
By Allyson Krupinsky
Editor’s note: Catholic Schools 

Week is the annual celebration 
focusing on the value Catholic 
education provides to young 
people and it’s contributions to 
our church, our communities 
and our nation. This year, we 

profi le the work being done at 
the Saint Bernard Mission School 
in Fort Yates on the Standing 
Rock Reservation by Father Basil 
Atwell, OSB; Father John Paul 
Gardner; and Deacon George 
Maufort, SDS.

Behind a podium decorated 
by colored 
beads, two girls 
leading fellow 
students in a 
decade of the 
Rosary, repeat 
the Hail Mary 
prayer before 
the service 
begins. Kids 
are scattered 
in the pews, 
alongside the 
nuns and other 
staff trying to 
keep them 
from fi dgeting 
too much. 
Quilts, candles 
and Christmas 

lights adorn the church, with just 
the right blend of Native American 
culture and Christian tradition.

After Mass, it’s time for lunch. 
“It’s pizza day,” a little girl squeals 
behind cheeks full of sauce, with a 
chocolate milk carton in hand.

It’s the day before Christmas 
break, which means gingerbread 
houses and a Christmas party for 
grades kindergarten through sixth 
at Saint Bernard Mission School 
in Fort Yates, on the Standing 
Rock Reservation.“There’s very 
much a family atmosphere here,” 
Father John Paul Gardner said. 
“Everybody knows everybody.”

Father John Paul came to Saint 
Bernard in April of 2013. Assigned 
by Bishop Kagan as the Catholic 
Indian Mission’s parochial vicar, 

Father puts his musical talent 
and liturgical gifts to work at 
the school and Mission.“The 
most rewarding part of the job is 
bringing Christ to the children and 
the teachers and seeing Christ in 
them,” Father John Paul said.

Father Basil Atwell is pastor of 
the Catholic Indian Mission and 
has been with the Mission since 
August of 2009.“We want to give 
our kids kind of a step up in life. 
As strict as we are, and we are very 
strict with them, those kids know 
it’s the best for them and they love 
us,” Father Basil said. “And we 
love them.”

A challenging environment
Father John Paul said that even 

Msgr. Gion promoted
Monsignor Chad Gion was recently 
promoted to captain in the
 ND National Guard ...................PAGE 3
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A LOOK INSIDE 

Dramatic transformation 
A major renovation at St. Wenceslaus 
Church in Dickinson is complete
 after 10 months .......................PAGE 6 

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Father Basil Atwell, OSB distributes the Holy Eucharist during Mass to the children of Saint Bernard Mission School in Fort Yates on the Standing Rock Reservation.

Saint Bernard Mission School provides a sense of family

Sister Sobitha works with students in the classroom at Saint 
Bernard Mission School in Fort Yates.
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With this month of 
February, we begin 
the great and holy 

penitential season of Lent. Ash 
Wednesday is Feb. 18 and I 
encourage you to commit to daily 
Mass and regular confession 
during Lent.

You may recall that the fi rst day 
of Ordinary Time this year was 
Jan. 12 and the Gospel for that 
day recounted how Jesus began 
His public, three-year ministry. 
He did two things: announced 
that the kingdom of God was at 
hand by calling to all to “repent 

and believe;” and began to call His 
Twelve Apostles by calling Simon 
and Andrew and James and John 
to follow Him.

Lent begins in much the same 
way. As we receive the blessed 
ashes on our heads, we will be 
told to “turn away from sin and 
be faithful to the Gospel.” In both 
cases, Jesus is teaching us that 
there is but one way only to be 
His disciple. Seek and obtain the 
forgiveness of our sins and then 
use the grace of absolution to be a 
faithful follower of His.

That, in a nutshell, is not only 
what Lent is and why we celebrate 
it annually, but that, too, is what 
true discipleship demands—a 
heart and mind free of all the 
snares and obstacles sin creates in 
our lives through our own fault. 
So, my brother and sisters, to 
benefi t spiritually and temporarily 
from this great and holy season, 
we must free ourselves of our sins 
and do so frequently by receiving 
the sacrament of reconciliation. 
Then, we need to fortify ourselves 
spiritually and temporarily by 
the frequent reception of Holy 
Communion.  

This Lent, commit yourselves 
to what the Church has always 
encouraged us to do, that is, 

daily prayer, fasting as an act 
of mortifi cation and reparation 
for sins, and to good works, the 
corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy. If you persevere in this, 
your personal discipleship will 
be strengthened and think of the 
power of your good example for 
others.

As a reminder, all Catholics who 
have celebrated an 18th birthday 
and have not yet celebrated a 59th 
birthday are obliged to fast and 
abstain on all the appointed days 
in Lent. The days of strict fast are 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
This means that one may eat one 
full meal only and the other two 
meals may not amount together 
to one full meal. All Catholics who 
have celebrated a 14th birthday 
are obliged to abstain from meat 
and food made from meat by-
products on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday, as well as every 
Friday in Lent. Please do this as 
an act of devotion to our crucifi ed 
Savior and as a small way to 
unite yourselves with Him in His 
Passion and death.

Let us truly make this Lenten 
season a time for spiritual renewal 
and growth. Let us pray for and 
support one another. May God 
bless you.

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese 
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them 
with your friends.

Feb. 4 • Catholic Foundation Board 
Meeting, Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 11 a.m. 

Feb. 5 • Prayer Day Mass, University 
of Mary, Bismarck, 2:15 p.m. 

Feb. 8 • Mass, Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 8:30 a.m. 

Feb. 10 • Presbyteral Council Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m. 

Feb. 17 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m. 

 • Expansion Fund Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 11 a.m. 

Feb. 18 • Ash Wednesday Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 9 a.m. 

Feb. 19 • All-staff  Mass, Chancery 
chapel, 8 a.m. 

 • Directors’ Staff  Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
9:15 a.m. 

Feb. 20 • Finance Council Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.   

 • Real Presence Radio Banquet, 
Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck, 
6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 22 • Rite of Election, Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck 

Feb. 26 • Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
Board of Trustees meeting, 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Like Comment Share

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop David Kagan addresses the crowd at the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club Christmas 
luncheon in Bismarck on Dec. 29. Many of the seminarians, on break from their studies, 
were in attendance.

BISHOP IN ACTION

North Dakota’s March for Life Rally today in Bismarck on the steps of the 
state capital preceeded the event in Washington, D.C this Thursday. North 
Dakotans will lead the March this year. Over 400 going on buses, joining 
what is often around 500,000 praying in our Nation’s Capitol Mall. ND’s event 
today was organized by North Dakota Right to Life, with ND Family Alliance. 
Other pro-life organizations were present, plus many people from churches 
of various faiths, local & national legislators, praying together for life to be 
protected in our laws, our daily lives.
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By Sonia Mullally, DCA Editor
Monsignor Chad Gion has 

already answered one important 
call to serve in his life when he 
became a priest. However, there 
was another call that he felt 
needed his attention—that of an 
Army chaplain.

Chaplain Chad Gion was 
promoted to the rank of captain 
Jan. 10 in front of an audience 
of family members, friends 
and fellow North Dakota Army 
Guardsmen during a ceremony 
at the Army Aviation Support 
Facility in Bismarck. Gion is a 
member of the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 
1st Battalion, 112th Aviation 
Regiment.

He attends the National Guard 
drill weekends once a month 
and fulfi lls a two-week training 
requirement every summer. Gion 
also presides at Mass every Sunday 
of the drill weekend. 

“We congratulate Chaplain Gion 
on this well-deserved promotion. 
Any commander can tell you just 
how important military chaplains 
are to our soldiers and families. 
They provide the spiritual and 
religious support our entire Guard 
family relies upon,” said Brig. Gen. 
Al Dohrmann, deputy adjutant 

general, who administered the 
oath of offi ce during the ceremony. 
“We are happy to have Monsignor 
Gion with us as the only Catholic 
priest in the North Dakota Army 
National Guard, and appreciate 
all he has done and will do in the 
future.”

Bishop David Kagan also was 
in attendance, as well as Gion’s 

parents, Deacon Don and Bonnie 
Gion.“I have always been a 
supporter of our good men and 
women in the Armed Forces and 
I was pleased when Adjutant 
General David Sprynczynatyk 
raised with me the matter of 
wanting a Catholic priest to serve 
the spiritual needs of our National 
Guard,” said Bishop Kagan. “Msgr. 
Gion did not hesitate to say yes 
when I asked him if he would be 
willing to serve. It is a serious 
commitment, so I am personally 
grateful to him. I am also very 
grateful to the good parishioners 
at Spirit of Life in Mandan for 
sharing Monsignor with the 
Guard.  I am especially grateful 
to Father Chris Kadrmas for 
taking up the slack, so to speak, 
when Monsignor is away with the 
National Guard.”

A native of Regent, North 
Dakota, Gion joined the North 
Dakota Army National Guard in 
April 2013 when he was sworn 
in and commissioned as a fi rst 
lieutenant and chaplain. “I had 
found out that there was no priest 
in the local units, so I felt the 
need to step up and do it,” Gion 

explained.
After joining, he attended a 

12-week Chaplain Basic Offi cer 
Leadership Course (CBOLC) in 
Fort Jackson, SC. Rather than 
attending the usual basic training, 
CBOLC provides an introduction 
to the non-combatant common 
core skills, Army writing and 
chaplain-specifi c training.“It’s 
designed to give us an idea of 
what enlisted soldiers go through 
so we can relate,” Gion said of 
the training. “The military has a 
culture all it’s own and a big part 
of CBOLC is to understand that 
culture and the soldier.”

The National Guard chaplaincy 
provides religious support to 
soldiers and their families and 
assists commanders in ensuring 
the right of free exercise of 
religion for all their members. 
While providing pastoral care and 
counseling to Guard members 
and their families, chaplains also 
advise the commanders and staff 
on matters pertaining to religion, 
morals and morale.

For the fi rst time in more 
than 15 years, the North Dakota 

National Guard’s chaplains corps 
is at full strength, with all eight 
chaplain positions across the state 
having been fi lled.

Gion was ordained to the 
priesthood in July 2002. He began 
as an associate pastor at Christ 
the King in Mandan, and taught at 
St. Mary’s Central High School in 
Bismarck from 2002-2003.

Since 2003, Gion has served in 
a number of parishes across the 
state, including St. Pius V in New 
Salem, St. Mary’s in Almont, Holy 
Trinity in Hettinger, Sacred Heart 
in Scranton and Sacred Heart in 
Reeder. In addition to his chaplain 
duties in the North Dakota Army 
National Guard, he is currently 
pastor at Spirit of Life in Mandan, 
St. Anthony in St. Anthony and St. 
Martin in Huff.

Gion holds a bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy from North Dakota 
State University and a Master of 
Divinity from the University of St. 
Thomas in St. Paul.

Editor’s note: Some information for this 
story was provided by the North Dakota 
National Guard.

Monsignor Gion promoted to captain
Serves as chaplain for the North Dakota Army National Guard

Photos by Eric Jensen, ND National Guard
Bishop David Kagan, second from left, affi  xes captain’s rank to newly-promoted Chaplain (Capt.) Chad Gion’s uniform Jan. 10 during a 
ceremony at the North Dakota National Guard’s Army Aviation Support Facility in Bismarck. His parents, Deacon Don and Bonnie Gion, 
and Brig. Gen. Al Dohrmann, were also in attendance. Gion serves with the Bismarck-based Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
1st Battalion, 112th Aviation Regiment.

