students came to sing, pray, and learn 
about God’s Mercy.

Fr. Dennis Schafer blessed the goats and chickens given as 
incentives for good grades to the orphans.

The Mission team and the Kenya team ready to head out to the 
outstations. Brent and Chloe Naslund helped the team load 
supplies and drove them to the outstation.

Team member Theresa Sauer helped the children 
with their craft project called God’s eyes.

The Kenya team taught all the Bible stories as skits, in three 
languages.

Emma (left) and Janet recently graduated from St. Theresa’s Gekano Girls School.
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By Kirk L. Greff 
St. Vincent’s Administrator

Bishops normally don’t have a 
role as a salesperson, after all, we 
are taught to respect and honor 
the wishes of our shepherd of the 
diocese.

In the history of St. Vincent’s 
nursing home an outlandish sales 
pitch by Bishop Vincent Ryan 
has grown into a vocation for the 
Sisters of Sacred Heart Monastery 
for the past 75 years.  

Oh, to be a fl y on the wall 
in 1941 when Mother Benedict 
Beehler had that fi rst meeting 
with Bishop Vincent Ryan. Based 
on early accounts of what actually 
materialized, perhaps those fi rst 
statements by Bishop Ryan would 
have sounded something like this, 
“Sister, I would like it if Sacred 
Heart Monastery would purchase 
my old residence in Bismarck and 
start a home for the elderly. The 
home has many steps which will 
be nearly impossible for elderly 
residents to climb. This would 
mean that your sisters may have 
to be carry residents up and down 
fl ights of steps. Other than a few 
rooms on the fi rst fl oor, the home 
is in total disrepair including the 
third fl oor that has been used as 
a chicken coop for a number of 
years. Finally, the building has 
a very poor reputation in the 
community because it was a place 
where you could buy liquor during 
the prohibition years. I know 
that the property sounds perfect, 
should we start drawing up the 
paperwork?” 

Despite initially turning down 
this most-appealing offer and 
these overwhelming hurdles, 
the sisters assumed a $9,000 
mortgage on the building, and 
eventually added another $47,000 
in improvements to convert 
the 50-year-old mansion into a 
comfortable, safe home for the 
elderly. The Sisters began their 
vocation of caring at St. Vincent’s 

Home in November of 1941 
located on East Thayer Avenue 
in Bismarck. The Sister rolled up 
their sleeves and quickly cleaned 
up the property, eventually 
making it a home to nearly 50 
residents. 

In 1955, Mother Carmelita 
Schaan encouraged Sister Anita 
Soukup, then administrator, to 
begin looking for a location for 
a modern facility. The sisters 
secured the deed to 13 acres of 
land on the outskirts of Bismarck 
(now along 26th Street on the east 
side of the city). At the time, many 
wondered why the sisters would 
build so far out of town with no 
fi nished streets in the area.

This future site offered 
many hurdles, besides the 
fi nancial mountain to climb. 
When excavations began on the 
construction site, so many huge 
rocks were discovered that the 
contractor threatened to quit. 
Finally, machinery used at the 
Garrison Dam site was brought 
in. Some of the boulders had to be 
dynamited to be moved and a few 
of these are still visible as part of 
the landscaping.

The fi rst Mass in the new St. 
Vincent’s was celebrated by Bishop 
Hilary Hacker on Dec. 8, 1957. 
Father Dignan, the chaplain, 
noted that the home was truly in 
Bethlehem, the only light on that 
hill in Bismarck. 

Coming to realize they no 
longer could staff and operate St. 
Vincent’s, the Sisters of Sacred 
Heart Monastery entering into a 
discernment process resulting in 
them choosing Medcenter One 
Health System (now Sanford 
Health) to carry on their ministry 
in 2001. The building, although 
fully remodeled, stands today as 
Sanford Health St. Vincent’s Care 
Center.

Celebrating 75th anniversary
On Aug. 18, a celebration 

picnic was held on the front lawn 

of St. Vincent’s. The celebration 
included the sponsoring sisters 
from Sacred Heart Monastery, 
neighboring priests from Emmaus 
Place, local clergy, the Sisters of 
Annunciation Monastery, and 
the most honored guests—the 
residents and families of St. 
Vincent’s.