Brig. Gen. Al Dohrmann, deputy adjutant general, administers the oath of offi  ce to newly-
promoted Chaplain (Capt.) Chad Gion Jan. 10 during a ceremony at the North Dakota 
National Guard’s Army Aviation Support Facility in Bismarck. His parents, Deacon Don and 
Bonnie, and Bishop Kagan, joined Gion. 

Chaplain (Capt.) Chad Gion, third from the left, was joined by, from left, Lt. Col. David 
Johnson, North Dakota National Guard staff  chaplain; Bishop Kagan; and Brig. Gen. Al 
Dohrmann, deputy adjutant general.

“We are happy to have 
Monsignor Gion with 
us as the only Catholic 
priest in the North Dakota 
Army National Guard, and 
appreciate all he has 
done and will do in the 
future.”

- Brig. Gen. Al Dohrmann
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During the Mass for the Feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord on Jan. 11 in the Chapel of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Pontifi cal North American College 
(PNAC) in Rome, His Excellency William Murphy 
of the Diocese of Rockville Center conferred the 
Ministry of Lector to 44 men, one of them being a 
seminarian from our diocese, Jarad Wolf (pictured at 
right).

A release issued by Pontifi cal North American 
College, recounted Bishop Murphy’s homily where he 
charged those to be installed as lectors with the two-

fold task of growing in their personal relationship 
with Christ, who is the Word of God, and living a 
life like John the Baptist, ready to be the voice of the 
Word of God.

As part of the rite, the Bishop placed the 
Lectionary, from which the readings used in the 
celebration of Mass are taken, into the hands of each 
candidate and said, “Take this book of holy Scripture 
and be faithful in handing on the word of God, so that 
it may grow strong in the hearts of his people.”

Submitted information

Seminarian conferred as lector in Rome
Photos courtesy of the PNAC Photo Service 

Novena Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ,

 in presenting
ourselves before

Your adorable Face,
to ask of You the graces of 
which we stand most in

need, (here mention the grace 
or favor you desire)

We beseech You, above all to 
give us that interior

disposition of never refusing
at any time to do

what You require of us by 
Your holy

commandments and Your 
divine inspirations.
O good Jesus, 
Who hast said:

“Ask and you shall receive, 
seek and you shall find,
knock and it shall be 

opened to you,”
give us, O Lord, that faith 

which obtains all,
or supply in us what may

be deficient.
Be merciful to us, O God,
and reject not our prayers 

when, amid our
afflictions, we call upon
Your Holy Name and
seek with love and

confidence Your adorable Face.

Novena in 
Honor of the 
Holy Face of 

Jesus
February 9-17

Please join with us in
praying this Novena. 

Send any prayer requests to:

Carmel of the 
Holy Face of Jesus
2051 91st Street SE
Hague, N.D. 58542

prayer line: (701) 336-7907 
www.CarmeloftheHolyFace.com

Your kids probably know the rules when it comes to 

staying safe in the real world. Don’t talk to strangers. 

Don’t go places you shouldn’t. But not all threats to 

their safety lurk in dark alleys. 

The world of online gaming can be a fun 

entertainment outlet for kids, but it is also fast 

becoming an ideal location for child predators. 

Through your family’s Xbox, PlayStation or other 

gaming console, kids can log on, chat and play with 

other people. However like in the real world, not 

everyone is who they say they are.

Predators will begin to develop a relationship with 

your child by giving them assistance and helping 

them through the game. And while this seems 

harmless, they may start asking for your child’s cell 

phone number or add them as a friend on Facebook. 

The best thing you can do to protect your child is talk 

to them. Tell them never to give out their real name 

or any personal information to someone they meet 

while gaming. Keep the console in a public area of 

your home and play with your child. Make sure your 

child is choosing age-appropriate games and that 

the parental controls are set. 

For more tips on safe gaming, contact the 

Sanford Health Dakota Children’s Advocacy Center 

at (701) 323-5626.

The world of online gaming:
How to keep your kids safe

052002-00052  Rev. 12/14
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By Grace Fisher
A new Serra Club – an 

organization whose primary 
purpose is to foster and promote 
vocations to the priesthood – has 
been organized in the Minot 
region. The chartering event was 
held Dec. 23 at St. Leo the Great 
Catholic Church. 

The event began with Mass 
followed by a light lunch and 
fellowship in the church rectory. 
Inclement weather prohibited 
Bishop Kagan and others from 
attending, but those who took part 
were pleased to welcome the new 
organization into existence.    

Special guests included the 
young men from the diocese now 
studying for the priesthood, and 
their vocation director, the Rev. 
Joshua Waltz of Bismarck. Also 
attending were offi cials from the 
USA Council of Serra International 
who helped bring the club into 
existence in the north central 
region around Minot.     

Serra Club of North Central 
North Dakota is the club’s offi cial 
name. It has the additional label 
of  “celebrating the service of 
Monsignor Joseph Raith.” Raith 
is the legendary pastor who was 
at the helm of St. Leo’s from 1901 
to 1941. He built the present St. 
Leo the Great Catholic Church in 
Minot in 1908. In the very early 
years of his pastorate, he was 
the only priest in an area who 
covered roughly 200 square miles, 
reaching out and ministering to 
Catholics by horse and buggy 
or horse and sled, whatever the 
season.    

This is not the fi rst Serra Club in 
the area. Another, known as Serra 
Club of Minot, was established in 
1988. It was voted out of existence 
in 2010.    

As the new Serra Club comes 
into being, it becomes an affi liate 
of Serra International. Its history 
dates to 1934 with an informal 

beginning among a group of four 
Catholic laymen in Seattle. They 
were interested in advancing the 
cause of Catholicism through 
lasting friendships and continuing 
their education in the Catholic 
faith. The Most Rev. Gerald 
Shaughnessy, bishop of the Seattle 
Diocese, encouraged the group, 
and proposed that they expand 
their work to help bring about 
vocations to the priesthood.    

According to the Serran 
handbook, one of the group’s 
charter members suggested the 
fl edgling organization call itself  
“Serra” after Father Junipero 
Serra, a Spanish Franciscan 
missionary of the 18th century in 
the western United States. He had 
won a large following through his 
preaching and asceticism that led 
to his being known as the “Apostle 
of California.” He was the founder 
of El Camino Real, the celebrated 
missions of San Diego, San Carlos, 
San Antonio, San Gabriel, San Luis 
Obispo, San Francisco, San Juan 
Capistrano, Santa Clara and San 
Buenaventura. From that modest 
beginning, Serra grew worldwide 
to an organization of some 1,000 
clubs with 20,000 members in 34 
countries.    

Serra Club of North Central 
North Dakota currently has about 
30 charter members, headed by 
Mike Ruelle, Minot, as president. 
Other offi cers, all of Minot, 
are Pat Richter, vice president 
of programs, Jean Feist, vice 
president of membership, Nancy 
Magnuson, vice president of 
vocations, and Grace Fisher, vice 
president of communications. 
Christine Morsfi eld is treasurer, 
Theresa “Teri” Black, secretary, 
and Deacon Mike Woiwode, 
trustee. The Rev. Justin Waltz is 
club chaplain.

Submitted by Minot Daily News. 
Used with permission.

Serra Club organized in Minot

Submitted photo
(l to r) Deacon Tom Magnuson, Serra Club of North Central North Dakota President Mike 
Ruelle, and Nancy Magnuson go over preparations for the Serra Club planning. The 
Magnuson’s son, Jacob Magnuson, is a seminarian currently in formation studying for the 
priesthood.

It doesn’t take long in a 
marriage to realize that you and 
your spouse are not the same 

person. And 
yet, on the 
day of your 
marriage 
God declared 
that the two 
have been 
made one.

So, what 
does this 

really mean to be one? Join Fr. 
Wayne Sattler in renewing our 
appreciation for this mysterious 
sacrament of matrimony on 
Sunday, Feb. 15 at 3 p.m. at the 
Church of St. Anne in Bismarck. 
It would be a perfect Valentine’s 
gift for your spouse.

Father Wayne Sattler was 
ordained a priest in 1997 with an 
initial assignment to Our Lady 

of Grace Church and Bishop 
Ryan High School in Minot. 
Other assignments included: 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
and St. Mary’s Central High 
School in Bismarck, Queen of 
the Most Holy Rosary in Stanley 
and its mission St. James in 
Powers Lake and eventually St. 
Anne in Berthold. 

In June of 2006, Fr. Sattler 
began his life in prayerful 
solitude as a hermit, and in 2012 
received his assignment to the 
Church of St. Anne in Bismarck. 
Fr. Sattler provides assistance 
to the permanent diaconate 
formation program. He gives 
adult enrichment talks and 
numerous retreats, particularly 
for the Missionaries of Charity. 
He is an expert on St. John of 
the Cross and was a friend of 
Blessed Mother Theresa.

Two become one
Fr. Sattler to give a talk on marriage

Father Wayne Sattler

Submitted photo

New monument at St. Joseph
Knights of Columbus stand beside a new monument outside 

St. Joseph Church in Williston. The local Knights were in charge 
of fundraising for the new monument that features the Ten 
Commandments and beatitudes.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health 

and protection of our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. With the hope of healing the pain and suff ering from 
sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone 
who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward 
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please 
contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 
1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 
1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be found 
on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , 

whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held 
accountable for their behavior.  To enable the highest level 
of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code 
of Pastoral Conduct is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck 
and it provides a foundation for implementing eff ective and 
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of 
Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Parishioners of St. Wenceslaus 
Church in Dickinson were greeting 
by the ushers with a heart-felt 
“welcome home” as they entered 
the church after a 10-month 
absence. The newly-renovated 
church was dedicated with a Mass 
on Jan. 17 with Bishop David 
Kagan presiding.

“We didn’t lay any bricks, but 
it’s unrecognizable,” explained 
Monsignor Patrick Schumacher, 
who has been pastor at St. 
Wenceslaus since 2011.

While the church structure 
remained intact, nearly every 
part of the interior was changed, 
modifi ed or updated. The parish 
that is home to 800 families 
hadn’t undergone a signifi cant 
update since it’s construction 
in 1956. Funding for the $3 
million renovation began with a 
capital campaign kicked off at the 
church’s centennial celebration in 
2012.

The church’s electrical system 
needed replacement and the roof, 
lighting, plumbing and sound 
systems were in need of updates 
and repair, so it was perfect timing 
for a complete transformation. 
And Msgr. Schumacher was up 
to the task. He oversaw a major 
renovation at his former church, 
St. Joseph in Mandan, in 2010. 
Mandan architect Al Fitterer 
worked with Monsignor on both 
projects. “I learned a lot from the 
renovation at St. Joe’s. However, 
that renovation happened quickly 
in 100 days,” he explained. “For 
this one, it’s taken us 10 months.”