Although, the location and 

scope of St. Vincent’s has changed 
over the years, the mission of the 
facility has remained a constant: 
“To participate in Jesus’ ministry 
of healing by providing quality 
compassionate care.” 

Historical information 
provided by the archives of 
Sacred Heart Monastery in 
Richardton.

Sanford Health St. Vincent’s Care Center as it looks today.

The Sisters of Sacred Heart Monastery extended their ministry of caring at St. Vincent’s 
Home which began in Bishop Ryan’s former residence on Thayer Avenue in Bismarck in 
1941.

Sr. Louise Wirtz in front of St. Vincent’s Nursing Home where she served 
as administrator from 1962-67 and 1971-77.

Unlikely sale leads to a 75-year vocation
Sanford Health St. Vincent’s celebrates milestone
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Editor’s note: This is the 
fi nal story in a three-part 
series documenting different 
perspectives of the Camino de 
Santiago journey to the fi nal 
resting place of St. James in 
Spain. 

By Patti Armstrong
Russ and Shirley Staiger, 

parishioners of Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit in Bismarck, wanted to 
do something special for their 50th 
wedding anniversary last year. 
They chose to walk the Camino de 
Santiago, known as “The Way of 
St. James.”  

Shirley explained that there 
are several different routes to 
choose from to reach the fi nal 
destination of the Cathedral de 
Santiago in de Compostela, Spain. 
They walked around 525 miles, in 
fi ve weeks, beginning in August at 
Roncesvalles, about 4k from the 
French border. 

Even though they are both 
in their seventies, Shirley said 
she and Russ live very active 
lives and did fi ne with very little 
preparation. They learned a lot 
about the Camino from reading 
and talking with Fr. Klemmer, who 
had completed the walk in 2013. 
“Good footwear is critical,” Russ 
explained. “We walked the whole 
path without a single blister.” 

“You don’t have time to hear 
about everything God has done 
for us in the 54 years that we 
have known each other.  It was 
supposed to be a thank you from 
us to God, but it became an 
indescribable gift from Him. You 
never get even with God,” Shirley 
remarked.

According to Russ, when they 
started out, he wondered how they 
were ever going to make the entire 
525 miles. “It took around 10 days 
before everything meshed,” he 
said. “At one point we turned to 
each other and realized we had the 
rhythm.” 

Even though he and Shirley had 
been together for so many years, 
Russ said there were things it 
seemed they never had time to talk 
about before. “Or sometimes, we 
just walked and said nothing,” he 
said. 

There were many little hamlets, 
sometimes with just a few houses, 
but there would be a church. 
Accommodations were mostly 
simple and they often shared 
bathrooms and sleeping quarters 
with large numbers of other 
pilgrims. People usually were back 
on the road before the sun was 
even up. 

Shirley marveled that in one 
small Spanish village, she had 
stopped to take a picture of a 
beautiful rose bush on the side of 
a church. “It was huge and had 
every color of rose,” she explained. 
“This diminutive little woman 
ran over to us and explained she’s 
the tenth generation in the family 
responsible for the rose bush.” 
The woman pushed aside the 
bush to reveal a faded plaque on 
the church that looked like it was 
dated 1017.

At one point, crossing a 
long bridge—perhaps half a 
mile—several hundred feet over a 
rushing river during a torrential 
rainstorm fi lled them with fear. 
“If you lost your footing you’d be 
gone,” Russ said. “My poncho got 
caught in the rail and wind started 
to balloon it up.  I had to rip it to 
keep going.” 

Aside from the treacherous 
crossing, Russ described the 
journey as a veritable rose garden 
of life between the warmth of the 
villagers and pilgrims and the 
countryside.  “Here, everything 
is hurry, hurry, hurry,” he said. 
“There, it all goes away. Your 
mission is to carry your backpack, 
walk the distance ahead of you, 
and just take everything in. You 
just walk along and talk with 
people from all over the world and 
share stories.”