Bishop Kagan recognized 
Monsignor Schumacher’s valued 
efforts and leadership in seeing 
this great project through to 
completion. “It is a tremendous 
undertaking and while he has 
had experience in this area, 
every such project presents its 

own challenges,” Bishop said. 
“Monsignor has done an excellent 
job and service to his parish and 
to our diocese. The example of 
St. Wenceslaus will be used in 
the future by other pastors and 
parishes who wish to renovate and 
beautify their parish churches.”

Adding 50 tons of marble
Monsignor has been involved 

in nearly every detail from the 
selection of each different type 
of the 50 tons of marble to the 
delicate placement of the relics in 
each of the altars. 

The marble itself, which covers 
the fl oor, main altar, communion 
rail, ambo and baptismal font, is 
the largest visible transformation. 
Much of the marble is of Spanish 
origin, but also features empress 
green marble from Asia and white 
marble from Italy.

Inlaid fl oor medallions
To appreciate that attention to 

detail, one needs to walk down the 
center aisle and view the intricate 
medallions embedded in the fl oor. 
The smaller medallions depict 
the cardinal virtues—prudence, 
justice, fortitude and temperance. 

Monsignor Schumacher 
designed each medallion with 
tradition and great meaning in 

mind. Each piece of marble, brass, 
quartz or glass incorporated into 
the designs was purposefullly 
selected. 

Starting at the back of the 
main body of the church at the 
baptismal font, the virtue of 
prudence is the fi rst to greet those 
entering. The design features a 
mirror with a serpent around 
the handle. Prudence is defi ned 
as right reason in action. Right 
reason is possible when one lives 
the ancient imperative “know 
thyself” signifi ed by the mirror. 
The mirror also allows one to see 
behind oneself to avoid repeating 
past mistakes. Its handle being 
attacked by the serpent reminds 
us that the mirror can be used for 
vanity.

Next is the medallion of justice 
depicted by the symbol of the 
scale. This virtue, defi ned as 
willing the good of your neighbor, 
renders each one his or her due 
as the scale signifi es measured 
equality.

Following is a large medallion 
honoring St. Wenceslaus, then 
fortitude and temperance. 
Fortitude, or courage, is 
fi rmness in diffi culties. This is 
depicted by an image of a lion. 
Monsignor chose the lion to make 
an impression on children, in 

particular, because courage is not 
simply one of the virtues, but is 
required to live every virtue.

The medallion representing 
temperance depicts an old wagon 
wheel, which Monsignor said was 
a nod to the early settlers of this 
state. Temperance, or moderation 
in the pursuit of pleasures, is often 
symbolized with a wheel, for just 
as a wheel must be balanced, so 
too temperance keeps our life in 
balance and preserves inner order.

Across the front of the church, 
larger medallions devoted to faith, 
hope and charity are embedded in 
the fl oor just before the main altar. 
Faith is depicted with a lighted 
lamp, while hope is shown as an 
anchor. The medallion depicting 
charity is that of a mother pelican 
feeding her young birds.

The symbol of the pelican 
is rooted in a legend of early 
Christianity, in the time of famine 
when the mother pelican would 
wound herself, striking her 
breast with her beak to feed her 
young with her blood to prevent 
starvation. Given this tradition, 
it’s easy to see why Monsignor 
Schumacher specifi cally designed 
this medallion to be placed where 
the faithful would be standing 
when they receive the Eucharist—
the lifeblood of the Church.

Another highlight in the fl oor 
near the front of the church are 
two medallions that incorporate 
pieces of fl ooring from St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Vatican City. “People 
will be walking on the fl oor of 
Rome,” Monsignor Schumacher 
said excitedly.

A piece of marble fl ooring, a 
personal and dear possession 
of Monsignor’s that he acquired 
while living in Rome 20 years ago, 
was cut and used. Inscriptions on 
each are in Latin; “A Pavimento 
Basilicae Vaticanae” which 

St. Wenceslaus in Dickinson undergoes major renovation

Continued on Page 7

The recently renovated St. Wenceslaus Church was dedicated with a Mass on Jan. 17 with Bishop Kagan presiding.

Photo by Jim Berger
A “before” photo of the church prior to the recent renovation.
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translated in English is “From the 
Floor of the Vatican Basilica.”

At the front of the sanctuary 
is one of the more traditional 
elements of the design—a 
communion rail. Monsignor 
Schumacher explained that the 
purpose of the communion rail 
is more for aesthetics than for 
function as it serves to tie all the 
different marble together.

Shrines dedicated to Mary and 
Joseph fl ank the main altar. The 
one-of-a-kind statues atop the 
shrines were hand carved in Italy 
from a piece of lindenwood. Mary, 
adorned in vibrant blue, is holding 
the baby Jesus. Joseph is holding 
the offering prescribed for the 
poor of a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons in a cage. Above 
each of the statues is a prayer—the 
Hail Mary above the Mary statue 
and the Prayer of St. Joseph the 
worker above the Joseph statue. 
Both prayers are written in the 
Czech language in homage to 
the ethnic heritage of the St. 
Wenceslaus church’s founders.

Main altar as a focal point
The focal point of the sanctuary 

is the main altar. Columns of 
red marble from Spain frame 
the hand-carved depiction of 
the Last Supper on the front. 
The white marble comprising 

the altar is from 
Asia. The mensa, 
or table-top, 
weighs in at 3,500 
pounds. Just 
behind the altar 
is the towering 
baldacchino of 
which Monsignor 
designed every 
detail. The large 
fi xed canopy 
structure 
encompasses the 
crucifi x and the 
tabernacle at the 
center of the altar 
serving as a grand 
centerpiece of the 
entire design.

The origin of 
the baldacchino 
dates back to the 
fi rst centuries of 
the Church, or 
even further. In 
ancient Middle 
East and Asia, 
it was common 
for kings and 
emperors to sit on 
a throne under a 
fabric canopy. The 
word baldacchino 
comes from the 

Italian word for Baghdad, pointing 
toward Middle Eastern origin. 
The canopy was a sign of honor, 
which represented the majesty 
of the ruler beneath. Only fi tting 
then that the baldacchino should 
surround Jesus—the ultimate king. 

The back of the dome of the 
baldacchino is adorned with 
hidden “fi sh scales” as a symbol of 
Christianity. In early Christianity, 
since it was not an obvious 
religious symbol to persecutors, 
a fi sh or fi sh scales were often 
a “hidden message” known to 
followers and yet not to reveal the 
church or person as Christian. 
The inside of the dome of the 
baldacchino was hand-pained with 
23k gold leaf, as were the 24 stars 
on the ceiling of the sanctuary. 
Each half of the sanctuary ceiling 
features 12 stars—for the 12 tribes 
of Israel and for the 12 Disciples.

Four relics placed
First-class relics from four 

saints have been placed in the 
church, each with specifi c reason. 
The St. Wenceslaus relic, a bone 
fragment of the saint, was placed 
in the main altar. The relic of St. 
Albert the Great was placed in the 
altar of repose. St. Albert, known 
for his study of Aristotle, is the 
patron saint of students. He taught 
St. Thomas Aquinas in regard to 
the virtues (tied to the medallions 

in the fl oor 
depicting the 
virtues). 

The shrine 
of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
holds the relic 
of St. John 
Vianney, who 
is the patron 
saint of priests. 
The motivation 
of placing this 
here was that it 
signifi es Mary 
as the mother of 
priests when she 
“gave birth” to 
the priesthood 

by saying yes to God who chose 
her to bear the Son of Man. The 
relic of Pope St. Pius X was placed 
in the shrine of St. Joseph. St. 
Pius’s given name was Joseph and 
he was the founder of the Diocese 
of Bismarck in 1910.

Other noteworthy elements
Everywhere you look, down 

to the fl oor or up to the ceiling, 
it’s easy to see the attention to 
detail throughout the design. 
An impressive mural, painted 
by Minneapolis-area artist Craig 
Gallagher, adorns the ceiling in 
the center of the main body of 
the church. The mural, painted 
on canvas, measures 22 feet 
in diameter and depicts St. 
Wenceslaus being 
received into 
heaven by Christ. 
He is seen leaving 
behind his earthly 
possessions of 
his horse, crown, 
sword and crest 
on the steps 
where he was 
martyred. 

A new 
electronic organ 
was installed 
in the balcony. 
This, along with a 
revamped sound 
system and new 
hymnals, will 
make a profound 
impact on the 
liturgical music, 
enhancing the 
beauty of the 
Masses.

One of the 
more prominent 
features of the 
church prior 
to the recent 
renovation 
was the colorful stained-glass 
windows that line both sides 
of the nave. However, over the 
years, the weather and elements 
had aged them and diminished 
their vibrant colors. As part of the 
recent renovation, the windows 
were removed and shipped 
to a company in Minneapolis 
where they were releaded and 
refurbished. When reinstalled, the 
windows were backed with a clear, 
reinforced glass to both highlight 
and protect them.

Thanks to these beautiful 

windows and well-placed LED 
lighting, a once dark interior is 
now bright and welcoming to all 
who enter.“The renovation will 
have a real and positive impact 
on all of the parishioners of St. 
Wenceslaus in the sense that to 
beautify a parish church will not 
only draw them to spend more 
time in private and communal 
prayer, but it will defi nitely further 
elevate their minds and hearts 
to God in their liturgies,” noted 
Bishop Kagan. “As Pope Benedict 
said on more than one occasion, 
the beautiful in our sacred rites 
and art and architecture always 
draws to the Author of all that is 
good and beautiful. That is what 
I know will happen for the entire 

parish of St. Wenceslaus.”
Monsignor Schumacher 

expressed his appreciation to 
Fr. Shannon Lucht and the 
parishioners of the Queen of Peace 
Church for welcoming those from 
St. Wenceslaus to hold Masses 
during the renovation. “It served 
as the perfect temporary home for 
us,” he said.

Now, the parishioners of St. 
Wenceslaus are right back home 
where they belong. And what a 
grand welcome they received.

Continued from Page 6

Bishop Kagan dips his hand in chrism oil as he prepares 
to anoint the consecration crosses on the side walls of the 
nave between each of the stations of the cross. Each of the 
12 consecration stones are poured terrazzo (a composite 
of colored matrix and stone and glass chips) with a carved 
Jerusalem cross inlaid with 14-karat gold.

Staff  photos
Priests: Father Grafsgaard (left) and Monsignor Schumacher 
stand amidst the construction a week prior to the dedication 
Mass at St. Wenceslaus Church in Dickinson.

The back of the dome of the baldacchino is adorned with hidden “fi sh scales” as a symbol 
of Christianity. In early Christianity, since it was not an obvious religious symbol to 
persecutors, a fi sh or fi sh scales were often a “hidden message” known to followers and 
yet not to reveal the church or person as Christian.

The inlaid fl oor medallion depicting charity is that of a mother 
pelican feeding her young birds. In a legend of early Christianity, 
in the time of famine when the mother pelican would wound 
herself, striking her breast with her beak to feed her young with 
her blood to prevent starvation. This medallion was placed in the 
center just before the sanctuary where the faithful stand when 
they receive the Eucharist—the lifeblood of the Church.
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though the staff at Saint Bernard 
encounters diffi cult social issues, 
he feels privileged to work through 
them.“People are very honest 
with us, and come to us with real 
needs,” Father John Paul said. “To 
be able to walk with them in those 
diffi culties and help them in those 
needs, it’s what Christ calls us to 
do.”

Father John Paul said, in 
addition to giving the children 
the food and clothing they need, 
he, the mission pastor and the 

resident 
deacon, 
Brother 
George, 
also try to 
help the 
needy to 
fi nd the 
inherent 
dignity 
inside 
themselves. 
So that 
even 
without 
shoes or 
shelter, 
they are 
valued as 
a person. 
These are 
lessons 
the school 
gives to the 
children, 
too.“Thank 
God we do 

have the Catholic school system 
because children who are being 
brought up in these systems, 
they’re not just given the ABC’s. 
They are given the truth. First, 
the truth about their own lives—
that they are creatures loved by 
God. And that God loves us in 
every facet of our lives and He 

gives us gifts throughout life; and, 
those gifts are to be used well. 
The fact is, there’s this moral 
underpinning that begins with the 
premise that their life matters,” 
Father Basil said. “When children 
have come to me, and there have 
been a few, who have thought 
about taking their own lives, that’s 
what I give them.”

Father Basil said that children 
are taught that their lives 
matter.“The Catholic school on 
Standing Rock has preserved, 
among our people, a sense of 
the transcendence of God,” 
Father Basil said. “We teach that 
everyone’s life is worthy of God’s 
love.”

In addition to the lessons of 
religious and academic subjects, 
children at the mission school are 
taught about their Lakota heritage.

There are 70 children currently 
attending Saint Bernard’s Mission 
School. Although most of them 
are of mixed ethnicity, all of 
the students are either enrolled 
members of the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe or have some Lakota/
Dakota Indian heritage in their 
bloodline.

Father Basil stated that each 
school day begins with prayer and 
singing of the Lakota fl ag song 
accompanied by the rhythmic 
beat of the sacred drum. Many 
Friday afternoons are reserved 
as culture days. There are often 

cultural speakers, events or 
projects. On special days, some of 
the children come dressed in their 
pow wow attire, or regalia. The 
Lakota culture is also sometimes 
incorporated in the liturgies, 
Father Basil said. 

In the past, there have been 
students enrolled at Saint Bernard 
who have no Lakota/Dakota 
Indian ancestry, or even any 
Native American heritage, which 
Father Basil says is not a problem. 
“We’ll gladly welcome everybody,” 
he said.

Attendance at Saint Bernard 
Mission School is denied to no 
child, even if a student’s parent 
or guardian is unable to pay the 
meager $450 yearly tuition. With 
the help of Ron Schatz, director 
of the offi ce of stewardship and 
resource development and, 
assistants Carol Steier and Linda 
Urbanec at the diocese, Father 
Basil is able to locate sponsors 
willing to cover the expenses for 
each child, which easily accrues to 
over $5,000 each year.

With the help of many 
volunteers, Father Basil said the 
Mission sends letters monthly 
asking for donations. Despite 
the many requests, the Mission’s 
school still operates on a “shoe-
string” budget.

Father John 
Paul said the 
school has other 
pressing needs 
as well.“Just 
getting people 
to come and 
work here is a 
challenge. Not 
many want to 
make the long 
daily drive 
down here. 
And there’s 
no housing 
for teachers. 
We have great 
kids, but to 
have people 
be willing to 
come and spend 
time,” Father 

John Paul said. “It’s not just about 
money, it’s about people coming 
here and helping.”

Despite these shortages and 
other issues in the area, Father 
Basil and Father John Paul believe 
they are where they’re supposed to 
be, and love it.

Father Basil said more 
and more positive things are 
happening on the reservation that 
many people don’t hear about, 
in recent years especially. He 
said Standing Rock now has its 
own propane distribution, phone 
company and is seeing more 
jobs being provided from new 
businesses. “A lot of great things 
are happening on the reservation 
right now,” Father Basil said.

Looking ahead
Both Father Basil and Father 

John Paul said that in a perfect 
world, they would like to see the 
mission school extend to K-12.“I’m 
the kind of guy who looks to the 
future, not because I’m not happy 
in the present. I’m very happy with 
the present. I’m in it. But I look for 
what kinds of things we are doing 
that will make a difference, for 
good or for ill,” Father Basil said. 
“How will they be seen in the lives 
of children as grownups? What 
kind of adults will they be?”

Continued from Page 1

Parents and community 
members have approached 
Father Basil several times to 
inquire about the possibility 
of expanding the school, he 
said. 

“I see it as the Holy 
Spirit tapping me on the 
shoulder and saying, ‘Pastor, 
wake up,’ ” Father Basil 
said.“Goodwill all around” 
is what Father Basil said is 
the short answer to what it 
will take for a K-12 school 
to happen. A longer answer 
includes more money, space, 
staff and the willingness of 
current staff to go the extra 
mile.

“We think we give them 
a very good foundation here 
to go into middle school and 
high school, but the daily 
interactions that happen 
here and the things that they 
learn between their faith and 
morals and their intellectual 
formation, we’d like to 
continue that even through 
the high school years,” 
Father John Paul said.

Regardless of what Saint 
Bernard will look like in 
the future, for now, they’re 
doing the best with what 
they have.

“There’s a focus on the 
student here—the ability 
to realize that God is a part 
of their lives. There’s an 
opportunity here everyday 
for the kids to pray, we start 
our day with prayer and 
also a pledge that the kids 
make to respect God, respect 
their teachers, respect 
their parents,” Father 
John Paul said. “There’s an 
opportunity in that pledge. 
The kids take that pledge to 
recognize their own inherent 
dignity. That makes a 
difference in the kids.”

Saint Bernard Mission School provides a sense of family

Students participate in Mass at the Saint Bernard 
Mission School.

Father John Paul Gardner blesses a child during communion at 
Mass at the Saint Bernard Mission School.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Sister Amal Grace works with the children in the classroom at Saint Bernard Mission School in Fort Yates.

A group of children present the gifts to Father Basil Atwell during Mass at the Saint 
Bernard Mission School in Fort Yates on the Standing Rock Reservation.

By Denis MacLeod, University of North 
Dakota School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences

Twelve fi rst- and second-year medical 
students studying at the University of 
North Dakota School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences (SMHS) in Grand Forks 
are alumni of Catholic high schools 
in North Dakota. They attribute their 
collegiate and professional studies 
success to the solid education and sound 
catechesis they received from their high 
school teachers.

“Looking back I fi nd that the education 
I received in the Catholic school system 
was outstanding,” said second-year 
medical student Wesley Halseth. 
“Certainly it was more than adequate to 
academically prepare me for college and 
lay the groundwork for later professional 
studies. More importantly though, were 
the nonacademic strengths that it offered. 
With an emphasis on service and being 
a good neighbor, I feel that my Catholic 
education provided a strong basis for 
the drive to help others that is especially 
important going into the medical fi eld.”

One of the students’ teachers at UND is 
Associate Professor Mark Koponen, MD, 
a forensic pathologist in the Department 
of Pathology at the UND SMHS. He is a 
Minot native and alumnus of Minot State 
University (B.A. Biology), North Dakota 
State University (M.S. Bacteriology), and 
the UND SMHS.

“I went to grade school at St. 
Leo’s Grade School and to high school 
at Ryan High School, both in Minot,” 
Koponen said. He completed his post-
medical school pathology residency in 
New Mexico; he then went to work for 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation in 
Atlanta. He returned to the UND SMHS 
to teach and serve as co-director of the 
school’s forensic clinical practice facility.

“The importance of my education in the 
Minot Catholic school system, both in my 
personal and professional lives, cannot be 
underestimated,” Koponen said.  “I truly 
believe that the successes I have had the 
great fortune to experience in my life were 
the direct result of the Catholic schools 
I attended and the extraordinary people 
who were my teachers.”

Halseth 
added, 
“Finally, 
the most 
important 
aspect is, of 
course, the 
education 
we received 
in regards to 
our Catholic 
faith. I think 
the teachers 
at Bishop 
Ryan High 
School did 
a good job 
instilling in 
me more than 
just a passing 
familiarity 
with our beliefs, but also an 
understanding of why we have them. 
The result of that education is having the 
knowledge and desire necessary to live 
a life not only as a good Catholic but 
hopefully as a good Catholic physician. I’ll 
do what I can to live up to that standard.”

All UND SMHS medical students 
spend their fi rst two years in Grand 
Forks. They learn through lectures, 
laboratories, patient simulations, and in 
patient-centered-learning groups, where 
basic and clinical sciences are taught in 
the context of patient cases. 
They then spend two years of 
clinical training in Bismarck, 
Fargo, Grand Forks, Minot, or 
a rural community through the 
Rural Opportunities in Medical 
Education (ROME) Program. 

The following are the fi rst- 
and second-year medical 
students who graduated from 
a Catholic high school in North 
Dakota and are now studying 
medicine at the UND SMHS in 
Grand Forks.

Bismarck–St. Mary’s
• Justin Berger, fi rst year
• Andrew Dockter, second year
• Al Johnson, second year
• Bryan LaBore, second year

Dickinson Trinity
• Lee Kiedrowski, fi rst year
• Scott Poswilko, second year
• Megan Schwartz (formerly Strube), 
   fi rst year

Fargo Shanley
• Grace Carson, fi rst year
• Matt Glogoza, fi rst year
• Chris Traynor, second year

Minot–Bishop Ryan
• Wesley Halseth, second year
• Tyrone Berentson, fi rst year 

At the Teddy Bear Clinic held at the UND School of Medicine and Health Sciences for 
kindergartners in Grand Forks, two kindergartners perform “teddy surgery” aided by 
second-year medical students, including Wesley Halseth at far right.

Photos by Denis MacLeod, University of North Dakota
Second year med student Wesley Halseth (left) is pictured here 
with school instructor Mark Koponen. Both men are alumni of 
Minot’s Bishop Ryan High School.

Medical students attribute success to Catholic education

Fr. John Paul

Fr. Basil
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■ German style Mardi Gras on Feb. 15
St. Lawrence parish in Flasher will be celebrating 
their “Mardi Gras” German style on Sunday, Feb. 
15 at the Highway 21 Club in Flasher. Mass will be 
celebrated at 10:30 a.m. The meal will be served 
beginning at 11:00 a.m. The German style meal will 
consist of: creamed chicken, German sausage, kase 
nip (cheese buttons), kraut nip, German potato sal-
ad, coleslaw, kuchen, and blachinda. Other events 
include a silent auction, bingo, children’s games, 
and raffl  e drawing.

■ Friday fi sh fry at Corpus Christi during Lent
All are welcome to a fi sh fry each Friday of Lent at 
the Church of Corpus Christi in Bismarck. The fi sh 
fry runs from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. each Friday begin-
ning on Feb. 20. The menu features baked and fried 
fi sh, French fries, fried shrimp, fried green beans, 
noodles, applesauce, coleslaw, coff ee, tea, milk and 
homemade desserts. All proceeds from the fi sh fry 
support youth participating in a Steubenville youth 
conference and many other youth ministry events. 
Cost is $8 for adults, $4 for children and $25 for a 
family.

■ Marriage Encounter Weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends 
are February 20-22 in Fargo and March 27-29 in 
Minot. Early registration is highly recommended. 
For more information visit www.ndwwme.org or 
contact Rob and Angie at Applications@ndwwme.
org or 701-347-1998.