There were many “God-
incidences” during their journey. 
In one village, Russ realized aloud 
that it was Sept. 19—Shirley’s 
birthday. A Korean couple 
heard and started singing happy 
birthday. Later, they stopped 
to have lunch together and 
discovered that the Korean couple 
was from Sacramento, Calif. and 
the man had been best friends 
with Shirley’s uncle, nicknamed 
Smokey, who had brought him 
into the Cursillo movement at 
church. The man, in turn, had 
gotten his Korean neighborhood 
involved. Shirley had just learned 
days earlier from relatives that 
Smokey had died unexpectedly. 
Until that moment, the man did 
not know his good friend had 

passed away.
Shirley shared that fi ve times 

when they were lost, she believes 
they were helped by angels that 
appeared as people who spoke 
perfect English. Each time, when 
they turned to thank the person, 
no one was there.

Russ said that he and Shirley 
kept simplifying along the way, 
sending excessive supplies ahead 
at three different stops. “It was 
freeing to get down to the basics,” 
he said. The beauty of simplifying 
stayed with them upon their 
return.

When Russ woke up in his own 
home the fi rst night, he forgot 
where he was and admired the 
beautiful bathroom. Then he 
realized it was his own. The next 
morning he cancelled their plans 
to remodel it. Shirley said she 
packed up three bags of clothing to 
donate after their return.

“We came away with something 
indescribable,” Russ said. “You 
have to experience it yourself.” A 
year later, Shirley and Russ said 
rarely a day goes by that they 
don’t think about their time on the 
Camino.

Many interesting sites along the way including tombs.

Celebrating 50 years of marriage on ‘The Way’
Bismarck couple completes the 525-mile journey

Russ and Shirley Staiger walked the Camino de Santiago, known as “The Way of St. James” in celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary 
last year.

This hand-shaped map depicts the 
diff erent Camino routes.

The Cruz De Ferro (Iron Cross) is a place that pilgrims bring with them stones on which 
their spiritual intentions and prayers are listed and leave them. The Staigers brought 
three, praying for many people.
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Sometimes when there is 
infertility in marriage, couples 
make the decision to seek out 
the services of a surrogate in 
order to have a child. A surrogate 
is a woman who agrees to be 
implanted with an embryo 
produced by in vitro fertilization 
(IVF) and to hand over the 
newborn baby to the couple upon 
completion of the gestation and 
birth. In recent years, gestational 
surrogacy has become a multi-
million dollar industry, attracting 
a broad clientele ranging from 
married couples to single women, 
gay couples to anyone else with 
the desire for a baby and the 
ability to fi nance the undertaking. 
Surrogacy raises grave moral 
concerns, and powerfully 
undermines the dignity of human 
procreation, particularly when it 
comes to the women and children 
involved in the process.

One of the signifi cant moral 
concerns around surrogacy 
is that it introduces fractures 
into parenthood by multiplying 
parental roles. Surrogacy coerces 
children into situations where they 
are subjected to the unhealthy 
stresses of ambiguous or split 
origins, perhaps being conceived 
from one woman’s egg, gestated 
by another woman, raised by a 
third, and maybe even dissociated 
from their father by anonymous 
sperm donation. Such practices 
end up being profoundly unfair 
and dehumanizing for the children 
caught in the web of the process. 

One woman, who was herself 
conceived by anonymous 
sperm donation, describes 
her experience this way: “My 
existence owed almost nothing 
to the serendipitous nature of 
normal human reproduction, 
where babies are the natural 
progression of mutually fulfi lling 
adult relationships, but rather 
represented a verbal contract, a 
fi nancial transaction and a cold, 
clinical harnessing of medical 
technology.” Moreover, women 

who sign up as surrogates often 
feel deeply confl icted about giving 
up the baby at birth and tearing 
asunder an important nine month 
connection and relationship that 
had been carefully developed and 
nurtured.

There can be no doubt that 
the hawkers and promoters of 
surrogacy exploit vulnerable, 
fi nancially challenged women, 
often in overseas settings, to 
undergo the risks of drug-induced 
artifi cial pregnancy. While the 
proponents of the procedure will 
often portray these women as 
motivated primarily by a desire to 
help others, surrogates themselves 
will privately note how they do it 
for the money, and in the absence 
of substantial payments, wouldn’t 
be willing to move ahead with the 
arduous procedure. 