■ Fr. Sattler to give marriage talk on Feb. 15
Did you even wonder what the words “two become 
one” mean when it’s said at a wedding? Clearly, it 
doesn’t take long for a married couple to realize 
they are not the same person, no matter what the 
priest told them at their wedding. Find out more 
with Fr. Wayne Sattler on Sunday, Feb. 15. Fr. Sattler 
will be giving a talk about renewing our apprecia-
tion for the sacrament of matrimony at 3 p.m. at the 
Church of St. Anne in Bismarck.

■ Women’s Retreat in Stanley
Dr. Italy is coming to town! Queen of the Most Holy 
Rosary in Stanley is hosting Marcellino D’Ambrosio, 
Ph.D. for a Women’s Retreat on Saturday, March 14. 
The event begins with registration at 8:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by Mass at 9 a.m. The day will conclude at 4 
p.m. Cost is $20 and includes a morning muffi  n and 
lunch. Advanced registration is encouraged. You can 
learn more about Dr. D’Ambrosio at www.crossroad-
sinitiative.com. Call Elonda at 629-1778, Claudia at 
628-2343, or Betty at 629-1802 with questions.

■ Parish mission in Stanley
Dr. Italy is coming to town! Queen of the Most Holy 
Rosary in Stanley is hosting Marcellino D’Ambrosio, 
Ph.D. for a parish mission March 15-17. This world-
renowned commentator on Catholic issues will 
speak each evening at 6:45 p.m. Dr. D’Ambrosio’s 
three talks will educate and motivate people to get 
excited about being Catholic. Themes for the talks 
are: “Why be Catholic?” on March 15; “Getting More 
Out of the Mass” on March 16; and “Who Needs Con-
fession?” on March 17. You can learn more about Dr. 
D’Ambrosio at www.crossroadsinitiative.com. For 
more information on the parish mission, contact Fr. 
Gary Benz at 701-628-2323 or the church offi  ce at 701-
628-3405.

■ Taizé Lenten prayer services at Annunciation 
Monastery
The Benedictine Sisters of Annunciation Monastery 
and the United Church of Christ invite the public to 
Lenten Taizé prayer services. The service at the Unit-
ed Church of Christ will be Wednesday, March 18 at 
7 p.m. Prior to this service, a soup and bread supper 
is served at 6 p.m. (free-will donation). The Lenten 
Taizé prayer service at Annunciation Monastery will 
be Friday, March 20, at 7 p.m. in the monastery cha-
pel, followed by refreshments in the monastery din-
ing room. Taizé prayer is a universal prayer of peace, 
hope and healing involving contemplation of God 
through chant, silence and scripture. Prayers will be 
off ered for all who struggle with addictions as well 
as family, friends and coworkers of the addicted. 
For more information, please contact Sister Hannah 
Vanorny at 701-255-1520 or hvanorny@gmail.com.

■ REBOOT LIVE! is April 1
Join the fun at the Linton High School gymnasium 
on Wednesday, April 1 at 7 p.m. for REBOOT LIVE! 
The event is an inspiring and practical experience of 
applying the beauty and genius of the core of the 
Gospel to every aspect of life. Listen to internation-
ally renowned speaker and author Chris Stefanick 
and special musical guest Jon Niven. From prayer 
and spirituality, to work, dating, marriage, parent-
ing, health and more. Tickets are $19. Daycare will 
be provided for those who sign up in advance at the 
parish offi  ce. For more information or to purchase 
a ticket, go to www.reallifecatholic.com/REBOOT or 
contact the host parish St. Anthony in Linton at 
701-254-4588. Event co-sponsor parishes are: St.
Katherine, Braddock; St. Mary, Hague; St. Michel, 
rural Linton; St. Paul, Hazelton; Sts. Peter and Paul, 
Strasburg; and St. Philip Neri, Napoleon. Advance 
tickets are available at local parishes. 

EVENT SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action is published 
monthly except for July.  Material deadline is noon 
the fi rst Friday of the month for the following 
months’ publication (ex:  fi rst Friday in January for 
the February issue of the DCA).  Recurring or ongo-
ing events must be submitted each time they occur 
to be included.

ACCEPTED MATERIAL:  Brief notices of upcoming 
events hosted by diocesan parishes and institutions.  
Items are published on a space available basis.

SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be listed indi-
vidually and include:
• Time and date of event
• Full event description including related times
• Complete address of event venue 
• Contact information of individual

responsible for submitted material

E-MAIL: info@bismarckdiocese.com
MAIL:  DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137, 
 Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

UPCOMING EVENTS

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for February:

• Universal: Prisoners 
That prisoners, especially the young, may be able to 
rebuild lives of dignity.  

• Evangelization:  Separated spouses 
That married people who are separated may fi nd 
welcome and support in the Christian community.

Are you interested in igniting 
and kindling the fl ame of faith in 
your life?

You’re in luck. The diocese is 
hosting a SPARK conference on 
Saturday, Feb. 28 in order to light 
that spark of faith. Travel to St. 
Anthony parish in Linton to join 
Catholic adults from around the 
state in discovering your role in 
the new evangelization. 

We hear a lot today in the 
Catholic world about the new 
evangelization, but for the average 
Catholic in the pew, do we know 
what this means and our unique 
personal role in it? God is counting 
on each of us to share Him with 
the people we encounter during 
our day. The Holy Spirit has 
prepared the Church for the new 
evangelization where the Gospel 
is re-proposed and people are 
invited to encounter a real, living 
friendship with God.

The “SPARK Conference: 
Fostering the Encounter” is a 
1-day practical workshop aimed 
at helping train Catholics how 
to share Christ with others. 
Attendees will get a vision of 
what the new evangelization is 
and practical training on how 
to share the Gospel with others 
and teach others to pray. Event 
planners envision this to be the 
fi rst in a series of workshops on 
evangelization.

Michelle Duppong, of the 

diocesan offi ce of adult faith 
formation, has been working 
alongside Fr. David Richter who 
serves the parishes in Linton, 
Hazelton, and Braddock and Fr. 
Ross Laframboise from Napoleon 
in the Fargo Diocese. 

Fathers Richter and 
Laframboise are currently working 
on training members in their 
parishes to “disciple” or walk with 
others in their faith journeys—men 
working with men and women 
working with women.

Duppong said, “For a one-day 
event, we want to keep it simple. 
We’re planning short vision talks 
on the new evangelization, prayer, 
and sharing the Gospel coupled 
with personal testimonies and 
role-playing so people get a feel for 
how to do it.”

The speakers will be local 
residents who are actually living 
this out in their day-to-day 
activities. The event begins at 
9:30 a.m. with an opening session. 
The morning progresses with 
more speakers and a role-playing 
exercise. After lunch, there will be 
time devoted to prayer, and more 
speakers. The event is scheduled 
to conclude at 3:30 p.m. with a 
Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

There is no charge for the event. 
Pre-register by Monday, Feb. 23 
online at www.bismarckdiocese.
com.

- Staff  report

Ignite the spark 
of your faith

SPARK Conference is Feb. 28

In solidarity with Catholics 
around the world celebrating 
the “Year of Consecrated Life,” 
public open houses will be held 
in the diocese at Annunciation 
Monastery in Bismarck and 
Sacred Heart Monastery 
and Assumption Abbey in 
Richardton.

The public is invited to attend 
and experience Benedictine 
hospitality and learn about the 
blessings of consecrated life. 
Tours will be offered of each 
monastic house, including the 
enclosure. Religious brothers 
and sisters will be happy to 
answer any questions about 
consecrated life, its place in the 
Church and in the world. 

Each of our communities 

has its own rich charism while 
still being grounded in the 
Benedictine values of prayer, 
community and service. All are 
welcome!

Annunciation Monastery 
Bismarck - Open House - 
Sunday, Feb. 22 - 1:30 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. (CT) *All are invited 
to join the Sisters for evening 
prayer at 4:30 p.m. in the 
monastery chapel.

Sacred Heart Monastery 
Richardton - Open House - 
Sunday, March 1 – 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. (MT)

Assumption Abbey 
Richardton - Open House - 
Sunday, March 1 – 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. (MT)

- Submitted information

Experience Benedictine hospitality 
Celebrating the Year of Consecrated Life

WAKE UP THE WORLD!
- 2015 Year of Consecrated Life -
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It’s a breakfast affair!
 Come join the fun. Wear your favorite hat.
        Invite your favorite group.
Have an intergenerational breakfast with the best—
you, your mom, daughter, goddaughter, granddaughter,
grandmother, sister or good friends. Join the fun with
great food, great company and an inspiring speaker.

$15 per person, adult & children. Limited seating, must pre-register by Feb. 9, 2015.
Register online at bismarckdiocese.com or fill out the registration form below.

Call Bev at 701-204-7185 (or 1-877-405-7435 toll-free) for additional information. 

Mother-Daughter Celebration Registration
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________  Phone:__________________________

Number attending:____________      Amount enclosed: $____________

Make check payable to: Diocese of Bismarck and send to:
Office of Family Ministry, Diocese of Bismarck,
PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137. 

Maura Byrne was born and raised in northern New Jersey, where she 
graduated from Seton Hall University. After college she worked for Varsity 
Catholic, which is a subdivision of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students). In 2009, God etched in her heart the desire to one day launch a 
ministry for women called Made in His Image. In September 2011 Maura 
launched Made in His Image, a non-profit that helps women recovering from 
eating disorders, abuse and educates women on their dignity.

Maura has an immense yearning to inspire others to choose to see beauty in 
their suffering and in the ambiguity of life. It is her desire to use her story, to foster hope and healing in 
the lives of all she encounters. Maura is dedicated to educating women about their inherent dignity as 
daughters of God, created in His image and likeness and the love of God the Father. For more on Maura 
go to www.madeinhisimage.org .

Pope Francis has named 2015 the Year for Marriage. Come and listen to Maura share how finding our 
inherent dignity supports marriage and family.

For office use only
Check # ________________
Amount $ ______________

(l-r) Bishop John Folda, Diocese of Fargo, and 
Bishop David Kagan recently met at the Basilica in 
Jamestown with Dianne Nechiporenko, executive 
director of Catholic Charities North Dakota and Steve 
Lies, the agency’s board chairman. This was the 
fi rst meeting of the three entities since they began 
working together in July 2013. The agency’s board 
of directors had identifi ed the need to update the 
articles and bylaws, and Bishop Folda and Bishop 
Kagan confi rmed the changes that were made. 

Catholic Charities North Dakota is often referenced 
as the “social justice arm of the church,” and the 
group discussed ways to enhance the established 
programs and become fully integrated throughout 
the state in providing human services on behalf of 
the poor and vulnerable.  As always, services are 
provided to people without regard to their faith or 
religious affi liation.

- Submitted information

Bishops meet with Catholic Charities ND

Sometimes when there’s an 
offer on the table to double your 
money, you just have to take it.

Such is the case for the annual 
Giving Hearts Day to be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 12. The 24-hour 
online fundraising event for 
qualifying non-profi t organizations 
in North Dakota will mark its 
eighth year. 