Alex Kuczynski, describing 
her own experience of engaging 
a surrogate in a 2008 New York 
Times interview, speaks frankly: 
“We encountered the wink-nod 
rule: Surrogates would never say 
they were motivated to carry a 
child for another couple just for 
money; they were all motivated 
by altruism. This gentle hypocrisy 
allows surrogacy to take place. 
Without it, both sides would have 
to acknowledge the deep cultural 
revulsion against attaching a 
dollar fi gure to the creation of a 
human life.”

Indeed, surrogacy involves 
turning human life into a 
commodity on multiple levels, 
as Kathleen Sloan recently 
described in testimony given to 
a Minnesota state commission 
studying the issue. A seemingly 
unlikely opponent of the 
procedure, Sloan works as a pro-
abortion feminist and director 
of the National Organization 
for Women in Connecticut. On 
gestational surrogacy, however, 
she agrees with pro-life criticisms, 
noting how it involves “children 
intentionally severed from 
genetic and biological sources 

of identity, human rights be 
damned. In essence, it is the 
ultimate manifestation of the 
neoliberal project of capitalist 
commodifi cation of all life 
to create profi t and fulfi ll the 
narcissistic desires of an entitled 
elite.”

Those narcissistic desires 
are readily catered to by an IVF 
industry that generates offspring 
in the laboratory for clients. In 
this process, extra embryonic 
humans are produced, stored 
and oftentimes orphaned in 
freezers, or even discarded 
outright by throwing them away 
as “biomedical waste.” In fact, 
the process of IVF, central to the 
practice of surrogacy, generally 
ends up killing more babies than 
it delivers. Coupled with the fact 
that contracting couples can 
pressure the surrogate mother 
to undergo an abortion if the 
in-utero child appears to be 
“imperfect,” or to eliminate a twin 
through “selective reduction” in a 
multiple pregnancy, it can hardly 
be disputed that children are 
pawns in the merciless endgame 

of satisfying 
parental and 
customer desires and corporate 
profi t motives.

A woman’s reproductive powers 
and her God-given fecundity 
should never be reduced to 
the status of a “gestator for 
hire” or a “breeder” as they are 
sometimes called by industry 
insiders, nor should women be 
exploited by allowing payment for 
harvesting their eggs. A woman’s 
procreative powers ought to be 
shared uniquely through marital 
acts with her husband, so that 
all the children born of her are 
genetically and otherwise her own. 
All children merit and deserve 
this loving consideration and 
assurance of protection at the 
point of their fragile and sacred 
beginnings.

■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org. 

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

The multiple moral problems of surrogacy

Fall and the coming winter 
months is a time of refl ection 
regarding decisions made on the 
land for the land. A review of the 
crops seeded (or not seeded), 
grass harvested (mechanically or 
with animals) and resources cared 
for in a manner that points to 
continuity is paramount in the life 
of agricultural producers. 

So, in a word, are the decisions 
“sustainable?” That word scares 
people in all walks of life—and 
even more so in agriculture. 
Sustainability in agriculture 
encompasses so much because 
there are many facets to consider. 
To begin, there is the social 
(people) element. Throw in the 
concern for animals (cattle, sheep, 
hogs, dogs, wildlife, horses, 
etc.). Then, combine the respect 

needed to protect and preserve the 
resources of air, water and soil.

Within agriculture, the concept 
of sustainability is scarier 
because many of the components 
are outside of human control. 
Sustainable actions/decisions 
on the farm/ranch need to be 
maintained at a certain level 
in order to be defensible. The 
defensible part is the reason that 
sustainability is a curse word at 
times. 

The culture of agriculture 
imposes a big picture look at life 
and the world. The view through a 
longer time frame is necessary to 
completely evaluate the impacts of 
decisions because, on the prairies 
of the Bismarck Diocese, while 
growing seasons last a year, the 
impacts of the daily decisions are 

long term—possibly infi nite!
So, as I prepared for the 

fall and winter seasons, I 
refl ected on the sustainability of 
something more important—my 
spiritual development. Spiritual 
development is infi nite. My 
thoughts, words and actions are 
the basis for my infi nity. 