Donations can be made at www.
impactgiveback.org and gifts of 
$10 or greater are matched by the 
Dakota Medical Foundation. Each 
donation is tax-deductible. Last 
year, gifts totaling $5.7 million 
in 24,407 individual donations 
for 235 charities were received in 
online donations, match funds and 
incentive awards.

Catholic Charities North 
Dakota, FirstChoice Clinic, Saint 
Gianna’s Maternity Home, Sacred 
Heart Benedictine Foundation and 
more than 150 other organizations 
will participate in this year’s event. 
Visit the website for a complete list 
of participating non-profi ts.

History of the event
According to the Impact 

Foundation website, Giving 
Hearts Day was started in 2008 by 
Dakota Medical Foundation and 
Impact Foundation as the region’s 
fi rst one-day ‘virtual’ fundraising 
event. Giving Hearts Day raised 
$325,000 for local charities in 
2008, its fi rst year. Donations 
topped the million-dollar mark in 
2011.

 In 2012, Giving Hearts Day 
reached the Bismarck area, with 
10 organizations taking part. 
While Giving Hearts Day is 
regional, donations come from 
across the United States. In 
2013, 13 Bismarck charities and 
fi ve Minot charities took part, 
with Bush Foundation of St. 
Paul funding charity training for 
this expansion. The fi rst charities 
in the Dickinson area came on 
board in 2014, thanks again to 
funding by Bush Foundation. 

All organizations soliciting 
for Giving Hearts Day have met 
participation requirements, 
including attendance at Impact 
Foundation fundraising training 
and commitment to other 
performance and accountability 
standards.

- Staff  report

Make an impact on 
Giving Hearts Day

February 
18th  is

Ash 
Wednesday
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Suffering. Even though it’s 
something we can minimize in our 
lives through virtuous living and 
following the Church’s teachings, 
none of us can escape it. When we 
experience it, we can be tempted 
to mull over thoughts revolving 
around why this is happening to 
me or what have I done to deserve 
this. 

But through Jesus’ Passion, 
death, and resurrection, suffering 
has been changed; it has been 
redeemed allowing it to carry 
meaning. No matter what 
suffering we may be facing, we 
must know that God is permitting 
this to happen as an act of love 
and that He will bring about a 
greater good from it, for our own 
good and others’. If we choose to 
unite the pain we are experiencing 
to Christ, we can share in His work 
of salvation meriting graces for 
others and ourselves.

Recently, suffering has taken 
on deeper meaning for me as I 
embark on a new adventure.

On December 29, I had 
surgery to have an ovarian cyst 
removed. Much to my surprise 
and shock, along with that of my 
family and doctors, I awoke to my 
mom and sister telling me that 
I didn’t actually have a cyst but 
that my abdomen is riddled with 
an aggressive gastro-intestinal 

cancer. All were fl abbergasted at 
this news.

Upon hearing this, I knew that 
this was God’s will and that He 
would be with me in the midst 
of whatever would happen along 
with my family, my boyfriend 
Jesse, relatives and friends far and 
wide. Thank you to everyone who 
has been praying and reaching 
out to me during this. Words do 
not begin to describe how much I 
appreciate you!

God also allowed me to know 
that this cross was an invitation 
to me to help bring others 
closer in their relationship with 
Him. My sister Renae created 
a CaringBridge site online 
where she posts updates on my 
present condition. Through 
comments, emails, phone calls 
and conversations, we’ve received 
glimpses of how God is reaching 
hearts through this present 
trial. I want to share with you a 
particular text message I received 
to show you God’s goodness and 
faithfulness.

The following is a text message 
I received from a student I met 
while I was a FOCUS missionary. 
The name has been changed out 
of respect for the individual. “Hi 
Michelle! It’s Paige Smith, 
Johnson now. I hope you 
remember me. You helped me 

through so much. Michelle, I’ve 
been thinking about you a lot since 
I found out about your prognosis 
on Facebook. I felt that I had to 
reach out. I want you to know how 
much you and your faith mean to 
me and I want to tell you a little 
bit about myself since I graduated 
from Mary. My husband and I 
were not granted permission to 
marry in the church after careful 
preparation with my priest and 
steady communication with my 
home diocese. I was heartbroken 
when I found out 4 months before 
my wedding that I wouldn’t be 
able to marry in the church. Long 
story short, I held it against God, 
got married outside the church 
anyway, and haven’t been to 
church since. What’s the use if I 
can’t receive communion, right? 
We proceeded with the annulment 
anyway and I’m not sure when 
that will go through. Anyway, I’m 
telling you this because I’ve tried 
to pray a few times since then, and 
I just haven’t felt God’s presence 
in my heart. I prayed for you 
yesterday and felt a connection 
with the Lord for the fi rst time 
in almost a year. You were the 
one who brought me closer to 
Christ while I was in college and, 
somehow, you’ve done it again. 
I really want you to know that 
you’re the kindest person I think 

I’ve ever met and I know God has 
a plan for you. If anyone deserves 
a miracle, it’s you. No matter what 
God’s plan, though, I know in my 
heart that it’s bigger than all of 
this. I haven’t invited the Lord 
into my heart for a while, but I just 
have this feeling. Thank you for 
truly being a blessing in my life.”

We have no idea how God’s plan 
will unfold in our lives and how 
He is using us to reach others. We 
know that we’re all in this together 
and that we’re all on the same 
team in the body of Christ, so I see 
the present suffering as taking one 
for the team. May God be glorifi ed 
by all the good that comes through 
this!

In closing, know of my gratitude 
to you. We hope that the Spark 
Conference will take place at the 
end of February, so register online 
if you want to learn some helpful 
tips on how to help others come 
to know Christ. But, know it may 
need to be postponed depending 
on my health situation. 

May God’s peace and joy fi ll 
you!

■ Duppong, a native of Haymarsh, N.D., has 
served as director of faith formation for the 
Bismarck Diocese since July 2012. Check out 
Michelle’s monthly faith formation talk series 
online at www.bismarckdiocese.com under 
the Adult Faith Formation.

1 Cor. 9:24 

MICHELLE DUPPONG

Run to Win

Taking one for the team

SONIA MULLALLY

Leap of Faith

Two years ago this month, 
Bishop Kagan joined the Twitter 
world. Two years, over 750 tweets 
and more than 1,350 followers 
(and counting), Bishop maintains 
his Twitter feed @VescovoDDK 
almost daily.

Millions of people have 
embraced Twitter. It’s a brief, 
up-to-date news feed that offers 
a platform for communication 
like no other. But even Bishop 
Kagan had his reservations about 
joining. In the story in the DCA 
to announce his Twitter handle 
launch in February 2013, Bishop 
joked that he was shamed into 
joining after Pope Benedict began 
tweeting. He fi gured if the Holy 
Father has a presence on Twitter, 
then he had better show up, too.

But isn’t that the essence of why 
we are compelled to be on social 
media right there? We feel the 
need to show up on social media 
channels, because “everybody 
else is doing it.” It seems to be the 
popular place to be. People who 
aren’t there feel left out, “out of the 
loop,” in a sense. 

Why did Pope Benedict, Pope 
Francis and Bishop Kagan and 
millions of others feel the need 
to show up in the social media 
world? Simply, it’s where they can 
reach people with their message. 

The Church is called to go where 
the people are in every age. And in 
this age, the people are on social 
media channels like Twitter and 
Facebook. We need to be there to 
be part of the digital conversations 
that will be going on with or 
without the Church’s voice as 
part of that conversation. Social 
media is a way to evangelize to the 
masses and bring others to know 
Christ.

Evangelization at its heart is 
about communication. Social 
media has changed the way we 
communicate. It’s here that we 
express ourselves and share our 
experiences. Via digital media, we 
learn and get information. It’s here 
we form relationships and stay in 
touch. People search the Internet 
for everything these days. They are 
searching for meaning, hope, love, 
relationships and community. The 
Church needs to show up when 
they search. 

But social media doesn’t 
come without its challenges, like 
everything in life. Social media is 
rapid and immediate. It is ever 
changing and often based on 
evoking emotion. Some might 
wonder how an institution like 
the Catholic Church, known 
for it’s rich history and staunch 
commitment to tradition and 

doctrine, could possibly fi nd a way 
to infl uence people in this realm. 
It’s easy to see how some people 
would wonder how an institution 
perceived as antiquated could 
carve out a niche in a rapidly 
changing environment of social 
media and the technological 
innovation that runs it.

Can the Church stir emotion in 
people to open thoughtful dialogue 
and contemplation? Is that even 
possible in the digital age with 
140 characters or less allowed on 
Twitter? Facebook and Twitter are 
not the platforms for historical 
arguments and philosophical 
conversation. However, the 
Church can use these modern 
forms of communication to entice 
people to consider or gently 
push them along in an already-
established relationship with their 
faith.

To get an idea of the power and 
simplicity of Twitter, Pope Francis 
tweeted three simple words on 
Dec. 31 to close out the year. He 
simply wrote, “Lord, thank you!” 
Now imagine his 4.93 million 
followers reading that all at the 
same time. Not to mention the 
14,000 followers who retweeted 
that message, sharing it with 
countless others. 

The Church’s message in the 

digital age is the same as our 
mission in every age. The Pope 
and Bishop Kagan didn’t join 
Twitter because it was the popular 
thing to do. They, like many of 
us, recognize it’s simply a modern 
means of communication. It’s a 
way to bring people to the beauty 
of encountering Christ. The nearly 
fi ve million Twitter followers of 
Pope Francis hear his message 
so that they may feel a closer 
relationship with the Lord and a 
more direct connection to their 
faith through their ultimate leader.

Likewise, the 1,300+ followers 
of Bishop Kagan are part of a 
community with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ who make up the 
family of God. Bishop’s regular 
tweets serve as a brief note to 
uplift and perhaps inspire. It’s 
nothing new. It’s just a new path 
for delivering His message. New 
means of communication like 
Twitter and Facebook are simply 
tools to serve the mission of the 
Church leading people to Jesus. 

If you’re on Twitter, you can 
follow Pope Francis at 
@Pontifex or Bishop Kagan 
@VescovoDDK.

■ Mullally is the director of communications 
and media services and editor of the DCA. 
She resides in Lincoln with her husband, 
Matt, and children, Abby and Ryan.

Social media as a means to evangelize
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Occasionally we hear disturbing 
stories in the media about young 
people who perpetrate abuse 
against the elderly. In a widely 
reported 2009 story, for example, 
caretakers at the Quadrangle 
Assisted Living facility outside 
Philadelphia were charged in 
connection with the abuse of 
an elderly patient named Lois 
McCallister. Three employees, 
aged 19, 21 and 22 were caught 
on a surveillance camera as they 
taunted, mocked and assaulted 
the partially naked 78-year-old 
woman. 

She had begun complaining to 
visiting family members several 
months prior that someone was 
hurting her and hitting her. 
There were also initial signs of 
bruising on her hand and wrist. 
After bringing the bruises to the 
attention of the nursing home’s 
administrators, the family was 
informed that the allegations 
were unfounded, and were told 
the accusations were simply the 
result of the patient’s advancing 
dementia. Family members 
suspected there was more to it, 
and clandestinely installed the 
video camera, hidden in a clock in 
the victim’s room.