Where am I heading? What 
about the choices I make while 
writing the various chapters in my 
life? Are the decisions sustainable? 
Are my thoughts, words and 
actions sustainable in the eyes of 
God? 

Wow! Those questions made 
me quiver in my muck boots as I 
prepared for the coming seasonal 
changes. They bring up more 
questions. Is the course of my 
life able to be sustained? Is my 

behavior 
defensible 
before God?

God is right next to me, in the 
people, places and things. A recent 
homilist noted that aside from 
Jesus in the Eucharist, the person 
next to me is the greatest gift from 
God, made in the likeness of God. 

In the end, my relationship 
with God is a refl ection of how 
sustainable my relationship is 
with others. I hope and pray for 
sustainability in my relationships. 

Care to join me?

■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on 
the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora).

JAMES  ODERMANN

Sustain a relationship with God through others

Ag Attitudes
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PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health 

and protection of our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. With the hope of healing the pain and suff ering from 
sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone 
who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward 
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please 
contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 
1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 
1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be found 
on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , 

whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held 
accountable for their behavior.  To enable the highest level 
of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code 
of Pastoral Conduct is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck 
and it provides a foundation for implementing eff ective and 
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of 
Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Q:

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. GARY BENZ

What do I 
do if my son 
or daughter 
does not go to 
Mass while at 
college? 
Every parent hopes that 
their son or daughter is 
academically and socially 

prepared for the demands of post-
secondary education. Beyond this, 
faithful Catholic parents hope 
and pray, as well, that their son or 
daughter is spiritually prepared for 
the demands of college life, which 
can sorely test the faith and morals 
of a person of faith. 

A college student needs grace to 
meet the challenges to their faith 
and there is no greater source of 
grace than that which fl ows from 
the Holy Mass. But, what if a son or 
daughter falls into the habit of not 
worshipping at Mass? What can a 
parent do to bring them back to 
this great font of grace? Prayerfully 
consider the following means 
toward this important goal. 

First, always remind your sons 
and daughters that though you 
want them to succeed in their 
university studies and their future 
careers, you want them to succeed 
in life’s most important goal—the 
salvation of their souls. I am not 
sure if parents always have this 
hierarchy in order and their sons 
or daughters will pick up on this 
message. Parents praise their 
sons and daughters for making 
the dean’s list; congratulate them 
when they achieve an advanced 
degree; or extol them for landing 
a lucrative job upon graduation. 
Indeed, hard work and sacrifi ce 
should be commended. But, praise 
should be lavished upon them 
more so if they are faithful to the 
Holy Mass; if they are actively 
involved in their Newman Center 
or campus chapel; or if they take 
part in Eucharistic Adoration each 
week.

If parents show pride in a son or 
daughter’s secular achievements, 
but are silent about spiritual 
matters, then they have told their 
child what is truly important in 
life. If they are praised only for 
worldly success, chances are they 
will not take the time to praise the 
Lord at Sunday Mass. Jesus’ words 
ring true, “No one can serve two 
masters. Either you will hate one 
and love the other or you will be 
devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God 
and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 

Second, parents should know that 
even if they model a devotion 
to the Holy Mass and encourage 
their sons and daughters to give 
their Sundays to the Lord in 
worship, this message may still 
fall on deaf ears. So, they need to 
call upon the support of others 
in this eff ort; there is strength in 
numbers. Parents should contact 
the Catholic Newman Center or 
Campus Ministry of the university 
and give them the name and 
phone number of their son or 
daughter, encouraging them to 
reach out and invite them to the 
Holy Mass. 

Our Catholic universities and 
Neman Centers at state universities 
have holy and zealous chaplains; 

peer ministers; and FOCUS 
missionaries who will gladly 
minster to your son or daughter, 
because they love to share the 
riches and beauty of our Catholic 
Faith. Encourage your parish pastor 
and parish organizations to also 
reach out to the parish youth who 
are at college. Care packages at 
fi nals or holidays, accompanied 
by prayers, spiritual resources, 
and an encouragement to remain 
faithful to the Lord at Sunday Mass 
can be a great boost to their faith. 
Don’t feel you are alone; this is the 
beauty of being a member of  the 
family of the Church. Your son or 
daughter has many people who 
love him/her and are concerned as 
well about the state of his/her soul. 

Lastly, this may take some 
prayerful introspection and it may 
be painful, but could parents be 
responsible for a son or daughter’s 
lax attitude towards the Holy 
Mass? For example, did Sunday 
work, leisure, or travels ever take 
the place of the Holy Mass? Did the 
pillow win out on some Sundays 
over going to Mass? When at Mass, 
were you engaged and prayerful or 
were you anxious for Mass to get 
over so you could get onto “more 
important things?” Did you often 
criticize the homilies, the music, 
the lectoring, or other elements of 
the Holy Mass, leaving church with 
no joy, but rather a bitter spirit? 

With this in mind, can we really 
be surprised when our son or 
daughter becomes lax in his/her 
attitude toward the Holy Mass? 
They observed that the Holy Mass 
was not at the center of our lives; 
it was not our most treasured gift; 
it was not our source of joy; and it 
did not nourish us. Sadly, they have 
gone one step further and don’t 
even bother going through the 
motions. With humility, sit down 
with them and simply apologize 
to them with these words: “I wish I 
had been a better example to you. 
Please forgive me and know that 
if I could go back and do it all over 
again, I would have been a better 
model of faith and devotion for 
you at the Holy Mass.” 

Such humility rooted in faith can 
do amazing things; God is able 
to work with humble people and 
through them as well. Your humble 
admission of a renewed love for 
the Holy Mass can be your son or 
daughter’s path back to faithful 
worship. 

God bless you parents as you 
seek to ensure that your son or 
daughter remains faithful to the 
Holy Mass while at college. The 
above means can assist you in this 
goal, but above all, pray for your 
son and daughter, especially when 
you are deep in prayer and worship 
at the Holy Mass. Don’t forget to 
entrust your son or daughter to 
the care of our Blessed Mother as 
well; it is our great consolation in 
knowing that no child of Mary is 
ever lost. God bless you for loving 
your children so much that the 
Holy Mass and its fulfi llment, the 
glory of heaven, is your deepest 
desire for them. 

■ Fr. Benz is pastor of Queen of the 
Most Holy Rosary in Stanley and 
St. Ann in Berthhold. If you have a 
question you were afraid to ask, now 
is the time to ask it! Simply email your 
question to info@bismarckdiocese.com 
with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the 
subject line.

A:

ABBEY NAGEL

Pope Francis

Study, pray, choose
The time of election is upon us 

and with it comes all of the debate 
and discussion among citizens, 
including us as Catholics. Pope 
Francis has a few words of advice 
for those of us ready to enter the 
voting booth in a few short days. 

On his way back to Rome on 
Oct. 2, Pope Francis openly took 
questions from reporters. It’s 
no surprise that the questions 
eventually led to the election here 
in the United States and what a 
good Catholic should do. 

Pope Francis didn’t enter into 
the debate of who to vote for 
specifi cally, as he said “in electoral 
campaigns, I never say a word. 
The people are sovereign.” 

At the same time, the Holy 
Father does tell us what we can do: 
“study the proposals well, pray, 
and choose in conscience.”

First, study the proposals well. 
There isn’t a lack of information 
on where the various candidates 
stand on the issues. A little online 
research should bring up a good 
amount of information. If we are 
in need of more, the North Dakota 
Catholic Conference has a good list 
of questions to consider looking 
into for each candidate: www.
yourfaithyourvote.org/questions/
index.html. 

Second, pray. If we are really 
struggling about how to vote in the 
upcoming election, what better to 

do than pray? 
God will 
answer our prayers when we ask 
him sincerely, as He knows what 
is best for us. Maybe a novena to 
the patron saint of politicians, St. 
Thomas More, would be fi tting 
for some of us. If we are serious 
about seeking God’s help, we don’t 
have to worry about making these 
decisions on our own. 

Third, choose in conscience. 
The conclusion we come to after 
prayer is our own. We each have 
to choose according to where our 
conscience directs us. If we’ve read 
the issues and sincerely asked for 
help from the Lord, this last step 
should naturally follow from the 
fi rst two.  