After capturing the assailants 
on tape, they concluded that the 
abuse suffered by their mother 
had been ongoing for some time. 
One of the young women charged 
in the case told investigators she 
was working on another fl oor the 
night the clock/camera captured 
the scene in the elderly woman’s 
room. A family member later told 

news reporters, “They called the 
third girl down from another fl oor 
and said, ‘Come down, we’re going 
to start.” 

As a consequence of the abuse, 
the Department of Public Welfare 
eventually revoked the license for 
the facility, and the family fi led 
a civil lawsuit against the parent 
company.

A tragic event like this leads 
to intense questioning about 
how these young people, charged 
with the special care of the 
older generation, could end up 
becoming so callous, inhuman 

and brutal. What can be done 
to prevent this kind of “inter-
generational disconnect” from 
occurring in the future? And what 
can be done to build up unity and 
respect between generations?

A nearly universal point of 
reference over the years, and a 
counsel of incalculable worth, has 
been the injunction enshrined in 
the Decalogue: Honor your father 
and mother. A decision to abide 

by this commandment invariably 
serves to strengthen the concern 
of children for their parents and 
elders, and helps forge a bond 
between the generations. The 
Book of Sirach offers similarly 
sage advice: “My son, take care of 
your father when he is old; grieve 
him not as long as he lives. Even 
if his mind fail, be considerate of 
him; revile him not all the days of 
his life; kindness to a father will 
not be forgotten, fi rmly planted 
against the debt of your sins…”

In a sense, it is precisely the 
weakness and vulnerability of the 
elderly that beckons us to manifest 
a greater respect towards them, 
and never to mistreat them in the 
strength of youth. As Pope John 
Paul II beautifully summed it up 
in his 1999 Letter to the Elderly: 
“…the signs of human frailty 
which are clearly connected with 
advanced age become a summons 
to the mutual dependence and 
indispensable solidarity which 
link the different generations…” 
Compassionately attending to 
the needs of the elderly draws the 
generations together and builds 
solidarity.

When the unique gifts of the 
elderly are invested and shared 
with the younger generation, 
this, too, builds up solidarity. 
Elderly people help us see human 
affairs with a sense of perspective 
tempered by experience, 
refl ection and wisdom. Whenever 
grandparents contribute to the 
raising and formation of the 
grandchildren, even by doing 
something as simple as teaching 

them how to pray and think 
about God, they strengthen inter-
generational ties, and build family 
unity.

We can foster intergenerational 
care and support within our 
families and communities in 
other simple ways as well, for 
example, through conscientious 
parenting, including small but 
important steps such as insisting 
on meal time together as a family 
(which builds up mutual respect 
and concern for others in the 
family); teaching compassion by 
visiting sick or elderly neighbors 
together; teaching children to 
welcome all human life, even when 
weak or handicapped; praying 
together as a family; decreasing 
media time and guarding against 
violent computer/video games, 
pornography and other practices 
that dehumanize people and 
make them seem like objects to be 
manipulated.

As we seek to build relational 
bridges across generations, 
and work to construct a society 
that esteems its elders, we 
simultaneously build up homes 
and communities that are 
liberated of the threat of abuse or 
neglect — places of safety, mutual 
support and love, even as the hairs 
on our head turn gray and our 
strength wanes.

■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org. 
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FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

JAMES  ODERMANN

Ag Attitudes

“Elderly people help us 
see human aff airs with 
a sense of perspective 
tempered by 
experience, refl ection 
and wisdom.” 

Less than two months until 
spring—but that doesn’t mean it 
will be warmer. 

Such is the life of being an 
agricultural producer. The 
vagaries of the weather are 
always on the mind of the farmers 
and ranchers because their 
opportunity—and workload—is 
determined by the weather. 
Weather is here—whether it is 
welcome or not.

Winter in the agricultural world 
is a time to refresh and reframe 
one’s outlook on life. Winter is a 
time for refl ection, retooling and 
recharging the mind, body and 
soul in preparation for the coming 
growing season. This is nothing 
new; farmers and ranchers have 
been doing this for years. Get 
ready for next year.

But, the world of agriculture 

is changing dramatically. There 
is so much more pressure put on 
producers and their families, some 
self-imposed and much more 
publicly imposed. The future of 
the world of agriculture, in some 
ways, is scary for producers. The 
amount of regulations, pressure 
for resource conservation and the 
world’s need for food are just some 
of the stress points that exist. 

Yet, despite the stress, the 
opportunities far outweigh the 
challenges. The role of servant 
leadership is a mantra for 
agricultural producers. Who 
feeds the world? It’s farmers and 
ranchers. Who cares for the air, 
water and soil? Again, it’s farmers 
and ranchers? Who has a bird’s 
eye view of nature? It’s farmers 
and ranchers.

I like winter, but I like spring 

even more. There is so much 
excitement about the pending new 
crop of animals among livestock 
producers. The opportunity to 
test new varieties and species of 
plants creates enthusiasm among 
farmers. In the end, it is about 
opportunity.

The opportunity is in enjoying 
and sharing the life that I have 
been given. The opportunity is 
about seeing God in others and 
helping others do the same. As I 
refl ected on the winter season, I 
thought about how much time I 
actually spend refl ecting on God’s 
word, God’s goodness and God’s 
gifts. 

Who feeds me? God does. Who 
cares for my mind, body and soul? 
God does. Who has an eye on me 
every second of every day? God 
does. Who wants me to succeed? 

God does. Who wants me for 
eternity? God does.

God is so present in the 
world, but many times I neglect 
seeing that greatness. How can I 
overcome this defi ciency? Prayer 
and refl ection are two ways with 
which I can start. But, actions 
speak louder than words. I am 
called to be a disciple, to follow 
Christ. 

I am human. I am weak. I need 
God’s help. All I need to do is ask 
God for help. 

I hope I am up to the task. Care 
to join me?

■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on 
the family farm in Billings County. They are 
members of the Church of St. Patrick in Dick-
inson and assist with eucharistic celebrations 
there as well as at the Churches of St. Bernard 
(Belfi eld) and St. Mary (Medora).

Esteeming our elders and fostering 
solidarity across generations

Winter is a time for refl ection
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Although it was emotionally 
diffi cult to read at times, the 
Forum News Service’s seven-
part piece on human traffi cking 
in North Dakota came at an 
important time. Human traffi cking 
is a serious issue in the state and 
the state legislature, which just 
convened, has the opportunity to 
do something.

Attorney General Wayne 
Stenehjem is supporting a 
complete rewrite proposed by the 
Uniform Laws Commission to the 
state’s human traffi cking laws. 
This bill, and several companion 
bills, focuses on the enforcement 
side of the issue. It strengthens 
the laws, increases penalties, and 
gives law enforcement and state’s 
attorney more tools to combat 
human traffi cking.

One tool that legislators should 
add is a penalty for a traffi cker 
who forces a woman to have an 
abortion. Studies, reports, and 
even the federal government have 
acknowledged that victims of 
human traffi cking are often forced 
to have abortions. In fact, repeated 
abortions and signs of self-induced 
abortions are two signs that health 
care workers are told could be an 
indication that a woman is a being 
sexually exploited by a traffi cker.

One study published in 
the Annals of Health Law 
concluded, “The prevalence of 
forced abortions is an especially 
disturbing trend in sex traffi cking. 
Prior research noted that forced 
abortions were a reality for many 
victims of sex traffi cking outside 
the United States and at least 
one study noted forced abortions 
in domestic traffi cking. The 
survivors in this study similarly 
reported that they often did not 
freely choose the abortions they 
had while being traffi cked.”  One 
subject in the study stated: “in 
most of [my six abortions] I was 
under serious pressure from 
my pimps to abort the babies.” 
Another subject reported 17 
abortions and that at least some of 
them were forced on her. 

For this reason, the North 
Dakota Catholic Conference 
supports making forced abortions 
by human traffi ckers an additional 
crime that could be tacked on to a 
traffi cker’s sentence.

A critical piece missing in 
previous efforts to address human 
traffi cking is support for victims 
of traffi cking. Victims of human 
traffi cking have needs and issues 
that are unique from victims of 
other crimes, including domestic 
violence. If services are not 
available to help them escape 

traffi ckers and survive, they may 
never get help. Moreover, unless 
the services are available that 
assist them, victims may never 
feel comfortable and free to help 
law enforcement prosecute the 
perpetrators. The North Dakota 
Catholic Conference strongly 
supports efforts to provide services 
to victims of human traffi ckers.

At the same time, we need 
to be cautious. The Catholic 
Church worldwide has one of 
the best systems of services to 
help victims of traffi cking. As I 
previously explained in a column 
from November 2011, the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops had for six years received 
grants from the Department 
of Health and Human Services 
to help victims of traffi cking. 
Then one day, the conference 
was informed that the grant 
would not be renewed but given 
to an organization that scored 
lower in the application process. 
Eventually, the reason came 
out: the Obama Administration 
decided that only organizations 
that counseled and referred for 
abortions could apply.  

Unfortunately, there are some 
activists who insist government 
should not help victims of human 
traffi cking unless taxpayer money 
is used to counsel or refer for 
abortions. North Dakota law 
prohibits the use of state funds 
for the performance of abortions, 
but prohibitions on the use of 
state money for the referral of 
abortions is piece-meal. There is, 
for example, a law prohibiting it 
in family planning programs and 
another law prohibiting it in the 
abortion alternatives program.  
For that reason, we need to ensure 
that legislation appropriating 
funds to help victims of traffi cking 
excludes using the money for 
counseling or referring for 
abortions.

■ Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.
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Addressing the state’s 

human traffi  cking laws

“The Catholic 
Church worldwide 

has one of the 

best systems 
of services to 

help victims of 
traffi  cking.”

Test yourself! 
1.The city of Los Angeles literally means what?
A.  City of Angels B.  Lost angels
C.  City of Anglers D.  City of Saints

2.Which saint is the patron of Catholic Universities?
A.  Bl. John Henry Newman B.  St. John Bosco
C.  St. Thomas Aquinas D.  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

3.Which Catholic author wrote the Divine Comedy?
A.  J.R.R. Tolkien B.  Dante Alighieri
C.  Thomas Aquinas D.  Napoleon Dynamite

Why does hell 
exist?

   Hell is not a pleasant topic. 
If at the very thought of hell 
you shudder, this is a good 
thing. For those of us who are 

seeking heaven, being completely 
and totally separated from God for 
all eternity in hell is the last thing 
we want to think about. We must 
understand, however, what Jesus 
and the Church teach on hell so 
that we can avoid it and help others 
avoid it too.  

Now, to understand fully why 
hell exists, we have to begin by 
recognizing that God desires us to 
choose Him. We are given each day 
to make the decision to love God 
and love our neighbor. If we make 
the conscious choice not to love 
God and our neighbor through our 
actions, words and thoughts we 
commit sin.  