So, while Francis didn’t tell us 
what to do specifi cally, he did treat 
us like any good father would treat 
his children. He gave us the tools 
we need to make a good choice as 
well as the freedom to do it on our 
own. 

I hope we can see the beauty in 
the Holy Father’s words of advice. 
More importantly, I hope we all 
take the time to be the best faithful 
citizens we can be and follow his 
advice this election year.

■ Nagel is the executive assistant to the 
bishop at the Diocese of Bismarck. Her 
column on the words and actions of Francis 
appears bi-monthly in the DCA. 

All are invited

Thursday, Nov. 3rd
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit - Bismarck

11 a.m. CT

Annual Mass for
deceased bishops,

priests and deacons
of the Diocese of 

Bismarck

Please spread the word and share this invitation.

Bishop David D. Kagan, Bishop of Bismarck

For more information, please visit Rachel’s Vineyard.org or call 1.877.HOPE.4.ME

Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreats offer a beautiful opportunity for healing to any woman or man who 
has struggled with the emotional or spiritual pain of an abortion. The retreat is a chance to get away from 
the daily pressures of work and family, to focus on a painful time in life, and to begin healing through a 
supportive and non judgmental process. Come experience God’s love and mercy! The weekend will trans-
form the pain of the past into love and hope for the future. All calls and inquiries will be kept confi dential.

November 4-6, 2016 near Bismarck, ND
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Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

The controversy over placing 
refugees in the state reminded me 
of a story about a sixth century 
Egyptian monk. The story, The 
Sayings of the Desert Fathers 
(translated by Benedicta Ward), 
goes like this:

Going to town one day to 
sell some small articles, Abba 
Agathon met a cripple on the 
roadside, paralyzed in his legs, 
who asked him where he was 
going. Abba Agathon replied, “To 
town, to sell some things.” 

The other said, “Do me the 
favor of carrying me there.” So he 
carried him to the town. 

The cripple said to him, “Put me 
down where you sell your wares.” 
He did so. 

When he had sold an article, the 
cripple asked, “What did you sell 
it for?” And he told him the price. 
The other said, “Buy me some 
bread,” and he bought it. 

When Abba Agathon had sold a 
second article, the sick man asked, 
“How much did you sell it for?” 
And he told him the price of that 
also. Then the other said, “Buy me 
this,” and he bought it. 

When Agathon, having sold all 
his wares, wanted to go, he said to 
him, “Are you going back?” and he 
replied, “Yes.” Then he said, “Do 
me the favor of carrying me back 
to the place where you found me.” 
Once more he picked him up and 
he carried him back to that place. 

Then the cripple said, 
“Agathon, you are fi lled with 
divine blessings, in heaven and on 
earth.” Raising his eyes, Agathon 
saw no man, it was an angel of 
the Lord, come to try him.”

Abba Agathon’s attitude of 
acceptance and charity is one 
we should emulate, not just in 
our personal lives, but also in 
how we act as a society. It is one 
modeled after Christ himself, who 
embraced and healed, rather than 
distanced himself from, the lepers. 
(Please, readers, do not dismiss 
Jesus’ actions as unrealistic for 
us because, being the son of God, 
he could heal himself. Jesus 
was also man and capable of 
catching disease. Besides, he was 
surrounded by disciples who could 
also could also become infected.)

Not only did Abba Agatha not 
refuse to take the cripple to town, 
the monk didn’t even ask the man 
why he needed to go to town. Abba 
Agathon was probably selling 
items he had made in his desert 
cell for sustenance. But, he did 
not refuse the request to use the 
money raised to buy the cripple 
what was asked. The story does 
not say what other items were 
bought. They might not have even 
been needed in Abba Agathon’s 
mind. The monk did not ask for an 
accounting. He just gave as asked.

Jesus likewise did not choose 
who to heal. We know that one 
of the lepers was a Samaritan, a 
foreigner. He did not ask them 
about what they planned to do 
after they were made whole. He 
did not go and check on them later 
to see if they were behaving.