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church explains: Sin is an off ense 
against reason, truth, and right 
conscience; it is failure in genuine 
love for God and neighbor caused 
by a perverse attachment to certain 
goods. It wounds the nature of 
man and injures human solidarity. 
… Sin sets itself against God’s 
love for us and turns our hearts 
away from it. Like the fi rst sin, it is 
disobedience, a revolt against God 
through the will to become  “like 
gods,”  knowing and determining 
good and evil. Sin is thus “love of 
oneself even to contempt of God.” 
In this proud self-exaltation, sin 
is diametrically opposed to the 
obedience of Jesus, which achieves 
our salvation. (CCC 1849-1850)

When our lives become about 
sin and not about God we 
are attempting to create an 
environment in which God has no 
authority in our lives. If we do not 
like those who are in authority over 
us at work or in civic government, 
we get a new job or we look to 
change our civic leaders. We are 
used to making choices like this in 
American culture. This is not so with 
God. He holds ultimate authority 
over our lives and if we do not like 
His commandments, we cannot 
simply change them according to 
our tastes this day or this decade. 
One does not simply change God’s 

commandments.  Instead we are 
invited to make choices that reveal 
God is in charge, not my ego or my 
political party or my pocket book. 
Choices clearly have consequences 
in time and especially in eternity.  

For those who choose to follow 
God’s laws and respond to Jesus’ 
call to conversion, the reward is 
heaven. For those who obstinately 
reject God’s love and grace in Jesus 
Christ, the punishment is hell.  

The Catechism explains again: We 
cannot be united with God unless 
we freely choose to love him. 
But we cannot love God if we sin 
gravely against him, against our 
neighbor or against ourselves… To 
die in mortal sin without repenting 
and accepting God’s merciful love 
means remaining separated from 
him forever by our own free choice. 
This state of defi nitive self-exclusion 
from communion with God and the 
blessed is called “hell.” (CCC 1033)

Hells exists, then, so that those who 
do not want to obey God and live in 
His presence in this life have a place 
to exist after they die and pass on 
to eternity. If this sounds dark and 
dreary, it should. You don’t want to 
go to hell.  

Let us conclude by listening to 
St. John’s uplifting words: “My 
children, I am writing this to you 
so that you may not commit sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous one. He is 
expiation for our sins, and not for 
our sins only but for those of the 
whole world. The way we may be 
sure that we know him is to keep 
his commandments.  Whoever says, 
“I know him,” but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But whoever 
keeps his word, the love of God is 
truly perfected in him. This is the 
way we may know that we are in 
union with him: whoever claims to 
abide in him ought to live [just] as 
he lived.” (1 John 2:1-6)

■ Fr. Gross is pastor of the Church of 
Epiphany in Watford City and Our Lady 
of Consolation in Alexander. If you have 
a question you were afraid to ask, now 
is the time to ask it! Simply email your 
question to info@bismarckdiocese.com 
with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the 
subject line.

1. (A) City of Angels  2. (C) St. Thomas Aquinas  3. (B) Dante Alighieri

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. BRIAN GROSS
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Guest Column

Due to the tremendous 
generosity and faith of the people 
of our diocese, the Catholic 
Foundation for the People of 
the Diocese of Bismarck has 
doubled the goal of the matching 
gift program for our seminarian 
scholarship endowment fund for 
minors. 

You may remember that we 
had two generous families come 
forward and provide a total of 
$100,000 to be used as a match 
program to aid in our efforts 
through the end of the year. For 
every two dollars we raised there 
was a match of one dollar based 
on gifts in a range of $1,000 to 
$10,000. Using this formula, 
we could have considered the 
program a success with a total 
of $300,000 raised, but because 
of all of you, by Dec.31 the total 
leaped over the $600,000 mark.

Many of you attended 
the “Seminarian Summer 
Celebrations” with Bishop Kagan. 
Some of you read about the 
matching gift program here in the 
DCA or perhaps on our website 
or in a mailing. I may have even 
stopped some of you on the street 
somewhere and asked for your 
support of our record number 
of new seminarians. Regardless 
of how you heard about it, the 

response was tremendous. Thank 
you for your generosity! Bishop 
Kagan shared, “We are blessed 
equally with so many young men 
following God’s call and the love 
and support of our people who 
embrace them and their journey to 
the priesthood.” 

These funds will provide 
perpetual support for our 
seminarians because, by defi nition 
of an endowment, only the 
earnings will be provided each 
year. Vocations director Fr. Josh 
Waltz said, “This match program 
was a wonderful effort” and asks 
that we all pray for these young 
men each day as they discern their 
calling because the spiritual need 
is truly great. Providing fi nancial 
support to these young men at this 
time gives them the opportunity 
to make a decision that is based in 
faith and not fi nances.  

It was a rewarding year here at 
the diocese and with the Catholic 
Foundation, not just because we 
had people share their treasure, 
but their time and talents as well. 
This kind of program doesn’t work 
unless a lot people are involved 
doing a lot of wonderful things. On 
behalf of the foundation, I would 
like to recognize those involved for 
their support. 

Thanks to Bishop Kagan for 

giving us the freedom to try new 
and different things. A nod to Fr. 
Josh Waltz for raising the bar and 
making us work hard because 
of all his success in recruiting 
seminarians. Thank you to the two 
families who put forth the match 
challenge dollars, which provided 
the spark, and all the donors who 
accepted that challenge. Thanks to 
all the sponsors who happily paid 
for the events and/or opened their 
homes to host them. Most of all 
thanks to the 24 young men who 
are enrolled at all the different 
levels of the seminary. And 
certainly last, but not least, thanks 
to the staff here at the diocese who 
helped organize it all.

In regard to the summer 
celebrations, one particularly 
memorable night comes to mind. 
On a rainy night in Williston 
this past summer, Bishop Kagan 
and Fr. Josh had to stand under 
a very large evergreen tree in 
an effort to stay dry to speak to 
the 55 semi-soaked people in 
attendance. To our great surprise 
and delight, everyone was still 
smiling and appeared happy to 
be there. This was a testament to 
the commitment and support that 
those in the diocese have toward 
our seminarians.

I know Fr. Josh is hard at work 

across the diocese doing his job 
talking vocations, checking in with 
me from time to time and asking 
what are we doing for 2015. We 
will be holding the “Seminarian 
Summer Celebrations” with 
Bishop Kagan in some form 
around the diocese again this 
coming summer, so be on the look 
out for the invitations around 
June. Right now, it is looking like 
the Catholic Extension Society 
may be involved with our program 
for next year and we are hoping to 
make next year special.

On a fi nal note, I hope you all 
received the Catholic Foundation 
for the People of the Diocese of 
Bismarck fi rst-ever annual report 
in the mail in December. If you 
did, take a look. If not, let us know 
and we will get you one or it can 
be found on our website at www.
catholicfoundationdob.com. We 
are proud of it and how the people 
and parishes have responded to 
the foundation. If you have any 
questions on things you see in 
there or anything else, please let 
me know. I am always ready to 
help. God bless and have a great 
2015.

■ Dvorak is the director of Development and 
Planned Giving for the Bismarck Diocese. He 
can be reached at 701-204-7206 or 
kdvorak@bismarckdiocese.com.
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Catholic Foundation doubles matching gift goal

By Andrew Campanella
If you’d like to send your child 

to a different school next year, 
now’s the time to start the process 
of researching your options. 

As North Dakota 
commemorated National School 
Choice Week the last week of 
January at 20 events across the 
state, and nearly 11,000 events 
nationwide, many parents are 
evaluating the educational 
opportunities that are available for 
their children.

Believe it or not, seats in 
schools are already beginning to 
fi ll up for the 2015-2016 school 
year. Interest in school choice 
– the process of actively choosing 
a public, charter, magnet, private, 
or online school – is high. That 
means that waiting until the 
spring or the summer to begin 
researching schools for your 
children could restrict your 
options.

No handbook or tip sheet 
can truly guide parents through 

the entire process of selecting a 
school, because choosing schools 
is an individual experience that 
will be unique to every family.

However, parents can start 
by making a list of the attributes 
that they hope to fi nd in an ideal 
school. Ask yourself: what’s 
most important to you and to the 
academic, social, and emotional 
well-being of your child? Is it the 
academic performance of a school, 
school safety, the instructional 
methods, the qualifi cations of 
teachers, the school’s educational 
theme, a school’s shared values, or 
other factors? 

Once you’ve identifi ed what 
matters most, start looking into 
the options available to you. 
In addition to the local public 
school, you may be eligible to send 
your child to a school outside of 
your ZIP code, or in a different 
school district. Don’t leave 
private and faith based schools 
off your list! You might be able 
to fi nd scholarships to cover the 
costs of tuition. And for some 

families, online learning and 
homeschooling work best.

To fi nd the options available 
to you, look at information from 
the North Dakota Department 
of Public Instruction, as well 
as information on state-based 
education reform or school choice 
organization websites. For a 
directory of most schools in your 
area, along with parent rankings 
and some performance metrics, 
parents can visit this website: 
greatschools.org. 

With your list of requirements 
and your list of schools in hand, 
start making appointments to 
visit the schools. Ask to sit in on 
classes, and make sure to ask as 
many questions as possible of 
teachers, the administration, and 
support staff. You’ll want to fi nd 
out what motivates the adults in 
the building, while also seeing how 
the students in the classes respond 
to their teachers. Ask yourself: is 
this a place where I’d want to send 
my child for most of his or her 
weekday waking hours?

Finally, make sure to talk 
with other parents – and to 
your own children. Ask parents 
how the schools’ administrators 
treat parents, and whether 
they welcome, or discourage, 
parental involvement. And most 
importantly, ask your children 
about their perceptions of the 
schools that you’ve visited. Find 
out what excites and motivates 
your child at school, but also ask 
about their worries, concerns and 
apprehensions. 

Making the decision to change 
schools certainly isn’t easy. And 
switching schools isn’t a piece of 
cake, either. But if you start now, 
and plan out the journey, you’ll 
fi nd that the destination – a great 
school for your child – is well 
worth the diligence and effort

■ Andrew R. Campanella is the president 
of National School Choice Week. National 
School Choice Week, which runs from 
January 25-31, 2015, is America’s largest-
ever celebration of opportunity in education. 
Andrew lives in Miramar Beach, Florida. 

Tips for fi nding the right school for your child
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Reach nearly 23,000 homes in western North Dakota by advertising in the Dakota Catholic Action newspaper!
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Igniting and Kindling the Flame of the Faith

“[The laity] should spread the faith of Christ among those with whom they are connected 
by social and professional ties, and this obligation is all the more urgent since so many 
men can only come to hear the Gospel and recognize Christ through lay people who are 
their neighbors.”

Vatican II, Ad Gentes Divinitus

Fostering the Encounter
Join Catholic adults from around the state in discovering 

your role in the New Evangelization.
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Sponsored by Diocese of Bismarck

Assumption Abbey
Richardton, North Dakota
vocations@assumptionabbey.com
701-974-3315
www.assumptionabbey.com

Set out on the path to
Christ!

Don Willey
Bismarck
(701) 751-0522
don.willey@kofc.org

Michael Vetter
Minot
(701) 837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Frank Greff
Dickinson
(701) 483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

Pat Dolan
General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

With more than $96 billion of life insurance in force,
more than $1.5 billion donated to charity in the past
decade, and more than 133 years of experience, the
Knights of Columbus is a name you know, a company
you can trust, and an organization you can believe in.
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Contact me today to learn how the 
Knights of Columbus can help protect your family.

Aaron Mahlmann
Bismarck
(701) 222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org
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