This attitude of acceptance 
should be the starting point of 
our policy toward refugees. This 

does not mean we should throw 
caution to the wind. We have 
obligations to protect others in 
the community. Nevertheless, 
we should start with and always 
shape our policies and community 
responses with the spirit of Abba 
Agathon.

Instead of a position that says, 
“Well, you can come in if you do 
this and this and you don’t do 
that,” our position should be, 
“Welcome, if there is a problem 
with this or this, we will help and 
we hope you don’t do that.”

If there are gaps in security 
screening, then we should fi x 
them rather than shutting our 
doors. If there are burdens to 
the local schools, we should help 
the schools, not turn our backs 
on children. If there are impacts 
on the social service system, we 
should step up our support for the 
system and increase charitable 
responses in the community.

Refugees do not choose to come 
here. They are not abandoning 
their homelands. They come here 
because they have to.

Some people expect refugees 
and the agencies that help them to 
meet all the burdens with placing 

refugees in our communities. They 
also act like accepting refugees, 
and whatever burdens doing so, 
may bring as an unnecessary 
inconvenience far removed from 
the core functions of government 
and society.

This attitude is wrong. Because 
our nation is built upon a principle 
of extending a helping hand and 
because we as a society, especially 
Christians, believe in doing what 
is morally right for others, we 
should view it as our job to accept 
refugees, just as Abba Agathon 
must have viewed it as his job to 

do what 
the cripple 
asked. Welcoming those forced to 
fl ee should be viewed as part and 
parcel of who we are, burdens and 
all. We, not the refugees, should 
be expected to make the needed 
adjustments to our lives and 
communities.

Abba Agathon, pray that we 
embrace refugees as you embraced 
the angel of the Lord.

■ Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.

Start with an attitude of acceptance toward refugees 

JANUARY 27, 2017  
WASHINGTON, D.C.

All high school teens are invited 
to join our diocesan pilgrimage to 
the March for Life in Washington, 
DC, on Jan. 27.  We will have the 
special honor of marching with 
the University of Mary, which was 
chosen to lead the March this year, 
and our own Bishop Kagan. Let’s 
show the nation that we stand for 
life!  Visit www.bismarckdiocese.
com/march for more details.

052002-00087  9/16

 The majority of sex offenders are male, although a 

small percentage is female. The average age of the 

sex offender is 31. Sexual offenders usually don’t fit 

the stereotypes of being dirty old men or strangers 

lurking in alleys. More often, they are known and 

trusted by the children they victimize. As many 

as 93% of victims under the age of 18 know their 

offender. They may be members of the family, such as 

parents, siblings, cousins or non-relatives, including 

family friends, neighbors, babysitters or older peers.  

Only 5% of sexual abuse is perpetrated by a stranger.  

About 20–30 percent of offenders were sexually 

abused as children, but others have no such history. 

There’s no clear-cut profile of a sex offender.

For more information on keeping kids safe, 
call (701) 323-5626.

What do perpetrators of child 
sexual abuse look like?

Join us
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Protect What Matters Most
YOUR LIFE. YOUR FAMILY. YOUR FUTURE.

Frank Greff, FICF, LUTCF

701-483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

Mike Klabo

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

John Kreitinger

701-483-5466
john.kreitinger@kofc.org

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF

701-222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Mike Vetter

701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF

701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Kim Dvorak
Director of Development and Planned Giving
Diocese of Bismarck
�������	
��
��	
������������	
����
�	
kdvorak@bismarckdiocese.com
catholicfoundationdob.com

If I can show you a way to 
redirect��������	
������

���
your family, church, Catholic 
school or our diocese, will 
you give me a half an hour to 
discuss that with you?

Retrouvaille is sponsored by the
Diocese of Bismarck and is open to any 

married couple struggling in their relationship 
regardless of faith denomination.

Tara Brooke, Director of Family Ministry
701-204-7209 • Toll Free 877-405-7435

tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com

Retrouvaille
A Lifeline for Marriages

Jan. 13-15, 2017
Bismarck, ND

Aftercare sessions provided
Registration is limited

retrouvaille.org or
bismarckdiocese.com/retrouvaille

Is your 
marriage
tearing

you
apart?

Retrouvaille
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